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Waste plant fuels community concerns

From page 1

The proposed gasification plant is estimat-
ed to'process 100,000 tonnes a year of non-re-
cyclable municipal solid waste, and commer-
cial and industrial waste. o

The plant will create a net reduction of
142,000 tonnes of carbon-dioxide equivalent
emissions - or greenhouse gases, according to
Great Southern Waste.

The plant would supply about 7.9 Mega-
watts of electricity to the grid - enough to
power 7000 homes. About 1.4 Megawatts will
be generated to power the facility. .

Half of the waste fuel is expected to be or-
ganics and food scraps, Great Southern Waste
stated.

The submission has a long list of excluded
material such as prescribed industrial waste,
asbestos, building materials, radioactive
waste, chemical waste, medical waste, car-
casses and residential 'hard waste'. ,

Great Southern Waste Technologies direc-
Keating said, contrary to objections,
uld be little pollution from the plant.
described it as "world's best prac-
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tice"-and "comfortably compliant" with Euro-
pean Union standards, which are adopted in
Victoria. - o '

Mr Keating acknowledged
residents' concerns - about health impacts,
which he hoped to address during the confer-
ence. : ,

He noted that no objections had been
lodged by rieighbouring businesses, Greater
Dandenong Council or 'green’ groups.

_ According to GSWT's modelling, even at
maximum expected emission levels, there
would be "negligible" human health impact
and no pollution guideline breaches, Mr Keat-
ing said.

"It tells us that we can operate there and op-
erate well within the levels of adverse human
impact." . i N

Homes as close as 1.4 kilometres from the

plant would receive "very little impact at all". .

They were outside the buffer area for the
site's industrial-2 zone, one of the few areas of
greater Melbourne where the plant could be
built, Mr Keating said.

"In Europe, some of these facilities are 250-
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300 metres from homes, i1
buildings. ‘ s schools and council

* "After 25 years of operating, you can't find
long-term detriment to any people living near
these facilities.
'":'I'hat gives us confidence in what we're do-

In November, Greater Dandenong council- -

lors rescinded its permit approval for building ..

works. » - ‘ )
The council had planned to wait for the

'EPA's verdict before reconsidering the propos-

al. However due to the delay extending beyond
the statutory time-frame, GWST has appealed
to VCAT to decide the matter.

~ Cr Maria Sampey, who led the rescission,
said councilors were being ignored by thé pro-

‘ponents.

"] want to have the full results (from the
EPA) before I make a decision."
" The commiunity conference is at City of
Greater Dandenong Civic Centre, 225 Lonsdale
Street, Dandenong on 3 March, 6pm-9pm.

To register attendance, go to https://en--
approvals/GSWT



