LR s

FLaAIT wMtUIM Y e

e o .

o~

P i

.
R PRI R - Red oL - Blue CH - Cross Hatched

-,

. P - purple Coples of Titles and Grantls Yol9358 and avuve
Colour Code - are supplled pursuant to Section 114(S) of the
a-a..z:o-o_.za. .-33:..2 _#Mo %ﬁﬁou@w N_..

¥ = Yellow " BR - Brown H - Hatched
DATE :

> _ ,. A_m... : ﬁ&wu P..\H&QM%CN@

et 4‘ H O %mwafxswwr%t Ry i rmvn
_ . UNDER qzm...q.mwzmmmm OF. _.>zo >o.=_ )

;. m PR - - . » ; s
_ . L.\WMMQ.C(\M\PL\? Qw\.((k( w .\_
w pen die Clofis \m\XP . \ a7t @w A&\m &F %- \S\w \&“\ %\ \w \mvm @w&&&&&m&m
h N N {RS . o . . ) ‘. . . ur . . . g
_ &&\\% \m&w\&\m« «\wn\\yhﬁ \ﬂ\_\./\c y .:_v‘§ &€ .§&\\.\M\%&“~m§§\ \%N\‘\ \m\wm\\.. \
i oty e s S Ot

&\m%\%m\\ and,

” o R s 3 k&:«nmw_&m@.«m\aﬁ

‘ﬁ‘ 2

[ e e |



—

s

—

‘Nature of Instrument,’

Gt ey
XRIR C\m /-
Hour of,its Producti
j o

Number or Syr
thereon.

R
(.

ek AN S i
] \4.“M
[Pt ¥
. Assistant, Registrar .of Titles.
g [
. [}
mbYer or Symdsf
therean,
2 :-l..’.,.?f) PR
NISANDTeen,
£
Pard N R
Assistant -Rzgi rer of
BRI R . N
. A .

O Tit

R I

o

.

Assistant .N,"QQ?E. of Titles.




KEN GARTSIDE
LCONER STREET
UTH

(3 RT, QLD 4215
07)5

U U O U L VO T VT TR\

THE LIFE AND FAMILY
OF

Charles Henry Dawson

Meg Trebilcock

2 ’

AR D TR DR R AP RE R R R RE R RS AL L




A SR \ER B B A AT R \TA\JA TR TR \ B AR SR SR AN T U U L L L L L L L L A L A

Charles Henry Dawson
of "Westwood", Dandenong.
1838 - 1923
Palmon Qui Meruit Ferrat
(Let him who has won the palm wear it)
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CHARLES HENRY DAWSON

This is an unfinished story, written for my Grandchildren, an
descendants of Charles and 1 wes Jan

more information comss o hand

s — . 4 .
In loving memory of my husband Arthur, whose encouragement kept

nOry
7
me plodding aiong when it would have besn easy to have given up.

Meg Trebilcock
75 Fitzroy Street,
Kerang,
Victoria.

1997.

“"Dalmon Qui Meruit Ferrat.m
{Let him who has won the palm wear it)

Charles Dgwson[s first exercise of this rhrase, that we know of, i

seen in the address on vellum vhich he presented to Foreste}suaé 1S

cuief Ranger Tartakover (page 25, Deuiliquin Pastoral Times rep5§§§
v/

Thereafter, avporently, nhe adopted it as his personel motto, we
displayed auvcve the "VWestwood" entrance door (page 40) ’  sece

it
Success having projected nim into leading society and permitted
measure of ostentation in his life, tlie phrase seems remagk;u;f a
appropriate. : avly
In heraldry the paln froend or branch is euvlematic of victor
triumph, pre-eminence, fc. MY
tience the phrases 'to pear the pualm' : be acknowledged victor:
to yield the palm'" : acknowledge oneself vanquished by anothéror

Photoco

pring by Lakeside Copies, Esplanade, Wamers Bay
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THE CONTRIBUTIONS made by the following named parties are
gratefully acknowledged, as is the work of many others not here namec:

GRAHAM ROSS descended from Jane Mowat Esplin's marriage to Tom
Patterson. He has done the story of the Vipond and Esplin families, and
hours of research for the Dawson story.

ALEX ROSS supplied information regarding the Hungarian uprising of
1848 and of Louis Kossuth.

FIONA ROSS who typed the original copy onto computer disk.
MARTIN & JILL WOLFGANG supplied the Elias Wolfgang story.

RUTH CSONTOS who paid Protessor Maria Patkone of Budapest to trace
the Wolfgang family in 1838.

GERTRUDE HILL whose letter gives the only clue to the original family
name.

BRUCE DAWSON BROWN who traced all members of the first Dawson
family, and provided old photographs.

LIONEL HARRY DAWSON son of Charles and Rachel, who supplied me
with early stories which were not always reliable.

ETTIE PULLMAN Professional Researcher, who found important papers.

CAROLINE MERRYLEES Hay's local historian, who has been very
helpful with early records.

MARGERY ELLIS & JIM DAWSON who supplied information and
photographs.

JEAN ORCHARD supplied photographs and information of her mother
Jane Mowat Vail.

DEIDRE SHANKS for information on the Wolfgang family in New
Zealand.

RITA HULL of Bendigo, who has been helpful with advice as to where tg
search

JOAN MITCHEL & HARRY RACHKIND of Echuca Historical Society.

IAN BELLINGER of Horsham Historical Society.
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I cannot remember my Grandfather, but the stories [ have been told make his early
life seem like a fairytale.

My Great Grandtather, the handsome Hungarian Count having to flee to England
with his two young sons, because of a Revolution sounds romantic, with the story
that he had been attached to the Court of the Tzar, and had, over the yvears been
presented with Decorations in the form of jewels.

About ten vears ago mv cousin Jim Dawson visited myv brother Ken and asked
about our family history. Ken knew very little s0 rang to ask what I knew, so I
decided to search.

I have wondered how to present this story, as the early davs are impossible to
trace, but I have decided to tell the tales we have been brought up svitn, and then
add how I have proved or disproved them.

Charles has been a difficult man to trace, and very careless about dates, using
them to suit himself.

I was lucky to have inherited the family bible from my Mother and expected to
find the dates and information helpful. The date of the first marriage was correct,
but the date of Jane's death and his marriage to Rachel were not correct, and it took
me several vears of searching to find he married Rachel in 1878, and I have still not
found the date of Jane's death, but know she was still alive in 1876.

To add to the mystery, the first entry under "Deaths” was written on 4th March
1871, and under the date something I believe to be written in code. At first I
believed it was the date of Jane's death, but as [ now know that is not correct, I
suppose the meaning will never be disclosed.

My mother told me my Grandfather's real name was Samuel Wolfgang, that he
was Jewish but not a practicing Jew, and according to his family he was a charming,
well educated man who spoke three languages. He was a wealthy man and always
generous. He adored his wife and family and they all loved him. When I began to
search I found so many of the stories could have been true.

Samuel or Karl Henri Wolfgang was born in Pest, Hungary, on 13th November,
1838. His father Gustavus was Hungarian and his Mother Esther an Austrian
Jewess. They had another son Elias who was born on 1st February, 1841.

The family story says Gustavus and his two young sons fled to England in 1848
because of a Revolution, and in that year Tzar Nicholas helped quell a famous
Hungarian Uprising led by Louis Kossuth. It was a revolt against Austrian
domination, and because of the help given by Russia, Kossuth was defeated and
families, including a great number of Jews, fled to England to start a new life.

It has been suggested that Gustavus may have been a Count at the Hapsburg
Court of Hungary, and sent as a Commissioner of some sort to the Court of the
Tzar, Nicholas I, but if that is the case I see no reason for the family to tlee.

After they settled in England the jewels were gradually sold after having paste
copies made before selling them.

In the 1930's Cara Wolfgang, daughter of Mark Alfred Dashwood Wolfgang, son
of Gustavus, sent my Aunt two of the paste copies. They are large and beautifully
made, One is of large diamonds and the other a diamond surrounded by emeralds.”

In 1992 Martin and Jill Wolfgang, who are descended from Elias and who live in
England, paid Ettie Pullman, a Research Consultant in Melbourne, to trace the
family of Charles Henry Dawson.

It was an exciting time, as I had no idea there were other members of the family.
Martin and Jill have done a lot of research and there is no doubt that we are of the
same family.

In the early days Rose kept in touch with Cara Wolfgang, and Bonnie kept in
touch with Polly Wolfgang, whom I believe was Mary Anne, born 1855, and a half
sister of Charles. Neither was married and after their deaths all contact was lost.

The earliest records show that the father took the name of Mark Schmerl Wolfgan
when he went to England. He was first traced in Ireland where he married S
Quinn and had a daughter, Fanny Caroline, born 14th April, 1853.

Mark's father was called Samuel and was a Commissioner, but that is all that js
known of him.

Mary

et |
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Pleage sxcusge paper — dUT your lettsr will taks a bit of answering -

Thank you for your good wishes and once more I wisn you all the Tesi of
averything, I looked up the family Bible and se=s that Elias Wolfgang was
vorn or the 1lst Februwary 1341 and died March 9 1333,
Ho Married Jane imey Scwler Herd who was a year younger than he was at
Woodchurch August 17th 1865. I remember hig father coming to the Funeral
- a nasty old man ( so I thought being enly 9 ) and I think a horrid purple
ccax? put me off, Also he was crying bitizarly and I never knaw men could

cry and was raiher frightened of him. I have always undersiocd he was born
in Hungary and was cne or & Pole., I also understood ne had twin sons -

Father and'a brother who when I knew him called himself Charles Dawson.
Someone told my mother that Grandfather brought them over when they were
very small and used to stand them on the table and make them talk in their
own language - they couldn't speak English - Charles Dawson must have gone
to Ausiralia as a youg man and eventually ran 2 big hotel at a place
called Dandennong. He came over to England when I was about 14 and
stayed with us. He was very good to me and took me all over Scotland.

Some years after my youngesit brotner Gordon went out to him but died after
2 few years there. When I was first engaged I went to stay with the Hill's
who lived near Woking and went to Londen to see the 01d Man's fourth wife!
at least I was told she was his fourth. She was a nice old thing and lived
in a rert of London I had never heard of - Upton Park - nor have I ever
neard of it since. I never sorted out who was who and was much too shy to
aslk any questions. I believe Grandfather's name was scmething like

Maleski or Malashi but cant be sure. I am scrry not to be able to give you

more information. We were living on the 3idston Road in those days (when
fatner died not far frem St Saviour's Church.

an Augstrzlian nurse for nearly a ynar last vear when I was ill and
I ha

sh2 knew that notel - Landennong was close to Meldourrs, I dont know if
anv of the family &till run it - but the daupntar ( I think her name was
Rose) wrote to me several times after Uncle diad. Its all so lang ago and

after you are eighty ycur memory is not wnat it was!!
I'm afraid all this wont be much help tc-you. I suppose Willie Herd must
nave been a gecod age. Fe had a brotner FPhillip who was a nasty pie

1

work, Lat me xuow scmet iine how you 50» on with the History! and wi

to you all.

[etter written by Bnily Gertrude Wollgang to her nephow

Tred Wollgang.




Ruth Csontos

P.0. Box 20614

Richards Bay

Republic of South Africa

Dear Mrs. Csontos,

Let me apologize for the delay in answering, but I would
like to find datas of Your fore-fathers.

I examined all the birth registers ( Catholic,Lutheran,
Calvinist and Jewish > not only in the given ( 1838 ) year,
but the before and feollowing 5 years as well, but his name
did not appear. I looked for his birth’ data by his both name,
( Schmerl, VWolfgang) because either of them would have been a
surname.

I examined all the census of Pest between 1833-1848, but his
name did not appear neither here.

Presumably his father was Jewish ( because his wife was Jewish)
I looked over - name by name—- the Jewish census of the

1833, 1840 years. But his name was not among the registered
people.

As You have said, that the family had left Hungary at 1848 or
1849 , I examined these two years of the Ministry of the
Interior. ¢ nearly 13 boxes.)

I hoped for, that - before the travel- they had asked for
passport or any other identity-paper.

