Helping hands

By Brendan Rees

A Dandenong employment service is using
plastic waste to make prosthetic hands for am-
putees.

Envision, a not-for-profit charity that pro-
vides support to long-term and disadvantaged
job-seekers, is delivering the Envision hands
project which turns recycled plastic bottle tops
into prosthetic hands for children in develop-
ing countries.

To give them a helping hand, the Coca-Cola
Foundation announced Envision would share
$1.5 million in funding from Coca-Cola to sup-

port its Envision Hands upcycling project.

"We're thrilled to be able to give back to the
Jlocal communities we serve through the global
Coca-Cola Foundation,” Coca-Cola spokes-
woman Sarah Prestwood said. ‘

Using 3D printers to create the prosthetic
hands for those in need, Envision will train
and support disadvantaged job seekers to help
make the devices on-site.The funding will en-
able the collection of bottle tops, basic recy-
cling processes and the design, creation and
distribution of the prosthetic hands.

Director of Envision Employment Services
Sean Teer said his team decided to take action
"when we realised we might be able to turn
those tops into something really beneficial.”

"We saw that plastic bottle tops were not
being recycled and going into landfill," he said.

"We now are collecting tops from around
Melbourne and Victoria and sites like our Dan-
denong site will be involved in turning those
tops into hands/arms and also many other
useful plastic recycled items.

"This will also involve training long term
unemployed in the latest 3D technology, he
said, adding the project aimed to make 100
prosthetic hands for children.

"Envision is putting together a major fund-
raising campaign to now put all the elements
of the project together including programs at
schools and in the communities and dona- B \
tions will be sought to support this great en- ” “‘.
vironmental and humanitarian project," Mr e ' : , ﬁ“
Teer said Richard, left, and job seeker Damien collect plastic bottle tops which will be used to make prosthetic hands. 190162
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