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DIGNITY

Here in the
Punjab capital is
the High Court
“building, a
masterpiece b;
Le Corbusier, the
_world’s most
creative living
architect—the
man who planned

+x thecity

<

OF

OUTSIDE the fence of a
brickworks, discarded brick-
bats have been piled up to
make a series of hovels.
They are roofed by scrap-
iron held down by more
bricks. Those who built
them crouch on the mud in-
side, for the roof. height
doesn’t allow for standing.
They watch the steaming
rain, silently, for hours.

The plain white columns of a
modern - shopping _arcade are
et binck ‘at nandhelght, fading
at through brown above
below. Between some of them
ancient tinkers and merchants
squat at their work or wares;
they are surrounded by rags
and dirt and unspeakable bed-
ding

This is Chandigarh, proud
rew capital of Punjab, at the
foot of the Himalayas in north-

ern India. It is e years
od. Chandigarh the
same size as Canberra. Thy
o of Brasilia
make up th trio

brand-new capital cities creat-
e on new ground in the 20th
century.
In the High Court building,
1 tourde-force of Le Corbusier,
most creative architect
now alive, parts of the stair-
wiys are 50 unsavory that
even the locals, who must have
developed a degree of immun-
ity to this sort of thing, avoid
congregating in these areas.
Everyone knows of India's
poverty, and it may not be
fair to the fine concept and
spirit_of the Punjab's capital
1o stress the sordid side. Yet
I mention it first because it is
a1 inescapable first impression,
and in order to emphasise that
2 great part of this bold plan
has been built with and for
distressingly  difficult human
material,

It is sald that one grows Im-
mune to this distress when
living in India. After a time
the most humane man turns his
back on it and concentrates on
lesser problems that seem
capable of solution.

Junk villages

The road from New Delhi
to Chandigarh is 162 miles of
twolane bitumen. It skirts old
cities, but it is threaded with

mushroom  villages made of
junk, discarded timber and
straw  mats up

and grown
around (2 petrol statlon or 2
Post.of

Even betw:cn the villages,
along miles of open country.
green and soggy in the mon-
soon, the road ahead is busy
as far as one oo see with many
kinds edestrial
buffaloes, hlcycll!u frequently
with bundles stretching. three
feet either side of them, Dcddlc
powered ricksl )
Itc:mbunlcd children heldxm.
nal

an ancient loaded b
with bears trained
dancing

ks, camels, vultures, snake-
charmers, and someone sitting
cross-legged on c\bry m.muhle
flat-top, post.
shere: smeewhite robes. and
black ‘umb

The d.rlver ol lhn Delhi hotel
1955 Dodge, keeps his

oot pedal on a s steady 45 miles
an hour gnd his hand vibrating
on the horn. Miraculously the

'ﬂ\e vﬂll[!l are heralded by
2 closer concentration of traffic.
Ther, ~the vi taining
eed, weaves Aerve-shattering:

SORDID
SPLENDOR

ROBIN BOYD,
cently returned

who re-
from an

architectural tour of the

world, reports on Chandi-

garh; that other Canberra
half a world away.

ly, spreading over the floor of
the car the contents of a pack-
lunch  of olive-brown ham-
burgers which the hotel pro-
vided

In the midst of cach village
there is a sense of all-pervading
hopelessnes, indescribable dirt,
all-too-describable smells, ~stif-
ling heat, and more flics than
at an Australian picnic.

Packed together in the low
dark ovens or human kennels
live passive people at the lowest
chb of the economic tide, at the
farthest end of bearable phys:
And yet here

paratively lucky
food situation s described a5
“satisfactory”.

These people are officially
known as pavement dwellers,
which is quite a euphemism
considering there are no pave-
ments for miles. In Old Delhi,
one of the rich cities, ||\c slum
administration  guess the
num of pavement \‘)\\(‘“(‘R
to be about 12,000,

Compared with these condi-
tions, any sealed floor above
mud level might seem to be a
major architectural advance.
But when the Punjab Govern-
ment_ planned Chandigarh in

948 it was no less ambitious
mm the planners of Canberra
or Brasilia,

it wanted

fo bulld what
could be described as a great
city in language

other governments. would_have
been so brave as to commission
as town planner.
W ius fs internation-
ally admitted he is also known
to be a great egotist. a con-
troversial creater, a man who
has  world-moving original
ideas in planning and bullding
as casily as most architects
have uleers.

