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EDITORIAL. 

Sin ce the las t issue o f "The Ruy
tonian ," severa l no ta bl e eve nts of 
world-wid e interes t have occurred. 
The rout of the Socia li st party in 
Germ any . and the election of the 
l\ lonarchi st , \'On H indenburg, caused 
intense interest , a nd perhaps a littl e 
a nx ie ty amongst other na ti ons. H is 
future po licy is a ma tter of m uch 
surmi se. Althoug h he has sworn to 
support th e R epubli c. one wond ers 
if thi s is not " th e thin edge of the 
wedge," a nd if soon we ha ll not 
see t he ex-Kaiser tak ing hi s part . 
o nce more in th e poli t ica l life of 
Germ a ny . 

Ln E ng lan d we have w it nessed 
th e downfall o f t he R amsay Mac
Dona ld mini st ry . a nd the re-estab
li shm ent of th e Consen·ative party 
un der M r. Bald win. 

fn our own S ta te, too . the Labour 
P a rty had to g ive way, af ter a hard 
s truggle wi th th e Natio nali s t Party, 
to th e combin ed fo rces of the 
Nati ona li st a nd Coun t ry Parties
t he la tter lend ing its weight only o n 
its own term s. tha t their leader 
should be Premi er , and that a cer
t a in number of seat s in th e Cabine t 
should be accord ed th em . 

T he house syst em, in aug urated 
in th e las t term o f 1924, i p roving 
a n un qualifi ed uccess. T he end of 
last year meant bid ding farewell to 
school-li fe for m a ny of the senior 
g irl s w ho had taken a lead ing pa rt 

in sc hool affa irs, a nd w ho have left 
gaps · that we find it hard to fill. 
G reat en thu s iasm has been ev id ent 
a t th e in ter-house matches. M uch 
promi se has been show n a mo ngs t 
the juniors . and g reat inter es t 
throug hout th e School in a ll inter
house co ntest . 

'Ne are sor ry to say tha t th e 
Se hool has not been as successfu I 
in gam es as could be hoped for. 
Neither th e base ba ll or tennis team s 
have wo n a ny penn a nt matches, but 
of our newly-chosen basket -ball 
team \\·e have g reat hopes . T he 
running team competed at the 
Toorak Coll ege and Cam berwell 
Grammar Schoo l Sports, bu t did not 
d istin g ui sh th emselves. F ive of 
the te nni s eight entered fo r th e 
tourn a ment at t he A lbert Ground . 
T he fir t pair entered fo r th e 
Double. , but \Yere defea ted in the 
third round by the two Geelong 
g irls, who eventually won the 
tourn am ent. 

It is good in this, the fir s t t erm 
of th e yem·, for a ll g irls-both those 
wh o have been in the School sin ce 
th eir early childhood and tho e 
w ho are .new-to think seriously 
about the w ay in which they can 
best se rve t heir School. Some can 
help to m ake their School g reat and 
di sting ui shed by their intell ectua l 
achi evement . o th er s by their deeds 
on th e spot·t s fi eld or in the various 
clubs of the School, but a ll can 
set·ve by doing the duty tha t li es 
nearest to th em in a spirit of sacri
fice . o r as th eir School mo tto puts 
it : R ecte et F ick li ter . 



THE IWYTONIAN. 5 

ANDERSON HOUSE NOTES. 

\ Ve embarked on thi's schoo l year 
with g reat hopes of upholdin g and 
perpetuating th e traditions wh ich 
seem to be our specia l legacy from 
l\ lrs. r\nde rson, w ho g ives our 
Ho use i ts na me, and w ho was the · 
fo under of " Ruy ton, "The Best 
Schoo l of A ll." 

\\ · e were loth to lose l\ I iss Der
ha m for a yea r's trave l ab road. She 
en deared herse lf to us a ll by her 
enthusias ti c wo.rk in co nn ection 
with A nde rson from the in augura
t ion of th e house ·system. Miss 
Barnes, w ith characteri st ic helpful 
ness, has stepped intc> th e breach 
a nd prO\·ed a most effic ient suc
cesso r. 

In N O \ "Clll bcr we challenged L as
ce ll es House to a sna p-debate, the 
s ubj ects of which were : " \Vhi ch is 
of most use to his country, a poli 
ti cia n or a so ldi er ?" "\IVhi ch is mos t 
bencf1 cia l, tow n or co untry life?" 
" I s tenni s a better gam e th-a n 
basket-ba ll ?" a nd "Sho uld wom en 
be lawyers ?" ]t was the g· irl s' first 
experi ence of snap-debating, and 
a lthoug h th ey did their bes t th :: 
r es ult was a ti c, each H o use gaining 
eight point s. 

L ast year t he seni or tenni s fo ur 
we re run ners-up fo r th e tenni s 
cham pionshi p, be in g defeat ed by 
B romby in th e fi na ls. 

E lcl. Kay, ll clen McCrac, Sy lvia 
K nox-Knight, lna ll a ro lcl and 
E il ee n Logan were award ed th eir 
house-colo urs. f<: ld . Kay, elec ted to 
the rank of house-captain , by un ani
mous vote, wi ll in th e fut ure, we 

hope, capta in our H ous-e to victory 
with the assistan ce of our v ice-cap
tain, Sylvia Knox-Knight. 

Thi s t erm w e ha ve been fairl y 
successful a t Baseball , defeating 
L asccll es, 32- 13 ; School, 15- 10 ; 
but were defeated by Bromby, 10-9. 
In Juni or T enni s, A nderson defeated 
School, 19-11 , and w ere defeated 
by Bromby, 22-19. 
· \\ 'c are hopeful o f w inning ye t 
g reat er la urels for A nd erson at 
Basket-ba ll and in th e School sports, 
and a t th e end of the year the 
"Best H ouse of All" will come in 
triumph antly with fl y ing colours. 

