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Ii|stitute of Arcljitects of New South Wales.

OPENING ADDRESS

BY

TH03LAS ROWE, F.R.I.B.A., Prpsident.

Delivered May 2nd. 188S.

Karlii IliMory, it.<< Strugcjlcf, and ifx Pref^ent P(mtum.

Gentlemen,—In tlie latter part of the year 1870 T sent round a circular
letter inviting tlie architects then practising in the city to meet at "The
Gli.aniber of Conirnerco," for the purpose of considering the propriety of
establisliing an Institute of Arcliitects. After much discussion it ivas
unanimoiLsly agreed to form such an institution, and it was determined to
call a meeting at an early date to draw up rules and regulations for its
proper guidance.
The records of this first meeting I cannot find at present, so am unable

to state who were present ; but much hard work was accomplished by a
few zealous members of tlio profession in framing the proposed rules and
regulations for the new society.
The success of the young IiLstitutc was very slow and discouraging, the

meetings were but few and far between, and even then but very indifferently
attended ; yet a few determined spirits, whoso motto was "Nil dosperan-
dum," were constant and untiring in their labours.
The first meeting that is recorded was held at my office on February

21st, 1871. Present; Messrs. Hunt, Reuss, Backhouse, McBeath, Rowe,
and Ryan.

The'fir.st recorded hiisines.s was very suggestive of opr aims. To show
the warm desire, of those present to do something not only to advance the
architectural branch of art but to aid and forward its much-neglected sister
branches in furtherance of these oojects, the following resolution was
carried :—" That we now form ourselves into a society for the promotion
of architecture and the fine arts," And in the rules of the society printed



in 1871, ol.aiise 2, these objects are enlarged to embrace " a diffusion of
the knowledge of architecture, fine art, civil engineering, and for general
scientific information and friendly intercourse amongst its members."

The first Patron was the then Governor—The Eaul or Tieuiork.

Premdent—George Ai.lhn Mansfield.

Vice-Pre.d(hnt—Tiio:uas Rowe.

Treasurer—Williajt Munro.

Hon. Sec.—BEN.rAMiN Ijackitouse.

Committee—Messrs. Davev, MacBeath, and F. H. Reoss.

Besides these gentlemen, the Members numbered seven, viz. ;—Messrs.
E. Bbi.l, Breer. BiiAnRioGE, Hunt, Hii.lv, Rvan, and F. Bet.l.

It was arranged that the annual meeting should be held in January of
each year, and eleven intermediate meetings—one on the second Monday
in each month.

As an evidence of the enthusiasm and the good intentions of our
founders, I may state that from this date—February, 1871—until Seji-
tnmber of the same year, fourteen meetings and adjournments were held,
besides ton committee meetings.

The inaugural gathering was a great success. It was held at the
Exchange, the Governor being present, and the room was filled with
ladies and gentlemen, including the chief p.atrons of Art in the colony.
The walls of the Chamber of Commerce wore entirely covered with inter
esting specimens of architectural design lent by tiie members, no one
being allowed to exhibit his own work, .and the large table was covered
with architectural books.

His Excellency the Earl of Belmore was received and escorted to the
dais by the President, Vice-President, and officers, while the band played
tiie National Anthem. The President delivered .an excellent S]ieeeh,
which was followed by a brief address from the Vice-Prosident, and the
Governor having examined the luancipal objects of interest round the
room, expressed his pleasure at being present, and his interest and good
wishes for the future welfare of the Institute.

The room was crowded with visitors during the whole evening, and so
deep an interest was taken that the rooms were kept open hy rerpiest for
several d.ays and nights. The clergy wore particularly interested, and
some could be seen seated for hours studying the books on Ecclesiastical
Architecture.

Among the many actions taken during the early period of the Institutes'
existence, was the introduction of a scale of architectural charges.
The following is an inst.mce of the change that has taken place :—" The

Vice-President consented in deference to the wishes of the President and
Members to remove his name from a board attached to a building in
course of erection."

