
Grant means it s
By CASEV NEILL

KEEPING electronic waste out
of landfill is the goal for Quan
tum Recycling Solutions.

The Dandenong South busi
ness was among five to receive
City of Greater Dandenong Busi
ness Grants Program support on
25 March.

Each business will be reim
bursed for up to $8000 it spends
and receive about $2000 in ad
vice from the Small Business
Mentoring Service.

Isaacs MP Mark Dreyfus and
Greater Dandenong Mayor Sean
O'Reilly visited the Rhur Street
factory on Monday 30 March.

Husband and wife Lokesh
Baskaran and Shobana Rad-
hakrishnan own the business.

"Shobana's dad back home
is one of the leading recyclers in
India," Mr Baskaran said.

•They were going to do the
project in India but there's heavy
competition back there. We
wanted to try it here in Australia.
Npt many people are doing it."

Mr Baskaran graduated from
Swinburne with a master's de
gree in microeconomics.

He couldn't find a job and

managed a Kennards Hire store
in Moorabbin for the past seven
years.

He's now focused on growing
Quantum.
'The next step i.s to get anoth

er warehouse. The future's going
to be electronics and someone's
got to do something about it to
recycle it."

Few products are recycled, he
said, so valuable materials were
lost in landfill and poisonous
substances could leach into the
environment.

Quantum's mission is to dis
pose of e-waste using environ
mentally friendly teclmology and
keep it out of landfill, including
computers, printers, televisions,
DVD players, gaming devices
and cameras.

Mr Baskaran has overcome
several setbacks to reach this
point. He ordered machines
priced in US dollars to set up the
business.

"I had a big financial crisis
because the Aussie dollar went

down. 1 lost about $25,000
there."

Then came another hurdle.

"When the machine arrived
here we calculated the power
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consumption," he said.'The cur
rent warehouse was not adequate
enough to provide the power."

Mr Baskaran spoke to his
power company and factory
owner about upgrading power
supply but the plan had a $50,000

price tag. He decided to instead
downgrade the machine's motor
and use transformers.

Next on his list is finding bet
ter ideas to dispose of glass from
the cathode ray tubes (CRT) in
old televisions.

He said it was used crushed to

make tiles in the US and could be

mixed with sand for filtering and

other purposes to save money.

"Someone's got to take the

first step," Mr Baskaran said.

n

r
Si

I

-A

e

Us

I

I

<

(\