BROMBY HOUSE NOTES. 

\ Vith th e birth of the Hou e sys
tem a t Ruyton, a new sensation has 
"swum into our ken" ; for we are 
not o nly li ving up to the traditions 
o f "Th e Best School of A ll ," but we 
arc makin g tracli tions for th e future 
generati ons who will pass throug h 
B romby 1-J ouse. The respon ibility 
w eig hs heav ily upon our shoulders; 
we fee l ourselves quite incompetent 
to make his tory for the House w hi ch 
bea rs th e name so much loved a nd 
honoured by Ruyton g-irls-past and 
present. A g reat man co mforts us. 
H e sa id , "Not failure, but low aim , 
is crim e." 

T he syst em has brought w ith it 
n ew aims a nd ambition s. It is a rous
in g mu ch enthu siasm, and ome 
ta lent among th e juniors, es pecia 11 y 
in th e playing fi elds. 
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At the end of last year we parted 
with our captain, Betty Begg, and 
our vice-captain, Alison Brown; 
very ·sorry that their ru le had been 
so brief. 

Betty succeeded in carrying off 
the Bromby prize, and we must 
make it our aim, for many years to 
come, to try to allow no one but a 
B rom by gir 1 to carry off this 
honour. 

From those who were left to 
cany on, we chose Norma Derham 
as our captain, and Mary Derham 
as vice-captain. With Norma and 
r-. 1 ary as "first pair," we hope to 
accomplish great things this year, 
and place the name of Bromby 
J T ouse first on the list of "Cock 
House." 

\Ye have been most successful in 
baseball this term, winning all our 
matches. We defeated School, 
22- 10; Andcrson, 10-9; and Las
cellcs, 17-1. 

In tennis we were successful in 
our only match , against School, the 
games being 23-10. The Junior 
Tennis team has also ta ted the 
fruits of uccess. They defeated 
Andef'Son, 22-19, and Lascelles, 
23-13. 

Norma and Mary had the bad 
luck to be defeated by the winners 
in the third round of the School
girls' Doubles. They both entered 
for the Singles, with Dorothy Colt
man, but a lthough there was plenty 
of dust, they, alas! received no 
palm. 

Among the "items of interest" 
which have occurred this term are 
the visit to Clyde, several of our 

me-mbers making up the party; the 
Anzac Service, at which the interest
ing lectures of Dr. Derham and 
Canon Davies were much ap
preciated by the girls; and the Girls' 
Rally, which some of us attended, 
at the Majestic Theatre. 

\Ye have just elected our Debat
ing Committee, but are leaving our 
challenges until next term. 

A matter which is causing much 
debate at present, and about vlhich 
there are as many as six different 
opinions, is who will win the boat 
race-one of the great events of the 
year. 

Perhaps-who knows ?-in sixty 
or seventy years we wi ll be totter
ing along on our canes to witness 
the inter-House Boat Race, and to 
quaver, in our weak, old voices, 
"Come on, Bromby !" 

LASCELLES HOUSE. 

At the end of last year we were 
all very sorry to lose our captain 
and vice-captain, Mol ly Shannon 
and lice Raby; but we. were al l 
very glad not to have lost our House 
Mistress, Miss Gawlcr, with them. 
This year their places have been 
filled by Audrey Sutton and Isola 
Younger. 

This year we have not been suc
cessful with our baseball matches, 
but hope to be more successfu l at 
the end of the year. 

vVe have made more of a name 
for ourselves in tennis. The Junior 
Four-A. Syme, H. Potter, E. 
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Wischer and P. Vaile-have played 
two matches, one against School 
and the other against Bromby. \V e 
defeated School, but not Bromby. 
The Senior Four-A. utton, -:\f . 
Riley, I. Younger .and N. Wick
ham-have only played one match 
against ..-\nderson, but unfortunately 
were beaten by one game. 

\Y e expect the tennis to improve 
now that the sen iors a re coaching 
th e · juniors. 

This term we ha1·c elected a new 
Debating Committee-Nona Riley 
(secretary), Atidrey Sutton and 
Isola Younger- but so far have had 
no debates. At the end of last 
year we had a snap-debate against 
Andcrson, but neither proved them
se] ves the better team. 

Last year the following Lascelles 
girls won th eir House Colours :-M. 
Shannon, A. Raby, I. Younger, A. 
Sutton, N. Riley, N. Wickham and 
V ern a Vandeleur. 

Audrey Sutton. 
Nancy ·wickham. 

SCHOOL H OUSE N OTES. 

The weather of the first term is 
generally delightfully warm and 
fine, but this year many of our 
Saturdays have been spoilt by rain, 
so we have not been able to go for 
many picnics. vVe went for one 
trip to Ringwood in a char-a-banc, 
more comm ::> n ly term•ed "cherry 
bounce." Each boarder was allowed 
to ask one day girl, and we all 
thoroughly enjoyed our day in the 

country. On another Saturday 
afternoon we went to Lauriston, in 
answer to their invitation, to play 
baseball. We were defeated; but 
one team hacl to win . The game 
only taking an hour, the rest of the 
afternoon was spent in playing ten
nis, racquets being lent by the 
Lauriston boarders. 

A ll the boarders are together in 
Schoo l l-louse, and in spite of the 
fact that the: other Houses are 
numerically st ronger, we have got 
together a very good bascba.ll t<.:am, 
and are able to do credit to our 
House in some of the match es. So 
far we have only won one match , 
having been successful against 
Anderson I-:lousc. As yet we have 
not chosen our basket-ball team, ·but 
that will be done next term. \71,! e are 
very proud of the fact that one mem
ber of the School House-N ell Mi t
chell-is in the Tennis Eight. 

