Max Curtain Interview by Carmen Powell Sept 17th Sept 2012

Max was Irish. 
His business’s name was Max Curtain Pty Ltd Sewerage & Drainage Contractor. His business put

drainage pipes in the estates around Doveton and behind… he did Jesson Cres .
Worked in areas such as Noble Park, and Springvale. After WWII government brought land in Springvale to start up Returned Servicemen Homes.

In 1956 Max went to Dandenong to start  a Contractor and drainage job. He found a house on five acres. His business started in Sept of the same year. (And that was 56 years ago)
Why did you put the pool in?
Why? “To keep the kids out of that bloody creek”.

After they found out they could get free admission for the pool they’d come here.” 

“At that time I could afford it” as there was a lot of growth in the town. This would have been around 1959-1960. 

The water holes were very dangerous. There were many water holes that the kids went to one of the water holes was called “The Wattles” among many more. A lot of children would go to the creek to swim during lunch time and then go back to school afterwards.

Was the Wedge Club an important Club?

“It was a respected as a pool”. We had swimming, water polo, girl’s basketball, men’s basketball.
I obtained permission to develop the football field on Box St to give the kids somewhere to play. This was the first football team and their colours were green and yellow which were my army colours. The men’s basketball is still going today. 

In 2009 we had a reunion ……was still valid then.
My mum has a scrapbook of all the Wedge News. We even have all the classes’ dad….

When did you do all this?
We use to have a hall…… this was not connected to anyone or anything It was specifically for the kids. The hall was moved off the property. It was used for lots of parties. In the summertime we would have a jukebox.
One of the last things that were held there was when ….. got married.

How many kids did you save from drowning and getting into trouble with having this pool?

I have thank you letters from various clubs letting them use the premises. It seems like a hundred years ago. The kids that came there then some are still alive today. One of local taxi drivers ….used to come here and still looks out for dad.
Were you a bit of a boatie? Did you start of with a “tinnie”
Yes. 
Dad build a very big boat called the “Princess” that was in the seventies. Dad was attacked by the crocodile that was attacking people in Darwin crocodile called “Sweetheart”. The “Princess was use for tours from Darwin to Maca Beach. 
After the cyclone where I lost my brother dad got some more boats built one called the “Duchess”. We then went to a place called Mandora.

Where did the interest in boats come from? Did you start off with a little “tinnie”

“After the war ………………you had to design everything yourself as you couldn’t buy it. Australia became a dumping ground for the old equipment”.
Dad went up to Darwin and bought …

Dad was in ……. after the war. When he was married in 1944 he used to be a driver doing Aussie tours. This is where his love of entertaining people out and showing them around and giving them good time. He was also had his own tour buses.
There is a cross in the Darwin museum in reference to dad.
Where did your enthuasim come from?

It was a pleasure to be able to give others the opportunity to have experiences that we didn’t have when we were there age.
Were you a member of the RSL?
Yes. It was a place where we could get together to help us get over the loneliness after having such a close mateship. 
Max’s wife’s maiden name was Stephen and she came from Moonee Ponds. Betty was one of four girls.

How many Kids did you and you wife have?
“Two - Ray and Robyn”

We lived in a federation house in Dandenong. 
Was that little street – “The Glade” always there?
No. It was part of our property. Our property was about 5 acres. At one time we had a Scout Jamboree on our property.
What happened to the pool?

It was demolished then filled in. All the houses that were built over it had to have exceptional foundations.
Were you a light horseman when in the war?

No I was in the 2nd 14th battalion where I main rode horses. I was also involved at Kadoda. 
Would you say that you life has been better having all these kids around or was it worse?
I don’t really know. To be honest some morning it would be nice to wake up and not have all these playing in my back yard. My swimming ability came from having the pool not because I had any particular talent. Because of the kiosk at the pool I always had a job. Running the pool was not big business Mum and Dad made about 5c in every dollar.

Do you recall any people that became important in town that use to be involved with the pool?

Yes, one of the boys became a doctor. Peter Hunter he ….
We billeted four members of the Australian Water Polo team in 1964 the stayed in the house, and mum cooked for them every day.
