By Cam Lucadou-Wells

A Dandenong South recycling business has
been fined over the workplace death of its di-
rector's brother in 2016. '

AAD Services Australia Pty Limited had
pleaded guilty to two charges of failing to pro-
vide a safe workplace but its culpability was at
the "lower end of the scale”, Victorian County
Court Judge Julie Condon stated.

Agron Tahiri, 34, died of significant leg in-
juries while alone and operating an automat-
ic paper-and-cardboard bailer at the Cahill
Street factory.

~ His body was discovered inside the bailer
by his father Bejtulla at the small family busi-
ness about noon on 9 April 2016.

Agron's brother Adem, 30, of Dandenong
South, was the sole owner of the small family
business.

"Given the devastating consequences here,
the remorse experienced by ... sole director
Adem Tahiri ... can only be described as pro-
found," Judge Condon said during sentencing
‘on 9 April.

"The victim impact statement .. was a
moving testament to the consequences of
Agron Tahiri's fateful decision."

Agron had climbed through the rear doors
of the bailer while the machine was running.

He had apparently bypassed safety switch-
es designed to prevent the machine running
while the doors were open.

After the incident, AAD Services was or-
dered to close the factory for a "period of hia-
tus". §

The business suffered irretrievable finan-
cial pressure and was sold.

It notionally exists but is no longer opera-
tional, Judge Condon noted.

Judge Condon said that though the tim-
ing was uncertain, the bailer's safety switches
were bypassed and a mesh protective guard
was removed around the day of Agron's death.

There was no evidence before the court tg
justify why the switches were bypassed, Judge

" Condon said.

However it was an act engaged by Agron
Tahiri with "undoubte:ily tragic consequences
for him and his family".

The judge found AAD's culpability was a¢
the "lower end of the scale’, l:lavmg 10 know-

edge of the switches' bypassed.
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‘ It was on the "outer limit of foreseeability"
that Agron would then climb into the bailer
while by himself and in contravention of safety
training organised by AAD.

By pleading guilty, AAD acknowledged it was
" reasonﬂb]y pIBCﬂC&ble to provide EaHiRain
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tain those safety features, Judge Condon said.
An expert report for the prosecution stated

have prevented the safety switches' bypass.
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