Sensible plan

The Punjab was handsomely
rewarded for its bravery. Le
Corbusier’s eity plan is direct,
sensible, and is working well.
It is based on a gridiron of
roads, but a bent one, and with
additional threads of pedestrian
and bicycle paths and long
strips of parkland superim-
posed on the grid.

12 garh also has rti-
fietal Take which was Ailed this
vear. It is muddy yellow now
and is at one side of the town,

This
climax of the city, three large

buildings xlmnncd by Le Cor:
busier aga backdrop of
the Him: the Secretariat,

Parliament and the High Court.
These major structures are

done in the master's high
bravura sty of massive rugged
concre! blotchy greyness

Selleved. if that Js the word,
by random painting in just five
unvarying harsh colors: red,
yellow, biue, green and black.

The _effect is monumental,

overwhelming, vet not inhum-
an. It is in fact humorous. Le
Corbusier enjoyed doing it. It
is a rare example of an archi-
tect doing his best work far
away from home.

To say all this does not
mean one must like the build-
ings unconditionally. In some
important parts, such as the
huge lower-house chamber, the
deliberately basic, intentionally
crude Corbusian color-scheme
drenches the 'space and incon-
sequential little extra shapes
which the master always feels
are his prerogative all but de-
stroy the magnificent form.

found the result In this
chamber quite hideous. But
then the colors were not seleet-
ed for me, and with those for
whom it was Tl 1s clearly

o huge success. These build-
ings are likely to be counted
in the year 1999 among the few
great monuments of the cen-
tury.

Inevitably enough, Chandi-
garh is often compared. with
Canberra in toyn-planning dis-
cussions. But dfter the paral-
Tel_conditions” of ‘the artificial
birth there is virtually no com-

which to make
meaningful comparisons. Can-
berra has nothing like Chandi-

’é

POVERTY

Here beside the
modern buildings
men and women,
. lucky enough to

work, toil for a

pittance with
primitive tools.
Even humane
men grow
immune to

India’s poverty

THREE WEEKS BEFORE THE BISHOPS GATHER AGAIN POPE JOHN’S WORDS ARE RECALLED

Be peaceful men,
don’t waste time

“BE PEACEFUL MEN,
builders of peace, all of you.
Don’t waste time on the
foolish games of bitter and
un]ust polemics, airing in-

J)re;udlces, putting
men and events into rigid
categories. Put yourselves
at the disposal of the grand
designs of Providence. This
and nothing else is what the
Church and her council ask
of you.”

gJohn XTI sald this 3 few

s before the Council began
TS al 'y Say nowa-
da e -dverﬂllnz expe
the 'manageri
political prvplxundhu. St it

hrlrml people become condition-

Well, one would like to see
these words used in that way.
They might be read out at every
council _session after _the
prayer. They might be used as
a head-plece for every Catholic
paper (and the others too per-
haps) while the council lasts.
All of us, some e
others, might profit by »mxnu
them framed and put on our

desks
From the vantage polnt of the
moment we might well think
ey had a phophetic Hng, At

the time they were uttered there
were plenty of people who were
saying e council what opti-
mists had said when the first
world war broke out—it will be
all over by Christ

has to the spuulng cny around
Lake Burley Griffi

Canberra’s lplclau plan, its
splendid vistas, luxuriant
gardens, lawns, ponds, bridges
and sweeping drives, its ele-
Rant houses, all represent a
standard of juxury that is best
not compared with Chandigarh
because comparison makes it

'm embarrassingly rich, al-
most indecently sumptuous.

Wavering image

After zhe strength and bril-

liance governmental
group lhv.' remainder of Chan-
digarh is _inevitably anti-
climactic. ~ Theer are many

worthy smaller bulldings and
cven the less important usually
wear  superficial  Corbusian
devices, giving a gert unif

to the ricl oncrete
Shread of twostorey bulldings.