On May 3 Miss Power gave us 
one of her delightful parties at Mrs. 
Thompson's house in South Yarra. 
Myee Barter played, and Miss 
Power read extracts from the lives 
of Melba, Caruso and Kreisler, after
wards letting us hear a gramophone 
record of each artist. In the after
noon of the same day some of 
us went to an orchestral concert in 
the Auditorium, the rest going to 
Trinity Grammar School Fete. 

Soon after we returned from our 
Easter ho lidays we had a very jolly 
supper party for My_ee Barter, who 
is leav ing at the end of this term. 

\71,! e IC\re •all looking forward with 
much interest and excitement to the 
boat race. Judging by the yards of 



colours and good-luck tokens in evi
dence everywhere, Geelong Gram
mar, Melbourne Grammar and 
Scotch College seem to be the three 
most popular schools. 

A. B. 
D.H. 

SPEECH N I GHT, 1924. 

Ruyton's 47th nnual Speech 
ight was held in the Recreation 

J-1 all on December 16, 1924. 
By 8 o'clock the J-1 al l was · taxed 

to its utmost to accommodate the 
tnany interested parents and friends, 
who seemed to share the enthusiasm 
of the young people. 

The first item on the programme 
wa. an act from "Daddy Long
Legs." The curtain rose on a most 
harrowing spectacle of wretched 
little orphans (mostly minus teeth), 
and dropped on a happy J udy, look
ing forward to a bright career. What 
a miracle! A few minutes later 
these same little orphans appeared 
in white, looking none the wors·e for 
the sti·ict discipline of the J<rhn 
Greer Home. 

lison !sop and Kitty Houston 
contributed pianoforte solos to t'he 
programme, which were greatly 
appreciated. 

The senior and junior srnging 
\:lasses did credit to Miss Ross in 
their rendering of several ongs. 

Miss Daniell gave her report, in 
which she paid a warm tribute to 
Miss Derham, and regretted that 
she was to lose her for a year. She 
~po'ke of several changes in the 

staff, mentioning Miss Snowball's 
return from England. Miss Daniell 
then went on to explain the aim of 
the House system, newly introduced 
into the School. 

In his speech, Mr. Latham, who 
had kindly consented to distribute 
the prizes, praised the Australian
speaking voices, but deplored their 
production. He emphasised what 
Mi s Daniel! had already ach·ocated, 
the necessity of elocution lcs ems. 

Canon Sutton's speech, which 
contained a conundrum of his 
own, was short. He is always con
siderate. 

Then came the event of the even
ing, as far as most girls were con
cerned, the di tribution of prizes. 

The singing of the National 
Anthem brou.ght the evening to a 
close; and so ended the succe. sful 
:-chool year of 1924. 

COCK HOUSE CUP. 

Now that the House system has 
been introduced at Ruyton, the 
SpO'i'ts Committee has decided to 
hold competititons between teams 
representing the different Houses, 
at the Annual Sports. The Old 
Girls' Committee has arranged to 
present a Silver Cup as a trophy for 
these yearly contests, to be held by 
the successful House t ill the next 
sports. As the gift was to come 
from all the Old Girls, circulars 
were sent out in March, asking for 
·subscription , and the Treasurer 
has now in hand the sum of £12. 
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If any old Ruytonian has not sent 
a contribution, and still wishes to 
do so, the Treasurer, l\'f iss N ancy 
W alsh, Vi' ashington treet, Toorak, 
wilt be pleased to receive it: 

ANZAC DAY. 

"They shall 1.ot grow old as we that 
·are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them, nor the 
years condemn 

At the going down of the 0\Un, and 
in the morning 

V\T e shall 'remember them." 

On the afternoon of ~pril 24 
Canon Davie!'. came to gnre us a 
short service in memory of the 
Glorious Dead. Although he was 
not present at .the actual landing he 
had an interesting taU< with us, 
.endeavouring to explain someth ing 
of the meanir:g of Anzac Day, the 
memory of which is a glorious 
heritage-a wonderful red-letter day 
which makes us feel proud that we 
are Australi a's children . To the 
little ones in particular he told the 
rpeaning of Anzac Day, wh ich, to 
th~m, -is just a name. Doctor Der
ham told us of Jhe landing-the 
unfofgettable task whi ch was only 
completed by the bulldog-like 
tenacity of th~ "Australian and New 
Zealand Army Corps." He showed 
us why this bnding was so marvel
lous as' to be written in the annals 
·of the Great War. This was the clay 
when our \vonderful untrained, un-

tried troops received their baptism 
of fire at the hands of the Turks at 
Gaba Tepe. 

GIRLS' RALLY. 

On Sunday. May 3, a number of 
girls attended a service given by 
the Austral ian Ch'ltrch Congress at 
the Majestic Theatre. 

Mrs. T;larrington Lees conducted 
.the service, and Bishop Stevens 
gave an inter.esti-ng lecture, ·in which 
he etnphasi secl the n_ecessity of 
upholding the lofty ideals and 
morals of British womanhood. 

He added that we must never 
imagine that the conclusion of our 
school life will mean liberty, for it 
is then that duty and conscience 
become our hardest taskmasters. 
His helpful words impressed us 
deeply. 

SEJ,\MEN'S l'Y£ISSJON NOTES. 

Thi · year we have 25 member.
a better roll than last term. 

On April 1 Miss Brown came out 
to speak to the girls. There w.as a 
larR"e attencl•ance. \lYe were all very 
interested to hear how the sai lo·rs' 
we lfare was watch~d. 

