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OF FEATURES,

BOOK REVIEWS AN

THE NEW Australian
Embassy to be built at
Brasilia, the world’s most
design-conscious city, will
wtzbe designed by an Aus-
tralian.

In this other Canberra, this
even newer artificial capital in
the highlands of Brazil, design
has played an extraordmanly
high diplomatic role from the
peginning. The city’s dashing
aeroplane-shaped plan by Lucio
Costa and the bold white sculp-

unghHlon ide thg" sité- for ’ trary, -the' appointments gener- ever, any of a dozen' Australian
"Brasilia A t d have d itat Fesd : :
Tk Y,::ame tcmauonfl‘ s"gd;’:{ B“J'?ﬁ.‘"s' ally reflect “the “tasfes of -our *fﬁl’{’.‘l"fe‘ii" andl:ou?;er:a:e THE FACE OF AMERICA: Latest United States embassy—in Dublin
mam .s)'nbnymous‘ " the. Australian * Embassy. s ‘diplomaty who have passed made it more: relative to Aus- "

a

“what ‘ the - rest_ of "the world
ould-hring~€o Brasilia, In ‘the *
‘3the foreign enbassies.
- countries. were.. suitably
. conscious-.qf ‘the subtleties 'of
e situation. ¢Britain, ~ for in-

"\ policy - away from its stiff-

pper-lip.  export -~ qcs\gn
ce‘whritrd in the British- build-
mgs in Canberra, It selected  as:
* architects for its Brasilia-builds
isz Peter and’ Alison Smithson.

~Creative

" The Smithsons have been the
yacrowned King and queen of
L 's architectural- bohemia
«nce the days when long hair
ind sandals meant something
wtellectual. They have been at |
the centre of the cult known as
New Brutalism™. In the ordin-
ary course of events the ap-
pointment of the Smithsons for
official Whitehall work would
wem tn be about as likely as
our Government commissioning
Marfin Sharp for an_officizl

portrait of the Prime Minister

Nevertheless the Smithsors
are recognised in Britain as
bel ¢ original
creators in

tunkers  and
architecture in  that country.
Whitehall must have taken a
rranquillising pill before it ap-

pmmoters_-v

e, took @ spectacular turn’

ap-«designer. He is

. _previously |

LLOST CHANCE
AT BRASILIA

Economy-minded Canberra
spurns- Australian design

By ROBIN BOYD

pointed them for the job, but it
did, and thus demonstrated that
it could appreciate an occasion

own to Branlu

And “whom has thé - Audsrall
_Governmént ~selected {0 - d:slgn
,our contribution? e

"A Mr. Hmnque J. \’(indl] of
Riod¢ " Jameiro.

Mr. Mindil nndoubtedlv will ‘be +
able “to Al thé_requirements
of the Deparlment of Extermal
Affairs. . elfmenlly -and - profes-~
stonally...> 5. o PR

He may also be ‘a- splendld
nite unknown
.internationally. ross-Section,
the newsletter of. -Melbourne
University!s Architecture De-
pagtment, comments that he has
designed ~ ‘'some
‘rather ‘jazzy omce buildings
and ﬂush houses.

But even if we had commis-
sioned Oscar Niemeyer him-
self we would still have been
missing the point and the op-
portunity of making an original
Australian contribution to, this
design mecca of-the wordd.

How could we make such a
mistake? Well, we were econo-
mising, no doubt. Saving travel
expenses of an Australian. But
Brasilia was one place where
such commendable thriftiness
should have been tempered with
discretion. Certainly Brasilia
may not be an important post
to us, in the cold political sense.
But the gquestion of prestige
enters: in Brasilia, as in some
other capitals, design is part
of politics.

Mistakes like this may con-

tinue to happen all too easily
while the present Australian
attitude to the design of our
overseas embassies continues.

Let me not suggest that there
is anything inferior abbut the

of Australian taste. On the con-

through. .And simce - diplomats
cultivated, knowledgeable
never offépsive, ‘the re-
sults are usually notably super-
ior, -apd "happily leak no hint
of ‘the.. average, taste.in plastic
‘flowers back:home. But at the
same time"they also fail as a
rule to ‘give any impression of
eduta(ed or advanced tastes

k home. The interior design,
I‘urni!ure and furnishings are
frequently bought anywhere in
the fashion centres of the world
except Australia. Thn is not a
matter of policy. It is just the
way things happen in the ab-
sence of a policy.

Elegant

We can be remarkably lucky
sometimes. In Moscow, for in-
stance, the Australian Embassy
is one of the most elegant and
disti ished smaller buildi
of the city. Early in 1959, when
the break in diplomatic rela-
tions between us and the Soviet
was being mended, one of the
conditions which was insisted
upon by Lord Casey was thit
the Russians make available
for us first-class accommodation
in Moscow.

They agreed, but no-one could
have anticipated the architec-
tural bonus which they added,
no doubt unwittingly. The build-
ing we occupy is a merchant's
palace built about 1900. It also
happens to be one of the most
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remarkable examples in the
world of the most esoteric of all
architectural styles, the art
nouveau. It is a treasure for
the connoisseur, a vast and dé

lightfully simple confection of

)

white plaster md buried “light |

when . extraordinary measures
tural m"“i ;)‘lgxﬁdln‘g;c?rgf:; in design were called for. Un. Puildings.in Which we are repre-  globes: -
“’""ﬂ"cnla;m ge ' that - shone: doubtedly Britain will thus add sented abroad, or that they Pro- - t-was Sedvcorated: foF viv by
f,.,?.“m';:d the \ gﬂd This was sonfething creative and of her ject an unattractive reflection a leading Mayfair - interior

decorator. He diti it well. How-

Wan,dering

Our non-policy in diplomatic
design puts us at the stage of
the United States at the time it
huilt i¢s Little Williamsburg in
Canberra. It was wandering,
looking for an image, treating
each building problem in each
country differently according to
the whim of someone in the
State Department. But the mis-
takes became so obvious about
12 years ago that John Foster
Dulles finally appointed a per-
manent advisory board of dis-
tinguished workers in design.

United States’ embassies of
brilliant design now grace many
world cities. The atest is in
Dublin. They are notable for
reflecting the current thinking
of American architects and de-
signers while paying respect to
the traditions and character of
their host cities.

One hesitates to recommend
yet another advisory committee
in Australia, but the blow to
Australian design® at Brasilia
suggests that we should follow
this American example. A know-
ledgeable board to guide our
foreign building programme, to
protect and develop our visual
character abroad, seems to be
necessary.

THE FACE OF BRAZIL:

Presidential executive offices in Brasilia




