! vanaenong Pays I ribute 1o A very

Wonderful Nurse
Large Gathering Honors Sister C.
Williams On Her Retirement

THE universal affection: in which Sister Catherine Williams
is held, and the “soft spot” which distriot mothers at

the lecal Truby King Cenire over the past 20 years, have in
their hearts for this very g and competent nurse, was
strikingly demonstrated lasi Friday night when district citizens

v

filled the Dandenong Town Hall in. a2 spontaneo ibute to
Sister, on the ev’engf her retirement on us tribute

Speaker after speaker paid warin. trib
able record here in: Tfuby King work, a
:heeﬁmng: motgers of this shire owe her o n

xpert guidance, And they were no em a es, for the
voices of all rang with: si_n:g'ﬂty. . oty o ’

As Mrs, (C. Caithness so aptly put it, “Over the past 20
ye:rs, Sister has been a rea.l&mother to the mothers otpDande-
neng. .

And the mothers — and fathers — and ¢ hildren — e
there to show just hew Fpmeeciative they felf.. e

During the very pleasant evening, the Shire President pre-
sented a smart handbag to the guest of honour, and ed
away in it was over £265 corfributed by district friends as a
tangibletogiﬁwsiona_pgz appréciation ‘to one who has endeared

to Sister’s remark-
d to the debt which
1o her for her cheerful and

with Jeff Ryland as compere,.
the first half of the evening was
given over to an excelleft” pro-|
gramme of enterfaindimnt from
the Dandenong Orchestra (led by
Mrs. Van Damme, and under the
baton of Mr. Eric Reader), Mr,

moved a vote of thanks to them
all for such a pleasant interlude.

Cz.- Vic. Tharle, chair
the evening, in welcoming the
large crowd, sald it was very
pleasing to see so many present
to_wish Sister all the best in her

John M y .(accompanied by | weéll-deserved retirement.

Miss Thelmsa Talbot), Mrs, Win-|{- Among those present were
stone, and the Mosquito Qugr-|Mrs. P, Smalg, first secr of
tet. Mrs. Vie. Tharle laferithe Dandenong Baby We are
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thome without féeling happier mm

ed th
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Centre, Mrs. E. Hill, the first
resident, as well as Mrs. E. K.

ys, Mrs. Godfrey, snr., and
Mrs, Moysey, all members ¢f the
original Truby King Committee,

A VERY WONDERFUL NURSE

“We ‘have come here very
humbly to pay our tribute fo a
very wonderful nurse,’ and above
all, 0 a woman whose friendly
smile endeared her ‘to everyone
fortunate enough to meet her,”
declared Sir Gilbert Boileau. “For

the past 20 years Sister Williams
has been er-in-Charge of

Infant ‘Welfare in this Shire, and
during those long years she has
given kindly encouragement and
nelp to many thousands of young
mothers during enxious days.
I'm_quite sure that no young
mother who spoke to Sister, seek-
ing her advice, even returned

her own mind, and much less
worried. It was characteristic
of Sister that, notwithstanding
her long experience, she never
developed little fads and foibles
we so often see in people who
have occupied one job for a long
time. She- successfully put into
practice the principles of the
late Sir Truby King. She be-
ieved his system was the correct
one, and remained loyal to it
throughout her leng period of;
service. I'm sure that if Sir
Truby King was still with us, he
would be here tonight to pay tri-
bute to one of his greatest dis-
ciples. It is said of him that
he devoted his life to making
this a better world for little chil~
dren—and I'm sure you will all
agree that that has been Sis-
ter Williams’ accomplishment
throughout the years.” (Ap-
plause). :

“There must be in this district
hundreds of people who have
found this a better world be-
cause of the help Sister has given
them,” continued. S&. Gilbert.

If he were Prime Minister, and
knowing ®Sister Williams’ eat
record, he would be prou
recommend that_ she should be
included in the New Year's Hon-

Nursery School’s deep apprecla-
tion of the valuable service Sis-
ter Williams had rendered it over
a considerable period of years.
She had gone beyond the bounds
of ‘her ordinary work to take a
very deep interest in it—in fact,
but fon - her- hes dtnshted if they
would have had a Nursery
School. Sister had never fail-
ed them, and there had been
very great’ co-operation between
the two bodies,r He thanked
her for the kindly way she had
always carried out her duties,
and cong ed her on the
wonderful success that had at-
tended her efforts,

A PERSONAL TRIBUTE FROM
SIR HAROLD LUXTON

- Qther speakers, said Sir Harold
Lukton, had .spoken of the pro- -
fessional' side of Sister's work,
and he knew that Dandenong
had benefited tremendously from
that over the past twenty years,
but -his was a more personal tri-
pute. He would takeé them back
a little earlier to the days when
he was a young married man,
and had to.go-abroad. Sister
went with them  to help look
after their young family, and was
an intimate member of their
family circle for 4-years. It rXaus
then that he formed such a high
m,o;%ardﬁforher, -and- his friend--
‘ghip~ahd regard for “Sis” had
grown with the years. —“Wehad
such compléte confidence in her,
and she was such an assef in
our family that I tHought I had
to come here tonight to publicly
pay tribute to a wonderful and
charming personality, and a very
good friend,” he declared.