B-esides regular members, we have 
a number of non-members who have 
promised t o . upport us in collec
tions of papers and magazines. 



10 THE RUYTONIAN. 

RUYTON BRANCH SCHOOL. 

At the end of last year Miss 
Doretta H eclcle rwick, who has car
ried on the Branch Kindergarten for 
the last five years, was obliged to 
give up her work, and it was neces
sary to find new premises for th e 
School. The v illa at the end of 
A'Beckett was secured, and the 
little Ruy to·1 Branch is happily 
installed th ere. There are 22 
children on the roll at present, and 
more are coming next term. l\Iiss 
MacGrath, a member of the Froebel 
Institute, London, has taken charge 
of th e School, and has bee n Yery 
ably assisted by M i s tephenson, 
from Mooroolbeek Training School. 

t the end of thi s term the chil
dren were a!lxious to invite their 
parents to see their work, and as 
there was not enough room at the 

School, lr ·. Bare lay yery kindly 
allowed them to have their little 
breaking-up ::tt her house. It vvas a 
perfectly lovely party, in beautiful 
surroundings, and we wi ll always 
r emember Mrs. Barclay's kindness 
to us. 

LIBRARY NOTES. 

This term, although we have some 
Yery good books in the Library, we 
have only te:1 members. .vVith Miss 
Lancaster's help we hope to put in 
new books which will interest all 
th e girls . \Ne are not a.ble to 
enlarge our collection as much as 
we would like owing to our small 
membership list. If the g irls would 
only give us their support we would 
be pleased to put in books by their 
favourite authors. \Vith this term's 
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subscription s we are go ing to 
h t1y "Scaramouche," by Sabatini: 
" Hilary O n H er O wn ," by :M a bel 
Barn es Gruncly; "Betty Zane," by 
Zane Grey; ''The Ri ght of \Y ay," 
by Gilbert Parker. 

\ Ye w ish to th ank Mrs. T o del fo r 
her g ift of " i\lrs. T ubby," a nd l\I eg 
l\ fci\V illiam for " Littl e \\' omen," 
"A T roubl eso me Godchild ," " ."\ 
Da ughter of th e Sea," "April C irls," 
"The Childhood of H clcn ." 

Libraria ns : M eg McV/illiam. 
Mollie Gibbs. 

CHARITY NOTES. 

So fa r we have not clo ne \·erv 
much toward s ·th e charit y part 0'£ 
our work thi s yea r, but we ha\" C 
arra nged to belp th e Burn lcy Fre~ 
K ind ergarten and th e Children's 
]-] os pi ta l. 

S ixty-t wo g irl s in th e School ha\"C 
offered to make littl e (rocks for th e 
B urnley F ree K md erga rtcn , and 
have been g iven th e mate ria l. \\ "c 
a lso have hac! a book-clay to co llect 
books to be sent to the pehpl c in th e 
back country who a re not abl e to get 
books. 

\\ ' e hope to g ive t he Chi ldre n's 
J-l ospit"cll something fr r, m th e fu nds 
of th e Junior Dramati c, whi ch is to 
be held next term. 

D . Carnegie. 

CONFIRMATION. 

Canon Sutton wishes to announce 
tha t th e Confirmation Classes w ill 
begin next t-erm. 

PUBIC EXAMINATIONS. 

Leaving Hr.mours. 
E ng li sh.- M . Shannon. 
F rench.- B. Begg. 

Leaving Pass. 
E ng lish.- r\. Brown, P. Druce, M. 

Swinburne. 
Hi story .-A. Brown. 
F rench.-A. Brown, P. D ruce, M. 

Swinburnc. 
Gcography.- A. Brown, P. Druce. 

In termed; ate. 
E ng lish.- M. D crham , P. Hoclg

man , E. Kay, N. Love. M. Maca llis
te r, M. Mc \Nilliam , E. Mann er -Sut
ton , H . McCrac, I. Y-ounger . 

History.- 1\IT. D erham , P . Hodge
man, E. K ay, N . L ave, M . Mac·al
lis ter, M . McvVilli am, E. Mann ers
Sutton, H . McCrae, I. Younger.· 

l'rench.- M. D erham, P. H odge
man, N . L ov e, E . 1\IJanners-Sutton, 
1-l. McCrae, .i . Younger. 

Geography. - M. D erham , E. 
l\f ann ers-Sutton , H. l\ fcCrac, I. 
Younger. 

Ph ysiology. - M. D erham , P. 
H ocl geman, H. M cCrae, I. Y oun ger. 

Arithmetic. - P . H odgeman, l\11. 
Skcrtchl y, I. Younger. 

L a tin.- 1. Younger. 
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BASKET-BALL NOTES. 

vV e have only had one basket-ball 
match so far this year. \Ve went 
up to Clyde on Saturday, l\Jay 2, 
with a temporary team, although 
few alterations have ,been made. vVe 
were defeated, 22 goals to 11. The 
passing of our opponent was quick 
and sure, making us realise how 
unsystematic our game •has been. 
Miss Gawler is coaching es 
in basket - ball. The team so 
far is :-I. Younger, N. Derha m, 
] I. l\1 cCrae, B. Thwaites, V. Van
delcur, M. Derham and E. Kay: J. 
and P. Martin playing in the wings 
at Clyde, Verna playing centre, and 
Syh·ia Knox-Knight assistant goal. 

BASEBALL NOTES. 

Last year we had the bad luck to 
lose our captain, Alison Brown, 
whom we h::tvc had for two years. 
\Ye also lost four of our School 
team. In our pennant matches we 
ha\'e not been at a ll successful, but 
in the last match, arrainst St. 

atherine's, e\'eryone played very 
much better, so we still live in hopes 
that we may improve very much 
before our next matches in the third 
term. 