But sorry to say, there was nothing. They hadn’t got passport
and so we can know nothing of their leaving.

I also examined all the record-books of merchants of Pest,
but his fathers name was not found.

In 1838 there were a great floods of the Danube.

Nearly all Pest had been destroyed.After this, a great sum of
money were devided among the victims.

Therefore the total Pest - street by street - had been regis-
tered by personal.If they had been living in Pest , under the
given surname - their name must have been registered.

But. the name cannot find on the lists.
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La2st not lzast some words about ths fathsr' “rads,
In Hungary +the father original esngagement could not have been
Gutta Pesrcha manufacturer.

As You know, it is a special kind of tres ¢ similar to the
rubber tree D> from which a rare raw material can be obtained.
Neither this kind of tree, nor its product can be found not
only in Hungary, but neither in Europe.

( The only except perhaps is England, where could be trans-
ported by ship from the possessions.

Dezar Mrs Csontos!

To summary the above mentioned facts , I examined all the pos-—
sibility place where I could have found something,but I hadn’t
round any data.

That is mean, that two conclusions can be stated:

1. They were called otherwise in Hungary , so in
England they did not say their real name.

2. They did not live in Pest.
With this statement I have to finish the research work.
If You wil find any other new fact, in that case the work
can be continued.
I would be very happy, if I could find something. I made my
best, but sorry to say, there was no data of Your ancestor.
The honorarium of the work is: 250 dollars.
The money can be remitted to the following bank-account:

BUSZ Bank Rt Féiroda
075 Budapest
Karoly krt. 3-C
name: Patkéné dr. Kéringer Maria
number: 18397486
Thank You for the commission.

I
1

All the best.

Yours’ faithfully.
,{"j.?'. ) /C |
€N 'M,r@“/ (s he




10.

Mark was a Gutta Percha Merchant or Manufacturer in England. On Charles
Marriage Certificate to Jane Esplin in 1861 he gave his father's name as Gustavus
and his occupation as Gutta Percha Manufacturer.  “Note-

It was xuown 1n the familv that Charles had a much loved brother named Elias.
Since exchanging photographs with Martin and Deidre Shanks from New Zealand,
who is descended from Frank Wolfgang the voungest son of Elias. we have round
quite a strong resemblance between different members of the families.

The only clue we have of the original name in Hungary was in a letter written by
Gertrude Hill, daughter of Elias, to her nephew Fred, Martin's father. In it she
mentons that her Grandfather (Mark) was born in Hungary, that he described
himself either as an Hungarian or as a Pole, and that the original name sounded as
Maleski or Malaski. Either of those names are Polish , so it would appear that
(Gustavus or) Mark was born in Poland and went to Hungary, where he married
and his sons were born in Pest.

Dr, Kunz, who wrote the book "Blood and Gold" about Hungarian emigration,
twice mentioned C.H. Dawson, but did not know if he was an Hungarian who
changed his name when he came to Australia or was born in Pest to English parents.
He knew he was in the Hotel business but nothing else about his life in Australia.

Dr. Kunz believed that very few Hungarians felt the need to emigrate. hile
because the Jews svere persecuted, thev took any opportunity to leave. The
Hungarians who did leave never seemed to settle, often moving and changing their
jobs frequently.

Mark Schmerl Wolfgang appears to have been a restless person. He moved to
Ireland, Liverpool, Newcastle, Gateshead, and London. He gave a variety of
occupations on the birth and marriage certificates of his children, such as Indian
Rubber Merchant, Gutta Percha Manufacturer, Toy Manufacturer, and General
Merchant. He married four times and as far as I know had eight children.

I wrote to Dr. Kunz to see if he could help sort out the Hungarian years, and he
kindly wrote back with his ideas based on his knowledge of the subject.

with hindsight I think it would have been better not to have tried to prove the
Tzar connection. There are no documents so it is impossible to prove the story,
which has been told throughout the family since 1848 and is part of our history;
and I firmly believe it should remain so.

Although I agree with Dr. Kunz's theory that in those days there were no titled
Jews, there certainly were Jews with responsible positions as advisers in both Noble
and Roval Households, mainly as Financial advisers, and in Arts and Music, so 1
can see no reason why the family would need to concoct the story.

[ can understand the change of name, which was common with Jewish families, as
when Emperor Joseph IInd's Decree requiring Hungarian Jews to adopt German
names, and when Russia annexed part of Poland around the 1790's the Poles were
required to Russianize their names. Also, when the Germans annexed their share of
Poland their Poles had to Germanize their names, likewise the Germans in Hungary
had to use Hungarian names at one stage. Whatever the changed name was, [ feel
sure they would have continued to use their original names among themselves, and
probably when they left the country.

I jokingly suggested one day that Gustavus may have stolen the jewels, and we
decided that considering the enormous upheavals that would have taken place
during the Revolution, with the Hungarian Revolutionaries sweeping across the
country to near victory, and then being put to flight by the Russian Armies, and onlv
after the heaviest fighting, all sorts of possibilities present themselves. ’

Perhaps the jewels were put in Gustavus's charge as a trusted servant and he took
off with them; perhaps he knew of an abandoned cache in some mansion, and
perhaps he took them from a _wealthy Revolutionary who was killed and whose
property would have been confiscated anyway.

Note: “Gutta Percha”, obtained from the latex of certain Malaysia trees, was widely used in the 19th century, somewhat as rubb
is used todav. Flexible but harder than rubber it was made into sheets for lining and waterproofing boxes and other vessels er
soles on boots and shoes etc. It could be formed into tubing for hoses, waterproof carboys for gunpowder, water jugs and sob‘:b
19th centry golf emploved exclusively a solid ball of gutta percha - a “gutty”. In early 20th century, gutta percha was super 5‘21
by the more flexible and also extendable india rubber. persede
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The possibilities are numerous and Graham and I have considered them equally
with the possibility that they were a gift or award from the Tzar.

The jewels really did exist, and Margery Ellis still has two oi the copies.

They are not the type of jewellery owned by ordinary people, and I would like to
think that Mark (Gustavus) or his father Samuel 1were high in favour with someone
of Noble or Rovai Lineage before leaving the country. as the original storv stafes.

1853 - 1860

I had always believed that Charles arrived in Australia in 1853, but I had two
stories, one told bv mv Uncle Lionel Dawson, and the other by my Mother.

Lionel believed that Charles was lured by news of the early gold rush, so set out
with his family on the steamer-sailing vessel "Carthage” in 1851.

Two days before he was due to arrive in Fremantle, the captain came to him
calling him Count Wolfgang, and told him he would be making a grave mistake if he
landed under the name of Wolfgang. The skipper told him that there was a big
convict element and the odds were that he would not be too well received or treated
with a name like that. Swaved by the Captains wamning the Count took the good
old English name of Charles Henrv Dawson by deed poll in Fremantle in 1832.

I found that the earliest records of deed poll in Fremantle was 1923, and in
Victoria 1904, so it is safe to feel that Charles merely assumed the name.

I was lucky to have one of my numerous letters to Fremantle passed on to Steve
Howell, the senior Librarian of the Perth Cultural Centre, who told me that the
R.M.S. Carthage made many trips to Australia, but not until 1881 - 1890 period. He
also checked the Fremantle Passenger Arrivals Index from 1829 - 1890 and there
was no Charles Henry Dawson or Samuel Wolfgang listed.

Charles would have been very young, and as his father was still alive, he would
not have been Count Wolfgang; as far as I can tell he came alone. There is a
connection with the "Carthage” though, as that was the ship Charles sailed on when
he went for a holiday to England in 1890.

His naturalisation Papers state that he arrived in Newcastle N.S.W. on 6th
March, 1853, but does not mention the name of the ship. Graham Ross has searched
all possible records at Newecastle and Sydney around that date and can find no
record of his arrival.

The following is a letter contained in the Melbourne "Argus” April 1853.

Dear Sir,

We, the passengers on board the Prince Arthur, have attentively watched
vour conduct in performing the many arduous duties pertaining to vour office of
Purser to this ship, feel it is our bounded duty to express our full approval as to the
ample and general satistaction you have given. You were thrown amongst us, a
body of men holding both high and low positions, and from your courteous and
gentlemanly demeanour, strict business habits, kindness, and general impartiality
vou have earned the respect, esteem, and goodwill of all. ’
" Your duties will cease on board this ship in a few days, and you will be entering a
country where, we feel confident, your upright character will meet a suitable reward.

With best wishes for your success we subscribe ourselves, dear Sir, your sincere

and well wishers.
(signed by nearly all the passengers)

To Charles Henry Dawson Esq.
Considering the many obstacles he has had to encounter he has done more than

wonders.

Alex Fraser Esq
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However, the C.H. Dawson referred to here is not the principal of this storv. The
passenger list for Prince Arthur, which arrived in Melbourne in April, 1853,
includes:
Sophia Dawson, aged 25 vears
C.H. Dawson, aged 35, Agent
Elizabeth A Dawson, aged 30, Clerk
Francis Dawson, aged 30
Elizabeth C. Dawson, aged 3.

All came from Ireland.

My mothers storv is the same as the story Pollv Woltgang wrote to Rose Pedler in
the early 1930's.

For Charles to have made two fortunes between 1853 and 1859 sounds rather
impossible. To prove the storv is also impossible as there are no dates to go by.

Copy of a letter written by Polly Wolfgang to Rose Pedler in the early 1930's:

S always knew that we had this brother in Australia from our earliest davs
though we never saw or heard from him. He was only 17 when he left home, and I
was a baby, but myv Mother (his Step Mother) very often used to talk of him.

Gold digging was all the craze then, and it was supposed that he ran awav to sea
and then joined the gangs who worked there, and was at different places viz
Bendigo, Ballarat, Geelong, Yarra Glen, St. Kilda, and others.

After some years he made his fortune, and his thoughts turned homewards, and
he very much wished to see a loved brother (Elias in Liverpool) and his father if he
was still alive. So he made preparations to leave and shared out with his partner
who was named Charles Dawson. They took their passage together, but at the last
moment his partner tricked and robbed him and left him behind, taking his name
(Samuel Woltgang).

The vessel sank and all on board drowned. My father read of the shipwreck and
saw one of the passengers was drowned of the name Samuel Wolfgang, and as he
was coming home by that vessel, he thought it must be him.

My brother, very much disheartened, started again but not in his own name, he
took the name of this late partner, Charlie Dawson, and kept it to the day of his
death.

He was again fortunate at the diggings and it is a matter of history that he was
the last man to have a grant from the Australian Government of a plot of free land.
After that the land had to be paid for. He again wrote to England saying he was
coming over, when he learned that his Father was still alive, but his brother was
dead. By that time he was married and had a large family. Eventually he arrived
and after being in Liverpool for some time he came to his Father's and I saw him for
the first time on Friday 25th July, 1890. He returned to Australia on September 5th
the same year, returning to Melbourne. That was the last time he came to England,
he died on 29th June, 1923. While he was in England I spent a good deal of time
with him and he told me of his family and home at Melbourne, or rather at
Dandenong, a suburb of Melbourne. Most of his children were married then, leaving
three daughters at home who were all married before he died. The eldest, Rose, Mrs.
Pedler, now a widow, lives at St. Kilda; Amy, Mrs. Van Breda who was soon left a
widow, but remarried and lives at New Zealand. The third and last daughter Muriel
, usually called Bonnie, is Mrs. William Gartside, living at Dingley, Victoria, is the
one I correspond with, but [ have never seen her, but I think is an exceedingly nice
person and an excellent wife and mother. She has two dear children, Meg and Ken
and a husband who adores her. The portrait enclosed was sent to me after his visit
to England, and he was then 53. I consider it exactly like him as he was when I last

saw him.
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1860 - 1867

EARLY DAYS IN AUSTRALIA

[ can find no record of the vears between 1533 and 1822, but Lionel told me that
Charles spent some time in Queensland. where ne round zoid. and av one st
had gold to the value of 90.000 pounds.

