Waste mcmerator on h_ola but proponent still committea

By Cam Lucadou-Wells

The proponent of a waste- to- energy plant in
Dandenong South remains "fully committed"
after Greater Dandenong Council put its ap-
proval on hold.

The council rescinded its permit approval
for the Great Southern Waste Technologies
proposal at 70 Ordish Road at a meeting on 11
November. /

Two weeks earlier, the council had been
deadlocked at 5-5 on the permit approval. It
was passed on the casting vote of then-mayor
Youhorn Chea.

However, with newly-elected councillor Pe-
ter Brown's support, the rescission motion was
passed unopposed.

Cr Maria Sampey, the rescission mover,
said the aim was for the council to hold-off un-
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Maria Sampey at the site of the proposed
waste-to-energy plant. 200000
Picture: GARY SISSONS

assessed the plan.

It would also allow time for consultation
with residents and nearby businesses.

"We're dealing with a major application - a
waste-to-energy facility where about 100,000
tonnes of waste will be incinerated per year so
iwe reallv need to get proper feedback ... for

councilors to make a decision."

In support, Cr Matthew Kirwan later said
the motion wasn't an attempt to refuse the ap-
plication.

He noted the facility was "not far" from resi-
dents in Dandenong South and Keysborough.

"For us to be asked to approve a planning
application for it, without knowing the atmo-
spheric emissions and any other environmen-
tal impacts or the ongoing site management
procedures jynejil}e reasonable nor respon-
sible.

"AsIsaid at the last meeting there isno rush.

"This application comes before the multi-
council Expression of Interest procurement
process, for which the economic viability of
this facility relies, has even started."

Great Southern Waste Technologies direc-
tor Bill Keating said the company was still con-

~100,000 tonnes of non-recyclable waste a year.

sidering what the council's decision meant for Q o=
the project. I ~
"Great Southern nonetheless remains fully @‘ 2

committed to the project. T
"This project is world's best practice and en- Y]
vironmentally advanced waste treatment that %
will deliver improved outcomes for Dandenong 2
and the wider Melbourne community."
The plant would be expected to incinerate %
~

About 3 per cent of ash byproduct is expected
to be emitted from its 55-metre smoke stack.

It would generate 9.3 Megawatt hours of
electricity, enough to power the plant (1.4 \,-\
MWh) as well as about 7000 homes, according N
to Great Southern. \

The project is currently being assessed by
the EPA.

The EPA did not comment before deadline.
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| that ariy comments received will usually be

Environment Protéction Act 1970 -
~ Works Approval Application

Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Victoria has. received the
following application to: issue a works approval or licence which
permits work to be undertaken which will result in a discharge of waste
to the environment or @n increase or altetapon in an existing discharge.

1003592,(‘ Great S ' Waste: Technelqgles Pty Ltd has applied

5 approval for' a waste to energy fac;hty at the
ises of 70 Ordish Road, Dandenong South VIC 3175.
The facility will utilise gasification technology and process
approximately. 100,000 T/year of municipal solid waste and
commeicial and industrial waste. The development will

supply approximately 7.9 MW -of electricity to the grid.
Please visit the Engage Victoria webpage for updates
on the application including details of an upcoming
information session hosted by the company:
https://engage.vic.gov.aufepa-works- approvals

A copy or a summary of this application, accompanying plans,
specifications and ether information can be downloaded from
www.engage.vic.gov:au/epa:-works-approvals. interested persons may,
within 21 days of the date of advertisement, comment in writing on
the appli tion and may request in writing to be notified if the works
issued. All comments must be made by email to

‘ ha.vic.gov.au or by mail to EPA Victotla GPQ Box -
4395 “Melboumne Victoria 3001 Please hote :

made publicly available. Further details
please contact 1360 372 843.
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