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Si'lf-scrutiny
Domi Under ,

l'\ Citojjh y MtMuhoiiM-

.i( SIK4I I.1S CIVlLISillOS. td'ird

hy i'tit'f Colt'man (."injiuy anj
Hoht'tdon, iOt).

Ihfio'U be some soic licarts in
Sy.lney when this one renclies the
UuMKslalls t-'or here we nave l.i

Australians taking a long iiitrospie
live look at their society . trying to
decide nut so much what in.nkes it tick
as wheltier. indeed, it does liave n
peculiar sound of its own. rerritriy
critical in the process they are, tou ,
not even the audacious .Mr Morns
would tiave (tared to utter half ttie

,  treasons In be found in tins
, syinposium

is there, the contributors were
rtislced. uch a thing as a distinctive
j Austr , n civilisation ? lias Austra-
j  lia n 5 ^ of age 7 These sound like
1  () lev. •'questions and by my marking
I  those who have addressed themselves
p  rigidly to them only get beta minus
'  for their pains The most stimulat

ing essays are by those who have
sharply analysed without driving
themselves too hard towards either of
these conclusions Max Harris defaces
the old Colonial image and sketches in
Its place a nation of confortnist city
dwellers These have created,
accordme to Hobin Boyd, an environ
ment which looks as If it is " not
altogether loved but liked quite a tut
in a hearty. Inexperienced sort of
way." They arc the victims. A A.
Phillips suggests, of an educational
system which has not yet adapted
iLself to the local ethos : there is a

^  conflict between the Australian
** assumption of happiness and the

Kuropean technique evolved from a
sense of dissatisfaction If this seems
to postulate a people of limited vision
James McA-uley, at anv rate, sets
hope in the development of
Austrah.an literature

Ail of these write with a great deal
of pctietration But they are dcscrdi-
iiig. It seems to me, not a distinctive
cr. ilisatuui iO much as a highly
individual nataiii Nor is it yet time
fi-r ih- 1 1 '.1 hold that ;i-'-thd,.v lu.Mv
.\'('t Il-iu.'las Ml' a.liiiii c.iO ^'..-ir'
.1 ,-hi|l ■ --.iv lb i->-- " .M I--1 Ac-lr-i

'- 'O I ii'd . arc i(---^ jtuuit It.c
it tu mc or abr-i -1

i.mv t'.id - iii.v wii'-n ttu-ir -•« i
-,;i«-clt .c'l-ri-its lie- engigid —,i:.d
ai ■. b - . >c u'.vinrin.cly Tb--

rf id < K- -[ 'ibl-clv ridicilji-.!,
ir;,.;.. 1. . i-riMn l'\ tl"' pidicp '111,
I  (,.-g (»1. -bi Hi lur d

I  ̂c:-.-.1-1 . a* • I.' I . C\.-11 I -i r
L  ft i.-tn-et-iv— rriimetert
;  • li I tiiriied out io he

V  'I. ir fi. IlllIT.: f U"
I  - -- ■ nt: - p. | p"w i r.
{  • o :v ar i ■ ^ mpl . ''n v "
1  |i • ■ • i.:v •>! . :i I' It to vi '• ■c ■

• r, ' - -tick thf-ir ni-- i s -j'/
•! . ■ ! riiiich iK v II It-.cif

'i - won them When •
f  \i,t'rd: 'ns decide to lake

II uiwoaitti apart wdh the
r .on--. i , ( - f .-\ustr:di,a's ma|or
n-ili' her. I.'; ino irt'inl turning point
ti,!> b I c. ro.ichi-.l Tliis is .an uneven
l-ook -'. I'h - inie ■ iirious Upsrs ; tbc
nos'looi .d the ab-ingines is ignored,
and the lioman Calhoiic-Prolestaril

_ ter.ti-ihs ace bnl thinly treated Hut
l-J for '.vli-'l It achieves, as a manifesta-
Id t'on of ne-.v i-adjealistn Down I'nder
11 it dcsi-tvct I I be wiflcly ( onsidorcd.
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