He also discovered a "green mountain” and pagged it out <
he came o Melbourne a Company was formed by Bailleaw, L.L. Smith, and Dawsen
and was named the "Cloncurry Freehold And Gold Mining Company” svith
Capital of 4000 pounds in 1 pound shares.

In the boom vears in Victoria the Bailleau family made huge fortunes. Lionel told
me many vears ago that a Bailleau tricked Charles out of his share of 2 mine when
Charles was unable to find some cash in a hurry.

Dr. L.L. Smith was a very well known man - a doctor who specialised in svomen’s
complaints, and wvas a notorious abortionist. He was socially accepted. and a very
wealthy man. He and the Dawson family always remainad friendly; Rose Dawson
was a bridesmaid at his daughter Louise's wedding, and his grand daughter was &
vouthful bridesmzid at Rose’s wedding.

[ have searched for a record of the Cloncurry Mine with no luck. but it is listed on
Charles's Probate Papers as 500 shares Cloncurry Mines - no value.

Lionel was a charming man, and a wonderful storv teller, it was only when [ grew
up that [ realised there was not much truth in his stories. He was a loving Uncle
and, in the davs when children were supposed to be seen and not heard, he atwavs
made a fuss of us and took the time to talk to us, but in doing the family story his
‘tacts’ are not reliable.

Charles claims to have come overland to Victoria in 1860, but in that vear he was
at Moira Lakes, swhich is not far from Echuca in N.S.W., and was a tisherman.

At this time there was a large fishing co-operative there. [ have been in touch swith
Mrs. Pat Corry who is descended from Joseph Rice who started the fishing industry
at the Moira Lakes, but she has no record of Charles being there. At this time he
travelled a lot, and he could have been an agent for the business.

TAKEN FROM "ECHUCA - A CENTENARY HISTORY" by Susan Priestley:

"One of the best Murrav fishing grounds was and still is at the Moira Lakes, some
miles upstream from the Goulburn junction where the river, lacking a clearly defined
channel, spreads indolently during winter over several square miles, and shrinks in
summer to a series of lakes, swamps, and lagoons. The still shallow waters make a
perfect breeding ground for all varieties of Murray fish, the abundance of svhich in
turn attracts millions of wild fowl who return each vear to nest amongst the reeds or
high up in the swamp gums. The Aborigines over long generations had become
expert in exploiting this hunting ground, and white men were not slow in observing
its potential. One of the first to see the possibilities of a regular trade in fish was an
ex-miner, Joseph Rice. During 1855 he and several mates set themselves up in huts
on an island in the Lakes, planning to make the most of their first-hand knowledge
of market conditions in Bendigo. They engaged Aborigines to use their skills and
formed the Murray River Fishing Company along well organised co-operative lines.
The catch was sent off several times a week by boat at about 9:00p.m. and
transferred at a convenient spot on the river bank to a cart which then made a seven
or eight hour journey, via Echuca, arriving in time to catch the early moming market.

In 1862 there were six men in the co-operative and three coaches and thirtv horses
were emploved during the season to take two or three tons of fish per week to the
Bendigo and Melbourne Markets. Even out of season half a ton was dispatched
weekly, and it was then that the company had leisure to develop its sidelines.
Leeches, carefully stripped of slime and packed in blue clay, brought 4 pounds 10
shillings or 5 pounds per thousand on the London market, where they were much in
demand by the medical profession. Ducks, teal, and other wild fowl were also
trapped or shot and sent off to Melbourne with the tish. '
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The trade was profitable. The top price paid for fish was a shilling a pound, and
taking into account the trade in wildfowl and leeches, the company would have
been grossing up to 10,000 pounds a vear in 1862.7

[ can find no record of how and when Charles met George Esplin and the Vipond
family, but niz voas 2efindtely in Bendigo while wworking for the = ;
He became ver: friendly with George Espiin, a friendshin that remained very close
until George's death in 1878.

In the familv bible it states that Thomas Esplin married Janet Vipond on 12th
JTune, 1833.

Their daughter Jane (registered as "Jean”) was born on 1st June 1836 at Edinburgh.
Scotland, and their son George was born on 15th March. 1838, also in Edinburgh.
Their mother Janet died at Arbrouth, Scotland, on 3rd May, 1348, aged 36 vears.

Jane aged 24 vears, George aged 22, and their cousin John Vipond. agedls vears,
arrived in Melbourne on the "Grevhound” on the 3rd August 1359 after a voyage
lasting 84 days. They were met by, and went to stav with. their Uncle John (Jack:
Vipond who lived in Little View Street, Sandhurst (Bendigo). and was listed as a
Carriage Builder, and on some forms as a Wheelwright: but whatever his occupation
he seems to have been well established in Bendigo.

Jane and Charies were married on 26th July, 1861 at Epsomy, Victoria. The
ceremony was performed by the Rev. Mark Butler. who i t

Siins co-op in
ISAing So-0r U

3 had been the firs
Congregational Minister in Bendigo. He came to Bendigo in 1333 and lert in 1350,
but returned in 1337 where he was amongst those who gave an Address of Welcome
to His Excellencv Sir Henry Barkley when the latter visited Bendigo on 13th
September, 1337.

In 1859 the Rev. W.R. Fletcher of the Congregational Church became Pastor at
Bendigo, and remained there for nine vears. On the Marriage Certificate Charles
gives his religious denomination as Lutheran, and Jane as Presbyvterian.

The witnesses were Maria Young, and her husband John Young who had been
elected a Director of the Caledonian Societv when it was formed in Bendigo in 1859.

Charles and Jane's first child, Esther Maria, was born at Epsom on the 9th
August, 1861, and shortly after, Charles took the family back to the Moira Lakes to
live; he continued his work with the Fishing Co-op.

On the 6th December, 1862, Sarah Jane was born and shortly after this the family
took up residence in Echuca, Charles was already well known in the district.

In 1863 he wrote a letter to the Riverine Herald asking why a bridge could not be
built across the Murrav to Moama, by public subscription, as had been done at
Wahgunyah.

Also in 1863 he ran a Depot store with Mr. E. Homan, and then joined svith
Robert Broughton in building a Brass Foundry.

EXCERPT FROM THE RIVERINE HERALD, ECHUCA, 2ND DECEMBER, 1365:

"It seems that the brick building now in course of erection next to Mr. Taylor's office
is for Messrs C.H. Dawson, Broughton and Co., and not for Mr. Weavers, as might
be inferred, although it is built under his superintendence. When complete the
building will be an ornament to that part of the town. Messrs Dawson, Broughton
and Co. are entering upon the business of brass founders, engineering, and general
smiths zinc workers &c., a pursuit in which we wish them the success thev can
scarcely fail to obtain, for by their enterprise a great want will be supplied. Mr. C.H.
Dawson is an old resident of Echuca and its vicinity and we have no doubt but that
his numerous friends will be glad to hear of his new venture.”
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ALSO IN THE RIVERINE HERALD IN1863:
on, of Echuca, have just completed a L_Ltmo tor Mr.
h mile hut. By its agency, and one man ¢ n keep it

Dﬂ wson

1
U

S _?? e-'l from a \\ell el *ht \»1\ feet deep. MNess

lizabeth was born at
the earlv davs.
chuca Borough Rate Book. a:

=
-
=
[qV]
-2
(o)
—t
=
-
)
-2
L2
(9 )Y
H=
()
L
@]
lJ"(
',‘_3
[a1]
o 1

copy of page E
18635. disclosing C.H. Daws

awson as the owner of
Dwelling which I believe wvas in Mitchell Street.
On 6th December. 1865. he sold land to harles Pascoe for 100 pounds, and a
little later he sold land to Donald Forbes for 130 pounds. There is a record of these

sales in the "NMemorials".
[ believe that at this tme George Esplin lived with the family, as he and Charles

were in business together.
On 6th March, 1356, Charles Henrv Dawson II, the first son, was born at their

.
L
home in Mitchell Street, Echuca.

IN THE RIVERINE HERALD 28TH MARCH, 1866:

"The partnership existing between the undersigned, carrving on business as
blacksmiths and brass rounj_rs, in High Street, Echuca, was this day dissolved b

mutual consent. The business of the said firm will in future be carried on by Robert
Broughton and br_org Espiin alone, under the name and title of Broughton and
E:.pim by whom all accounts due to or owing by the said firm will be received and
paid.
Dated at Echuca this 26th dav of March, 1366.
C.H. Dawson
Robert Broughton

George Esplin
Witness-
H. Major
Clerk to J.P. Motteram,
Solicitor,
Echuca.”

By this time the marriage appears to have been very unhappy and Charles claims
that Jane had become addicted to drink, and had become verv drunken in her
habits, and so he resigned his situation and left Echuca.

n 1867 the family moved to Hav, N.S.W. where Charles went because he had a
relative there, although I can find no record of this.

j ack vV ipond born ond AR Ry e T

= = 3
February 1822, in % | .‘1‘; ;
Edinburgh, son ot . |

Thomas and Jean Vipond
nee Borland.

Mrs Jack Vipond, Annie,
nee Calder.

Uncle and Aunt to Jane
and George Esplin

Photos: Helen Gumbleyv,
nee Vipond, of Svdney.




SRR EREEREED

V4

CHEDULEC

. o /q —,v-} 2y ?/,q’
/! Martlages solemaized in tha District of _//:/'f""c/(_;’/‘y
N
| . H Cocdition of ‘oe Dirses, i A
. | i
| . e wpie s Al ' »
x " | U em A 3 30T Al ATl E Nime a3d 3arame 3 e Taraee ‘:‘:.:.“‘;: .‘”:m_:; abb-.'w-— : Jird Tlse,
: : —r— 4§ —— e :—-:.:
=T : ; i i i T - T =
N T, P RS 3 ! ’;B // , ; Yy .
W /(///‘ LN 4T R T A ~'H:;u ,»';w:m',‘ sy AN )t AT ; o) ;;;/“,,’ ;,39,,,,,'4 vr,
H [y, ' . ! . i L7 —~
e ! e e, e 7
T o ! - . . P //"—‘\ . v y
1 2 ¥ VIR Yoy Ll i B -/ S SR
: 4 : Racl SRRV SR P r A4 o VeI 7
| U/ L/ v : 7 Loy Z
‘ | !
\ , ;

Nt e {',CJ’. A e ) N

e, s o=
Y24 P do heredy leciare Laad //'oV"J - O Memar of S x:;-;;:(.';;( / i
e Lt

{iasert Camrch, Religions Soctety, or Cenemiaalisy, ¢2 toe 1a2e mey 54)

-

Cor g _ s .. - ,
soexo Wuied iz e 7O Mu‘_‘,' :—’,.)«‘w.«:/v‘ D ome (,,c,;,,,ﬁ, ¢ Al ey ___,/N, /?_J. o oo
. v i - < S b
'7{'/"!/’ el ‘
]
i p _
Misvyd o oa -
marrizgs Jaritificass
ST
Charliss and Jarne
CHEDLLE C.
Registered by ¢ /// @ Z’—/—/
/z/‘ i e
: dmw’(’”’rﬂ’”/v/ﬁwué/“
: Rewideno. !
i : | Parenta
2aak ~ Prxossioa. b Ao | —i
! ) Present. ’ Usaal, i ]
45 ! ' ! (Matrars Mot aow € acam, i’ Father's Rank or Prof
1 \_ osuca,
s [ : / . ;o I /‘/ . c.> ————
- .., & S Y = - :
:\’1,@/{(—7,,‘}01/ é L.j; [ ,écw Lo o I Xy [‘t’u.}f;:‘:/gnw,m, !"']‘HC'.: Letesi
' ! 4
! o (1 . .
| /| O, (,// = <o o L@/
241 (24scon (7 ced i vAoreay (/-%/a - I ..
<A, Y 7/ CIZ0 T rrbey
i i 7a~4/“///ioma/ ! <t
’ |

A

This Murage w( % At tage s Vava

Ta the presence

solemnised detoeda {

4 -
28 .. ..-2 s /{ e é‘/ ) - of as
Aocordiag a0 #5712 }24- f}‘*) / a»;g /9}!.4’5”.(' lods

3y (3¢ Saforv) m_g./_//éf"‘/{ @/

7“?-—f.d<&
N il .7

s

. o
c 7 ST {OBdadag Misiwa,
X f/c vﬂ/’v ff/""‘f et "7""4‘4‘”//7'!-’“’
o H {_/,d'_ "y .xl../l'ﬂ e VP4
/
vlwﬂbf‘/nj”J"'(/

o

Deputy Regiseme,

—_— ]




'ARE WE TO IIAVE A BRIDGE?

