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By Cam I.ucadou-Wells _

. Greater Dandenong Council has resolved to

ban single-use plastics such as bags, straws,
balloons and bottles at festivals and sport
évents on council property within 12 months.

I a move to reduce plastic pollution, itemns -

such as plastic coffee-stirrers, cutlery and cups

and “unnecessary soft plastic packagmg will

also be prohibited.
> ban will apply to Council departments

in.six meniths, and to sport clubs, leisure facili- -

ties and community groups in 12 months.
Exemptlons apply to small-scale events that
don'’t require a council permit and people who
require straws for health or disability reasons.
Dandenong Market and its commercial op-
swill alse be exempt, but “supported” to
OIE able options.
Ti'Support, Ct Matthew Kirwan said “indis-
criminate use” of disposable plastics caused
“well-publicised” damage to human health
and the environment. .
Balloons were killers of sealife and bird-
life, cholqng them after mgesuon. Straws, the

" eight most common plastlc product in oceans,
killed marine life particularly turtles, he said.

“Our ocean surface waters are now esti- -

mated to contain over 5 trillion plastic pieces,
weighing over 250,000 tonnes.  °

_“Tt.is estimated that unless action is taken
that ‘there will be by 2050 more plastlc, by
weight, in our oceans thari fish.” -

Plastic litter was.visibly collécting in- Great-

er Dandenong’s creeks, he said.

- As plastics degrade, they leech toxic chemi-
cals such as vinyl chloride, dioxin, benzene
and formaldehyde into the water-stream.

Up. to 10 Victorian councils had adopted
similar policies, Cr Kirwan said.

Cr Tim Dark, in opposition, said the “ab- -

solutely crazy” ; o‘hcy would behard to police

and enforce. - -
“BEvery smglefmme I go past a park you know
in dlcator

rty’s over for pla:

plastic straws. It's going to be nearly impos-

sible to police.”

Multicultural groups relied on sponsor’s
balloons to help fund their events. Sports clubs
also relied on selling soft drinks and foods to.
survive, Cr Dark said.

A d1ssentmg Cr Peter Brown said the pohcy

wasn't workable. “It's lunacy,” he said.

~ “This is a warning to mums and dads who
- want to take their kids on a picnic. . o
~_“You can't use plastic straws, kids. You can't

- have a balloon for your bxrthday, you can't use

a single-use plastic cup ..

“And above all, you cant have a water bot-
tle in plastic, but bnng a glass bottle so it can
break somewhere.”

Cr Kirwan said there was no ban on plas- _

“tics for "families having a picnic or a blrthday

" party in a park”.
"The policy is aimed at large community -

events that need a permit.”
The transition period would allow people,
roupsand centres to find the many cheap al-

ernatives to plastlcs and to apply for 'exemp- -
’ '_ons when appropnate, he sald. :

Cr Sean O'Reilly said alternatives to plastic
straws and balloons could be found.

“I'm sure the children wont miss what tzhey

" dor’t have.”

Cr Loi Truong called for elther the counml’
or State Government to collect or destray un-
.used single-use plastic bags from businesses.
© “Somie shopssulL ave ancouple ofthousand
plastic bags.” e
‘He questioned howﬁiany ﬁfms that thlcker
plastic bags were re-used before thrown in the
rubbish.. .
“I think the trouble will be blgger because
many, many plastic bags will be thrown away.
~Fhe problem will be worse than before.”
Sport clubs and aquatic and leisure centres
and community centres would be able to sell
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