Graduation address — 12 April 1986
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Mr Chancellor, Vice—-Chancellor, graduands, friends and colleagues

Towards the end of last month I spent five days in Boston, a city that has

some points of similarity with Melbourne, and is one of our four sisger
cities, along with Osaka in Japan, Tianjin in China aﬂa Thessaloniki in
Greece. It has changed a good deal since I was there last,kébout 15 years
ago, in some ways for the better, in some ways for thé worse, and fhe changes
led me to reflect on some of the changes in Melbourne over:the‘years. I was

shown around Boston by some of the people who had helpedkto make the‘chaages

g

for the better (or mostly for the better), from the Graduate School of Design

1 T ae

at Harvard, which has a charter similar to that of our own Facﬁlty of

Bt

Architecture & Planning at The University of Mélbohrhe,ﬁglthough_ohly’at the
graduate level. X A i
i I

Universities have a complex role in their communities: their dedication to

scholarship and the advancement of knowledge and understanding properly

ignores regional and national boundaries, but tha£4does not mean that.they~
have no domestic responsibilities - it means rather that they should serve
their local community by bringing to it the advancés and viSionf-qf
international scholarship. Easy to say; harder to do. How have HarVard.ahd
MIT discharged their planning and design reéggnsibilities"to Bosééﬁ ~and
Massachusetts? How have The University of Melboﬁrﬁet and its sister

institutions discharged their planning and design responsibilities to

Melbourne and Victoria?
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oth have done rather badly, by ideal standards, but very well by comparative

SR

jxna oJ yvomnyFLr ”’rf i3, RE .
ones, looking at other comparable cities. That, at least, is my conclusion.
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oto' Lidt meat anJl ri‘H“M“
I(can really only piclg a little around the edges of this large question,
St -uo'bf b do- 3'“ n""'
wi'lich 115 one of those gqestions which are more important to ask than to
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"[answer.. I shall begin by p?ting some of the points of comparison between
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Melbourne and Boston. 7

y ? ’r;_o(pgjl%lymthe‘.aerﬁp}e‘l,}sgze. They are both state capitals, but they also
have a rggiona_} 'fun’c_ti'o!n\.': ‘Boston is the major port to New England; Logan is
New England's I‘nternational Airport. Boston is the major service centre for

4 aiing

New, England for retai,lin,g, for medical research and treatment, for banking

X
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and corgorate affairs LT in_lwh:_lch it also has a significant national role.
L \4-}r A';\cjy"(»f‘hvﬂnn 1"!’

Melbourne 1s “the ma_j gort for Victoria, the Riverina, South Australia and

5’:"|,r dq ata % \WSLUG e -\)J.‘

Jl‘asman:l Tullamarine is st'i;J,l the major, and until a very few years ago was
- —\ 15 RIS (O B :'LH \n( ‘\‘! "K F

the only, Internlationa.l Airport in the south-east. The Melbourne hospitals
fis \""l‘i 3"1)-“54'"”')"' l“fi’)j(i &,‘)1 ’

service Tasmania 1n Jnany. respects (for instance the Peter McCallum for cancer
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ti‘égtment) Me],bour_,nq h,_gs,likong held a national function in banking, insurance
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and corporate affaiﬁg, ajlthough its dominance appears to be declining.
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ﬁoth ci.ties are substentially industrial cities. Boston has had a much longer

lgistory, but its older buildings are nearly all from the last century, and

,.-.r~

: tbey_are better preserved than in most other American cities. The earliest
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- bui_ldings ;yereﬂqf, ngoodrh %~near1y all of them went up in flames at one time

21 ;('i_-"‘l 5 iqarils

or ., anothel;,, and,, althoug‘p there is a handful of lovely buildings in brick from

© g@iFdmieoaesd gRH04 .
g the, eighteenth pent;ury,m their number is small. So it is a Victorian city
i %R geoserqr Aalipde & B2