The late Professor Badham became an honorary member, and gave his
consent to the use of a room in the Public Library for the meetings of the



Institute. Then we find Mr. T. J. Crouch, a Melbourne Architect, be
coming an honorary member.

Towards the end of September, 1871, the Institute was joined by its
present Treasurer, Mr. das. MacDonaid, who has seldom, if ever been
absent from any of the meetings. The first paper read before tlie
Institute was by the Vice-President, subject—"A Eeview of Ecclesiastical
and Secular Architecture."

In consequence of the formation of the xVcademy of Arts in October,
1871, Mr. liorbury Hunt brought forward a motion to alter the title of
the Institute to (Royal) Institute of Architects of H.S. Wales, thus
curtailing its objects within the reasonable bounds of architectural advance,
and the promotion of intercourse amongst members of the profession
generally.
In November, 1871, a paper was read by the Hon. Sec., Mr. Back

house, on "Air, and its Vitiation ; " but great difficulty was exijerienced
in obtaining publicity of the proceedings of the Institute. This was over
come by a deputation, comprising the President and office-bearers, having
an interview with the late Mr. h airfax, and Mr. M'Beatli s paper on
" Sewerage " was printed both in the Herald and the Empire.

In 1872 a strong desire was expressed that rooms be rented and a
Secretarv ap[)ointed. The illness of the Prince of Wales caused much
discussion on drainage matters, and leading articles appeared in the daily
])apor.s referring to the Institute and its usefulness, and exp'essiiig a hope
that it would promote and procure a better state of affairs in sanitary
matters.

.V paper by Mr. Horbury Hunt was road in April, 1872, on "The
Moral Relation of Architect and Client," and much discussion ensued.
The subject of ownership of drawings was also deb.ated on May 11, 1872,
being then unsettled by the English R.I.B.A.; but the matter dropjjed
without a definite decision being arrived at.
On June 11, 1872, Sir Hercules Robinson became Patron of the

Society, and on August 13th a paper was read by George iVlleii Mansfield,
Esq., the President, on " Hoaltliy Homes," which was followed by Mr.
Macbonald's paper on " Ventilation."
About this period the unfortunate and serious illness of the President

compelled his absence from the chair until May 13th, 1873. This was
especially unfortunate, as during a considerable part of that time the pro
posed liuilding Act was under discussion. At. this period the number of
dwelling-houses in Sydney was 15,100, and only (i477 of these were con
nected with sewers, a state of matters which showed the insanitary state of
the city at that time.

■  On May 20th, by request of the City Council, the Building Act was
discus.sed by a .special committee (if the Institute, and their recomuionda-
tiuns drafted into the ju'opo.sed Bill. This important work occujned the
attention of the Institute till the 12th August, 1873, a great many alter
ations being made, and 'many fnrsh clauses introduced touching, roofs,
ceilings, parapets, separate windows to rooms, drainage, theatres, and fire
proof arrangements for same, egress, ventilation, (fee. A suggestion for



the app oiutnieiit of a Board of Health, &c., was also at this time uiade by
the Institute.
From this date until May, 1870, the functions of tlie Institute ceased for

a time, just when its influence for g-ood appeared to be extending in every
direction.

In May, 1870, another effort was made to continue the work (ff' the
Institute, and iVz7 Defperandum was our motto for the occasion. T was then
chosen to be the President, tlie late Mr. MncDentli, A^ir'e-Presideiit. Mr.
MacUon.ald, Treasurer, and Mr. Dave.y, Hon. Sec. In .lime, 1878, after
a lapse of two years, another meeting was lield at the Tem]ioranc0 Hall,
only four members remaining loyal to the Institute, viz., Messrs.
MacBeath, Uavoy, Mac Donald and myself.