As usual, the Image wavers In
the commercial buildings
Cracked badly by some of the
uninhibited _private
houses.  But no modelcity
dream has ever been so_com-
pletely shattered as has Chi
digari's by the poverty tha
has been allowed to creep Into
the streets.

While I would mot be
rash as to attempt any com-
ment on the mountainous task
of administering any _coura-

geous democratic enterprise in
mlq {orblddlns. harrowing
e have

n
{hought that 'a brand-new capi-
tal city, was one place to begin
regulating hygiene.

Prejudice aired

The bishops would have noth-
ing to say for themselves, the
Roman experts would dish up
some 55 pre-digested
propositions, all would sign on

dotted line and that would
be that.

This prophecy was
50 Tapidis DAL Siacy hack T
gotten that it was ever voiced.
we have had plenty of
and

characteristics have been exag-
gerated, especlally as far as the
council session, after the
concern

Plenty of {ngrained pre]udlce
has been aired, and

away. Men and ev stil
being wt into rigid categories,
but not perhaps on quite the
princely scale they were in
aulumn 1962.
ny have really ‘‘put
mtmstlvu at the disposal of
grand designs 0! Provi-

rhaps more a matter
for private examination of con-
science than for cheerful gene-
ralisations by journalists, but
one cannot help suspecting that
we have not yet all gone the
whole way.
Still, estimated in the above
s—and we could hardly ask
better authority for using the
yardstick—the council has ac-
complished quite a b

We can thus at least dispose
of those dormice (you still find
them around) who ask between
yawns: “What has the council

The Second Vatican Council will meet again in Rome
on September 14. Its progress so far and its prospects
of further achievement are discussed in the first of
a series of articles by Father William Purdy, lecturer
in philosophy at the Beda College, Rome, and Rome
correspondent of the Engligh weekly The Tablet.

p
POPE JOH.

done? We've got St Joseph in
the Canon and the Holy Ghost
in the Divine Praises. We are
given Holy Communion rather
more laconically and any day
oW we may get, Erudslngly. a
bit more English

n the Mass,
which plenty wmld uther do
without * anywa
that the adverb wgrudgingiy” Is

hlpvlly lnlppllcnhle in Austra-

There is not really much
future in arguing with these
pragmatical bodies. But leaving
them aside, there is still plenty
of discomfort abroad.

Y the ‘‘conserva-
,tives,”” who have been getting
ulle vocal again lately in Eng-

ey see the world col-
IIP!‘IIS nbvul their ears, and

THE PANAMA CANAL
is celebrating its 50th birth-
day amid official sugges-
tions that it has seen its
best days.

Many United States Con-
gressional, military and shipping
spokesmen have already brand-
ed the 50-mile waterway obsolete
on a number of grounds.

For one, its locks are too
small to handle hundreds of big
ships, including, notably, US.
warships.

Mm‘em'er,n Us. defence
spokesmen “'complain that it
could be knocked out of cnbmml

y

concede it faces chaotic over-
crowdln]: thin a decade or so

at will mean costly
dclly.l to shipowners.

New canal

Proposals for a bigger, less
vulnerable sealevel canal
replace the one through
narrow (sthmus of Panams, are
ning s
»runmgm.
|SenateForeign Relations Com:
‘believes such a canal
lmun ‘be built—possibly by a

partnership of governments,
focluding Russla, a big user of
anama

Built, owned and operated by
the United States, the canal
began_operations on August 15,
1914. Since then, it has provided

a handy short cut between the
Atlantic_and_ Pacific Oceans to
some 350,000 ships from the
fleets of all nations.

The present average toll runs
to £2500 per vessel, but a ship
can save up to 8,000 miles and
20 days of travel by, using the
canal

The canal is Panama's eco-
nomic mainstay. It employs
14,000 U.S. workers and some
5000 Panamanians. In addition,
the United States has ceded
about £25 million in property
rights to Panama and increased
the annual payments to Panama
since 1003 from £130,000 to

U.S. control of the canal is
ba on a hotly disputed
treaty of 1903 which provided

possess an

the mvenun of the territory
the entire exclusion by

the Rejublic of Panama of

Panama old hat

From GWEN GIBSON in New York

such «o\crclgn rights, power or
author;

|
scale too.