Cr. A. W, Bowman said the
Dandenong Council deeply ap--
preciaved the wonderful work
Siggledr had done for this com-
m

iy : her sin-
cerely for her loyal service,
Mrs. E. Revel h%h, (Girl Guid-
es), and Mrs. Philpot (St. John
Ambulance), paid warm tributes
to - Sistér for the-cheerful- assis—
tance she had rendered these
brganisations, and Mrs, Len.
Matthews (formerly Sister Rees)

who worked with Sister Williams

ors, (Applause). Referring t
his own happy assoclations with'
Sister, Sir Gilbert said that un-
til he came ito Dandenong he
had never previously experienc-

e benefits of an Infant Wel-"
fare Centre. He soon realised
that here in_Dandenong we had
an Infant Welfare Centre in
which he, -and the mothers could |
have complete confidence. He!
made it a rule that mothers un-
der his care should take their
babies to Sister Williams, and
get her to share their i-
bilities. Her advice was a parti-
cular boon to mothers with their
first baby.

“WORK AN INSPIRATION”

Aftor clvancanleos 0ot 2. 24
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0!for so many years, said she had

made Truby King work her life’s
k—and all would agree that
she had achieved wonderful re-
sults. Nobody had worked har-
der, and nobody had made more
friends. Sister could retire with
happy memories of a job well
done for the young people, and
with a great ce of mﬁm that
her life’s work had been achiev-
ed. “God é)é;ss grou, Sistgr, and:
ma, ur 'S ‘be v appy,”
sheyooygcluded feellngfr,y ppy
Mli';s' rggd and sp&cﬁet{)f ti‘ﬁ
grea o ection
mothers had formed for Sister,

TWINS PRESENT FLOWERS
"There was sponbangous applause

SUS——



DAL ML VAL BVRLY MappPilltos 1ol UWwills - Tyel L0 abltlll  ulle
In a_long retirement, Sir Gilbert Centre, came forward and pre-
concluded, “I can assure her that sented Sister with some. lovely
the great work she started here flowers. o

.20 years ago will still go; TR, © T ey R

‘lcause her name..and.-hert e *W 8 M

JJwill by an inspiragion tos Aoy R ’ AT ‘&.4
who follow In her foowst P, 2 et W A
(Lioud/ Applause). g 0L Aral ove

Dr. Barbara Meredith, Direc- gracious lady,” declared
tor of Maternal and Infant Wel-. Shire President (Cr. Ray Jeffers
fare in Victoria, said it was a’'as he read out a eulogistic lette:
very great pleasurs for her o which was going from the Dan-
see the very great warmth and denong Council, under seal, to
regard they had for Sister. In- Sister Willams, in official re-
fant Welfare Sisters such as coghition of her sterling services.
Sister Williams, had given very Amidst applause, he also an-
wenderful service to the State, nounced that Sister would be the
s0 much so that Vietoria had the first to receive long service leave
lowest infant mortality rate in under council’s new scheme for
the world. There was no centre rewarding long service employees
of which this was more true than .—a reward she had richly earned,

Lanaenong.  The Department' On behalf of the ocitizens — of
fully realised the value of the Dandenong and district, Cr. Jef-
work that Sister had done here— fers then presented Sister with
for eight years on her own for an attractive handbag contain-
- |a start. A happy spirit existed ing over £265, as some tangible
between Sister and mothers here, recognition of the love and es-
and Sister Williams had gon€ teem in which she was held by
beyond her own duties and hel- the people wf this town and dis-
ped build up the Pre-school Cen- trict. ‘With the gift, he said,
tre, too. From the Department, went their sincere appreciation
she was pleased to pay her a of all she had done for them,
very warm tribute, and convey and their very best wishes for
the officers’ every good wish ror happy days in her retirement.
many happy years of leisure. |(Loud applause).

After apologising for Mrs.
Mawdsley, the President of the
Truby King League of Victoria,
Miss Harrison, the secretary of
that organisation, in conveying
every good wish to Sister in her
retirement, said that her dear
old friend, Sister Primrose, now
in Austin Hospital, was also,
thinking of her that night, with
fond recollections of the day, 20
years ago, when they first open-
ed the Dandenong Centre.  Sis-|
ter Primrose it was who realised
that Sister Willlams was the
only person for Dandenong, and'
she had been instrumental in
getting her to come wut here. The
young people of Dandenong were
a_great tribute to the teachings
of Truby King, and it must be,
a very great satisfaction to Sis-|
ter to now look back on the,
fruits of her work,

“WON THEIR HEARTS'

Mrs, Chas. Caithness said it
had been her great pleasure to
know Sister for the past fifteen
years, and she could say that she
had really won the hearts of
everyone connected with the
Centre. = She had the happy|
knack of being able to put the'
young mother instantly at ease,
her lovelly smile very quickly
setting any fears or doubts at
‘rest. They had all had a true’

friend in hér. “She has indeeg

been a mother to the mothers of
. Dandenong over the past 2(-
' years,” she concluded, “and en
behalf of the Centre Committee
I express the earnest wish that !
-|she will be long spared to enjoy |
. [her retirement. (Applause).
1| Mrs, Caithness then presenteq'
1 |Sister with a lovely floral tribute
—one of the many which the
guest of honour received,

As president of the Dandenong
7 |Nursery School Committee, Mr,

W. L. Brumley expressed the
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