There is no record of any meeting of the Institute—in fact, no further
meeting was held until a special one, wliich was called on May, olst, 1888, at
the rooms of the Surveyors' Institute. At this meeting Messrs. MacBeath,
MacUoiiald, Davey, and myself were again tlie only representatives of the
old Institution, but a special circular followed by a post card was issued to
every member of tlie profession, soliciting their attendance. As a result
the following gentlemen put in an appearance at the time appointed, and
the same evening signed the membership book, viz., Messrs. Blackmann,
Parkes, Blacket, Thompson, Hobbs, Martin, Fvans, Kent, Mayes,
HesiJointes, and Watkins. Ne.xt month the annual meeting followed on
June, 14th, when Messrs. Smedley and Arthur Blacket were added to the
Roll of Fellows. xVt this meeting 1 liad the honour of being .again elected
President, and Mr. Cyril Blacket was elected Vice-President, Mr.
MacUonald being again ciiosen Treasurer.
A lengthy discussion occupied the principal part of tliis meeting relating

to the question of the " Secretary," many of the members wishing to have
a paid secretary appointed. On reference to tlie rules, this was found not
to be in accordance therewith, and it was resolved to alter this as soon as
funds Y\'ould permit, and to engage a secretary at a salary oi' honorarium to
perform all the duties, and be in daily attendance at the office.
A special meeting was held on August 14th for the purpose of amending

some of the rules, and anotlier took place on September 18th for the same
purpose. At both of these meetings a great deal of both interesting and
valuable information was elicited respecting the values of sandstone and
brick for building purposes.
The next meeting was held on t lth Decemher, an interval of three

months, and another interval of tJiree months takes us to April 1st, 1884.
wiien I tendered my resignation .as President on account of an intended
visit to Europe. A motion contrary to this was, however, carried, and it
was arranged that Mr. Cyril Blacket should act until my return, and a
dinner was afterwards given to bid farewell to the President and wish him
a hearty- God-speed.

About this time I called on Mr. Fletcher Watson, and the following
arrangement was made :—Tlie Institute were to rent a room, paying for
furniture, and supiilying stationery, stam])s, &c. Mr. Watson to
attend to all the work of the Institute as secretary, and to have use of the
room in lieu of an honorarium.



Ou June oOtli, ISSJ, the annual uieoting was held, and a balauee-shoet
showing £55 in hand was pi'odueed.
The meetings have since been continuous, averaging one each month,

besides Committee meetings six times a year.
At a meeting held in June, 1885 it was determined to hold a Saniiary

Conference, and to communicate with the various municipalities in order to
obtain information on the existing systems. A circular was, therefore,
drawn up, printed, and sent to each municipality, embodying tiie following
cpiestions :—Amuinit of I'opuldtion" ; No. of Homes''''; ." Water"—
if Metropolitan supply, by meter, or by roof, and the description of tanh
used ;—Waste Water, how disposed of ; if by drainage in house ; or if by
outside drainage. " Closets," if j:)atent valve closets, if earth closets, aj)-
proximate numl)er ; or if sunk pits, api^roximate number and how con
structed ; if box or pan, how the soil is removed, and at what time.
" Ash-pits "—if provided, aiid how "emptied. If Building Act in force.
" Lighting," if by gas, quality of same. " Baths and Wash-houses "—Is
there any system of public baths or wash-houses ? " Mortality "—par
ticulars as to deaths from fevers, and preventible diseases. Finally :
Personal remarks, suggestions, or complaints.

This document was submitted at a general meeting and approved of.
The Press took the matter up, and encouraged the Institute in its
endeavours to bring about a better state of affairs. While the Institute
was making preliminary arrangements, the Royal Society decided to hold a
])ublic meeting to discuss the necessity of a Public Health Bill, and the
matter was very ably dealt with, the Primate taking an active part.
The conference was held in the vestibule of the Town Hall, and tended

to draw public attention to the many deficicnces in sanitary matters,
seriously affecting public health in the city and suburiis. The opening
address and speeclies were all of a practical kind, the conference lasting
several days, while very many interesting exhibits were shewn by sanitary
engineers, plumbers, and others.