'l)..\d

appt(Zo the fde/or of t//r J’zm ina Ierald))
er.-—'llm qu:.uunn ia to whotlier wo nre ever to v a
Lol ]

harl

bridzo acrors tho Murray al elther \[m.m or Tt
ono whish now farces itsoil rm'm-w iy ouren the aton.

]

|

o |
=

- tion of all tm:mn.s men in ba'ly enleniea,  he
| Tanal dou.ﬂh.mv of tuking active stons to aecornpiish by
g | I I private enterprise thut whicn Government {380 surine
' .- _= labout, bocomes cverysday mare ﬂ"rmr‘f_"\.‘ “Tiig idaa
“j R gtruck ma when laat'I pmd A visih to Wohaounrah,
| There I found that the peopla, instead ~f cxlliny upen
- Tuptter, had pub their own slioulilers o (e wheel, and
= oomeqnonfly were suceessivl T hat is o say, altes

being disn nnomtcd several t\"ws bv Governmect, thov
A entered into a company, subseribed t‘\c nesossary ennital
t usl

1]
built an exeellont bridgs over the river: and ajtheush
tho trade there i3 nn‘ near =0 crent A
romm.ﬂ show a divilon -8 120 per contl on the ont
after all warking exnonses aro e aved,  Whe sl

not ga eoad an example be follawed herer 1 throw o
the nint in order that thaze mast intares{nd may mavo
i tha matter, if it svare only thet the Rnh,n ctanay ha bette
ventilated, T may, however, remark that t ha deelvabitity

L
1S

JJ
—
1
(&
Rl
-
4
.
e
B
-
e

\RRY

of forminz sueh a company heve l.ns Icm mmwiwm.
P seve al influantiad Pe"ﬁom in tha neigibarhasd, by all
whon the project has been hizhly apnroved.

C e o, Tam, Siv, vours truy, )
o L GO DATWSON.

I o t

- N ~ %0 -
Prom: MU, Jollaectiln.
H Notiee! Xotlee! motice!
i
uvea aud the ':i:vatx ¢ Dintrict
A e bhas uslered into parinerabig wity Messss
; RDIOUGITTON E’lﬁ'"LX'ﬁ
i Brass “c"m.‘e.z En gxhee.t/: 424 General
: S:uiths, Zicowerkers, Tinemiths, &e.
! /
LT \ 7 -7 .
ey ’}ve-/*r kaadag woze bul good matesicl”
. . Dand HrHcinay avobanics, fuotaent e ahare of the
~ha D eeandas “araid ; pa N bl ot :
LIS T 4T =i T e e [ : ' / prlite rupipors,
TN A : e I
LGN LSy o 1{_‘ - : Puugie aud Leereengizes Htted up on tho rhiuriest
'z, ocanulark PR 20D, ! totice tu uny depti.
i
‘-

Guatvervizeduns currmgated fron truks and truug Vs
Dude v un.v.r ut dMelbuurce prices,

i Tinware of all dessriplinna,
i Hidging eod apoitisg, &e., Uxed oz
| I'urnicy dooe W brese or irve,
i
!
o famne st oal descriptivne ciwle asd o paired
.
| tiurses abod by anm expericuced ohiues,
: TSI et ,
i Alvoreerh proinpliy allonded Lo,
i s
. e e
C I DAWSIDN, BROTGHTON & oo
jﬂ_-’;‘/-‘“’lf.’f, L"/(n('."., '

: PO =The undersigaed woulld el .
Stinn si Lho hldﬂ'.lt soainking welt

3 a Ly {“‘r.,uf,
weil pumps, capatis of thrawicg Vo
of mater per o WNguLle ) WNT ean L ureey, .
Sabant heifl the price of wr.n Frines T

Fstinaten ol toary slation on wepd

e oati 1.

NG

|
\ . . Les xd i
| of well, and nocompatent person wiong n., le 14
: Cthem, ‘
b g AT < 1
oS00 Cootl Davwsox) Bhwvantex o s,




A JANIAA RIS \IA S\ IR IR USR IR\ TR\ SR LR A SR\ SR VSR UBR U SR R VSR LR U U VO U U L U R A

t 3 ZEOoOQ il o =
oty oo Qap Do TS o @ oy
OBz O S| R s O e e )
O g O ] H OS2 MO D <
S SR - : k- E M
crn O o S =E — =0 - Cav
B e o by (L © ct - n (@)}
b oo Ol= @ @+ e T
ot T il @) L W
Y 1 G ot QO O
Carmy vy M O - -
W = ) 10 TR s
O P < = g 00y
-~ ) \-.A L1 =4 :J [
T = =
- oo ! O @ O
i Y S - ~{ O N e o
= S N er ci (o
Y D [OVIRNGN] [4)] o} U
S P2 0~ - ¢ W .
W L oo WG e e b T s
L et il o | R ()] t= G 3
B am ® cr © o T - g
e e o R o
L — O M = O C WGl
O g = = ot 3 ot
¢~ T er G- o
B O~3 D Cwm G W
& = o O (@] = 47 Ji =
D R ™ = by — oL
@ = Us G by er ®
=] O [ cr O T = 3
= “E W @
0 [EIAN0)} Do e3 ok

| SEUTPS
I
sfuc

5L WO.
ITATS
S

H- Sk ct ~ (5
Q. - B O C W o 0N
= €] s B g G O 2 cCcom )
(5! o ¢z WS ores g

J8UQET awoy

¢
w O om ((,—l- =
= ct O R
o = =08 - @ oD
ot @ = Uy Yoo Doy
O cr i E-l i 0y gl -~ = % rh
@] = Re e {3 n O QAmn -
= O o £ [ @]
o = P N G () a1 )
M y ; e

o =z= 30

FuTses T

@]

) — s = O ct .
i 4 = o ‘g g;

o= g e 12 I
= = 0y - ga e B O -
(3. 0 = = o = @
o B oo O o
) = — N [t (s ct
ue € 1 e = >
7] 1 s I




ASAIA IR USRI U U U B S U I SR B IR SR U LR U LR U U LI VO R U L O L L T

~a

1867 - 1871

In the four vears Charles was in Hay, he was obviously happy and very busy.

He joined many clubs and seems to have been a popular person and highly
respected.

The first record i have of him in Hay 15 in oo
formed, of which he was made Honorary Secratary.

When he first arrived he conducted a bookshop in the main strest, Lachlan Street.
Around this time he became very worried about Jane. and with har permission, and
on the advice of friends, he sent her to Melbourme to Dr. Crooks, who ran a
Sanatorium where she staved for twelve months at great expense!

Jane claims she was not addicted to drink but was ill, and in fairness to her, she
had born four children in about five vears. and Charles was a voung man and

robablv not very caring at this stage. He seemed busy both sociallv and at work.

All the details of Charles’ life in Hayv were taken from articles in the Deniliquin
Pastoral Times which printed the Hay news, and were sent to me by Caroline
Merrylees.

On 27th November, 1867, Charles organised a meeting to help the local school
master, who was rzceiving an inadequate remuneration and not coping. Later this
teacher, Mr le Clerk, publicly thanked Mr. Dawson ror nis kindness.

In 1867 he was made Secretary of the Hav Jockey Club. On Inth May at the Police
Office Mr. Carter's Licence for the Crown Hotel was transferrad to Mr CH.
Dawson.

In November of that vear he, with others, attended a meeting at the Punt Hotel to
discuss a smear campaign being waged against the local Police Magistrate Captain
Brown. Mr Dawson was one of those who called the meeting, and was on the
Committee chosen to correspond with the Government on the matter. Soon aiter,
Captain Brown's appointment was confirmed and his conduct of the court
endorsed.
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PASTORAL TIMES, DENILIQUIN; 12TH DECEMBER, 1868&:

"On the 9th December, 1863, the Crown Hotel had a narrow escape from being
burnt down. It appears that soon after the lamps were lit there came a puff of wind
which caused one of the lamps in the concert room to burst. The place would soon
have been a mass of flame had it not been that the accident was perceived and
prompt measures taken to put out the fire; the bystanders rendered every
ass_listance, and it was soon put out. As it happened the damage done was onlv
trifling.”

This happened shortly after Charles had opened his new Concert room. It, with
the new bar, was a great improvement to the town. On the 20th January, 1869, he
gave a party for the voung people of the township. The concert room was
beautifully decorated, about sixty or seventy children were present... "and the light
of their rherry faces and the sound of their jovous voices is something to be
remembered by those who were present’.

An important occasion for the family w
Mosat, which took place at the Crown Hotel. Jane Dawson e
time at Dr. Crooks’ Sanatorium, and both Charles and Jane signed as witnesses on

the Marriage Certificate.

as the marriage of George Esplin to Jane
son was home from her
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Several months later Jane wwas sent to stav with friends of the familv, Mr. and
Mrs. John Clonson. who had a farm at Ballyshanzssy rnow known as Nunawading:.
Jane wwas pregnant and staved there until she returned to Hav for the birth of the
baby.

FROM D.P.T. 9TH TANUARY 1509

"In reference to a paragraph which appeared in a Deniliquin Journal, from the Hayv
Correspondent, referring to the match between Mr. Sabine's horse. Mr. Bogie. and
Mr. Dawson's mare, Native Cat, evervone seems highly indignant at the insulting
and uncalled for tone. He says everyone anticipated Mr. Bogie to be the winner,
when it is well known from the excellent style the Native Cat was brought out, and
the expense the owner went to in getting a light-weight from Melbourne that, if
anvthing, she was inclined to be the favourite. No backer of Mr. Bogie would give
odds, which speaks volumes for the mare. It seems a pity when such spirited men
as Messrs. Sabine and Dawson go in for a quiet match, to test the merits of their
respective nags, and try and atford the public a days sport, that some anonymous
writer should make it appear what it really was not, but as if the whole affair was
got up by a parcel of cardsharpers and swindlers. I hope if the correspondent
alluded to is a resident of this town that for the future he will be more careful to
confine himself to the truth.”

On 8th February, 1869, a meeting of members of the Riverine Jockey Club took
place at Mr. Dawson's Crown Hotel. A great deal of important business was gone
through. and the date of the Annual Races was fixed for the 28th and 29th of April.

Mr. Dawson, the Hon. Secretary, tended his resignation, and James Forsyvth Esg.
was dulv appointed in his place.

In December 1869 a Lodge of Foresters was opened in Hay, and Charles was
elected the first Chief Ranger.

On 15th January Jane Dawson gave birth to a daughter, Jane Mowat Dawson, and
after the birth Jane returned to the Clonsons where she remained for two vears.
Charles paid one pound and ten shillings a week for her to board. ’
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In 1870 Charles built a large winch over a well at the Crown Hotel for the purpose
of pumping up water for the supply of the house. .

George and Jane Esplin took over the "Bush Inn" in 1570. Apparently theyv leased
it for five years but were there for only one year, as in 1871 George leased Daniel
Shurr's "Tattersalls Hotel" said to have been the smallest hotel in the town. He lived
only seven vears after this. He and Jane bought the first freehold in 1875, although
probably got an option to purchase long before this, as by then theyv had already
built considerable extensions and improvements. They then built the second story
which made it the largest and best appointed hotel in the town. After Georges death
in 1878 Jane carried on the business alone. She was a remarkable woman; despite a
considerable debt and four small children she continued to conduct the large
business, make additions to the building, and to improve it's appointments until it
was said to be the best hotel outside the metropolitan area.

Her last purchase of land for the hotel, seems to have been in 1885.

In 1887 she married Tom Patterson of "Ulonga”, and they all went to live on the
station between Hav and Booligal. It is interesting to note that Charles’ daughter
Georgina Elizabeth was one of the witnesses at the marriage. -

I believe that Charles had money in the Bush Inn, and I know that George had 100
pounds in the Crown Hotel.

