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koshe uaf&ie'waa the architect of Habltut &7 in every sense
of the word. +ithout him it wouldn't Just have looked
different; it would not have happened abt &lle 1t was he who
first proposed the idea of @ living domonstration of urban
housing as cne of the highlights st sxpo &7. lHe was working
for the Canedien Jorporatiocn for the 1947 sorld bxhibition on
& master plan, and he saw the chancs o builé the subject of
his final year thesis study a2t LeCGlll University, which was
5311 mueh in kis thoughts, He sold tue idea to the Coxrpore
ation, wea granted money to develop it, wnd prepared a
presentation that carried away three governwenbs: wmunicijpal,
provingial and federal. Thu=s i% happené& in 1964 that bafdie,
o5 the ags of 20 znd Just three years oubt ¢f collsge - one of

them with louls Zahn, waes coumissiored to build his drsan.

it ﬁaé'ﬁét & lonely drsas. Ibe habitat idea has hovered in

the buckgreund of the architectural conscisnce all this century,
one way o¥ another. Ive basis is thab modern architecturs

wust become more iavolved in making an apgropriate total
govironment for moderm life. The rules reguire the integration
of tyeffic, verticaul communication, outdoor amand iadoor.

ccmﬁhnnl amenities, eand last, but perhaps nod eﬁtirely lasast,

sparbunents 1o wolch people wight actually wapt to live. HNot
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80 vVery long agc its ilmage was the lUorbu spectacle of

towering beadstores linked by ribbouns of rosds across parkland.
This vision fwded after ‘orld jar 2 when glass zlab skyscrapere
and elevated freeways suddenly appeaved in diserganised
abundance wnd lost their romentic novelty., o0 the monumental
vision dissolved into the Usnite d'Habitvetion, in which the
individual units were beginning to have identlty. Hemember
the fsarscme vorbu colours celebrating the s%éarateness of the
apartnent balconles., Then the Unite image gave way to the
ciuster concept, in whick thianking starts with the ilndividual

units end buildas uy o a monument,

secordiag to keyner Senham, the cluster concept was first
ptated in an wrticle by Kevin Lynch in 1954 (the year Unite

was completed). In 1957 «lison and Peter snitheon described
the ideal as 'a close-knit, complicated, often-noving
asgprogation, but an sggregation with w distinct structure.'
fney advised: ‘'Je¢ must think out for each place the sort of
structure which cen grow and yet be ¢lesar and essily usderstood

at each stage of development.’

In the following decade many & bullding vwus ereeted which
profgssed to subserlie to these high principles but which

finished up as Just ancther closed, competitive wparimeut
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Llock. Xenzo fange with bis students at w.l.l. i 1950 fires
cave the cluster a powerfui insge, «nd later the sams year
developed the idea further in bis well-known proposal of a
plan for Tokyo. 5ut koshe safdie was the first to keep hold
of_the ideals, and a strong image, and to get it buillt, even

1f not in yuite as good a shape as he first proposed.

idis original scheue had some 300 dwellinge fO? 5000 people iun
two separated blocks. The larger was composed of parallel,
spuced, staggered rows of neo-Unite slabs which were in effect
toppled inwerds untll thelr top cormers btouched and they
supported cach other while making sm egqulleteral triangle with
the groupd. It wes a nice £ development from the Tange - KIF
scheme, which clusterea the dwellings on the sides of snormous
teuts. These threatenad to be somewhat dlngy on the lmside,
whersss in ;af&ié'& geheme the undersidea of the slopes atill
hed open outlooks. Hia smpellsr block was & shortaer
modifiéutioa of bhe firsty all the zlabs leant the onse way,
although gpey zig—-2upzged in plan, They were supported oy

vertical cilreculstion shafve.

fhat-has been bullt is only & large part of the smuller block,
capavle of housing some 700 people in 158 units, What was to
be a way of 1life has been hacked down by politics and eccnonics

to the wize of su ordinary apertment block. osaldie's triumph
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is that, despite this, he has held on griuly to the ecosentials
of vhe original ides and hus not allowed it to bacone, in
spirit or image, Just another one of those familiar things,

It maneges to convince w2 a little ascrap of toworrow. sSince
this was The object of the exercise as an Lxpo exhibit almost
any price paid in prastical building discomfort and economics
wag pre-justified. 1he e¢stimated Linal cost of about $100,000
per average apartmest sounds pridiculous encugh, but these few
upnlts have to be considered as pacemakers fa; something bigger,
oOr not considered seriousiy at all, This cost, after all,
iucludes wussive overhesds - for example one apeclal crane
costing 750,020 - which would have been no more costly for

the originakefly planned 900 units.

~he soglological objective of all elusters is to bring people
back close to the heart of the eity, or to cheer up thosa who
axre atil% left there, by restoring & sense of community yet

at the same Sime providing something of the space and privacy
enjoyad in the suburbs. Habitat 67 responds to this in
gevaral w#}a. its site is a socio-aréhitacﬁ's delight, for
it recovers & sectlion of lontreal's lost waterfront. Its size
18 just blg enough and its character quite strong eﬂough to
impress any inmate with a senss of a unigue environment. There
88 éémmunal play tsrraces and such leading off the wide
balconies which serve ag conmmunication on every fourth floor

end which are called, as you may have guessed, streevs. Yet
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the complicated stacking of the reeidential unite lends them

individuality «nd a remarksble sense of privacy.