_matrix with stee}i and“glasg fowers sprouting from its centre, and an outer
.zqoda wnirdtoln hos 2i1nsI8329



ring of between-wars and post-World War 2 suburbia = like Melbourne, alth%ggh
vibed ol 1ob ovtr 3

much more compact. Both cities have suffered from the post-war move to what
saman  gordio *s Qaido0l (&9110,

has been called the post-industrial society, although that is a mislead%pg
s doiq vlimo vlisex awo . j

name for a process which has tended to shift the old labour intensive
inanp eeolly o ermo 2

industries from the west to the industrialising Third World , and to locate‘the
w yd rigad 't ade Vil

Sunrise High-Tech industries where the sun shifes (in' California, Atlanta and
so on in the USA; and in Sydney rather than Melbourne in’ Australia).

Nevertheless, Boston seems to have arrested this decline in the last few

A b

years, and is booming again as a major serviéé'centief‘ahd fhaps Melbourne
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is staging a similar recovery, although the signs heré are ‘more ambiguous.
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The political roles of the two cities are similarly complex. Boston had a
1 ot - existis sidsrnc NI
national political significance for many years, first as the cradle of  the
-1 #10q T0fem o 2} enyuodl:
‘independence movement, and with Philadelphia, as the source of the Unlon. 'Lt
cdr3e 2l sni suplluT  .sifnsm2
lost this role after the Civil War and the emergence of Washington as national
Ay, A Leno j[‘,(‘r"‘f*_lri Vil"'() <
capital. Melbourne of course was the seat” ‘of Federal' Government until

“
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Canberra was established, and there has been a long (and continuing) transfer
and api anYo ur ‘Leii

of national administrative functions from MelbOurne north to the transformed

nofd2is L a1isils 938M0TTC biie

sheep station, and although not much talked' about this has been a maJor
haemorrhage of resources, skills and power from our city. Yet in both Boston

and Melbourne there is a continuing national role: think of the Kennedy

j”origin of - Australian. Prinﬁ
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reminder of the political

family in the one case, and of the state of

)5

Ministers in the other. The Kennedys are aldo 4"
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‘influence of the Irish in both cities. fah”“ t()(‘primari' ethnic mix is
. B fu()' lJE farrss I’f“””‘ o

about the same: Anglo-Saxons, Irish and Italiaﬁs. " Boston has a close

tods  vridfiso dimooidgie il
v:equivalent of Carlton and Lygon Street, undergoing a similar process of

03 eanly hnr” ou3m d3lw xiv. B
vs5gentrification and conversion to up-market restaurants and clothing shops.



The Vietnamese are the latest wave in both cities - but Melbourne lacks

Bost ro and Hispa

] . .
" ;Pyt}ms:fpjegqgnsra FoDps ic ,S;A?gpitpunities, and that is a significant difference.
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Both citlieglohajngm%vgayg%jbeg"‘;gzon;\mi.tted to education: the cheek or vision of

hor wnlnasIq

: r}‘ig.lboprgg %?",_ﬁﬁgl(?‘goiglgsr}fs-jd‘fi&s‘t University in the paddocks on the outer edge

. _jo;_f r_,:t-,hse_;_"r,togarr%lghi,’nw Ps1c;1Pr?;5> L;.s breathtaking, but Boston showed a similar

; })r.?spm}]),tion:,in f,qunnc}’%ng,,ﬂarvard 200 years earlier in 1636. FEducation and
T0 (ST = 8 D, WA LLOG s i M o

St esg;ﬁp%h l?a %jg%gﬂﬂ%sma_lﬂr %pdusrrles in both cities, and with this, a certain

staid‘sobaietx, %t _least as a popular image, although I would prefer to call
3 ALK ) 2 It (s
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the two cities graéious and orderly. Both cities also define themselves in

