1858

Crown allotments 5 and 6 of section
XII remain unsold on an 1858 plan of
the Township of Dandenong. This land
is where Laurel Lodge stands today.

Churches, schools and the paolice had already taken
up the surrounding allotments.
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Mrs Janet Bowman purchased crown
allotments 5 and 6 of section Xl
for a sum of £17.

Mrs Janst Bowman and her husband Mr Alsxandar Watt
Bowman wera both of Scottish descant. Thay, lika many
early settlers to the area, braved a long and dangerous
jeurney to Australia by ship.

Young Janat Bowman (nee Craig) departed Graanoch,
Scotland on December 1838 and travellad with her family
on tha Glan Huntly. Thers was an outbreak of dissase

on thair ship and her father and younger sister died
during the four month veyage.

Alexander Watt Bowman arrived in Port Phillip at age 10
as an unassisted amigrant with his family. At this time
unassisted passengers often travelled cheaply in ‘steerage’,

meaning the lower dack of the ship where the carga s stored.

Alexandar Watt Bowman was an inncvative businessman
and owned numarous corner blocks in early Dandanona.
He is known for opening Dandenong’s first store and also
for establishing the first Royal Hotal.

1867

In 1867 Al der Watt B 1 came
into financial difficulty. He was declared
insolvent and the family sold their vacant
land to clear their debts.

On 30 July 1867 Englishman
Robert Huckson purchasad the
land from Janet Bowman for

a sum of £40, It is believed
Huckson was already known
to the Bowman family as the
contractad builder for the
Royal Hotal.

Huckson, like Bowman, was
also a new arrival to Australia.
Huckson, his wife Sarah (nee
Ballinger) and eight month old
son Herman left London aboard
the ‘Eliza’ in May 1848, Thay
arrived in Adslaide on 23 August
1844, Sadly, their son died at

sea during the long voyage

and was buried at sea.

Huckson is variously refarred

to as an architect, stonemasan,
‘carpenter, contractor and builder
throughout historic material.
Huckson was a noted building
contractor of the era and was
invelved in many prominent
‘construction projects including
the Old Treasury Building in
Spring Street, Melbourns, and
also Gabe Island lighthouse.
Locally. he was responsible for
the construction of Dandenong’s
old Stone Bridge.

Huckson playad an active rcle on
the Roads Board and
worked alongside thair Chairman,
Wiliam Keys to propose 3
restructure of local govarnment
in the area.




