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Mr W. Wheatland, as-
sistant to Mr Joern Utzon,
the Sydney Opera House
designer, last night des-
cribed claims that seat
spacing was unsatis-
factory and would require
adjustment as a lot of
nonsense.

“The latest plans show-
ing proposed spacing had
been approved by Euro-
pean standards,” he said.

“No comparable
theatres have gone up in
Sydney in recent years.
Mr Utzon wasn't interest-
ed in theatre plans of 30
years ago, and neither am
1A ‘
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Mr Wheatland said the
announcement by the
NSW Minister for Public
Works, Mr Davis Hughes,
of serious seating defi-
ciencies resulted from the
fact that his panel of
architects was incapable
of following Mr Utzon’s
plans.

The latest plans made
available to Mr Hughes
provided for approximate-
ly 2700 seats, Mr Wheat-
land said.

In his criticism of the
plans yesterday Mr
Hughes said Mr Utzon had
always claimed that  the
major hall would accom-
modate 2800 seats, but
‘according to his plans it
‘would take only 1300.
~ Row spacing proposed
was 2 feet 5 inches in the
gallery with a seat width
of 1 foot 8 inches, but
acoustic ‘consultants who
visited Sydney recently
said this was unsatis-
factory and a survey of
Sydney theatres con-
firmed this.
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