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This month, well-known Dandenong Cafe propristor, Steve de George completes
50 years in businees in Lonsdale m,w; umwmmzomm.

And behind Steve's suecess lies a story * e e s s
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& native of &WW mmu..mmw island of Rhodes, Steve, in 1927 Calie ﬂﬁﬁ to Australia
with a party owwwmmm == all sromnd 18, 19 or 20 = from his home town, They
landed in Adelside and Steve stayed there about = month without finding work,
He was talking o an oid lady one day and she sparked Stevels intersst in Felb-
ourne by telling of her son who had 4 eafe thers. It sounded better than Ade-
laide, sc Steve went dowm to the statio M wcwmg_ a ticket for Melbourne — uﬁ.w. .‘
£2-8~3 in those days = and found that work was Just as searce over here, He
spent most of his first two or three wesks in a Oreek Gimb in Lonsdale St,
Then he landed a j ob as cook's assistant in a Greek Cafe in Lygen St,, Carlton,
for the princely sum of 5/ 8 weelk, mwm#o didn't knos & thing sbout eocking,
but he soon learnt, He recalls g.mﬁ 8 mrﬁoﬁ.mm Beal in those days only cost M&
_ Steve progressed so well that within six months his salary had risen to
30/= a week, _

By May, memu Steve thought he had Tearnied wﬂmﬁmﬁ TG SCPIEE OWL Oh HIE
own, so he began to look around. - A friend lent hinm 5/= and he went down to
Flinders S%, station, not knowing one subwrb from another. But he thought
,u.,ﬁ, Williamstown way looked toe dirty and grimy: out east it looked much.
cleaner snd more interesting, so wmﬁgﬁmﬁ_ a ticket to Dandemong, having no
ides where it was or what it wes like. He scon found out. 1% was in the dep-
ression and there were many empty mwnwm.. in Foster St. mﬁm.mommmmm.m St. Bub
he still likes the look of the town. TUp where Wally Cox's business is now
.wwmﬁm _ﬂmm a pokey little shop .nwmw Steve rented from gw. Walker How_mm\s_ a
week. Soon Steve opesed his own fish and chips shop, but the going was wo_mmf
and his takings those first fow weeks were only around £3 a week, mw%m tells
the story of how he loved %.m_@mmw but, __mmu.wwaﬂmw they were seliing in a nearby
shop for 2d. = pound. he couldn't afford to buy even 1 Ib. |

By 1933, however, he was well es tablished, and looked atound for wmwmmw
prepises so that he could run s eafe together a_www his fish business. mwmwm,
his cafe is Jocated today there was a big emphy 2-storey shop formerly oeccupied
. by Green's Drapery Store. He leased i%, and opened the umﬁﬂw Cafe. In H@M@

- his late brother, Mick, joined him in the busidess, Up till then Steve had been
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on his own, In 1943 he Bmwwwm&_mﬂmmw lass, Bngeni Tettis, at St, James Church
of England - the first Greek wedding held in Dandenong,

About 19556 Steve bought the property in which he had made such g success.
Later he vas to 2ol hale of it, - _

Today ke can afford to smile when he reealls the sarly herdships of estab-
lishiug his first shop. Such as ‘the time when s farmer, returning from market
with potatoes he eould mot sell, agreed %o let Steve have a ton{15 bags) for

N\w /-, Bub there were two hags %m? and Steve wanted thew = but had no nonsy
left to pay for them. %If I an earry those bags in with my testh will you
give them to me?¥ he pressed the farmer, The grower mw&mmm. 4nd then, to his _
smszement, Steve picked the bags ¥p in his beeth and earried thew into his shop !

During the war when the Army was eamped in the Dandenong ‘Showsrounds Steve's
Cafe was a popular eating place for the troops, and many a time & soldier got a

free feed thers when he was broke,, When one crowd was leaving, they formed up

ouside, marched into the Cafe and the teamp of their boots as they marked time

brought a2 startied Steve out, In front of his eyes they started souveniring

knives and forks., ;@Hmw weran®t @Hmmwwﬂm them, they explained-— they wanted

thew as souvenirs of the Gafa, And they merched out with much of Stevets cutlery,

_ During ,w.wm war many were the _,u.._m‘.mﬂmﬂm he received from soldiers, - Some of
,.&Womm rapped in Tobruk, still &wgmm their sense of bhumour, for they wrote

and told Steve that they had pub the sign, "Dandy Cafe" up above i old #in shed

there 1 . , .

Steve was always generoug and when the late Prank Kirkham, a stausch worksr
for the Dandenong Hospital, was in his esfe one day, they talked esch other into
becoming two of the hospital‘s earliest Lifs Members by domating €100 each o
the funds, __ :

In 3957 Steve ang hig wife = who fas worked hard beside him in the eafe
over the vears we— re~visited Groecs mﬁ.ﬁwﬂ.ﬁ home toum. There Steves brother,
the Mayor, and a tescher by profession; #n weleoning them, described Steve as
the destroyer of the town becanse, over the years he enticed 300 residente b
come to Ausheslia and nake & new life for themselves.,.

Now, in May, 1972, Steve Ras completed 50 unbroken years in businesé in the
Hain street. Any m&, you ¢zo =till see him and bis wife, working in their
well-lknown nmw . md_mq? the suceessful businesswan, has been a genecrous friend
to many. For o time, between 1948 and 1953 he successfully raced many horses,
but was never = betting man, His eolours webe frequentl earried to vietory, bub

195 shesad i gh
after riding the crest of the wave of suctess on the turf, he was hopry encur g
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: wmﬁwﬁﬂ wiile still in front, Today: memories of thoge successes ars recalled
by ‘the Gany racing photos that adorn the walls of hig cafe, ‘

Hard work hag mﬁoumw,m its own reward and today Mr and Mrs de Georgets
success in business must be regarded as one of the bright spets in the business
1life of this bugtling city of Dandenong, We congratulate them on their wolle
deserved success, and on having schieved a Ewammug. of business~life in
Lonsdale street — a street of many, many changes in that time, but one in
wliich Steve’s "Dandy Cofe® still survives and ficurishes,