2 P,ai}‘tj’blx ggxgtgja__sgd‘yitt&ﬁjgig‘ger, noisier neighbour whom they affect to look

. ‘dqﬂm eu] a)g;”ogﬁgagggjj.lwxlg%qjgpiquitous Babylon. Thus I read in a recent

.5_Ul'iggﬁlg;goies(_sﬁy:!noyiggj)_gggr%mgees itself as 'progenitor of ideas and talent

. ¥hich aﬁ)q(dﬂxpﬂgtbe_d ph@ the,larger city on the eastern seaboard. According to

Nhath

t j.jsjpr‘gl%\tt}lgg},}le "}%t.:lOPQ_texggPW;g“_ﬁsages, warming hands before their gas fires in

1:éifl.n,%y {&r}%er—.qity Jpgﬁﬁgg‘,,j%'oq&ce the ideas and scripts which the Tinsel Town

REEE !r’.
' ;
q-?‘e;‘},??jig,t,ﬁg—}‘}ér‘é—%aga(}‘dn?ﬁlﬂga &Bennett 1984 p7). This .view is not universal.

.i’)yé.'?nnjnav}{; n?“ﬁ%%%’?ﬁﬂg Was b%t‘;;tacked as a deserter for travelling north, he

5 ruck back: ’ :
“--',\Sgnoc B cn{n’! anidosi misla ol

x ;m';-,Me;;l,l??»‘;JfRe-{%s & “‘H,‘?h more belligerent city. Its dinner parties are
.more. violent.. . The. trouble with Melbourne is that it's made up of

... SEOLS, 8tockbrokers -and; Irish publicans.'  (The Bulletin, Nov 11

VD gt s ',,1.'9.89) tiw hodacw  od oy il

It,éﬁyiélf%g%,f}ﬁ'éSu%’ﬂ’;%dFBH rf,gYa,lI Trollope's very different comparison of the

n.;mt‘wo‘{;il,;,;@s @: century geanlier,.= he saw Sydney as a languid dowagef of a city,

,while  Melbourne  was,.elegtric with energy, a new Chicago, an image that is

vf_r}gi?.g,};e;}ogélgf,jexp;lq;sleji,{v,bg()&,raﬁme Davison in The rise and fall of marvellous

Melbourne (Melbourne University Press, 1978).
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Thus the image that the citizens hold of theéit i‘ 9%&& [2: ém({;je through ‘time.

It is important for planners and designers to explore and comprehend these

images because they play a part in establishihi q“the ‘édrf’t ﬁn;fofigﬂljaiﬁhi'%;i)tand

design at a given time. Ways in which imag';ié%z7bf”jt¥\e8r&)n{i)'3ﬁlenrt'é of a city =

not just of the metropolis as a whole - can be etx(i'),PlE)red wa's"'dén{onstr‘é'ted 'i'h a
seminal book The Image of the City by Kevin''Lynch ' from the id(oiht('dén'f:%f{-i?(‘;for
Urban Studies, a cooperative venture of “the ﬂ&ssachusetts fné’titnte of

Technology and Harvard University. He used Boston a-s*"his"ma_jor"‘exa‘mple.

Jre enolasiy A9Ilin wios

I1f Kevin Lynch has changed the ways we look~ SRR ifie@,r‘évho 15“%9.; A{i’st’fgfian

equivalent? I suppose the most 1nflu‘eﬁtf§ﬁl’Writé9ﬂsfa'b“oxftl:"" f:'fie ".""l'iiiiilt

environment in the last 30 years have been®Hugh ISRt on, & Wit focuESeﬁ our

[

attention on the distribution of goods and $8t%icad? '_Qﬁd'bﬁaﬁi)ﬁ'xﬁof’cff who ‘1 rﬁéde

people aware of the stylistic excesses - fé,a’ﬁﬁ’ifi%iﬁ”j-g"qgf‘:'é}‘o niﬁu‘j’chq’,’lfﬁ\r{’st'f%iian
vk f

building. We can claim Hugh Stretton as one”BE°%%r {é"t?&&’é’ﬁfté, ’lthbixgh He left