In April, 1870, Charles was declared insolvent. He was examined, and attributed
his insolvency to bad seasons, losses in business and the refusal on the part of two
creditors to give time for the payments of their debts. The main person who would
not give him time was J.G. Menon, proprietor of the local brewery, who left the
colony as soon as all was settled.

For the next few months the paper was full of the insolvency.

There is no doubt that Charles had a lot of outside business dealings, and that he
made frequent trips to Melbourne and Sydney, and appears to have boucht and
sold goods including Plate, Rings, Saddles, and I would think anything tl?at W
demanded. '

Graham and I think the insolvency was rather a farce as after the second meetin
the deficiency was only 365 pounds. George Esplin could have lent him that ancgl
Charles probably had money in the Bush Inn although he denied it at the tim’e He
had said originally that he offered his creditors 20 shillings in the pound with ba }t\
interest, if they would give him three, six, nine, or twelve months. So obvious}y tllle

as

e
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business was not going bad although he may have been unable to meet some of ¢
bills on time. At the third meeting it is suggested he was a hopeless book keeper,
and we certainly don't believe that. ' “
In those davs many men made la
ot

and within a fewv vears maks

> Thomas Esplin
plin's Tattersall's Hotel”

Georg
of "George Es

D
Hayv, NSW
and his wite Jane, nee Mowat

Photos courtesy Margaret Middleton

[ had imagined that after the insolvency Charles would have quietly crept away
from Hay, but he and the children moved in with the Esplins and appear to have
continued with his interests.

The following two articles from the D.P.T. show he was still in Hay in February
1871. ’

In the Ancient Order of Fore
because of the insolvency he r
remaining nine months.

sters Charles was elected the first Chief Ranger, but
esigned, and Brother Tartkover was elected for the

D.P.T. JANUARY 7TH, 1871:

"On 29th December, the first anniversary of the Court was celebrated by a ball at
the Foresters Hall, Leonard Street. The attendance was numerous and select. The
room was very handsomely decorated with the insignia of the order - battle axes, i
spears, bows and arrows, being grouped in a picturesque manner around the room, \
interwoven with festoons of varied colours. At midnight the company retired to |
supper; the table was splendidly laid out, doing credit to the taste of Host Brother \
G. Esplin. )

The two first toasts of the evening, the "Queen” and "Order” were proposed by
Brother Percy Milne, Chief Ranger. Brother Dawson P.C.R.. responding to the latter.
That of the "Ladies” was proposed by Brother Threlkeld, Junior Woodward, and

r»ejponded to by Mr. George Loughnan. An interesting ceremony then took place
iz, that of presenting P.C.R. Tartakover with an address handsomely engrossed on

vellum (by Brother Dawson) accompanied with a very neat silver medal with gold
coat of arms and wreath, and the motto Palman qui meruit feret. The address was
~s follows;- To Brother M. Tartakover P.C.R. Court Waradgery, No. 4852 A O F. -
‘We the undersigned Officers and Brothers of the above court, in order to testify our
appreciation of your past services as Ch_1et Ranger for the period of nine months, |
vour indefatigable efforts to promote the interests of the court and order in general

vour endeavours to est

ablish a court in this town, which endeavours were croswwned
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with complete success, beg vour acceptance of the medal accompanving this
address, as a token of our regard, and we heartiiv wish that vou may live long to
wear the same’ iHere follows the signatures of the officers of the court). )
Upon the medal and the address being presented by Brother Dawsen, P.C.R.
Tartakover rose amid vocirzrous applause. and replied as follows:-
‘Worthy Chier Officers and Brothers, - i must 02 hughiy Sradivis

r—
< G%
‘
-
-

i
individual when he finds that his exertions on behalf of anv ,_»;éocl Jause have gi*'eiﬂ.
satisfaction. I consider that an expression of approval is ample recompense for such
efforts, but when such approbation is accompanied with such 2 substantial
sousvenir, any effort on my part would fall far short of adequately expressing o

grateful thanks for this acknowledgment of my humble services [ may have rendared
in my capacity as Chief Ranger to the Court. 1We have now been established v
months, this being our first annual commemoration of the founding of Forestr
Hay, and, I think, taking into consideration the limited population and other
circumstances attendant upon the place teing so isolated, highly satisfactorv
progress has been made, both as regards finances, and the admission of members.
sincerely hope that this occasion may be the forerunner of many others, and that in
all gatherings of this kind our numbers will have considerabiv incraase; and I have
not the slightest doubt vou will not fail in achieving this success, it vou will keep
constantly before vour mind the motto of our order - UNITAS, BENEVOLENTIA et
CONCORDIA. Officers and brothers I beg again to thank vou most heartily, and to
assure vou that the honour vou have conferred upon me this evening will never be
forgotten by me.

The supper over, the dancing was resumed, and continued till 2 late hour. swvhen
the company dispersed, evervone being pleased wwith the success of the Foresters
Ball.”

HAY RACES
"To the Editor D.P.T.
Sir,
In reference to a paragraph in your issue of the 25th inst. I beg leave to make a
few remarks, or rather correct some misrepresentations.

You sav that it is rumoured that the postponement of the Hay Races was due to
the influence of the publicans thereby leading the outside public to infer that the
publicans wished to detain owners of horses in the town, with a view to making
monev by such detention. 1. as secretary of the Hav Jockev Club can give that
rumour a flat denial, as I am sure the Committee who postponed the races did not
study the publicans interest, but acted for the best according to their judgement,
and as it turned out, it has been proved to be so for the owners. but not for the

ublicans, who will be losers instead of gainers, as numbers of people who came in
last week for the races returned home immediately in consequence of the
postponement. and will not come back. Ask the owners of Colonel Maniac and
Taminick whether the course was fit to run on or not. Colonel taking his canter on
Thursday, fell on his side, and the others slipped and were liable to have seriously
injured themselves. The fact is, the Committee has been filling up different parts of
the course with loose earth, in some places eight inches deep, and when the rain
came on these places it made regular clay holes, so I leave vou to judge yourself
swhether or not it was fit to run on. '

You also state that the postponement was decidedly illegal. For vour ruture
suidance, will vou kindly look to Rule 7 of the Australian Jockey Club, which rules
we run under. It clearly savs, after stating the powers of the committee 'And thev
shall also have full power, in case the necessity may appear to them.sufficientlf\-
urgent, to put off the races for such time as they may think proper; and, in fact take
upon themselves the entire management of the races, and all other affairs of the
Club, except the admission and expulsion of members, and the altering or making of
new rules etc etc. o .

Also please see Rule 11. The powers am"l duties of the Comrmttee; shall devolve
upon the Stewards during“the days of racing, and for seven days following, their
authority being supreme, and their decision final.

So much for the legality of the proceedings of the Hay Jockey Club Committee.
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“George Esplin’s Tattersall’s Hotel”
Hay, NSW
After extensions completed December 1877

Photo courtesy Margaret Middleton, Sydney
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1871 - 1875

For the last few months Jane had been boarding with Mrs. Taboon at Carlton, and
when Charles left Hay with their children in 1871, he took a house at St. Kilda. and
resumed co-habitation with his wife.

A frer about a2 month he went to Gippsiand where he owned 2 hotel -
Gippsland [ have not been able to discover - however he lert Jane with a zerve
and according to his story enough meney and evary comrort.

Jane savs he gave her no cash, but she wwas able book necassities at certain
sfores.
Shortlv after, Charles received notice tha? Jane was neglecting the children, ¢ he

immediately made plans to return to Melbourne. When he arrived he found she had

left, as she did not want to face him.

He claims he did not know her svhereabouts and refused to search ror her, so he
left the house, and taking the children he went to stay at Mrs. Gallways home at 25
Vale Street, St. Kilda, and arranged for the childrens” maintenance and schooling.

Shortly after, Jane came to see him, and he offered to pav her iare to England
which she agreed. He booked her on the ship "Calcutta”™ svhich was due to sail in
Mas 1572, He also bought her a new outfit, but when the ship got to Queensclift she
Jdisembarked, and later the fare was refunded to Charles. Jane said the Captain and
the ship's doctor put her off the ship because of her ill health.

Ettie Pullman has searched the Passengers List, and thers is no mention ot Jane,
nor of anv woman travelling alone about her age.

It is strange that both Charles and Jane tell the same story at different times. 1
have also tried to check with Llovd's of London. tut so far no luck.

After this Charles arranged for her to go to the Colsons again. She was only there
for three months svhen she left of her own accord, claiming that although Charles
was paving her board and lodging, the Clonsons expected her to work for them.

Charles returned to Gippsland where his Hotel had bumnt down, and he was
having it rebuilt. When he returned he began making enquires about Jane's
whereabouts, and emploved a private detective, Arthur Nunn, for this purpose. He
found that Jane was in the Melbourne Gaol having been charged with Vagrancy and
gaoled for three months.

Jane claimed she went to the police to save herself from starving but she was
admitted to gaol on 21st July, 1873, and discharged on 4th October, 1873, then
admitted again on 10th October 1873 and discharged again on 3rd October 1874,
Back again on 29th November, 1875, and discharged 28th February. 1876, after
which there is silence, and [ can find no record of a re-marriage or death.

Her behaviour was very strange, almost as though she felt secure in gaol. Atone
time she was charged under the name of Jane Watson, but the Watson file has the
Jane Dawson number and is with the Jane Dawson file. _ .

On 11th August Charles started divorce proceedings on the grounds of desertion.

[ was shocked to find the divorce, and I am sure my Mother and other members ot
the family knew nothing about it - it was a very well kept secret. ek

The original divorce papers were at Laverton, so | asked Ettie Pullman to search
for me. It is the first divorce she has found written on 'parchmenfc, and .r_olled up. As
it was in a very fragile conditioril it wal:c,l fearid that it may be impossible to unroil

opVv anaged it with great care.
alnilgl}?rtgcrolg‘x{elégﬁsl;ef rifllwe divorce beinc;r3 finalised, as the last detail is an account
from Jane's Proctor Edward Kane for the expenses which Charles had been ordered
to pay. This was dated in 1877.
Had the divorce been finalised surely

immediately instead of waiting until 1878. . '
Even though Jane was in gagl her brother and sister-in-law appear to have done

nothing to help her. Jane Mowat Esplin was a woman in fine charactgr, who went
out of her way to help people in need, so [ find it surprising that nothing was done
before 1876, especially as Charles anFl George had the money to help.

[ am still searching tor information, as I believe one or the other may have

provided a house and money

Charles and Rachel would have married

for Jane until her death.
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It is aimost certain that Jane mav have changed her name, which would explain
why I can find no record of her death.

Although I feel very sorry for her, I wonder if she had a personality disorder which
would have not been diagnosed in those days.
I have no photo::a:h of Jane but have a description from the Ceniral Re

S2r Of

s,
73]

5

The familv of Charles Henry Dawson and Jane Dawson, nee Esplin.

Photo at left, from left to right:

Sarah Jane Dawson, born 6th December 1362 at Lake Moira, NSW

Georgina Elizabeth Dawson, born 26th May 186+ at Echuca, Vic

The toddler in front: Jane Mowat Dawson, born 15th January 1870 at Hay, NSW
Behind her: Ester Maria Dawson, born 9th August 1501 at Epsom, near Bendigo
Charles Henry Dawson 11, born 6th March 1866 at Echuca Vic.

Photo at right:

Charles Henry Dawson II, as son and heir he is (properly) portra_\'ed alone.

Photos courtesy Bruce Dawson Brown, from the family collection
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Il s ch miiv bible, and aiso the
Sf the ovo infanis. & e Saran and Eitle
I have nad difric ave wonderad ivhar reaction
their unusual 2arly iir g up.

Thev wvere all verw
have upset them, 2spedially
been more upsetting to have her around.

There is no doubi that Charles alivavs cared for them and loved them, but it iz
obvious that with his busy life they wouid have had to be In the hands of 2 nurse. 2:
well as other people.