The success was not so great as the promoters wished it to be, many
kee])ing aloof who should have supported the endeavours, and the greatest
difficulty being experienced inobtaining speakcrswho were experienced intlie
subject. Very many important topics were, however, brought forward,
including Sanitation, Ventilation and Cremation.

The exijerimenl was fairly successful, but it proved a great drain on our
exchequer. A shorthand reporter was employed and every sjjccch was
recorded, and these are now lying in the archives of the Institute,
through want of funds they have never been printed.

Several interesting papers have been read at the monthly meetings,
including Mr, Cyril Blacket's iiajicr on " The White A.nt," Mr. Green's
on " Queen Anne Architecture," Mr. Rowe's on " Lightning Conductors,"
etc., etc.

The Institute was still very weak and struggling, till the friendly aid so
much needed came at last in the form of a proposal from the Palladian
yijcietv—u number of architects associated together, who agreed to
amalgamate providing certain conditions were agreed to.



8

Repi'coeiitiilivcs of the Institute met the Palladians hv invitatioii at
tlic Royal Hotel, and after dinner the terms of the amalgamation were
determined on. Tliis happy state of affairs was in a great measure brought
about by our friends, Messrs. Sulnian, Green, Hennessy and others.

In consequence of this amalgamation the rules and bye-laws were
revised, which necessarily occupied much time. Tiie good results are now
ap])arcnt, valuable additions have been made to our roll of membership,
which now embraces nearly all the senior members of the profession, and
consists of the following gentlemen ;—

Patron—Lord Garrington. Pn'sideiit—Thomas Rowc, P.R.I.B.A.,
Vice-President—John Sulman, F.R.I.B.A. Treasurer—Mr. James
MacDonald. Committee—Messrs. H. G. Kent, John P. Hennessy, John
Smedley, S. M. Green.
Secretary—Mr. P. P. Watson. Fellows—Messrs. R. G. Blackhouse,

J. B. Barlow, Arthur Blaeket, James H. Bolster, Edward H. Buchanan,
W. H. Bell, W. Wright-Gampboll, W. G. Goward, J. J. Uavey, Thomas
Dingle, W. A. Drake, J. Stuart-Edwards, J. S. E. Ellis, P.R.I.B.A.,
William J. Gordon, Gharles G. Gordon, A. G. Graham, I. M. Green, G.
W. Goodciiap, Gharles A. Harding, John P. Hennessy, J. -1, Hine,
Edward Hobbs, J. E, Holland, J, B. Hotson, J, Horbury Hunt, E,
Jeaff'erson-Jackson, J, E. Kemp, Harry G, Kent, W. Kenwood, Robert
Kuntsmann, G, Manfred, G. Allen Mansfield, P.R.I.B,A,, John W,
Manson, P, B. Menkens, W, Martin, G, A. Morell, A, P. Myers, J.
MacUonald, J,P., George McRae, Thos. A. Playfair, William Pritcliard,
Varney Parke.'i, Thos. P. Ransom, P. H. Reuss, senr., P. H. Reuss, junr.,
G. B. Roskell, H. M. Roliinson, Thos. Rowe, P.R.I, 13.A., J. J. Sliecrin,
G. H, Slatyer, .lohn Smedley, J. B. Spencer, John Sulman, P.R.I.B.A.,
P. D. G. Stanley, P.R.I.B.A., A. A. Tayt, Herbert Thompson, A.
Thornley, W. L. Vernon, P.R.I,B.A., .Vston J. Watkins, Herbert E.
Wardell, P,R.I.B,A., Alfred Wood, Ho'bert E. Wardell, J. T. Walcot,
Henry A, Wilshire.