By

Melbourne to take up a Rhodes scholarshipg‘ﬁa)t fB"&."l[l‘cip‘olf”réf?)%’emﬁ"ri'aflﬁgt?:‘iﬁ (he

(10 "r

2 N r
took three subjects in Arts Honours in 1942 ‘afid o § 'j éé

ity

in "Caw 10" 3”9”&6.
How times have changed!). I was expecting to claim Robin Bo:y}b"”;gs >"'8?1é90f
ours' until I got out his student record ‘and foundm to I;IYL) %’rcr"orw that he
enrolled for only two subjects with us, in the Atelier or StUdTo’ course. One,
Building Equipment and Services, he passed; bt l{éipfai'i(é&?_ﬁf"éﬂfﬁ‘é"ctfﬁ'?ﬁaDesign
One. He learnt his architecture from the firm he worked witﬁ?zﬁi}(ingsley
Henderson, and some evening classes at the Royail’ Méib”":tr?e’"égl‘fe‘g 0 ARMIT) .7
was a part-time lecturer here though (from ' IG48-4956%°° i ?ﬁ)‘éyi'gno'”‘ﬁnd

~' Architectural History, followed by a year a® iP%@’fé’ésd’r‘WQf’”'A‘f%ﬁi?’écﬁfr:é“at

2y Massachusetts Institute of Technology. I don?ftﬁﬁhqﬁdwﬁ@fé’-rﬁéffﬂeé{'ﬁ'ﬂ(’{#%’iﬂ’fe;'

¢
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» tha,% w.a.s his great ﬁkill, !%nd he hecame a formidable architectural critic, one

VTG

S ih)o vwas,g ahle to %oqlﬂggjircgge;,.pgﬁ,ﬁh the community at large, and not just a

(,-E,V.F%Fel’i.gﬁfi fellow ltm;@h,}.ter:}ﬁ;s. .That is rare.

a1k 370V 3

he

;»""vmbrx ¥ s';'sr”")vs'm "bar“p'g vd "‘(‘i:..[l‘

s 'Rwonder if he would filnd !Tlie Australian Ugliness any less today than he found

. it in 1960% It sgemf 'r,t:-°‘,':¥“e. ,that 'featurism' is still with us. Certainly the

-‘,JBoston _streets, especially .the suburbs, seem 1less cluttered and more

“harmonious th,aln (gurgm‘ The -power lines are underground, for one thing, as they
are in- nearly every other ;country, and the street trees grow tall and shapely
(tt,tére is, by the way, a qrumb of good news here: last year 60% of new low
voltage lig Ain' M?,}bour;nearwere put underground, where they belong). In
.7,;Suburban BQg}O& the 5}}7‘9;,‘?@;‘9;&}" Cape Cod wooden houses, painted white, with
nsg?:'%]jlvfai?i:!a‘}%, ixg:i;:}lﬁ,,oﬁrej,gcgnbmical of space, allowing higher density than our
‘.3ﬂvést‘er:_§%re',;tﬂ;ﬁ],'bck:‘yggglgéﬁ;t;!‘dqrgwding: indeed, surrounded by grass and trees,

g%th no, ‘”nces,‘ thqynbg’ve« ,spacious quality that our often fussy gardens and

51

over-defined 1;;01,;ndeu§1.g¢sYl o5 ;iil)to achieve.
.3 But I_."':"I:',Iimz '1:195;i)aﬁgﬁtg‘l.lﬁo:-'élfﬁzd;icule Australian suburbia. Most Australians want
3t:);).q;;:l.r ov:m‘housg"pn i:;}y!(;&_!.:‘_xomehﬁblock, and that, I think, is what most people all
’:°’-"~‘?;._rrs E?ef{v@rld wanp, given - t_:he chance. I am not ashamed of our post-war
_, suburbs - I think they are incomparably better than most of the post-war
wli l}losus:i‘pg, pn_t_he!’pgrimecer : .of, European cities - Paris or Rome or Budapest, for
m‘hfx'(agnpjﬁl‘,,;@‘]‘._lx domifﬁétqc(l;"rby Au'np;leasant apartment blocks, many of them far worse
.%1.{@'rhraq}}_qﬁhgﬂgu:sipg?‘,Cgmrg:{l!g'sibn.:fd%ats that we no longer build here. Qur failures