There is very little mention of them in the details I have iound of Charles life. In
the divorce case he mentions he had alivavs maintained and cared ror his children.
and alwayvs would. It also mentioned his concern that thev would receive a zeood
2ducation. i

[t is obvious that thev ived with their father. and continued
married Rachel.

Over the vears [ nave advertisad for descendaniz of the family of Chat
to contact me. but with no tuck. However this vear 11993, o myv delight [ received 2
Iatrer from Bruce Dawson Brown svhose grandrathe i
ontv recently discovered that his Great Grandiather, Charles, had lived in
Dandenong, so on his next trip to Victoria he visited Dandenong ivhere ne mwet
David Mickle, who is a keen member of the Dandenong Historical Societv, and with
whom [ have been corresponding for several vears. (At this time David was ninetv
one vears old, and an amazing man.)

Bruce knew nothing about the family, and was quite surprised to learn of the
second marriage and large family.

He has some wonderful old photographs but sadly not named or dated. One,
however, was verv easv to identifv and that is of the five children, which T believe
was taken about 1872, and also one of Charies 11, aged about 6 vears.

Charles Il married Susanna Welch at Hayv in 1595, The fact that the_\' named their
first daughter Jean Esplin Dawson, and their son Charles Henry, after his parents,
showed he loved both parents. It would seem that Charles and Rachel had done
nothing to destrow the memory of Jane. Interestingly too. it seems that Charles I
inherited some of his father's Concern with local atfairs. The Honour Roll of Past
Grand Masters of the Manchester Independent Order of Oddfeliows. Lodge
Waradgery, preserved nowadays in the Hay Gaol Museum. includes the name
Charles Henrv Daivson for the vear 1894

It is onlv since the death of Charles and Rachel, and Rose and my Mother Bonnie,
that the vounger generations have drifted apart. The children alwayvs kept in touch,
and Margery remembers Ettie and Georgina often visited her Mother at Elwood.

My Aunt Rose was a wonderful woman and the centre of the family. Family
members turned to her for help and support when needed. She was left a widosw
with two voung children, Margery and Keith who was only twelve months. and then
for five vears she cared for Rachel. She always ha.d open house, and until we were
voung teenagers our family spent most Sundavs with Rose; there were always other
family or friends present. ) . )

Being very voung I never really kneW_ who the}: were - n?pat o.t‘ them seemed verv
old. Apart from saving "hallo” very politely we were always bam:heq to the garden.
and Keith, Ken, and T had our meals in the breaktgst room. We never a'te with the
family on these occasions. This was quite normal for those days, as children were
never present when the adults were talking or discussing family matters.

[ wonder if it is merely a coincidence that my Mother was abogt twenty months
older than her niece Jean Esplin Dawson, and vet both were callg_d 'Banie".

I believe that some of the difficulty ’I have had in tracing the first familv is due to
the age difference. The eldest, Ettie, being thirty six vears swhen Bonnie, the
voungest, was born.

L
. and Rt
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However, thanks to the research done by Bruce Dawson Brown in tracing the
members of the family of Charles and Jane, we are now able to present their Tree.

On finding the married name of Georgina Elizabeth, (viz. Leake) Bruce recalled her
daughters visiting his parents in 1942. Recently he has been in touch with Georgina's
great grandson, Kevin, who has provided the excellent photos of his grandparents
and parents, included eisewhere here.

On the death certificate of Jane Mowat Vail, who died in Horsham, it states she
had no issue. I wrote to the Historical Societv in Horsham, seeking advice about the
family, and Ian Ballenger sent me information including the name and address of
Jane's adopted daughter Jean Orchard.

I rang Jean and she has been very helpful svith old photographs as well as stories
of her Mother and Aunts.

Jane Vail kept in touch with all her sisters and halr sisters, including my Mother.
Jean sent me a snap my Mother had sent Jane of mv two sons, and vet I have no
memoryv of Jane ever being mentioned. What a shame that swhen one is voung one is
not interested in familv.

During 1873, Charles and the children svere living at 24 Errol Street, Hotham, now
called North Melbourne, and Charles was living with Rachel Nash.

I do not know when he met the Nash tamilv, but there were several well
established and wealthyv Nash families living in the Hotham area at this time.

Rachel's parents were John and Rachel (McConnell) who were married on 9th
August, 1846, at Lanark Shire, Barony Parish, Scotland. and their daughter, Rachel,
was born on 24th April 1854 in Edinburgh, Scotland.

The first mention of Rachel is in the "Marriages” in the family bible; then under
"Births” Francis Errol is entered. Born on the 3/1,/1875 at Errol Street, Hotham, he
died on 8/1/1876 and is buried in the Melbourne Cemeteryv, plot 472.

On the Birth Certificate, Charles claims he and Rachel were married at Carlton in
1874, that being the date he had in the bible, and the date he always used even
though they were not married until 1878.

It would appear he was determined to have no record of any of his children being
illegitimate, and after all this it seems remarkable that he alwayvs remained on verv
good terms with both the Esplin and Nash families. ]

At this time he claims to have been a fishmonger, and a little later a Mining Agent.
He certainly was a man of many talents! He appears to have been a pleasant man,
and he had a great personality. He made friends easily and seemed to keep his
friends. There did not seem to be any lack of money, and he always lived well.

In 1876 he bought Shorts Hotel, which is on the corner of Spencer and Hawke
Streets, West Melbourne. It is a large building, built by Alexander Short in 1869. It is
still an hotel, only now called the "Moomba" which has been modernised inside, and
is a popular hotel with the wharfies.

On 5th June, 1877, Robert Spencer was born at Shorts, and with all the children it
must have been a very busy place.

TAKEN FROM THE "DEATHS" COLUMN OF THE MELBOURNE ARGUS,. 5TH
MARCH, 1877:

pawsoX.—On the 4th ing., attho reaidcoce of his
brotber in-law, Bhort's [lotel, Bponcor-sireet north,
Meivourre, Matihew B. Dawson, of AMalop streos,
Ceelt g, aged 43 yeary, dooply regretted,

Matthew Dawson had married Elizabeth Nash, a sister of Rachel.

On 8th April George Esplin died at Shorts, and is buried in the Melboure
Cemetery.

On 12th April, 1878, only four days after George Esplin's death, Charles married
Rachel at the (Presbyterian) Manse, West Melbourne. They were married by Special
License, and the ceremony was performed by the Rev. Stobbs. The witnesses were
George Esplin’s recent widow Jane, and her friend of long standing, Jessie Reid
Graham checked about the Special Licence but found that the Rev. Stobbs \r\'aé
inclined to put that on all his marriages.

e e
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On 20th September, 1878, their son George was born at Shorts but died on 30th
September. He is buried in the Melbourne Cemetery, Cof E section.
In 1880 Charles sold Shorts and moved to Dandenong where he became Licensee

of Dunbar's Roval Hotel.

THE RIVERINE GRAZIER 10TH APRIL. 1675

Deatrs oF Gronar Esrvin.—Tho start-
ling and sorrowful nows nrrived at Hay yeas-
_terday ‘momning, that thelato Geergo Ilsplin,
for many years tho much estecmed host at
Tattersall’s Hotol, in this town, hed departed
‘e life 6aths previons Filght. It mpgears
‘that this sad dccurrence took place akiShort’s
| Hotel, Melbourns, "where his' last ‘mdments

| #ere soothed by:the presencs’of  Mis¥Esplint
“Decedsed was:deservedly admired as: a citizen;
hotelkeeper; &o.;-nd the absence of his good
| qualities willbe felt:by-the many who: knew

.
hlm‘,. v A eee X e
R P P RS IO R ATLPALL A2 FONE A NEF R R N N Ak

MELBOURNE "ARGUS", TUESDAY., 9TH APRIL, 1878

.- Baxga—On the 6th inat., at Brunswick-road, Bruns.
wick, Wilhelmina Frances, second™ dearly ~“teinved
daughter of Daniel and Caroline Augusta Baker,
ag nine months., . )

Espuin.—On the 8th inst., at Short’s Iintel, Spencer-
atrect, George Esplin, of Tattersall's Hotel, Hay,
New South Wales. , , v

Frrrows.—On the 8th inst., at his residence, Hoddle. -
street,. Bouth Yarra, His Honour Thomas Howard
Fellows, aged 50 years.
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“RIVERINA RECORDER", BALRANALD. 13TH APRIL. 1878

and other sources unknown.

. "A Scots Enginesr.”
THE LATE

GEORGE THOMAS ESPLIN

With feelings of profound regre’: we
have to record the death of Mr, George
Esplin, of Hay. The sad event occured
of Mr. Dawson's Hotel. West Mel-
bource, on Monday evening, 3ih of
April, 1878. The deceased gentleman
had not enjoyed robust health f{or
some time past, but durlng a short
stay in Melbourne his health so much
lmproved that the highes: hopes of
his ultimate restoratlon to vigorsus
health were entertained. It falls to
the lot of few men to be 30 generally
beloved as Mr. Esplin; he was essent-
lally one of Nature's gentlemen; and
many hearts will long cherisih his
memory witl: devotion. In!o every rel-
atfonshlp of {2 he carried a cheerrul
kindness, and although thoroughly
unostentatious {n  his private and
public lfe, he was true, considerate
and noble In charncter;—a true friend,
and & worthy ciilzen. For come years
past the deceased waa landlord and
proprietor of Tattersall's Hotcl., Hay.
—an establishment which he conduct-
ed in such a way a3 to ensure general
approval. Mr. Esplin was {n the prime
o! life, and his death cannot be ather
than a sore triul to his widow and
four children, wlhio are left to mourn
the loss of a fond liushand ard davoted
parent.—"Rliverina  Recorder,” 13th
April, 1878.

George Esplin enlisted {n the Land
Transport Corps (Driver) 4th. March
i-% Glasgow, age 20 years. Born in
the Pnarish of Westchurch In or near
tire Town of Edinburgh in the County
of Midlothian. i, wor HE 12 e [N TYWYREY]

Hls sister, Jean Esplin, Westchurzh
Edinburgh, Bristol, Year 13855.

Buried in Melbourne Geperal Cem-
etery: denomtination Presbyterian,
Compartment J.M. No. 1136—1137,
caied 8th. April 1878, Headstone en-
graved:-

In Loving Memcry
of
GEORGE THOMAS ESPLIN
Of Hay, N.S.W.,
Dicd 8th. April, 1878.
Aged 40 Years.
Native of Scotland.
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1880 - 1906

TAKEN FROM "REMINISCENCES OF EARLY DANDENONG" by
George Roulston:

"Mr. Dunbar built the first Dandenong Hotel atout 1340 and in 1353 he bult 2
new hotel next to the original, and on its completion he pulled down the old buiiding
and built a fine billiard room and a shop, and converted the end brick position into
2 banking premises for the Provincial and Suburban Bank, swhich in dme gave wax
to Dawson's Roval Hotel. When Mr. Dawson built the "Roval” he turned the old
hotel building into shops.”

In the South Bourke and Mornington Journal on ist April, 1880, it discloses that
the licence of Dunbar's Hotel was transferred to Charles Henrv Dawson, the first
change of that licence.

In 1881 the Old Royal was conducted by Dawscn and Friedman. and by 1852 he
also owned the Roval Hotel at Ferntree Gully. I can find no proof at the Licensing
Board as their records only start about 190¢. The State Library has no record either.
but there is a Dawson Street at the side of the hotz! and a Rose Straat at the back.

IN THE SOUTH BOURKE AND MORNINGTON TOURNAL, WEDNESDAY 20TH
JUNE, 1883:

"We understand that during the past week a change has taken place in property in
the township of Dandenong which will someswvhat astonish the residents - especiallv
the 'old 'uns’. The property so long held by the Dunbar familv has changed hands.
and has become the property of Mr. C.H. Dawson, who has for a few vears
occupied the position of tenant of the premises known for so many vears as
Dunbars Hotel. Lately it has been known as Dawson's Hotel, and has now in realitv-
become so." )

On 16th July, 1884, Sarah married Frederick Hevwood of Orleigh Park

SOUTH BOURKE AND MORNINGTON JOURNAL:

"On Wednesday last the interesting ceremony of marriage was performed in St.
james Church, Dandenong, by the Rev. Mr. Crawford, the vouthtul, happy couple
being Miss Sarah Dawson, daughter of Mr. C.H. Dawson of Dandenong, and Mr.
Frederick Hevwood, son of ].G. Heywood, of Malvern. A number of voung friends of
both were present to witness the ceremony. A large party afterwards assembled at
breakfast at the residence of the bride’s father. The number of handsome, vet useful
presents which both the bride and groom have received to mark the occasion will go
a great way in furnishing their new home. We join h.eartily with most of those who
know them in wishing them happiness in their new life."

