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Project is too risky: Shire

By Cam Lucadou-Wells

Greater Dandenong Council is looming as the
‘casting vote’ for a joint-council proposal for a
waste-to-energy plant in the South East.

Mornington Peninsula Shire is the latest
council to refuse to sign up to a pre-tender
contract with South East Metropolitan Ad-
vanced Waste Processing (SEMAWP) Pty 1td,

The contract commits the member coun-
cils to supply a “minimum tonnage” of waste
for 25 years to a waste to energy plant at ap
“unconfirmed” location.

In a unanimous decision on 17 March
Mornington Peninsula councillors deferred é
decision, citing “substantial risks” to ratepay-
ers.

They resolved to enquire why the State Goy.
ernment was not underwriting the “regiona}
significant waste project”. Y

Mayor Anthony Marsh said si
would have been “reckless”.

“As a regionally significant waste
we expect the State Government tg
the substantial risks to ratepayers and
legislative certainty for the future of
tive waste.

“A commitment to the current
ment process would have exposed thl;f;}:ure-
ington Peninsula Shire and its ratepa e0m~
unacceptable financial risk and WOulg LS to
been reckless.” dve

Cr Marsh called for the SEMA
the process to allow time for "critizvalpht;; dehy
tion and a thorough assessment of ths orma-
councils”. isks to

Greater Dandenong Council
original member cougcils to vOfeﬂ;gl‘?:ﬁ of 16
to sign up. Itis expected to decide on 2g Mether
| Only seven of the 16 councilg hay N
committed - Bayside, Cardinia, Case S SO far

ton, Knox, Whitehorse and Yarra Rap, Y Kings.
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A majority was needed for the priject’s i
Vi-

gning yp

PIoject,
addresg
Pr OVide
alterna-

A wa
ability; according to arecent Glen Eira Report.

At least siX councils have pulled out, not
. Juding Mornington Peninsula. Frankston
1(?(::uncil has yet to announce its decision in
dosed_council on 15 March. . :

Greater Dandenong mayor Jim Mgmetx re-

ntly told Star Journal that the council exodus
ce sy

«yery concerning - AN i
WaSIt c;Zld hurt the projects Vl.al?lhty and in-
rease costs borne by the remaining councils,

C

he said.
He was also see
Jant would not be loc
gong, and that the prop®

reduced- al d about lock-
y o concerne
emeti was als
i CtrhI;/[council into a 25-year cor}nat(;:e“;}ll:;
;,ngtt x technologies may surface n
e

king assurances that the
ated in Greater Dande-
sed gate fee would be

ot

stetnergy plant, as proposed by Great Southern Waste Technologies.

SEMAWP interim chair Mick Cummins —
also chief executive of Bayside Council — re-
cently told Star News that the procurement
was based on volumes of household rubbish
rather than the number of councils.

The committed waste tonnages would help
inform the design of an appropriately sized fa-
cility.

“This is a complex multi-stage procure-
ment, and we anticipated some councils
would not proceed through to award the ten-
der.

“Councils have been given the opportunity
to consider their involvement at each stage
and SEMAWP Pty Ltd respects the decision
of councils who have chosen to opt out of the
procurement.”

The waste-to-energy plant is proposed as
the solution to a looming landfill shortage for
councils in the East and South East.

Hallam landfill has an expiry date of be-
tween five and eight years, according to Great-
er Dandenong Council.

There are no plans to build further landfills
in the South East.

The plant’s location has yet to be “con-
firmed”, according to the SEMAWP.

Last year, a permit was controversially
granted by EPA and VCAT to Great Southern
Waste Technologies for a waste-to-energy
plant in Ordish Road, Dandenong South.

Greater Dandenong Council was opposed
to the facility.

However, GCWT did not make the shortlist
of tenderers for the SEMAWPP.

The shortlisted applicants are Veolia En-
vironmental Services Australia Pty Ltd, Sacyr
Environment Australia and a consortium of
Pacific Partnerships and REMONDIS Australia.
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