e
PBUSINESS [)us'ram,fﬁ [osT

- . B
Jogs. i~ LETTEZ __—§;§;§:7x_,4fué-___ﬁ§ #oRT =

DB 5o Meiiions
Ausr Cosr rcace 5 .;o{Lo;Eij

NOT _rAY EORCE

??Ejpur-/?s AT

As sTAEE SEEK CTHER L LA PR T

et pps st Psr  pnm OrirsipE

UnWanted mail on
post office jobs

By CASEY NEILL

JOBS at the Dandenong South letter
sorting centre hang in the balance,
with Australia Post forecasting a
$500 million loss,

But the situation is not as dire
as Australia Post managing director
and group CEO Ahmed Fahour is
making out, according to the Com-
munication Workers Union,

Mr Fahour said a significant and
ongoing decline in physical mail
meant there was less work in the
mail service.

“We forecast in the next three
years there will be a gradual reduc-
tion in jobs across the mail network
because of this dramatic shift in
consumer behaviour,” he said.

“T' have made a commitment that
there will be no forced redundancy
of staff impacted directly by chang-
es in our mail service and who are
actively seeking jobs in other parts
of the business.”

But  Communication Workers
Union Victorian secretary Joan
Doyle said Mr Fahour made the an-
nouncement to try to push changes
through parliament.

“He wants to put up the prices of
stamps and to reduce the service,”
she said.

“This is his way of lobbying by
media release.

“He’s trying to create a crisis.

“There’s actually no new an-
nouncement about cuts or anything
new that’s happening.

“That’s not to say that there
won'’t be some job losses.”

Ms Doyle said the union had
agreed to 25 voluntary redundancies
this year, and Australia Post had
recently bought new letters sorting
equipment. -

“That will probably mean a few
more jobs go, but nothing like he’s
trying to say,” she said.

“We think one job would do.

“We want Ahmed Fahour to go.

“He doesn’t understand postal
administration and he just wants to -
make a big profit.”

Ms Doyle said Postal Act regu-
lations required Australia Post to
provide mail the next day in metro-
politan areas,

She said Mr Fahour wanted to
make next-day delivery a new ser-
vice and charge $1.50 for a priority
stamp.

“This is his way of saying ‘Aus-
tralia Post are going broke, I really
need this, let me have my way’.” she
said.

“Since Mr Fahour has been in
charge, Australia Post have in-
creased their revenue by $1.5 billion
a year.

“Money that they make from the
parcels and from identity services
and retail stores outweighs any loss
they make in letters. :

“The parcels in Victoria have in-
creased by 20 per cent

“The same retail shops are in-
volved in both letters and parcels,
the same trucks, the same drivers,
processing centres,

“To have this artificial divide
between small addressed letters is
really silly.”
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