Much more interest has been taken 
in baseball since the House system 
was instituted, as we have now very 
exciting !louse matches. This giyes 
the juniors a chance to gain expc:ri
ence in teams which will be of use 

to the School in the future. There · 
are some quite promising junior 
players in the House teams. 

In the School team the hitting i·-· 
very weak; this w ill have to be im
prO\'ed very much before we can 
hope to compete successfully ag;ainst 
the strong pitching of the other 
schools. Our pitching also is weak, 
l\fary Derham being the on ly good 
pitcher. Any girls who have any 
idea of pitching will have to prac
tise a great deal before the return 
matches, o we may have two or 
three strong pitchers to relieve 
Mary, as no girl should pitch a whole 
match. The throwing is erratic, and 
the fielding is slow ly improving, 
thongh the girls are not quick 
enough in fie lding the ball, then 
throwing it. 

\\'e also had a baseball match 
against Clyde . A lthough we were 
defeated we had a very enjoyable 
clay. 

The team for 1925 is :-M. Der
ham, M. Gibbs, A. • utton, H. 
l\J cCrae, N. Derham, S. Knox
Knight, N. Riley, S . Brown, E. 
Kay . 

RUNNING NOTES. 

\Ye were unfortunate in losi ng 
some of last year's team, bpt this 
year's team on the whole is fair ly 
good. The team consists of E. Kay, 

I. 1\fitchell, B. Calclwell, K. Cook, 
H. i\lcCrae, A. l\foran, B. Thwaites 
and S. Knox-Knight (captain ). 

• 
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Toorak College and Camberwell 
Grammar invited us to run at their 
sports. T oorak held theirs on Satur
day, March 21. Owing to the rain, 
only the inter-School events were 
hetd, Toorak w inning both the 
events, Ruyton coming fourth. In 
the flat race A loran ran well, but 
fai led to gain a place. 

Cam berwel! Grammar Sports w er,e 
held on Friday, '!"arch 28. Ruyton 
failed to gain a place in either the 
Flag or the Flat Race. 

'vVe hope to be more successful at 
our own sports. 

TENNIS N OTES . 

This term we lost both our pen
nant matches. The results were:-

Toorak defeated Ruyton, 47 games 
to 21. 

Fintona clefecttecl Ruyton, 43 games 
to 37. 

"\\' e have had several practices 
against other schools :-
l\ I. L.C. defeated Ruyton , 36 games 

to 18. 
R uvton defeated St. Cather ine's, 29 

- games to 25. 
1n a practice match against Tin

tern, the first four won 32- 24 
games : again st Clyde we were de
feat ed, 45-30 games. 

The second four came a draw (19 
all) in a match against St. Andrew's, 
but lost in the return match by two 
ga mes. 

The Juni or VIII have made a 
good start by defeating St. 

Catherine's Junior VIII, 34 games 
to 26. 

Domthy Carnegie, Sylvia Knox
Knight and N ell Mitchell are being 
coached by Mr. England. 

On Saturday, May 2, the first four, 
with the exception of Audrey Sut
ton, went up to Clyde with th~ other 
t eams for the day. The first pair, 
M. Derham and H. McCrae, played 
very well. Their scores ·were 3-6, 
6-4, against the first pair, and 4-6, 
6--5, against the second pair. The 
second pair, D. Carnegie and N. Der
ham, were not as successful in their 
sets . 

Tennis House matches have 
oTeatly addeJ to th e interest in the 
game, and the wall is frequently in 
use. 

More concen tra tion is necessary 
at the practices, and also more wall 
practice, in Jrder to improve back
hands. 

We wish t ·J thank Miss P rice for 
th e interes t she has taken, and for 
arranging practices against other 
schools; also Miss Gaw ler, for tak
ing us up to Clyde. 

N . Derham. 

GIRL GUIDE NOTE S. 

Our Guide Company has in creased 
r-apid ly s ince the last issue of the 
"Ruytonian." Vi/e also haYe a new 
patro l-"Vlaratah." . 

Miss Swinburne left us at th e end 
of last year, and we have received a 
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very interes ting let ter from her. 
Mi ss Dav ies took over th e Guide 
work, but lately, owing to other 
work, she ha s been unable to give 
the Guides mt.:ch time. J cxt term 
we understand that Miss Thewlis is 
going to help us . 

Our Patrol lead ers and seconds 
now look ve ry gay with their white 
lanyards, i. e., w hite co rds with a 
whistle at the end. 

Five leaders and seconds, viz. , 
Norma Derham, Verna Vanclcleur , 
Alison Alsop, J oce!y n Helli ca r and 
N a ncy Godclard, were invited to 
spend an eve ning with the 2nd K ew 
Guides, but only th e las t three were 
a bl e to go. \'V e had a mos t enjoy
able tim e, and we shall take this 
opportunity of thanking them. 

Next term we hope to see many 
more m embers, a nd at least one new 
Patrol. 

A I ison Alsop. 
V ern a Vandeleur. 

TRIP TO CLYDE. 

TheTe w1.s great exc itement 
amongst us when we heard of the 
inv itation to Clyde. The clay was 
fixed for Saturd ay, M ay 2, and so 
th e teams for Clyde had to be cho. en 
hastily. \Ve were not so delighted 
with the id ea of rising early-4.30; 
but as it was for our own enjoyment 
we all arrived at the station in time 
for the train . 