In 1884 Ettie, the eldest daughter, married F. Bennett, but I have no account of
their wedding. | -

In 1886 Charles sold land at Eumemmerring (county of Mornington) to Margaret
Gedve for 1000 pounds.

In 1887 the Contract for building the new Royal and shops was let, byt the
building was held up by a dispute which led to a Court Case in August 1887, and
the building was not completed unhl later that year,

The same vear he began to build "Westwood" the family home in Walker Street.
Dandenong, and it was finished in 1889. The architect was William Pitt, the wel|
known Melbourne architect who designed the Princess Theatre in Spring Street, and
the St. Kilda Town Hall, as well as many other well known buildings in Melbourne.

Mr. Pitt was given a free hand, and imported most of the materials from Europe
including Venetian tiles, used for the main entrance and for the verandahs. Charle,
imported two large black marble statues which stood in the entrance hall, Ope was
of Daniel, and the other “"The Hunter Returning With The Boar", which after Ch arles
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death stood in the hall at Rose's home, and after her death were sold and are now
at Lazars Restaurant in Melbourne. There were also two most imposing vases which
stood seven foot tail, and were in the entrance fover, on the black and swhite tiled
floor. They are now at the Grand Hotel in Yarra Glen. On the glass window above
the enfrance to the fover the family crest was engraved. A stag head surroundzd b
2 laurel wreath, and the motto Palmam - Qui - Meruit - Ferrai. This is ths
motio Charles put on the llluminated Address he made to present to Mr. ;

at the Order of Foresters in Hav in 1871, The house was built of brick it

roof. and the ballroom iwas most ornate and rom the spiral staircase
access to a lookout The callar was (according to Lionel something special and
alvavs well stocked, and the stables svere of polished wood <with marble roughs. A
grooz:n was emploved full time to take charge of the horses. Charles and Rachel
entertained lavishly, and on several occasions entertained State Governors.

In 1888, according to the "\Memorials", Charles, in partnership ith the Freehold
Investment and Banking Company of Australia Limited, bought land from George
Fairbairn of Lara. Thev each paid 69,768 pounds, 16 shillings, and 10 pence. On
this document Charles classes himself as a Grazier! I have not vet found when or to
whom he sold the land, but it was certainly a large amount of money in those davs.

Vichael Cannon, in his book "The Land Boomers”, throw:z 2 lot of lizht on the 0z
and 90's land boom. and mentions several of the people Charles had dealings with,
The Memorials come in for a lot of comment. as does Sir Matthew Davies and

o) S odone
many dud Companies he formed, including the Freehold Investment Company
Limited, which was formed in 1837. and transacted much business over the
succeeding vears until the 31st October, 1891, when it declared an 3% dividend and
went into liquidation three months later. All his companies went broke, and
although he rose to be speaker of the Legislative Assembly, he tinished up ruined
and charged with criminal offences leaving many people penniless.

George Fairbairn is also mentioned as is the Insolvency Sale of his home
"Quisisana”, a mansion on the corner of Grange Road and Robertson Street, Toorak.
The land deals of the Baillieu familyv also receive considerable mention, and although
some of their transactions may have appeared questionable they, like Charles
Dawson, emerged from the era with enhanced prosperity. One would wonder
though how Charles survived the period so well.

The marriage of Charles and Rachel was a happy one. He continued to travel
around with all his business affairs, but Rachel seemed content to stay put. She
probably realised he needed the treedom to come and go as he pleased. He was
certainly a loving husband and father and cared deeply for his familv.

In 1890 Charles went for a holiday to England. [ can understand how he would
have wanted to see his father, and it would have been rather like the return of the

rodigal son. He was only about sixteen when he left home, probably in defiance of
his father's wishes, and also through a love of adventure. It was shortly after his
{ather married Mary Ann Quin, so he may have telt some resentment about that
also.

He had made such a success of his life in Australia that it would have given him a
feeling of pride to return to his family under these conditions. He also had six half
brothers and sisters whom he had not met before.

He obviously had a wonderful holi_glay, yisit‘ing all of his relatives, and thev all
spoke kindly of his visit. It was the first time he had met his half sister Polly, and
thev both got on marvellously, and kept in close contact until his death when mv
Mother continued the correspondence. ’

Graham and I feel sure that Polly kept a diary. In a letter to Rose about forty vears
later she mentioned the date he .arri.ved and also the dat_fa of his departure: which
enabled Graham to search the Shipping Records, and to find that Charles sailed on
the "Cathage”, which was a modern ship, and although in the photo it looks terribly
small, it was a luxury liner. i ) - '

In those davs travellers in the first class found life very social and as it was a lone
trip the passengers must have had a large amount of lugge.lg(.e.‘lt was nothing tg
change ones clothes three times a day, for any sporting activities, for afternoons,
and especially for evenings wh.en‘tull evening dress was worn, including all the
jewellery. The men also dressed in full evening dress for the evenings.
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The m.ldren porn in Dandenong were:
o Mayv Helene - born 17th QOctober 1384
o Rachel Rose - born 22nd October 1382
o Aimee Jennie (registered Amy Eileen) - born 31st jul}f 1354
o William Lz Mas otte (rw*sterea William Gustavus) - born 20th June 1885
o Lionel Harry - born 30t Dec mber 1389
o Muriel Mary (2lwavs called Bonnie) - born 12tk May 1596.

ache! was alwavs str t W ith her daughter
was a housekesper apd i, the girls were
-vith the housework, and all learnt how to &.Ool\

This cortainiy raid off in their married ives, as they wera all excallent
nousekeepers, sniertained a lot, and were Lharrrung hostesses.

A3 was usual in those davs, the girls stayed home unil they wwere married. Thev
were all musical, playing quite a re'v instruments - mv dauvhtor still has Rose's
mandolin, a a beaurful look_nc instrument with inlaid wood de>1o~n

My Mother sang well, 2nd during the First WWorld War was invited to sing at
concerts to raise funds ror me “War Effort.

Thev we re all artistic, and did beautiful embroiderw “{o\e also painted weall: Keith
nas sever al of her pamtm% and I have one of a bow! of white daisies of which I am

very rond.

VIARRIAGE OF TAMES GOODWIN TO MAY DAWSON

On ‘Wednesday 20th October, 1897, Mav Dawson married James Goodwin. Thers
was a large account of Lhe weadding in the bouth Bourke and Momingzton Journal,
which i3 >hchth damaged so I will copy it, as it is a fascinating account, and ver:
ﬂ?“‘fi veryv interested as it mentio'ned‘;xll the famﬂ_v from the first marriage
excepting Charles I, but I now know his wite wvas expecting their rirst babv at aboyt
this time, so they would not have travelled.

A great surprise was my Mother's christening at the Re\.ephon especially a3 |
believ ed she was not born “until 1898, as tared in the family bible. 1t would seem
that at some time Bonnie may have changed the date!
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SOUTH BOURKE AND MORNINGTON JOURNAL:

“The marriace of Mr. James Goodwin and >liss Mav Davsson wvaich wa

>
P B, P T .
ted 2 lof of interest. and Jduwin

-slebrated at Dandenong, on Wednesday 23th

3 g
59

the ceremony at the Presbvierian Church there - srear crowding to view ihe
pazeant. Shorfiv arter halt past thrae the copsraciing parties. wwith their friends

L

srrived at he Church. which had te2n pre :
she service wvas conducted by the Rev. . Gibson, o1 ih2
szisted b the Rev. Wm Macdermid o

Church.

awvau Ao, Manv handsome costumes

= {
193~ < i

et .l H T, S R B R L . : s LR
st ine oridas [0OXad vers ciid. and i fach 1D oad e DI0ST DUULATTD AT 0T

and ever held in Dandenong.
The bride wore a handsome gown of ivory whiz merveilloun, point iace swith the

—

orthodox orange blossom and veil, and carried 2 lovely shower bouguat. the gitt of

the bridegroom. The bridesmaids Misses Goodwwin tsisters of the bridegroom:.
Salmon, Rose and Amy Dawson (sisters of the bride) and Nash tcousin of the bride:
with

were dressed in cream silk lustre, and carried baskets of biue cornfiowers,
ribbons, the gift of the bridegroom, and wore their presents from him.

\irs, C.H. Dawson svore handsome black silk, fet mimmins and old gold point
laces: Mrs, Goodivin plack silk and lace: Mrs. L.L. Smith, biscuit grass cloth. am

P
alst

and black silk mimming, hat to match; Mrs. Buckhurst Dlack stk orepon izt and
E % 3

chiffon rimming; Mrs. Lee Brown (Dandenong) handsome black mervarleuy,
pale blue brilliant, Zouave epaulettes, white safin and Gt 1

rimmed with fancy checked glace siik. large nat ot brown fancy straw with blue
chiffon and colourad roses: Mrs. H. Ross black silk skirt, pink sitk blouse, and
diamond ornamen:s. Mrs. Brown (Berwicks heliotrope silk and black and ribbon
trimming; Mrs. Bain (Berwick) black silk, amber silk front and trimmings; Mrs.
McBean heliotrope silk lustre, violet velver rimmings and sold lace; Mrs. Bailes,
black silk crepon and lace; Mrs. Salmon. heliotrope ‘cashmere and satin timming,
diamond ornaments; Mrs. F. Heywood, black silk crepon skirt, rose pink silk blouse;
Mrs. Bennet, black skirt and sea-foam silk blouse and lace; Mrs. ] Orgill
(Dandenong) black silk skirt and blue shot silk bodice, black lace and velvet
trimming. Mrs. Kroger myrtle green cloth and cold passementerie; Mrs. Nickells grav
silk, shite chiffon trimming, hat to match; Mrs. A Nash, black crepon silk grenadine
and gold trimming: Miss Stuart, cream nun's veiling, sea-foam satin trinuning; Miss
Ethel Craik, myrtlegreen cashmere, buttercup insertion, hat to match; Miss Gibson,
grav cloth and silk frimming; Miss Susie Leggett, grav coat and skirt, rose pink
Plouse: Miss Nassie Pickells, pale blue silk frock.

The majority of the guests were from the city. After the ceremony a reception was
heid at the residence of the bride’s parents whereat Mrs. Dawson's voungest child
(Muriel; was baptised, Mr.Chas . Clarke standing as godfather and Miss Goodswin
as godmother.

The wedding breakrast held at the Roval Hotel was a rechierche atfair about sixty
five wuests being present. The following toasts were Honoured ‘The bride and
bride\groom' bv the Rev. ]. Gibson responded to by Mr. James Goodwin.
‘Bridesmaids’ proposed bv Mr. G. Kroger and responded to by Mr. Bechervaise. The
Host and Hostess, proposed by Mr. Baillee, and replied to by Mr. C.H. Dawson.
The Ladies” proposed by Mr. Swords and responded to by Mr. Geo Burston. The
concluding toast was the health of the Rev. Mr. Gibson, proposed by the Hon. L.L.
Smith, and duly honoured by the Rev. gentleman.

\r. and Mrs. Goodwin departed for Melbourne amidst hearty congratulations and
~ood wishes for the future. The honevmoon will include visits to Svdnev, Tasmania,
2nd Warnambool. .