Associates—Messrs. William Blacklock, Andrew Bonnet, Theo. A-
Kemniis. G, V. P. Mann, L. L. Ramsay,

Students—Alessrs. T. P. Gosh, Harold B, Ganna, Victor Wiltshire, J.
Burcham Glamp, and H, Jefferis,
The enlarged membership roll led to the necessity of procuring more

commodious accommod.ation for the efficient working of the In-stitute,
Idle present rooms were taken and furnished, and it was deemed necessary
to make fresh arrangements with our energetic Secretary, whoso duties
were thus greatly increased, and who till this time h.ad received but a small
salary.
The library is slowly increasing, and the proceedings of the R.I.B.A. and

English and Gontinental architectural periodicals are now always to be
founil on the tables for the use of members.
At this point it is meet tiiat I should allude to the extreme regret we all

feel at the loss the Institute has sustained by the untimely death of our
late friend and brother, Mr. J. Stuart Edwards, who was a most promising
member of the profession, a perfect gentleman, and a valuable friend. I
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am sure the members nf the Institute jnin witli me in feelings of heartfelt
sympathy for his berearerl friends and ids partner.

This brief history now brings us to the present autumn session. I am
glad to see so many present, and trust tliat a still deeper interest will be
manifested in the alfairs of the Institute. I feel tliat I liave bold tlie offiee
of President too long; and having borne, with others, " the heat and
burden of the day," am conseious that the time is fast ajiprnaehing when I
must take a loss active part, leaving the work to younger men.

There is yet much hard work before us—m.any abuses to rectify that can
only be accomjilisbed by your giving them your assiihmus attention. Tbe
seed must bo sown ; then tbe barvcst will in all probability be reaped.
Amongst the first things our Institute must grajiple with will be t' e

amendment of the Jluilding Act, for it is totally unfitted and inadequate
to our present wants. Tbe style and mode of construction of tlu^ Iniilcliugs
in our city is rapidly changing year by year, and land becoming so valuable
necessitates lofty buildings being erected.
Tbe time is coming wben nine—ten—twelve-storey buildings will be

atteni])ted ; fireproof floors must be resorted to, provision made for the
various kinds of material used, asphalt, cement, double-i)ressed and glazed
bricks, iron, terra-cotta, steel, bronze, marble, traegerwellblech, and granite.
Fireproof floors, roofs, and staircases, will have to be introduced in dwell
ing houses, offices, and artizans" homes, as well as in the warehouses. '

Hydraulic power must also, of necessity, be introduced, to give quick
access of goods and passengers to tbe highest floors, which will then prove
most valuable for offices, both in point of health and by their lieing
removed from tbe horrible noise caused by using hardwood blocks for the
street paving. Improvement must also be made in our water supply, by
pumping water to high-level reservoirs, in order to meet the difficulty of
reaching the high buildings by gravitation, in case of fire. Ample pro
vision should also be made for fire escapes in all classes of buildings—a
precaution now in many instances utterly unprovided for ; and electricity
must soon form an important item in the ligliting of our streets, houses,
and parks. The gearing, scaffolding, and engines employed in the erec
tion of these lofty buildings r,f the future, will have to be looked after by
competent inspectors. My firm has now no less than tiiree engines at
work on one building.

Another matter requiring strict attention from our authorities is to be
found in the rapid disfigurement of our streets by unsightly awnings over
the pathways, and in the allowance of all sorts of advertisements—longi
tudinal signboards above the friezes—across the path, low down, high up,
and over the roofs of awnings, in all sorts of entrances, in painted wood,
calico, rags and jags of all sorts and sizes, very much like an old English
" Show Fair" in a country town, only the clown at the door is wantcnl to
make it complete.
The advertising mania is going beyond all bounds, and travellers are

frequently astonished at our excesses. No one should be allowed to annoy
his neighbour by erecting such dangerous disfigurcment.s—dangerous no
less from fire than from storm.

jr
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Tlie time has cnme I tliink when professional men sliould be emplo3'ed
to assess the Citj' and Suburban properties—more particularlj City prri-
perties. I fail to see how an unprofessional man can do justice to such
important valuations, " the rule of the thumb" must, far too often, be
bronp;lit into use.
1 am glad to say that architectural competitions, however unjust thev

may often prove to be, show signs of imjn-oviMuent. This IiHtitute has
been appealed to in order to assist in drawing up conditions, the regul itiiig
of llie premiums and the appointment of adjudicators.

