- _Page 14 - THE EXAMINER, Tuesday, September22, 1998

Farewellto_l

muse

HELEN Cnchton loved yoad:
cycling races, especially the:’
Tour de France ang would sit .

glued to the TV set’ When 1t.
was telecast on SBS."

She liked the road racing and
with the Tour de France there

was the gountryside and moun--

tains of Francé, which was a
honus,” said husbanc_l John,
"She loved her fith and her hus-

ﬁ_band liked her garden, ‘cooking,

took a keen interest in Dande-
“fong’s herttage and history, and

-was devoted to helping young

" people step up tlie ladder of life.

But most of all Helen -~a quiet, - di
| warmy; elegant lady with & dolorous”’. -

. expression thal burst info.an ex-

- pression of joy’ whena friend dp-; -'; 1
- proached - loved the theatre wuh_ I

a passion.

. For. alinost 40 years Helen over—‘ .
saw the Speech and Drama section
- of the Da.nden ng Festlval of Musis:= -

“proud that a young glrl called'
Zoe Caldwell took the laurels one
-, yedr in the 1950s. .’

Ms Caldwell, Helén recalled i
- gave-an outstanding performatice
-from.a: Greek tragedy, Sophocles’
Electrel. She Tater went, on to storm

= the stages: in London and New
* “York and-is probably Australia’s

" gréatest-and internationally most:
recognised actresses WhO turnecl .

64 last Tuesday e
= efore that blrth-

- day, Hélen died at a mirsirig home, :
the day.before her 68th birthday. -

A litile over two months earlier
Helen was having tea with John

at their Hallarn home when she .

i ach: It wasmore .

7 later Helen was
“She didn't care for board racing, -

,complamed of .
arl, iipsét stom- . |

than that. :
Somie days
taken to:5t Vin-
cent’s Hospital
placed i fnken.- -
sive care where

-'dlagno
problem; which,
was ﬁna]ly nar-. -

5} nursmg home whére

: eft Teg, causing her demise.
‘Brought up in- the tiny town of

;" Boorcan mear Térang; Helen’s
family later moved to-a farm on

the cormer of Thompsoris ‘dhd

‘ngh -where she matriculated.

'm the cosmetic department.of
. Myér and remembered with delight
-she used to sell bottles of can-de
cologne td wrestling legend Chief

. Little Wolf who used.it'io ‘ovér- .

power hisg opponents at Festival
Hall.

Helen later completed her pric
inary teacher's diploma.and tatught”

at Alexandria, Dandenong East,
Spnngvale Dandenong West and

rofitbosis devéloped in her'_

etori North pnmary “schools,
"Héleir was very iiwolved in the

gulding moveinent, horse riding
and hockey, where she was goalle .

for' Dandenong.

-+ In 1966 Helen and John ‘who
_had known each other for some
'_tjme, were married at Sorrento. -

Frankston-Danderiong Rds, Lynd- - .

- hurst, when Helen was six,
She went to Dandenong East’

Primary and later. Dandenung -

It seerned everything they did;

: '..they did together ~ Helen the.]
“fiiuse;John the sport and boy

from the bush, both:kind and

“gerierous people and: espemally
Fora short spell:Helerl worked = g -

to: each other.:

_ Avery mvolvetl Anglica.n, Helen:
wag aleading member of the St

James.parish. The church was
packed for her funeral service
last- Monday. :

~:She was’ burled at Bunurong_
cemetery, a good ‘stone’s throw
.from her old family hiome.

i "Helen is survived by John and’
daughler and son-in-law Katherine |

and David Gadisden.