The presents were both numerous and handsome, and included the following

15t;

%\lzrs. Dawson (brides \other) house linen; Mr. Dawson (Father) cheque of four
figures; bride to bridegroom, amethyst studs and sleeve links; bridegroom to bride,
bracelet. bangle, and ring thh the name Mayv in d@monds; bridegroom to
bridesmaids (Miss Aznes boqdwm) amethyst br,aceletf (Miss Sarah Goodwin) rupy
and diamond brooch, Miss Salmon) opa{ brooch, (Miss Nash) opal brooch, (Miss
Rosie Dawson) large pearl lyre brooch, (Miss Amy Dawson) sapphire and diamond

[vre brooch.”
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There followed a very long list of guests and their gifts including;
“Miss Amy Dawson tray cloth and dovlevs; Master F. Hevwood fancy candlestick;
\MMiss Rosie Dawson painting on opal; Miss Clara Orgill handsome landscape
painting; Miss Janev Dawvson handsome toilet set; Miss Bonnie Dawson sugar basin
and cream jug; Mr. and Mrs. F. Bennet pair of oil painfings: Miss. Susie Leggett pair
of pillows with cases etc,; haseer Bernet hand painted cup and saucer: Masters [
and L. Dawson silver bread fork: Mr. Robert Dawson silver pickie cruet.”

In 1903 Charles sold the Roval to Mr. Suding, and leased "Westwood” to a Dr.
Thompson, before taking his famil:- for a holiday to South Africa, where nis
daughter May and her husband James Goodwin were living.

While there both Aimee and Robert fell in love, and Aimee married Servaas van
Breda in 1909. After about twelve months thev returned to Australia, and sadly
Servaas died when their son Foss was about twelve months. Robert never retumed
to Australia, and had a farm in Rhodesia. Later he married Servaas's sister. In
Rachel's will she left a small amount of money to Robert's wife in Rhodesia, but did

not mention her given name.

Lionel also staved on in Soutn Africa for several vears after the family left for
home.

On the families return to Victoria. Charles bought the Burgoime Hotel at Yarra
Glen. The Hotel was in both their names; Rachel was listed as licensee. He spent a
lot of money doing the hotel up, including building the toswver, and then changed the
name to the Grand. It became a very popular hotel, and men would bring their wives
and friends for the weekends and holidays. There was fishing, shooting, races, and
hunting, an excellent menu, and entertainment.

The family obviously spent many happy vears at Yarra Glen, and as a child I was
often taken to visit friends there. The Lithgow family have owned the Grand since
the early 1930's and recently John Lithgow spent millions restoring it to its tormer
glorv.

It is interesting to note that the two large vases in the dining room were lett at the
hotel when Charles sold it in 1913. The vases had been in the entrance hall at

"Westwood".
In 1910 Lionel married Marion King at Yarra Glen, and the reception was held at

the Grand.

In 1912 Charles put “Westwood™ up for sale, but refused to take the highest bid
which svas 1630 ponds, so in 1913 he sold the Grand to Claud Gedye, and returned
to live at "Westwood". The Gedye's were mentioned in land deals throughout
Charles life, but did not appear to be friends.

When the Lithgow family bought the Grand the vases were in the entrance hall,
and one night a man who was drunk broke one of the handles off one of the vases.
The family then carefully removed the other handles and stored them away.

When I wrote and told John Lithgow the story of the vases he was delighted, and
said he had planned to have the handles replaced, and was looking for the right

erson to do the job. When Bruce visited the Grand and took a photo, the restoring

job had been done, and thev certainly look very impressive.
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In 1914 Rose married Richard (Bert) Pedler, a retired grazier. It was a large and
social wedding, with the reception held at the Dandenong Town Hall

Also in 1914 Charies and Rachel had the wworry 2f taro sons anlisted in the Army-
as did so man: families during the First World IVar. Robert enlisted in the South
African Forces: I know nothing about his Army record, onlv that after the war he
returned to his farm in Rhodesia.

Bill, who had been working on a property in N5, enlisted in the 1st Light Horse
Brigade as No. 3504 in NSTV. Later he was transferred to the 1st Field Artillerv
Brigade serving in Mesopotamia and Gallipoli. He was severely wounded. being
buried during a shelling attack. His recovery was very slow and he was hospitalised
in Malta before being transferred to Caultield Repatriation Hospital.

Lionel claimed to have enlisted for the South African War, otherwise termed the
Boer War. His age however, would seem to have precluded that possibility. Perhaps
there was confusion with the family visit to South Africa in 1903. Undoubtedly
then., the scars of that bitter conflict would siill have been in clear evidence. to mark
a vivid impression on the mind of a fourteen vear old bov. After retwmning to
Australia he became both an Electrical and Mechanical Engineer. He joined the
Roval Australian Air Force during World War I, whers he rose to the rank of Wing
Commander. [ remember at the ime we were all surprised that at his age e was
able to join!

In 1919 Bill married Gertrude Hannah at Dandenong.

In 1920 Bonnie married Will Gartside, in the garden at 'Westivood'. The reception
was held in the Bailroom, with a dance later at the Dandenong Town Hall.

Charles was alwavs generous to his children, giving all his daughters very lavish
weddings and gitts.

He bought land for Robert in Rhodesia, and set Lionel up in business at
Korumburra.

Bill never fully recovered from his war injuries, and Charles bought him a small

oultry farm at Braeside, and later land at Tooradin, and a boat.

Jane Vail kept in touch with May Goodwin who lived in South Africa, and Jean
Orchard sent me a copy of a letter written by May to Georgina in 1939, while Mav
was living with Pixie in England. It is quite obvious that all the girls were very close,
and it seems a shame that over the years the younger generations have lost touch.

Margery has been told that Charles gave Rose 'Westwood' for a wedding present,
but I have so far been unable to prove this. Rose and Bert Pedler lived at
"Westwood' from late 1920 until 1924, while Charles and Rachel lived in their home
in Orrong Rd. Balaclava. Shortly after Keith's birth and the beginning of Bert's
illness, they moved from "Westwood', which was then leased.

At the time of Bert's illness his mother got him to sign all his estate, which also
included his wife's estate, over to her. Therefore, after his death Rose was left
without any means of support. There was a court case about it, and although Rose
won, her mother-in-law did not return all the money. In consequence she was most
unpopular with the Dawson family. .

Charles gave my mother a Dodge car for a wedding present, and in 1920 it was
the only car in the Dingley district.

I pelieve most members of the family have some articles from 'Westwood'. I have
two large monogra.tmned silvgr meat covers, quite uselgss these days but I have
sentimental reasons for 'keep'mg them; also several silver monogrammed entree
dishes. Ken has the tarr_u}_v silver coffee service, and Margery has odd bits and
pieces including an exquisite wine cooler which she has bequeathed to the National
Trust. Aimee got some silver, and alsq the family emera'lds, which she had borrowed
for a State occasion just before Rachel's death, and so did not have to return them.

Charles also owned a house In Mary Street, St Kilda, which was the family beach
house. i . "r ..

In 1921 May Goodwin with her two younger daughters Lllha}n and Pixie, came for
2 six month holiday, spending the}r time between ‘'Westwood' and Balaclava. There
was much entertainment and parties, before they returned to South Africa.




ul
ot
Q‘.,
- Sy
[Ea]
a
I o
= T
£ o b
Q o
r— (afl] mn
L) -
@ LT
Ay oy i
-5y
® =W
m wn
(@]
(e S
@ i
w o~
i @
1
o
o -
m g
O W
Dﬂ.. 1
= e/
48] )
— T
o} <
[ g9
Py m S
AT
o bl & )
-
s ol
=1 LS
— = n
o -—
-1 o
oo
13 spvil
m e D
. - 0
{ =N -
- ®
=) 4
e ™ 0
. N
= oo

| :::5::s:ssszssjngjjjgjjgjggggggﬁ_



DHEDDHDHDHNDHDIDNDHNRHHHHHHNH H

- —a e =



audddduuwiwauani

S

L




L]

tsice.

-

aa




0 honn

NRRERRRRRER)




SR REBERHBOARBEHUBEYIRUUYUUULU U

ACIAUIRUER B TACER BT

s

- “AT HOME."” ;

X
\
! ’ ! / . A .
Siadussidre, OIF Zeplimisr 11 ad e A iandsnong ,
< 7 . h Y ;
7 ma o / 4, / 1
P soogsin . A iy .
C}C&,& e A R T S S Ina 77/« 473 :
I A Vi - Vv .
: ) “) YR s/
CRas dsu s oF *xr 250 3 7 s e Y F T \
% - ‘
A
i DanaNg v '
. . “
. ;:
v
4
)
s = - -y -
Irvimasisn for wWedilng fEs2PRLIT
P A N CREREN T =

A Westwood Wedding
‘M=z zre ferunate in having an excallant cescriction of the wedding =f Bonny

(")
&
)

nd Wiliam Garside in the Dancdencong Joumsi of that week.

[{4)

The tride, wic was given away By her {athsr wera 3 charming brical gown of ivery
=race de shine with an overtay of wile and 31 r swadcw ‘ac ‘with finisnes of oFEnge
.css¢m. She zarried an ivery tound 3itie and én Srehic with 'white sireamars. Ovar
i a softly arranged ¢ic Limerick vell, which was guite ieng and the end was
,_.’ ner niec2 Mariery Pedlar, wihc was crezily frecksd in whits net with 2
-

i siue ficwers. Attercing her as tricesmaics wera Miss Nelly McSherry of
rv2ie 3nc Miss Sylviz McShane of Biigricn attirad in dainty frocks of crace-da-
zhin with sverdresses of geid lace and delohinium "ll.e :asn.s and they wers 5cic
armists, tha gift of the bridegrecom and carried Souquets of dzichinium ard

=1

niackberries with clue ritben sireamers.

Mr Jack Gartside was best man and Mr 4 Blain grocmsman. As the bride ‘was
23ving the Arch. the Waedcing March was tiaysd by Mr Themas Blain. Miss Howsa

izced a xaweie cn the Bnde's arm and Miss Laake anc Mrs Blain claced
rorsashces.

Tha rac (.cn was in the Town Hall. anc the wecding braakfasi was served 1o 90
;L‘es s in ‘he bailrocm at YWestveod which was Seautifully decorated in autumn tints
=nd fegin 8,4 wth asparagus ferns anc elactric lighnts

3 'nc *ha "acey £C e 2ft for “aiocmea. 3'ge f\,j:‘untams 13 S ) rey whera

3
- - 2 9
‘na ~cpavmacn was scent T2 gues sis wer2 znizraimed pleasantly ypy| 122 wock
3
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In 1923 both Charles and Rachel were living at Dingleyv with Will and Bonnie,
where Charles died on 29th June, aged 38 vears. adxel tiien lived with Rose at
Elwood, until her death on 4th July 1927, aged 75 vears. Thev are both buried in the
Old Cheltenham Cemeterv.

s 1027 ‘TWasavood was fransterred to Henrv Leopoid Leber, and [or some fme
after that it was a boarding house until bought bv the Dmaemmw Branci of the RoL

for their club. The buﬂdma was demou:hed in Amml 1994 and the club moved into
new premises on that site. The club continues to use the Dawson Coat of Arms; th2
i the

window with the insignia engraved on it is incorp orated in the enfrance fover of

dauaudy

new building.
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d cirea (871
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[ |
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b. q/afigcr While Hills(Bendiye) b, cfi2f1862 Lake Moyra  b.26/5/1864 Echuca, Vic.

d 5//2/9;7 Seyanacy AW d. M saar &més/own M.
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MARRIED 30/i2/i875  MARRIED

Hay, NSW.

L. Wallace Vic.
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b. 4/3/16¢q Gealong, V. b

/668

Hruce [rown.

Rpos

d. 12/ro/K944 //an/rml MW . 749 Horsham 7

|

S Bomria) ot
4 24/:2//M7 Jerrldarse ASH.
"Wary a
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b 4/4/1897 Jarilderie
ties MNerrrey

b 1021905 /PU//an/m yAVA

7o 15s5ue




s REBMUBUHHHEITE

B C'/?d/"/tﬁ

wsor?
&, )3/ /<?3~8
. 29.6. /973
Ty Jare ,9,a/m 2.7, 186/
b 1C.I93RE
g 4£.3./87/
p 2.  Rache!/ Nash 23.3./857L
b 24.9 1854
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