In saying this I refer more especially to the " ̂̂'alker Jleniorial and
State House competitions. Professional judges of the highest type should
at all times bo consulted, for it is utterlv impossible for laymen to give a
correct, opinion, though there are, of course, exceptions to the rule. How
can merchants, and others, who have never given the subject any studv.
form an opinion ? The thing is utterly absurd, and practically unwfirk-
able.

I must strongly condemn the practice of architects taking articled pupils
for the very short term of three 3'ears, because it is unjust to the ]iup:l and
to bis parents or guardians. ■ The term should never be less than live
3'ears, and six would be better still, and even then the ordinary pupil
would have to go as an improver for two or three years.
I  trust that the following motions carried during the year will prove

beneficial to the pupils :—" That the gold medal of the Institute be
given for the best design for a building to be decided upon at the time of
competition. The. work to bo done in the rooms of the Institute and under
the su[)ervision of the secretary," and " That the President's prize and also
the Vice-President's prize be awarded as first and seconil awards for the
bo.st sketches and measured drawings of any portion of an existing public
building."
I might here suggest that this Institute may now with advantage be

afliliated with the ])arent Institute, and then the medals find prizes of the
U.l.ll.A., will be open to our students under the federation terms laid
down. This would afford an opportunity to the young men of the pro-
s(!ssion to endeavour to obtain the honours so liberally offered.
I do not thiidc it will be egotistical, on the part of the Institute, to

claim that the members of the profession practising in Now South Wales
liavo frocpiently to thank it for many of their privileges. As an instance
of this its bye-laws for regulating our professional charges have been alreadv
in evidence in our Law Courts. I beg to offer my hearty congratulations
to the members on tbeir possession of such cosy comforlable (juarters, and
my very best wishes for the future well-being and prosperity of the Society.
Many members have laboured long to bring this about, and those wlio
have worked thus have, I am sure, deserved the thanks of every good citizen,
and now tliat we are a strong and united body, I trust tliat every member
will strive to the full to exorcise tlajt geiitlemaidy conduct, and in-ofessional
etiquette towards others, wbicli are the evidences of true firofessional
instincts.

The prospects of tlie young but asi>iring arcliitect of this great Colony
are very promising. There is an expanse of country possessing all that is
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r(?quireil to facilitate growing greatness in wliicli we may vie with tlie
mightiest of ex-isting nations. With what marvellous res(mroi;s for avclii-
teetural improvement are we bountifully furnished !
We have a variety of scenery and climate that will admit of an applica

tion to our imildings of all styles of architecture as tliey now exist on the
Contimmt of Kurope ; nor could we desire bettor means than are now in
our possession to render their constructio n facih? and their existence of
long duration.
immense forests of timber of every variety, iuexhaustiblc stores of

mineral wealtli, comiuned witli n.atural and increasing facilities for
trans|)ortation, exist in unparalleled abundance. Witli thes(i advantages,
and the combined energies and intelligence of thousands <if freemen, we
liave, indeed, mucli to hope for.

Already we liave written •'permanency" and "fitness," and set the
stamp of "beauty" on many of our ])romineut edifices; yet a vast field
lies before us. And wliile our intelligence sliould scorn servile imitation,
we may kindle from the undying sparlvs of aiiticpie art a fiamo of our own
that will b]az;e u)j and illuminate our temples and our liomes.

f'rintod at the Jinilding and Enginerring Jnnrnal Office, (i Clarence St.,-.Sydney.
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