n A%

agare, relative, onlys, . o
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What then is wrong? The distribution of" goodsfgr‘fd \?cheJ §°1¢ {nequ
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in need of serious attention - although"EHéTe*fgﬂﬁggﬁgﬁg rqur inazny other
; g 5 Ao Ys i * Hl[al ~ b

Australian city that matches the urban blight éf!ﬁgréﬁpdﬂeficén cftigs. f was

taken to see a Boston neighbourhood called Dudley, by some graduate students

who were studying its problems and tryingkfor gol&%&%%é"“ft was “a stuﬁekying

experience. It was just one of those graciéué,'tree girt suburégﬁ’areas that
I described earlier, on attractively rolling ﬁetrﬁin. ‘Fifteen years ago the
first black family moved in, and the whites ‘ovéd out*&éffa§t“as;po§siﬂle,
afraid that property.values would fall; theif“actibns:éuﬁfgnteéd*fhat‘ﬁhéy‘did
fall. Soon houses became virtually unsaléégié, and -thev ow;;ré. 'vagi;hed'
rather than be sued for back payment of ragesﬁégdﬁgiiésf‘:ThégéihﬁﬁSééﬁWere
then taken over by the city in 1lieu of\ratgéf Bﬁf.%%é~ﬁgﬁ§?¥{§5ﬁﬁmf€€ame
vandalised. The city was liable for injuryﬁ5&?fﬁéif“$%bﬁ§%§§jxgastﬂéflﬁéggn
to pull down empty houses. Then the dumﬁihgﬁﬁﬁééaﬁ}ﬁ”déid'”EErs:”JEfﬁéks,
mattresses, iron beds, a huge garbage dump’ aCCumuiéfed dﬂ ety émpty B¢k -
all this in a suburb at least as attractive'dé%Céﬁﬁe§5;39 Mai@grfwzf k.

Both cities are remarkable for their publtc.béfbs(Ehd“§¥¥deﬁ5ﬁ "The Boston
Park System - often known as the Emerald Necklace,-%nﬁffﬁhéﬁQGQﬁong}§E3dénts
of design - was designed by Olmsted and Elioty both from Harvard. <It ﬁaé”two
qualities that few cities have achieved. The firsﬁiisvfﬁéé it’is“%’jiﬁkéd
system, most of it following waterways, so thét1bﬁéﬁééﬁfﬁéiﬁst jogﬁ%?ﬁéféle
for miles. The second is that it is naturalfﬁﬁd‘sfmﬁiéf Ereés’ﬁﬂd*étaéé;”and
therefore within the maintenance capabilitiég f&fiﬁtﬂgﬁéity.- Our fnner
parklands are some of the most beautiful and generogsﬁifﬁ7 Ehe’fw%fidii“but
because most of their development took place in late Victorigq‘days,vwhen;

moreover, we were the richest city in the world, they are exotic and opulett,:
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1a¢ki ng the natura lw.Hqualinqies of t:he Boston system, which is more enduring.

e & -‘:\lstQ‘

lso h)a‘ ad scimgm gt;q(ficent additions to our parklands in the last ten

5 [ th 10

.- yearse -j%rm:gg,j Jany | Qf (t;hgtp’ du‘? directly to the personal interest of Dick Hamer,

0

t%§33g§.$mi%r of th%ﬁi@}h Few people know all these parks, and are thus unaware

U "2T9

ﬂ'

nt© f jusl:3 ‘how p}\xphi a(FwPFe‘UdQne 1_ Brimbank on the Marybyrnong, Jells Park on

,,(:Dandenong._ (\C‘reellc_,._ t;tg)ej,Upper Yarra Parks, Blackburn Lake, Darebin Creek,

Churchill Park, Point Cook, Werribee -- and more recently, the Merri Creek

parkway, which is close to Olmsted's design philosophy. Members of our

Faculty, or of the Centre for Environmental Studies, now a part of our
D & oD Ra . VIBE, T It e

Faculty, were involved with the establishment or design of most of these

ra

“parks. So of c0ur3e have bg_en other members of The University of Melbourne.

