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'  What Robin Boyd in
; Australia's Homes calls
i "a major step of styl-
b ism"—Spanish mission,
i:. He says of it, "Per
haps the' strongest

f single influence in
twentieth century styl-
ism: Yellow stucco . .

standard baroque prcfi
cast columns, groups o^
triple arches, cordov^;
tiles on chimneys an(
featured walls, -boxe

eaves, black wrough'
, iron window grifle. oj
nate lantern . .
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ROBIN BOYD
SEES IIORE
"EGLINESS

w

The success of Robin Boyd's Austror
lian Ugliness has inspired his publishers
to republish two of his works, Austra-
lia's Homes, first published in 19al, and.j
*a~bardcovcr edition of,the Uglinessi
Australia's Homes He tells of the fights whic

brought up to date with a
1961 foreword by the author, ̂
who appears not to have mel-1
lowed at all, and is in fact|
as unregenerate. in. the fore-i
word as he was in the:orig-'
inaj._ / . ■"

He calls the book "a study
in the vernacular in domestic
building in Australia," but it
is considerably more than
that.

Although, as the author
says, it is occupied largely
with .the small houses which
have taken up some two-,
thirds of the building capa-j
city of the nation, it covers a:
considerably wider field — j
the manners, tastes, drinking |
and social habits, customs,'
and gardening tastes of Aus-

h
some architects had to W'age
against Bumbledom and pre
judice, even through the law
courts, to be allowed to de
part from the hallowed
schools of the past.

He recalls that as recently,
as 1941, an architect, Albert
Hanson, struck trouble when
he buUt his own home in
Onberra. '

tralians.

He built a rectangular
house, with ivory-washed
brick, walls, a roof pitched in
a single low gable and paint
ed light green.

.  Boyd says that some resid
ents of the surrounding dis
trict lodged an unsuccessful
complaint with the authori
ties, claiming that the roof
would depreciate values of
neighbouring houses and
■"would be detrimental to the
standard of buildings in this
farea, or in residential area

It divides the Australian! on the SouA side, of Can
home-building progress intoi iberra.
eras, in the course of which.
Boyd spares no one — home I
builders, architects, govern
ment ofificials or politicians.
He lashes out at Stylism as
savagely as he did a decade
later against Featurism. . j

Boyd tells of the struggles,
sometimes unavailing, of new
schools of architects, whose
styles have flourished., and
fallen out _of favour.^,, /j

As usual, Boyd gives a
special reference to _ Can
berra. In this book as in the
later Ugliness, he shows a
jgreat warmth and admiration

'for Walter 'Burlcy'
i designer of. Canberra^.;:
■.though he admits GriflSn'a ■?
faults. ' I

Boyd observes with sor-, '
row that "the shimmering
image of a practical Shangri- :
la has been shattered by
thousands of .forbidding, pre- r
tentious, competitive villas.

He says 'The Australian. J
domestic ideal ' proved too 1
strong for the idea of build
ing in a common cause.
Instead . . . it produced the
familiar variegation of a typ-
ically Australian suburb -r. ■
thousands of average homes, "
very few really good and few -' -'■'i
really bad." ';

In his foreword, which ".v
also is a summing up, he '
laments "the degree of Dig- i
gerism and male superiority
r. . . which make the power /■
lawn-mower almost unwersal
but the dishwasher still
sluggish seller." ' • ' ■

The hardcover reprint of ^
The Australian Ugliness, b\ ' •
Cheshires, gives an opportun- -
ity to have a second look ^
and an afterthought on the
rbook. - ,

The reviewer's opinion is
"  " ■ ■ich;the same. It is a book whicl

'will make most readers think
hard and will make a con
siderable percentage annoyed.
'Both are ex^llent things.
^ ' R«

AUSTRALIAN HOME,
Robin Boyd. Melbourne
University Press. (Fapeibadc,
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