Many rights and. privileges

granted to the U.S. under this|
stiffly worded document, which |

has so rankled the Panamanians
in recent years, have been re-
linquished.

Other sites

Of greater concern to Panama
now is the growing awarene:
that the canal which divides the
tiny country Is fast becoming
inadequate. Some 20 other sites,
including - Mexico's isthmus of
Tehuantepec, have been sug-
ested as routes for a modern
sea-level canal.

new canal is bullt,
Panama’s economy could be
seriously  disrupted—at least
temporal

arily.

But experts point out that u
would take up to 15 yea
negotiate international lrlll.iel
for a new canal, build construe-
tion camps and roads, and com-
plete the job.

Governor Robert Fleming, of
the U.S.-controlled canal zone,
sounded a warning recently. He
said: “It's time now for every-
one involved, Americans and
Panamanians, to start getting
objective and to hezln to recog-

nise the facts of Lif¢

“No gemus is the conservative line

wonlar - whettier ' tha | Sonallias
reformers are not p
undermining pre

A “sturdy bishop, a_true
representative of the Church
Militant” was recently quoted,
anonymously but with approvai

=
3
®

never tires of telling us) as say-
ing- that we are all in danger
of waking up and finding our-
selves near Protestants.

““The Church these days often
given the impression of being
rather undignifiedly cager to be

with i ms up another com-
plaint. Clearly there is a ten-
dency abroad again to conclude
that Pope John's aggiornamento
has either no meaning at all or
else a wholly sinister one.

Extravaganee

Needless to say there is
plenty of extravagance at the
“‘progressive” end of the
You don't have to
wait for the die-hards to point
it out.

Cardinal Alfrink, not usually
thought of as a fuddy-duddy,
told his audience a few useful
things while on a trip to
America: they should not pre-
sume that all

0 be done s nor ifagine
that  interdefiominational ~loye-
feasts (yes real ‘ones, with

bread and wine) are any sub-
stitute for real sacraments and
real unity of belief. There is,
said this very advanced and
very enlightened Cardinal, still
such a thing as indifferentism.

In fact, if I were asked to
name my strongest impression
of the present atmosphere, it
is that the bulk of the modera-
tion and sweet reason is on the
progressive side.

Cardinals like Bel, Alfrink,
Konig and Dopfner, even ex-
perts like Haring, Sl John and
Davis are much more ready to
Gualify and clarify, to see dan-
gers of exaggeration in their

Im!
“'sturdy members of the Church
militant.”

One might dwell
moment on this famou:

for a

assumptiol

have .cited seems ln that ﬂ

is  synonymous  wil “‘the
Church Controversial that it
has only achieved its full forco
since the Reformation gave us

somebody to bandy words with.

Were you, dear reader,
brought up to think it meant
that? I wasn't. The phrase was
always used in conjunction with
two others, the Church Suffer-
ing the Church Trium-
phant

an

It was used," in other words,
in a context of salvation. The
fight was a fight for ulvl on
against the devil, the wor
the flesh. l

The. Wi
guaranteed by Christ - in . His
Church—in that sense ll least it
didn’t need fighting for.

The figl lualneededuwr
own )mld on faith became in-
secure, and that

an_ill-informed ;m-u boy, that
it was likely to come lrnm try-

ing to see other peoples’ point
of view, though it mixhl of
course be necess: to make

our own point of view perfectly,
sometimes even painfully, clear.

We are often told today that
we live in a pluralist society;
we have even been told that
one of the major h:ues ul (he
present Counci

people, wh

u like it or not, hold r:dlcllly
dlﬂerem opinions about life and
organise them-
radically different
ways, and there is no machin-
ery for bullying them into uni-
formity.

Learning

The Church (which in essen-
tials of course cannot be inter-
nally a pluralist society, though
she Is remarkably so in many
non-essentials) was in fact born
into a society which was trying,
not very successfully, to learn
the same lesson.

When Imperial Rome finally
learnt it, the Church was tole-
rated, flouris! ough

less perhlps than when she was, n

pen

uralism flourished in th
‘\nﬂddle Ages, but it was not
generally extended to religion.
(There were exceptions, like
great Sicilian kingdom.)