100
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.Since there vqr‘ mg botanists among tonight's graduands, it is fitting to

Tk :
e

-3 no;eD tha; Si&j:l,ip o brm,tdg ;pe on many a public or State committee set up to
o7 2nh Pcezutrhrer ?hy@ijca&., e;gy,!.goqmept of this city there has been an eloquent

M})oti:an;lgg,qmnow Iu\‘i,kq Dgy}d; Williamson before him - travelling north. I pay

<x1d ri.gutgvte Q;lxrsqql[league”(;a‘rrick Chambers, whom we shall all miss.

Other go‘od’: thi.t_\gsu are happ;ening in both cities, a resurgence of civic
“(desigp. e nprag, Bostoa,‘u has done a great job in creating pedestrian precincts,
,_‘4,;:m9:e.,.ls:,uccessﬁﬁ%_ than. ours, and both cities are recycling and refurbishing
..,:“._t:_he;lr.tgld,bui‘]_.di_ngs..,-.‘,-,,‘Thg_. old Meat Market in both places has been given new
8,nlife; in much the tfgme AT 514, Ours (with a committee of management chaired by
‘gone of Y, cqlleagups)( dis,, a great success. The re-design of the Victoria
g.jy.?;_;%(eﬁ,‘ 1%?%" H:»Lmﬁ?@g? l,with a new urbanity. Have you tried the new

t:gxp;ap} vgtiooj}g.;rrg-.;;hej,;{arra at Flinders Street Station yet, or taken a
str'gg.l ﬁ:‘hrqu’gh Bamz)a'%a _,All'qy" These are exciting times. Perhaps the most

LA (X

p;;opd,sig»gg‘p,f al],) 18, the wew.proposal for the Jolimont Yards, on a much firmer



footing than any of the previous proposals:®ighd “tRersf8ré” nsrd 11415 to

\ ) ol el
succeed. There goes with it a complementary pE”‘B’Eal’”'for Priné’ésf I‘fajza 3s a

'},\. X o [, L S Y -~ i v v,,._ A‘E : J
new gateway to the city. I have had the pleasu’f@‘ cf)“Pchlo':1 e :L'r{‘vol‘\%emenct 'n this

GG 0 1{_-' ‘. [T ) {
project from its inception in the Gardens’ Yad En{i!fr‘ i eng G ommittee of
Victoria's 150th. Much of the urban design sldllm)n:{uc prl f[fi:f{re ’e'r)lrf:husiasm ‘and

G A st
nearly all the expertise in historical cons’é‘r\?‘ati)o[nr has'come “from ~ our

ol o1 -1

graduates and colleagues at this University. L

. ey ~rd % a 4
The new feeling for urban design - or perhaps I should say renewed in that
LY st bovy : ) i
late Victorian Melbourne had great design qualities, which then lapsed N has a

long way to go yet to make this city the fully.humane pIace it: could be, but

SR U(

it is certainly heading in the right directio e keg ?:t:fbly, the planning

)

system has not yet caught up with the new"[mogd Jbif Srd eﬁ: 1e, 1’he City of
Melbourne cannot refuse a permit or takew'pa";‘“:'”a %“ 6[ ’tfl’fe“Planning Appeals
Tribunal on urban design criteria. Somewhat: simi‘.la‘r pi‘oblemé ‘émeréed‘ in“(the
Wade case in Parkville, of bitter memory- 'tcr somé"‘vallded memﬁerS“’Hf bur
University community.
R S ;»:;}r,.';iix::"?: bGOR S HH30