'Ne left Kew in l\•fi ss Gaw ler's 
care, a t 6.10 (whil e it was s till 
dark) , and a rrived at Spencer Street 

station 111 t ime for the train to 
\\"oodend. From that s tation we 
went to Clyde in two cars . The 
road s were rather a larming, but 
lu ckily the drivers were e ffi cient, 
and we arrived a t the Sc•hool with
out mishap. VV e were now very cold 
and hungry, and quite ready for the 
a bundant murning tea which was 
handed round, after dancing in the 
"nursery" whi ls t we waited for t he 
baker. 

The girl proYecl good hostesses, 
and we were thoroughly warmed by 
10.30, when we all trooped clown to 
the t enni s co urts. The Clyde g irls 
were well w rapped up ii1 coa ts and 
rugs, and looked as if th ey were a ll 
going to the South Pole, but they 
were proved right, as it \\·as. ve ry 
cold for the o nlookers. The Ruy
ton four were defeated, but not \\"i th
out a trugglc. The second pair was 
beaten by the Clyd e 2nds . 6--3, 
6--4, and thry a lso los t to th e first 
pair, 6-0, 6- 4. The games of the 
Ruyton firs t pair were 6--3. 4-6, 
against Clyde fir s ts, and 6-4. S- 6, 
t o th e others . 

Afte r th e tc: nnis we return ed to 
the house, where we danced aga 111 
until lun ch was announced. .'\fter 
the meal we I eft th e room in pai rs, 
which was rather an ord eal for most 
of us. 

The ba ket-ball match \\·as th e 
n ext item on the programm <·, but 
here again Ruyton was defeated, th e 
scores being 22 goals to 11. B ut we 
were not very clisappointecl in our 
play, as we had only had a coupl e 
of practices, and the tea m \\'a. still 
ra th er unsettled. 
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A three-qt, ;o~rter of a mi le walk, 
after that, took us to th e baseball 
field, w here we were ab le to have a 
short rest , as we learnt th at the ball 
had been forgotten. But none of 
us distinguished ourselves in the 
match, and we were defeated by 33 
r uns to 3. 

Vv e were not sorry to get back to 
the House ou ~ of the wind and cold, 
and here our ::pirits were revived by 
a substantia l afte rnoon tea. t•he 
cakes of wh ich (made at th e Clyde 
Girls' Cooking ·Class) were truly 
acceptable. But it was not long 
before we were informed that it .was 
nearly tim e t rl go, a nd , being afraid 
of mi ssing tra ins, we soon had our 
hats and coats on a nd were saying 
good-bye to the g irls and thanking 
them an d JVJ iss Tu ,·kcr for entertain
ing us so well. \\ ' e return ed our 
opponents' cheer ~; with a ll o ur might 
a nd th en clambered into th e cars . 

After ano th er 1'erve-racking ex
perience we reac hed the s tation 
safely, and left in t:1e train for M cl
bo urn e. 

\\' e a rri ved at o ur res pec ti ve 
homes thoroughly tired ou t, but 
happy, for .we had enjoyed our clay 
a t Clyde very much, a lth ough we 
bad not been victori ous. 

THE STAFF. 

Past and Present. 
Miss A. C. Robinson has taken 

?1 1 i~::; Dcrham.'s Dlacc on the staff. 
Miss ·Thewlis join ed th e staff last 

term . 

Miss K. Snowball has rejoined the 
Ruyton 'i taff after a tr ip to England. 

Miss Vere MacGrath has taken 
charge of th e R uyton Branch School 
in P rin cess S treet. 

Miss Woodyatt has join ed t he 
staff of F irbank. 

Miss Muriel Phillips was married 
in the last term t o -:\Jr. Rodney 
N ightin ga le. 

Miss Thelma Jarrett has joined 
th e staff a t '\ i\Tarwick. 

Mrs. Benson is teaching at A ll 
Saints', St. K ilda. 

Miss Ethel Rogers has re tu rn ecl 
f rom England and has resumed work 
in -:\le lbour;J e. 

Mrs. Thomas has left T oorak Col
lege and is li vin g in Camberwell. 

Monsieur Roue! is carrying on 
the wo rk fom1cr ly done by Madame 
L iet. 

Miss Dorothy Derham is in E ng
land. Tn a recent letter she says, 
·· vle had a lovely clay at \ Vinclsor, 
w here we saw a ll the State apart
ments. The magnificence of th ese 
p laces f:?·oes to my head. It 
was ra mJn g a littl e, so we 
did not g-et th e fu ll bcat1ty 
a nd extent of th e v1ew from 
th e ~orth T erra ce. Bowevcr, we 
co uld see Eton and its Chape l. \Ve 
climbed to the top of the Round 
Tower am id usual puffin g and bl ow· 
ing, but were rewarded at th e top 
by th e ve ry good view of the Cas t le 
a nd its to wers. VV e were condu cted 
round th e . tables by a g room in a 
canary-colo tJJ·ed waistcoat, who 
showed us th e poni es the K ing rides 
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in Scotland, and other horses; the 
Riding School where the R oyal chil
dren learn to ride; the carriages, 
sleighs, lanclaus, etc., that were used 
by Queen Victoria, and a very beau
tiful set of harness inlaid with por
cupin e quill s, given her by Prince 
. \lbert. \Ye just went into the 
Great Park. The weather was too 
uncertain to walk about much in the 
open. l'nfortunately, St. George's 
Chapel was undergoin g repairs, and 
only part of the nave was open to 
v isitors." 

MADAME LIET. 

