By Casey Neill

Pianos destined for the scrap heap are getting
a new lease on life in Keysborough.

In what's believed to be a world-first, Pia-
nos Recycled is restoring, repurposing and re-
cycling pianos to keep them out of landfill.

"While this is a global issue, at least 10 pia-
nos a week in Melbourne are currently being
dumped,"” Peter Humphreys said.

He started the social enterprise with Mike
Hendry and Sandra Klepetko.

Ifa piano can'tbe restored to playing condi-
tion, Pianos Recycled will repurpose as much
of the instrument as possible, including using
the quality - and sometimes rare - timbers and
unique veneers to create products.

They've explored establishing relationships
with local jewellery makers and - as half a pi-
ano's weight is made up of timber - working
with Melbourne woodworkers to design and
create bespoke furniture.

"Any materials not used in repurposing can
usually be recycled,” Mr Humphreys said.

“We have begun engaging and building an
ecosystem comprising artisans, crafts associa-
tions, piano industry businesses, and the recy-
cling sector to grow this initiative."

pianos Recycled is also looking at ways to
link saving pianos with broader community
and social needs. .

“Recently we helped the City of Glen Eira
with a temporary street piano installation for
their cultural inclusiveness program, and a
proportion of their ivory and ebony jewellery
sales go back to conservation z'md preservation
programs,” Mr Humphreys said. .
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