Another major concern is the extent to which Mel’b ‘ur‘ne"‘ﬁank Bosron, Tnd Host
of the world's great cities - are wasteful of résoux‘c‘és, making’ ‘very“heavy
wdemands on their hinterland. We should hardly be'lproud™'that  the water~ that
comes out of our taps may have come from the Thompson Ri)\;ei' i‘nl1G5L?p'pusv].a‘t-ld.r The ;
MMBW - chaired by our Vice-Principal - has had ‘a vigorous ’édvéttising eampaign
to educate us in the use of water. It has bedn SHeBSNEG 1 in’:thg pe%‘éaivima
consumption last year was less than 1980,“-"-‘“6{'1’t‘sﬁ'-%e'ﬁ’%‘rémﬁé%ﬂi :e‘i’étf‘a‘va'gant.
'Historically, Melbourne 1led the world in at“-'\'féjars“t Fond aspeé"ﬁo‘f te‘éource

“conservation. Werribee farm, which still proi’f’ésg’éé' 707 D"'f’:.'oprf“-':eeez'a‘éré”’é‘nd"iﬁ‘ost



of ouf industrial wastes, wae established in 1888 on the recommendation of a
Committee of . Enquir chaire; Professor Harry Brookes Allan M.D., B.S., the

sshiasad ydoofdug qufj,.)yﬂo g?' eg \p-y : y ’ }
Professor of Pathology at. T.'l'ge University of Melbourne.

) Amahiddc Akl dc  Bekd Bl '

df‘f{.id tamoqesy Iribiashlong (x@d

Enough examples. conc¢lusion is obvious: the history of this city is
~r~br>émlf§goj -(\3_'rpfmxen0q?¥9'x “Jf,cfj“ * %

vinextricably in.t:ert:wigejm;l1 w1)th. the history of this University (and, more
i A D

1o o8 o THO 20060X9

3_recent1y, its' sister insfifution). Nearly all of the architects, town
2o - ‘

- plamners;;, engineeks jand  survgyors who have helped build and plan the city are
:_J"Qixr gfa'd‘u_"a't'es,"and‘more ‘retently, most of the landscape architects and many of

" the environmenta@” plamners. -uNow you join their ranks, to help make this city
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“and this state a better p}aca. t
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~As times have gvhangedw d;x’r ll;g,culty has changed adaptively to meet new needs,
= 1npsfidorivas 113610 s IR ('
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we«'ri]dq%fcl\g o?“%%?iﬁi‘?ﬁlﬁu? }ﬁg, ‘@apabilities in architectural design, skills in

‘mggv_;r; riajrm%r{xg,qrol.’ild‘ingg ({bgstruction and management, environmental planning

:‘d%nd'%?gglgcgggrﬁgc ite:f"sgr.e-. f_;;p;hi_s is surely the right mix, although it is not

?)nthia%nr *ru )ﬁg aom]ﬂ?g‘gble Faculty in Australia has achieved. We have

ﬂo:slt::)i}}”ggglg Ygzmrgﬁfsggth%%ﬁgﬁqgve the full potential of this mix, but we are
‘heading in ‘the right direction. One major change that we are now seeing
through i4s the restructuring ‘of our degrees. Many of tonight's graduands have

... survived a. f;\;_e;yqa,r_uggdg;;g,raduate degree. Those who failed to do so are of

c,ojurse,)not reptesented tonight. 1In our view it is wasteful and unwise to lock
f o . el
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tuden,’ts fresh f.r“m, gc{x ol i,r,lto a five-year program in a discipline in which
Pat')heex” a %ﬁEe,& »E:i,%d,,ﬂ pt any possibility of review. The new BPD gives
;-ila}w jﬁ?}ngg‘@m, ﬁée%%qu:'}w years, but it also promises another significant