After the Reformation the per-
niclous principle of cujus regio
eius religio (a man's political
allegiance decides his religion)
prevailed, almost taken over by
the Catholics from the Protes-
tants. The most useful by-
product of modern _liberalism
(which has done a Tot of harm
but also a fair amount of good)
was the slow abandonment of
that principle.

The Second Vatican Council
may well assist at its funeral.
The burial will not bring th
millenium or religious utopia
but it will be a valuable clear-
ing of ground.

John XXIII was a great be-
liever in the idea that peace is
something you have to con-
struct, But he wasn't thinking
of disarmament conferences,
which haven't much of a record
in that direction anyway.

You begin the construction in
your own mind and heart, as
the rest of the quotation with
which I began implies.

In the Middle Ages, when they
set much store by signs and
symbols, if you turned up to a
conference or discussion armed,
this was taken as an indication
that you were not serious; y
had not come to parley but to
bully, €0 the meeting was poin-
less from the s

One of the pmum contem-
porary ironles is that some of
the toughest in-fighting goes on
—mostly in the Cathe Press—
between those with divergent
views on the nu!:lnr bomb.

1 am not of course suggest-
ing ‘that this u not a matter

which calls [ur dllmuion. and
urgently, but«too many come to
I.hu anti-arms parley armed to

nor is the intellectual

brigade soft-pedal Pacem in Ter-
ris and the Better Red than
Dead plck out the bits that
suit
Wh!ch hrlnn us to one
grouse or aspiration, When wﬂl
5

Shedience.tothe-Pope
doesn't happep to suit them as
well as when it does?

“No genius”

“He was a nice old gentle-
man but no genius, and didn't
always realise what he was up
Lo thls Is the accepted * “coo-
servative” line t
XXITI—Mr Waugh s the latest
to toe it.

At the other extreme,

somehow persuaded themselves
when Paul VI was elected that
they were about to become the
orthodox centre, now grumble
awny lbu.h Hamleti:
are camm(xmnx for

tolennee and deliberation, vou
must first learn to be tolerant
and deliberate—tolerant even of
curial officlals, polemical
knights, Deppery novelists and
sturdy buh of the Church
Mll.ltnnl Have 1 succeeded?

So much for the llmasvhen
in whlch we enter the third
sion of the C

This is no place for pre
phecies. Thirteen schemata fuu
remain on the agenda. Some of
these have either wholly or in
part been discussed already

course necessarily mean that
3l discussion of them 1s at an

r Chris-
tian_Unity, will vrab.bl) some
up first, and the new form
be eagerly awaited both lnilds
and outside the assembly.

e two
chapters of this which have
attracted most world-wide atten-
tion remain to discussed:
U;:l! on Religious Liberty and

at

on Jews and No
Christians, "

Here  are st sharply
focussed the questions which

The Presence of the
Church in the Modern ! i
Cardinal Konig has expr(‘su-
the opinion Ihal lhls will not be
sufficiently matured to come up
at lhc forlhcnming scsslnn This
s many ways pity, but
bcucr that Il shuuld be delayed
than that it should be presented

in an unsatisfactory fo
There is far less disposition
than there was to assume that
things are being shelved merely
because they do not come up
when expecte

Vital

Of all items in preliminary
reports of the
which
fancles, is the
laconic (11) Training of Priests
—a_proposition to be voted on.
Commission which drexw.
up the original schema on this
topic was the one on which
non-Roman non-conserva-
tive opinion were most weakly
represented, and the original
document, it is fairly generally
said, reflected the constitution
of the Commission.
Advantage was taken of the
drive to shorten the agenda
0 away with this and substitute

a_“proposition”,, supposedly
50 brief and nediral a cmraeu-r
that it would arouse no disct

i

But how many bishops are
going to feel so indifferent -on
this vital question that they will
forego their right to discuss it

p this sul hk‘cl” Is it so ea\y

assume that all is well in

lhlx ﬂeld that the spirit of in-
on  at—

work ehcwhere has no place

here? %

~~



