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By Cam Lucadou-Wells

Starting from a chook farm in Chandler Road
ore than six decades ago, an iconic Keysbor-
ough family business has closed its doors.
Keysborough Egg Farm owner David Scaq-
ich held a “heavy heart” as he closed the busi-
- sg started by his parents George and Rosina.
BR «1’s my life. Closing this was the hardest de-
ision that I and the family has made.”
o The move was made for “family reasons”
t accelerated by Covid lockdowns in the past
bu onths, Mr Scaunich said.
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Greens Road and Pacific Drive.

At its peak, up to 25 smiling staff prepared
meats, packed eggs and served customers.

It has supplied to cafes, restaurants, super-
markets, grocers and small retail.

The egg farm shunned the trend to pre-
packing eggs and produce. It instead favoured
a fresh delicatessen and packing eggs in front
of customers.

“The major thing has been serving custom-
ers. It comes at a cost though.”

More than 60 years ago, Mr Scaunich's fa-
ther and brother started a poultry farm near
the railway line at Chandler Road.

It was a time when the area was coated in
market gardens, dams and farmsteads.

A chemist now stands on the site.

They shifted to Dingley then to Chapel
Road, Keysborough before opening a shop on
Perry Road, Keysborough in 1973.

Some of its original customers have stayed
the entire 48-year journey. Many reacted with
shock and sadness after its demise was an-
nounced on 15 October.

One wrote that there was “nothing good left
in Keysborough now”, another how they made
70 kilometre round trips to buy their eggs.

“The stuff of legend” was how the customer
described the eggs.

Now, Mr Scaunich is looking forward to a
rest. A Christmas with the family, without the
frantic pre-festive orders for pork, chicken,
turkey and eggs.

“Christmas was bigger than a Grand Final
for the effort that we'd put in.

“We were always about guality and about
serving customers.”
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Founding poultry farmer George Scaunich
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