“he technologleul objective of clusters ils to exploit nasge
production of the aminor, monotonously repetitive slemonts of
dwaliings within a major structural system. Habltat &7
responds o this with a techmlique already well publicised.
Coucrete boxes measuring 17°'6" x 3&' x 10° hggh, weighing 90
vons, are precast on site, sandblasted and fitted out oa the
ground, and heisted into place on thal expensive travelling
crane, vonyromises aloung the way have led to less than Balf
the finishing trades ceing done on the ground; partitioniag
aod aost fitiing work now teke place when the box is in
pogltion. [ethrooms are continuously moulded flbreglass shells.

Kivenens ure by frigidaire, neat bLut ordizary.

The apartmssts coms in three sizes. The swallest is 4 single
vox (655 eguere feet). sigger unlts are made of two or three

poxes linked btogethsr, usually in a two-storey srrangement.

The ..ussians, of course have besn precsstlng apartment LoXes
for years, though without the help inm the kitchen of General
Jotore end sometimes with deplorable finishes. &%ill, the

fuet tihsbt they persist with the syston seews to indicate 1us
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economic viability, since all its purely propagenda value as
a demcnstration of space-age housing must have been dralned
out long age. The standard precast Hussian boxes are about
the same size as Habitat's, but are sbacksd into slabs safely

and gquarely end are held together by gravity.

Safdle's biggest lunovatlon was to tle palrs ol blocks
tocether vertically by post-bensioned cables, three on each
side, fittdd into internal pllasters, the cuéer ones three
feat from the ends of the boses. This systewm allows the boxes
to be stacked almost any way lvaginuble. One can be tied down
at richt spgles to the box below, sunother box can be offset
ebove with neerly half its length cantllevering out over,
perhaps, & children's play plaza. Up to five such cantilevers
way be stepped out perilously oane abeve the other if the
architect calls for it. [his device has made peesible the
well-publicised outdoor-living decka enjoyed by all epsxtuents
an éapos@ﬂ parts of the roofs of lower boxes, bordexed by
automaticglly~waterad flover boxes. 1% also provides the
potl-gravity, science-fiction Flying fousing look, which is

exciting, frivolous and entirely eppropriate for sxpo €7,

To phat extent it 1s & resounding success. Nevertheless sonme

uwkwardness is inherent in the fres-stacking scheme, which will

liuwlt ite ebility to influence the practical mea of the
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apartment building business. For imstauce, the plumbing is
necessarily scuttered napbasard throughout Ghe couplex.

sefdie’s solves the resulting problem of waste vipes by
gathering those of each apurtment together upder & falee floox
and discharging them ipto the heerest vertiecal plunbing stack.
He passss them turough a single subi-siphon trap which
olimipates the need for apy back veuls, which indeed would

nave reduced the utbtractions of life on The roof gardiens.

Ihe systesm works, but the need for timber fled floors everywhere
deflates the concept of precast, golf-susficiant boxes. »180
wne dozens of variatious that were thought to ve REgessary or
desirable in the placing wnd shapiny of window w2d door openings
in the differcot bozes reducses o some extont the sfficiengy

of ths masas-prodacticn.techunique.

“pne srbistic objective of clustera is to maie the whole
grester than the aum of the parts. Hebitat &7 achieves this
firsﬁly by mokiog sure thab there ls @ whole. #11 the
structural elemcats, Ghe vertical elevator towers, sloping
ztmirwa";.dn& norisontal 'strests', as well as the boxes, are
cossistently precust concrete. Tha sar.luace througpout is
wpeonacientiously sandblasted and as austore oo tvhe form le
extfuvaganﬁ, Altoough a fashiousable diagonal lg atressed both

in plan and section, the progresslon and recession of Uhe Loxes
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1a defiance of the overall disclipline lends a quality of
grrefutable empiricsal aptness reminiscent of villages not
far frowm itoshe 3afdie's birthplace of Haifa. Iut the hollows
between some boxes, affording glimpses of other precaricusly
atacked bowes sevsral {loors and maybe hundreds of Leul away,
play a teasing game with gpace that is cenvtirely of this
gentury, while the concise yet open ended, almoaet still-growing
fory of the whole belongs intimately %o the late 1960's.

:
Thus, in terms of soc¢iology, technology and architecture,
Habigat ¢7 ghould go for - as far as it 1is possduele for any
buildisg of ivs s8ize to go - ig fuifilling its primary Lfunction
of demonstrating o Lxpo visitors a third way of life, end a

possible way of bullding it€.

o fourth onjesctive of cluster vlocks le humanist: to meke the
units especially good places for liviug. In Haebitat ©7 the
&Q&ftmegé boxus, which wre literally amd figuratively She
bricks that support the whole idea, arc iound to te, on
entmriug,'aomewhat enti-ciinactic. sfter the spatial thrills
wnd the 5rave grey concrete of the eoxterior, the insides oi
the vowes seer no wore cozmunicative than most other sood,
conventional, compact, cmoothly plaatered apartmsuts. asfter

11, that is the nature of & box. dowever, by Goverumeny

direction, halfl the wodel apartusnis which ure open for display
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durding Lxpo ure decorated and furnished by & womea's home

magesine, so perhaps interior quality of the architscture is

irrelevant,




