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Details of Joan Alstcai Sutherland, 115 Queen Street, Woollahra; Age 22 years.

Bom at Ibint Piper, Sydney on the 7th November, 1926.

Have wanted to study the art of singing for as long as I can remember.
Was educated at St. Catherines Church of England School for Girls,
Waverley and whilst there studied the piano as a preliminary aid for
the singing lessons to come.

After leaving school I attended the Metropolitan Secretarial College,
also a Dressmaking College and am at present engaged in secretarial
duties with the old-established firm of D'Arcy, M. Shelley, Wholesale
Grocers, Sydney, thi(e Directors of vdaich have been very sympathetic regarding
my vocal efforts.

At the age of 18 mother (who had studied singing herself and had
first inspired me to do likewise) permitted me to cor^nce t^ing
lessons. Miss Aida Summers granted me a scholarship and since that
time four years ago I have considered singing as the most important •^ing
in life. During these four years I have entered various conpetitions
and the City of Sydney Eisteddfords - sometimes being successful.

ffy first big opportunity canB when Henry Krips, then Musical Director
of "Singers of Australia" (and of whose Bach Choral Society I was a_
member) chose me as the soprano soloist in a presentation of VJagnerian
operatic exerpts at the Sydney Town Hall in Iferch, 1947. Also for the
"S of A" I appeared as Dido in their concert performance of Purcell's
"Dido and Aeneas" and as Galatea in Handel's "Acis & Galatea".

As well as the work for "S of A" I have been-engaged by the various
suburban Music Clubs and also some country clubs.

In 1947 I was fortunate in winning the A,B.C. Women's Section of the
City of Sydney Eisteddfod, and since then have received regular
broadcasting engagements with the Commission. Also, last year was
one of the finalists in the A.B.C. Concerto & Vocal Competition and
appeared with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra at the Town Hall,

Ify chief ambitions are that I may be able to devote my whole time to
study instead of having to work during the day, to further ny knowledge
of German, French and Italian, and of course, like everybody else,
I want to go abroad. However, I feel there is a lot to be learned
here in Australia first.

On the ligfiter side, I enjoy playing tennis, riding and swimming,
am also very fond of reading and like making somecf my clothes -
when time permits.
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