To sit clown in th e study to write 
about the life' and work of :\fadame, 
whose wonderful and vital person
a lity is gone •from it for e,·e r, is 
a lm ost more tha n I can bear. Every 
\ Y eclnesday for more than 35 years, 
w ith unfailin g recrularity, saw 
:\ladame at Ruyton. She came full 
of strenuous energy to her work, 
w hi ch in her eyes was perhaps the 
on ly work in th e school which mat
tered. w:.Iadame's French" had to 
he done no matter what happened, 
a nd to · man y g irl s, especially to 
th o~e without a good knowledge of 
th e French tongue, \\' cdn esday was 
a clay of terror . " 11ags for :\faclame" 
will wake an echo in many a h eart . 
It meant th at a certain topi c was not 
t o be broached at French com ·crsa
tion by any one excep t th e bagger. 
For who does not recollect th e awful 
sinkin g !feeling· that pervaded your 
fram e when th e girl before yr.J tl 

s tumblingly embarked on the very 
thing you had been storing up in 
your own heart to say, and 
::\Iaclame ·s " Prochaine" found yotr 
with your mind a blank and such 

socia l ame111t1 CS as "aim ez vo us les 
fl eurs· · absolutely taboo I To the 
youn ger and more or less unregen
erate g irl s :\ladame ,,·as a source of 
very real terror . It was only when 
th ey reached the senior form s and 
came to kn ow her better that terror 
gave way to love and that real 
frienclsh i p began. I suppose there 
has never been a woman who had a 
larger circle of ,,·arm and admirin g 



THE RUYTONIAN. 17 

fr iends, the majo rity of whom w ere 
fo rm er pupil s, tha n Madam e Liet. 
She had a wonderful gift fo r fri end
ship. Every det ail, no m atter how 
tri 1·ia l, in th e li fe of her fri ends, was 
o'f interest t o her, and her memory 
fo r all that con cerned th em was 
rea lly marvellous w hen th e number 
of her fri ends is t aken into account. 

:\Jaclame's amaz ing energy was 
not always direct ed into cha nnels of 
wo rk. Her powers of enj oying life 
were g rea ter th an thos~ of most of 
he r fri end s. No schoo l fun ction was 
complete with out her. l-1 er genuine 
li Ye in terest in her girl s made all 
t heir doin gs of th e intensest interest 
t o her, and th eir enterta inm ents 
ah1·ays r eceived her most generous 
support . 

Madame was bo rn in Roc he!fo r t, 
Charen te, in F rance, a nd ca me to 
:\ lelbo urne wh en a mere g irl to be 
ma rried to :\Ions ieu r L iet . After h 
vvas injured in the J olim ont railw ay 
accid en t, :\1aclam e too k up teaching, 
whi ch she carri ed on till her las t 
illn ess began . F o r many years she 
a nd :\Jonsienr L iet li ved with th eir 
da ughter l\I a ri e at "Charente," 
J:ri g-hton. Th eir ho me was always 
open to th eir fri end s , and ma ny 
people w ill remem ber th e jolly Sun
days spent th ere. 

.-\ li fe like th a t of Mada me Li et 
w as no ordinary on e. Until th e last 
fe w years she enj oyed nnusu1l 
p hys ical health and streng th . She 
li1·ed every minute of her life. 
E 1·erythin g she di d was charac ter
ised b1· a ra re vitality and intens ity . 
\\' her~ she loved she IO\·e cl . and 

where she hated_jhow she hated! 
Absolutely straight in all her deal
ings , she despised crookedness in 
others . All the difficulties and 
troubles o f her life w ere faced with 
a courage as unflinching as it was 
conspicuous. The time when she 
appeared mos t truly despondent was 
w hen the Germa n · were marching 
on Pa ri s . This courage did not fail 
her durin g th e pain and weariness 
of her las t illness, and those who 
saw her at ' 'C helm er" durin g th e 
pas t three month s were thankful to 
hear th at th e end bad come and that 
lVJadame was at res t. 

H. Daniel!. 

THE FIRST DAFFODIL. 

O nce upon a time, in th e middle 
of a huge fores t, th ere was th e 
s weetes t littl e fa iry dell (any way, 
J3a rbara th ought so) . That was 
the nam e of th e little girl w ho 
li ved there with her m.other, in th e 
sweetest littl e co ttage. One day, 
Barbara ' mbth er fell ill , and never 
go t better. That sam e night th e 
fairi es visited Barbara, and she 
said, " D o turn me into a fait-y, 
because I will be so lon ely. " 

They answered her. " VIe cannot 
do that, but we wi ll turn you i11to a 
daffodil." 

So th at t s how th e daffodil cam e 
to be. 

[arjorie Carroll. 
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CROSS-WO RD PUZZLE. 

Clues . 
. \ C I{OSS 

2. Breaker of R u yton Boarders' Sleep. 
5. A. Class on Tuesday Afternoon. 
9. A Popular Poem. 

15. P>tr-t or a v.r~ok. 

17. The Gar-den er's Pet. 
20. A " 'ell-known Souncl to n.ll Schoolgirls. 
24. Pruclt>nt. 
!!6. Three 'Yords l{nown by all Ruyton Girls. 
2~. Donf' with Ruyton Gir-ls' Brains. 
31. To Conocle. 
32. tcflr-th. 
:l:l. To Mov e Q u ickly. 
:~ 4. li"irst Person, Sing. , of To Owe (Abbrv.). 
:t5. Procl uct of Coal. 
:t7. Parent (Abbrv.). 
:lll. P 1 od u ct of Coal. 
42. A 'Vooclen Yessel. 
43 . Age<l. 
H. 11oal'(lers' Sunday Br-eakfast. 
45. Beauty of the Playing Field. 
46. A Pronoun. 
48. In this Place. 
49. Age of ;\!any Ruylon Girls. 
50 . A broacl. 
52. " ' ithout ~loislur e. 

