‘Insects’

wasteful-retailers

by MARG STORK

NOBODY appears qp_set
over last week’s decision
py Dandenong Council to
scrap the proposed $50_,000
palm Plaza insects project.
The general concensus
among pusiness and retail
people to whom
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HOW Palm Plaza might look if the insects sculpture project goes ahead

the plaza, other than static
displays.”

Mr Laurie Modica, of
Modica Travel Service,
who has been in business in
Dandenong for 23 years
and was among the first
tenants of the Dandenong
yub Shopping Centre, said
he had travelled the world
and described malls in
other cities as ‘“beauti-
ful . ..they are so well lit
you could take a picture at
any time in them without
using a flashlight”.

He said: ‘“‘But after
5.30pm in Palm Plaza
there is not a soul. We are
afraid to open any more.
Increased security and
lighting is a must. I've lived
in Dandenong for 40 years
and McCrae Street was
aever so dark and desolate
as it is now. Lighting is the
key and the council should
get rid of that monstrosity
(sale ring hall) in the

the $50,000 on lighting and
security.”

Mrs Helen Mills, the
manager of Bed Bath ’n’
Table in Palm Plaza, said
§he was continuously deal-
ing with the public and

know how they feel”. Mrs

Mills said: “The money
should be spent on im-
provgd lighting. There are
no lights and it's scary
here.

“And if they want pe
to come to shop in Bagglee:
nong, the council should
provide under-cover com-
fort and more free park-
ing. People have to dodge
ggles and rain and put up
with heat in summer. No
wonder they shop at dis-
trict shopping centres
where it’s cool in summer
and warm in winter, They
want convenience and that

is one way to at
D&TS back ® tract shop-

Mr Stan Mavroudis, who

wear in Palm Plaza for 14

years, said he was h

that the council ack:rilgr\;{

ledged the problems and

was prepared to provide

money o promote the

shopping centre. He said:

“However, Lit would bé

better spent on providing
an atmosphere which wel-
comes people to shop, such

as extensive lighting and

under-cover shopping in
the plaza, providing 24-
hour security, and enter-
tainment areas and, most
of all, creating a pleasant

bright, open shopping mall
by getting rid of that white
elephant in the middle of
the plaza.

“Let’s get with the timeg
and modernise and resyr-
rect Dandenong, which for
too many years has been
stagnating while others are
su_rging ahead. We need re-
tail doors to re-open and
not to close, so let’s get it

Yo _middle of the Hlaza. SBend has oaerated Stan’s Mens- right.”






