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Ki'Om B(i)d. author of The Walls ArouDd Us, castigates the typical
niples of Australian suburban architecture from various periods shown
'SC. a-- all pretending to be something other than what they really arc.
liC tries to be simply a good house to live in.
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Areliiteelure, which in ilH niiBelfctmticioiiw ^
rcfiarda ilbclf as the Mother of All Arts, has never been a
dominating; matriarch in the Australian eiiltiiral scene.
One of the main reasons made people sit up and take'

or this is that architecture notice.
las for too long neglected to Now Boyd has set about
aise its voice. It has been (he job of giving them some
onlent to conceive and nur- primary education,
ure a small family of build-
ngs which aie pleasantly
oimed and of good ehar-
ictcr

Unt il very recently,
dot her Architecture has
leen diffident abiml taking
in heiscll revponsibilily for
he teeming mass of build- , readers. The
ngs conceived without hene-, certainly has been
It of the wedl.Kk of arts and;^.^ ,h,s should
slanning. and raised «""""'|only make it . more assimil-
nanncf) ; able to people comirnj fresh
Robin Bo><J is not the subject.

At the same time, Boyd

Siiiiplific'd
The Walls Around Us is

described by its publishers as
being "ihe story of Austra
lian architecture told and il
lustrated for young readers."

This should not, however.

the family of architects toj
onccrn himself with, theiwith, thej j^,^^ .^ijghiiy modified
eneral appc.iranee and civic^^j^^^ comments in
lanners iif Australian towns deference to younger readers

Boyd has, in a book of
only 10 pages, produced a
clear, precise primer on the
history of Australian archi
tecture.

Boyd looks first at our
svKial history and then

Boyd, however, has de- ranges Ihrough the evolmjon
ded that example is not
lough and that, anyway, the
imily itself can do with
ime self-examination under
le eyes of the masses.

nd cities But, in too many

IUIie,WO . ... s.- -y- -

of architecture in .Australia
— beginning with the mud
huts of the First Fleeters and
arriving linally at Sydney
Opera House.
On the way he bricflv re

ases, this cimccrn has been
oiced only within the fam-
ly and then submerged, in
he hope thai the masses
lould learn from the be-
lasiour of an exemplary
ew.

llpnoun4?ei views architectural fashions
.  . , . . . j and the effects of the mostSo, raising his voice to j* i influential architects on work

vel not appreciated hyj\\\.^ Australia,
c  family, Boyd has. with|
angelical fervour, set about
mouncing the Australian| ^nd tirifTin are
, U n , u r„ i 'he 'V" greats, so far asI he effect has been re g,,yd is concerned,
larkable. I goyd now conceded that
Australians are becoming| (here is real hope in the land
ilfconscious about the coiin-jfur civic heaulv.
y s architecture. ' Australian building. he
Most of them are now ■ concludes, may be growing
ware that there is a lot up

Two tiJreats

.  ugly building about.
Many of them can recog-

lise ugly building. Some
an even recognise good
luilding.
The fiequcncy with which

cords and phrase. such as
fealurlsm" and Ik bar
nodern" are used in gen-
;ral conversation, and the
'ehemence with which our
lotel and beer garden aes-
hetic* are nowadays d^
lounced, testify to Boyd's
nfluence.
Having won the attentioo

>f the public with his ^
lunciations. Boyd is showing
tice judgment as a propa-
pindist.
In his latest book, Tkc

Aalb AroMd III, Boyd
iwitcbes frooi histrionics to
itistoncal iMlruction.^
TW A«MM

What is more, he finds that
Australian architects now
"contribute ideas to the
world."

It is probably
much to claim for this little
book, as its publishers do,
that it "should recruit a new
generation of architects."
At the same time, it should

give another boost to the
social sport of house watch
ing and enlarge vocabularies
at all levels for house and
garden discussions.
Boyd, as an architect able

and willing to communiate
on a popular level, seems to
have himself earned a place
in future architectural his
tories of Australia.—J.L.
THE WALLS AIIODND

US, by Rabte Bayd. Pi^
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