Things I’d like people to know about me….

My full name is William Maxwell Curtain.
The name that I prefer people to call me is Max.
I was born in 1923.
My wife‘s name was Betty.
The names of my children are Robyn and Ray.
I use to do a bit if boxing, which seems like a hundred years ago.
I was also involved with the running of a lot of sports when I owned the Wedge swimming pools.
I love to eat anything that I don’t have to cook myself.
I used to love going duck shooting with my mates.  We would usually go to Kerang or Deniliquin.

Other information I would like to share….I was fourteen when I joined the army cadets and like most of us we lied about our age as we were supposed to be sixteen to enlist.  Then when I was sixteen (supposedly eighteen) I then joined the AIF.  We went to the Middle East, and then went to the Western Desert which was Egypt, Libya and Syria.  Then we came back to Kokoda.  We were the first experience troupes that the Japanese ran into the Kadoka track.
The Japanese then were pushed back to Buna Gone and Samananda, were they stayed until they were eliminated.
The proudest moment of my life would be when the war was over.

My Early Childhood Memories

My parent’s names were Myrtle and Andrew.

I was born in the year 1923 and I have two brothers.

My brother’s names are Bert and Norm.

As a child I remember playing marbles, the tom bowler was my favourite it was used to smash the ordinary marbles out of the way.  I also played knuckles, which was the bone out of the roast lamb.  We dried them and painted them purple.

The earliest memory of my childhood was when my father died.  He was a tram driver; he was only thirty six when he died.  I was about twelve when dad died and had two younger brothers, so mum went to work at Rosella to support us.  There were definitely no hand outs like there is now.  Things were pretty dam tough.

The place I lived in as a child was Sebastopol, in Ballarat and then we moved to Glenferrie.

School Days

The school I attended as a child was Sebastopol State, and then later at Glenferrie State school.  I think my teachers would have described me as a dam nusense.  I was always in trouble.

I walked to school, as we only lived a half an hour away.  One of my best friends at school was Nancy Hainze.

A really strong memory I have about school is when my father died.  I was twelve and my mother had to give special permission for me to leave school, so that I could go to work and help mum.

The thing I disliked about going to school was the teachers and not being as smart as the other kids; I was a bit of a slow learner.

My mother had me going to violin lessons at school.  It was a waste of my time and money.  I was definitely never cut out to be a violinist, as far as I was concerned I could have sawn the damn thing in half.  Monday mornings was always a big thing with music at school.  My brother learnt the drums, and he ended up playing in bands.

Working For a Living

I was twelve years of age, when I left school and got my first job.  I was doing all the preparation for painters   I had many different jobs in my life such as, when I got out of the army I was cutting fire wood.  I would go away for a week at a time loading wood onto my truck, then I would bring the wood back and cut it into foot blocks.  I delivered it around Melbourne.  
The amount of money I earned would depend on where my customers were from.  A lot of customers were from Port Melbourne and that was a very poor area.  My pay often went towards maintenance on my truck, which was an old army truck.

I was the first road contractor in Doveton, which we use to call dog town, and that was because everyone in Doveton owned a dog.
I owned a couple of tour busses which were called Central Tours, where I took
groups of people away for one or two weeks at a time.  I was the driver and the tour guide.  I leased the Mandorah pub and ran that for several years.
I had the Darwin Harbour ferries which were called The Edwina May.
We delivered supplies to the missions, such as food, clothes or anything else that was needed.  We cut one of the ferries in half and added about twenty feet into the centre of it.  We use to call ourselves Jesus Christ Pty Ltd as a joke,
because when we arrived they would say thank Christ you’re here.

I built the Wedge swimming pools on my property in Dandenong, and the main reason for that was to keep the kids out of the dam creek, it was bloody dangerous, as most of the kids couldn’t swim.  I made it compulsory for the kids to have swimming lessons.  Once they got their certificate they didn’t have to pay to get in.  We ran competition water sports, mainly water polo.
We also had competition basketball and football.
The club house was used for various functions, Dances and meetings.  The police also held functions there.   I drove a couple of sign writing trucks in the late 1990s early 2000.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I have also had involvement in the community working in the fire brigade.  

The Girl I Married

I first remember meeting Betty Stephen at Swanston street Melbourne Criteria cafe.
We knew each other two years before I asked her to marry me.

When I asked her to marry me, we were both still young.

Thinking back to my wedding day it was very hot, and all went well.

The first time I saw her in her wedding dress I thought she looked great.  She wore a cream satin wedding dress, made by her sister Norma.

On our wedding day I felt very hot and nervous.

Setting up a Home and Family Life.

I was in my twenties, when I moved out of my parent’s home and into my own home.  
The placed we moved to was a brick home in Ludstone street Hampton.  Then in 1956 we moved the family to 36 Wedge Street on five acres, it was a very old wooden house.

The things that I was responsible for around the house were buying the lawn mower.  I was a drainage contractor and I ran the business from home.
Betty took care of everything around the home.  Betty also helped run the pool and the contracting business.

Some of the most special occasions, I celebrated with my own family over the years were Rays wedding in Darwin, and Robyns wedding in Dandenong.

Family Holidays and travel

Some of the places our family spent time with each other were;
New haven and Phillip Island camping.
Kerang at friends sheep farm.
Cudgewa, friends of the family.

One of the most memorable holidays we had as a family was when my family and I stayed with the Wilsons in cabins at Indented Heads.

Some of the activities we did as a family on holidays were; Mushrooming, fishing and boating at Lake Eildon.

One of the most special travelling experiences I had was when Betty and I travelled to Japan for the 1964 Tokyo Olympics on the Fairsky.

Family Life and Special Memories

Some of the ways that our family spent time with each other were going to swimming carnivals and attending water polo events together.  We always had dogs, we still do.  At one stage we had Rod /Yella/and Blue, family joke, CALL OUT BROWN AND THEY WILL ALL COME.

Some of the most memorable occasions we celebrated as a family were weddings and family Christmas.

Some of the outings and leisure activities we did as a family, were watching basketball and football.  We also shopped for tropical fish.  We loved catching up with other families.  Hunters, Wilsons, Guests, Willis and Ramsey’s.

Some of the special times in my life would be having Grandchildren, Jasmin, Michelle and Brock.  I remember bringing home a “Joey” for the family to raise.     
Turned out we had a Josie.  


 

Retirement years and growing older

Some of the best things about retirement would have to be not going to work, or worrying about who is not working.

Some of the worst things about growing older would have to be losing friends.

When I finally retired and my family had all grown up, I felt relieved.

Now I spend my days and free time doing nothing much.  I watch the news, read the papers, water the garden, look after the dog and watch him getting fat and also go over to the Workers Club.

As I reflect back on all of the things that I have done in my life, I think that I am lucky to have survived the war.  I am glad that I built the swimming pool and I am also glad that I got involved with Tourist coaches. 
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