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a strong Australian stereotype that it is
difficult to perceive latter-day develop-
ments.  Here Boyd's brilliant essay on
Austerica is of help. Austerica is “not a
place but a way of life it is found
in any country where an austerity
version of the American dream overtakes
the indigenous culture.” '

Boyd identifies Surfer’s Paradise as the
capital of  Austerica which spreads its
influence  through comics, films, radio,
dance  spots, which lills  the
vacuums in every vacant corner of the
Australian mind and finds its most
wrelched -occasion when, on TV, Aus-
tralians mouth words and mimic actions
for American songs sung by Americans.
Although Austerica is coextensive with
Australia, it is only a province—and the
most depressing aspect of it is ils accept-
ance of the second-hand and second-
best. This splendid  sociological essay
links with Boyd's caustic comments on
Australia’s under-payment of creative
thinkers and his observation that plagiar-
ism is the most widely practised art in
Australia, but it is better-known and less
central than his account of the sins of
Featurism committed by those with the
best visual intentions.

The pattern of settling in the bush near
the bigger cities is familiar: the artistic
non-conformists are followed by the
bourgeois Bill’s who convert it into the
image of the suburb they are escaping,
but Boyd points out there is an intermedi-
ate period when sensitive, sophisticated
people arrive, commission architects to
design attractive. original houses and
thereby spoil the scene even before the
subdividers  pounce. The stages of
despoilment can be observed as, accom-
panied by the mystic sound boom, boom,
boom, the rash of suburbia spreads from
Sydney to Scotland Island and, if we
are to believe the foreshortened adver-
tising  maps of the land speculators,
approaches Nowra, To attribute  the
unuppealing result of that middle phase
to something as vague as lack of taste
would be superficial: “none.is to blame
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lectively. Tt is not a lack of imagination
or sensitivity or originality which causes
the spoliation, but an overabundance of
these qualities without the co-ordinating
discipline of traditional craft technique
and. more important of course, withoul
4 common artistic aim.”

Bovd is more optimistic about the
possibility ol u non-Featurist Australia
than he might be in fuce of the evidence
he presents. Non-featurism, or anti-
Teaturismi, is the subject of the last third
of the book which answers the question
whut constitutes good architecture with
“the form's faithfulness to its motive o
idea.”  Non-featurism could correct the
Australian ugliness - provided we recog-
nise. “that  there is an appropriate time
and place for both the technology of
space enclosure and the architecture oi
expression. and to work to eliminate the
neuter  type: neither scientific  nor
artistic.”” The Sydney Opera House und
Unilever House each uchieve their pur--
pose. A brave visionary, he even foresces
stuburbs such as those he claims exist
in Scandanavia: a planned community
with an easy acceptance of nature, mutuul
respect and a common artistic aim.

In my book suburbia, which lacks the
qualities of both city and country life,
always spells conformity and isolation.
The way to combat its disadvantages is
to restore the idea of a city by reclaiming
inner areas and achieving density ol
population. with consequent improve-
ment in services, thyough attractive apart-
ments which could avoid the riot of in-
discipline and ugliness inseparable from
the doctrine of cach man on his own
cabbage patch. Still T suppose such
change will never come about: not only
are people complacent about their little
Kingdoms. they are fiercely attached to
myths of independence, of the health of
their children being dependent on =2
scrubby backyard, of the necéssity for
contact with nuture. So I hope .Robin
Boyd's vision ol Scandinavian-type com-
munities is realised. But while waiting for
them. read this book @ it will make vou see
what you have been looking at these past
few years.

DESMOND O'GRADY