Ay Mgm i@{bc”’a vrflf:rxta%?,ﬁyehagé g ‘more fully showing a student the context of his

oy Fgaﬁ :::o,fess:l,\or}a]t :Ln‘t,er;l%st[,. and how it fits in with related disciplines.
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I want to close my remarks tonight with a few WQrés on this subject because
T T 35 wuslodied 3o 1(_4;.{4;,0:"3

it is often misunderstood. I will take é case of © the student of

architecture, our largest group. His (or her) pgofessional responsibility

audoion Wi =atam L0173

will be to design buildings - but there is ‘a further responsibility, to design‘
. Audw  honiwlrol yldpginirseni

appropriate buildings, and it is this word " that’ expands our' concern.

Appropriate to their setting, which requires"’é’o"niei knOWiled;ée of the histofiof

architecture, of wurban design, of landscédpe ' ardhitddedtey > of 5 Iimatic

 controls. Socially appropriate, which must éb’ﬁ'siaef client involvement, self-

help, social equity, image (can prisons, courthouses,  hospitals, retirement

IS
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homes present a humane face? - questions to w‘hicfh ‘some - of my collea.gues have
contributed greatly). To be appropriate for the future, buildings @hould show

B8O fn,«n){‘ /Hr‘ 294} 1 LA
environmental fit, be modest in their deménd‘s on the natural environmenLt -
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consider passive solar heating, for examplé." said in March t;o our new
$ bitpd, . anlg  nwe
students, for every building in the air” theo) s”) Z{'l, ‘}’E{Jm J 'ground
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somewhere - the source of the brick clay, san h, nd Jquarlt'\y]t‘-‘stol’je« The
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architect bears responsibility for the hole a'égls_fwé : m‘%s Eﬁg ~Buiiéi,ng:rand éor
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the vast quantities of water used during cons{“& t{on R & m&%h construction
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run-off, usually polluted. ‘ ko i Al sl | SRS

T o~ B RN e B | Y ‘ -
RS {;-135{.— L 14 e

RS
14

This constitutes the context of architecture,” and” our 'Jf“'a“_ctift_'i"’take;smft'y “very

seriously. Let us be clear that the business -of the fpni’\}:erst:'l.‘ties ie’edncat'?i)on

Lo
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and NOT professional training. It is NOT “éur ?fﬁnction fo'ii:urn Slit” .fpﬁl_y

" £ BRiup oxs vorll
fledged practising architects. To borrow a phEis ['fffom n;.i{g;lﬁﬂggfcsgg, ve &an

prepare you to run out onto the field, but'--fw{iqa{) {% gﬂ :i',%EEemt%ata?ylooumwfll
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kick goals. We should have trained you '+ bﬁsf% ‘skﬂf]‘ﬁ ‘Bnd’ ffunI g’n;exfgal

concepts, in knowing how to learn, when to callj‘ﬂt:;’ﬁ"5’§;§'ecifé’],.‘fsyedﬂ kfils'()a'r{d how



to use them, and above all, you should have a sound understanding of the
eontext of a?chitecgure (or building, planning, or landscape architecture).
Properly, this should be followed by clinical experience, on-the-job
professional training. Medicine has got this right, by capturing the public
institutions. Theée‘ are not so accessible in architecture, although both
State and Federal Public Works authorities exist, and in concert with the
private sector, could in theory provide similar professional training jointly

with the universities. Medicine has the right model. The planning and design

professions have not yet fully succeeded in emulating it, although I know that
some concerned professionals would 1like to. Perhaps some of tonight's

graduands will help take up that major challenge.

Graduation is a.time of hopg fbr the future as well as for a celebration of
wﬁat you have accomplishedIOQetvthe last few years. I am always moved by this
6etémony. Benegth our- desiccated exterior we are proud of our students. We
all congratulaiéifou, share the delight of your parents and friends, and wish
you all - good things for the years to come; Remember that you are still part
of'ué, and part of that'cont;nuing story of which I have given a rough sketch

_tonight.
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