53. To Disturb. 
54. Cords. 
57. Initials of Three Important Vie. 'l."owns. 
58. Hoy's :"'ame (Abb•·v.). 
59 . An Ji:xclamatlon. 
60. A Co n veyan ce. 
62. An Assoc iatio n of Austrn.lia (Abbrv.). 
Ga. 1 1art of th e Foot. 
65 . l nactive. 
GG. fi' e w (Fr.). 
67. \\' e ll Known. 
59. A Poi n t. 
70. To ,Depart. 

Initials or a Girl In IIIb. 

7~. A Pronoun. 
74. T o Knoclc 
75. B irds (Fr.). 
77. E:ngland's Capita l a n d Two Importa nt 

Rive r s (Initia ls). 
78. H e •·e (F1·.). 
SO . Si n gly, 
82. Boy's Xame (Abb1·v. ). 
84. Initials of A ustraJian Poet Reve,·sed. 
85. Initi a ls of Famous P oet. 
86 . ' l'ht·ee l~ u t·opean Capitals. 
87 . G irl' s ~ame. 

89. Small Particle . 
91 . ~one. 

!l2 . !Tre n c h for Day. 

))0\\'X 

1. One o f a Company of Ruyton Girls. 
2. A !\ I ru·sh. 
~ - A Difficulty to Ruylon Editors. 
4: A Schoo l S ubj ect. 
5. T eacher. 
6. Tru P. 
7. Un lim ited . 
8. P•·e fects . 
9. t.:n lil<e. 

10. U nab le to H ea1·. 
11. A 'l'a ll Ruylon G it· l. 
1 2. EffOI't, 
J:l. Most U npop ul a r French V e rbs. 
14. A Magazine R ead by a ll R u yto n Girl&. 
·15. A Ruyton O ff e n d er 's P u nishm e n t. 
1 G. Tni tial s Connected with Dates. 
18. Yo u- O icl l"ashionec( 
1!). F'olcling Doo r of Assembly R oom. 
21 . Pa1·t of th e Verb To Be (Fr. ). 
22. Noisy--How R u yto n Girls C h eer. 
2:1. A B u sy Corner at R ecess '11 i me at Ruylon. 
25. (' h ee rle>ss. 
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27. How Ruyton Girls a r e in their Worlc 
29. To Perceive. 
30. Pronoun. 
40. Employed. 
41.. Beauty of th e Playing F i eld. 
44 . State (Fr. ). 
47. Hessions (F'r.). 
51. .-\. F:~ vo urite Garden R esort. 
55 . Distinction of :l\la l e a nd F etna le . 
56. Plat(onn. 
59. V e ry Sweet Substance. 
6l. .\ Light of the Sl<y. 
64. Smooth. 
68 . Octagon (Abbrv. ). 
79. Preposition. 

THE SUN. 

The sun is slow ly risi ng, 
And the birds begin t o sing; . 

The bees start on their daily work 
For the honey they must bring. 

They fly from flower to flower, 
Sucking hon ey 1from ea·ch one, 

From the Pansy and the Sunflower, 
VVith its face turned towards the 

sun. 

The ·un, it travels farther 
:Across the clear blue sky. 

And the flowers in the garden 
Gaze at the sun so high. 

G. f\tVickham. 

81. A lkaline, Sa lt. 
83 . 'rwo Points of a Cmnpass. 
SS. Initials R e v·e r·sed of a Girl in Vc. 
90. Initi a ls of a Section of the Military 

F or ces. 
91. Two Po ints of a Compass. 
9:!. D emonstrative Adject ive. 
!)4. At First. 
95. You-Old Fashioned. 
96. "l!:mploys . 
!)7. 'l'o F'inish. 

98. A G irl's Name. 
99. A Tool F o uncl In a ll Ruyton Classrootn s. 
100 . Yes. 

LIFE. 

The silvery laugh of an elfin child, 
Or a baby's happy smile; 

T hese are enough to make life seem 
Really quite worth while. 

The swirl and ru sh of a mountain 
stream, 

Or the fountain 's splashing sound; 
These are enough to make us feel 

That joys of life abound . 

The warmth and g low of th e kindly 
su n, 

O r the light of the silver moon: 
These are what make us cry aloud 

That death comes all too soon. 

E.L. 
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T o do is better than to die, 
T o fail if you have had a t ry, 
J s n ot as if you had no t don e 
Your ve ry best ; you might have 

won . 
There is th at chan ce. 13nt if y ou 

shirk 
A nd do not e'en a ttem'pt the work, 
Then blame is yours, a coward's 

deed, 
'\Vith ·can't be both ered for hi s creed. 

hI yes . and it is better fa r 
T o jump, and stumble at th e bar, 
Than jnst to look a nd see its heig ht 
A nd ba lk with apprehen sive fright. 
\ lYe mus t rise o'er th e ills o:f life; 
• rot let th em beat us in the strife. 
If we'r e prepared to pay th e pri ce 
A nd try, we'll gain our paradise . 

E.L. 

'TtHE H A W'ii'H0.RN ROBI'N S. 

~!Ir . and Mrs. R obin R eel Breast 
li ved in a ha 11·t ho rn hedge in a snug 
little nest maJ.e of c\ rjec\ moss and 
dea d le.aves lin ed wi th ha ir . 

It w as vVinter now and th e snow 
lay thick on -the ground, an d ·all th e 
oth er birds had tl 6 wn to warm er 
countries fo r the \ \' inter . But, as 
you kn ow, R obins like th e snow, 
and S 1l ~Ir. a nd l-f rs . R obin stayed 
a t home. 

. t last Spring came and ?11 r s. 
R obin laid fi ve w hite eggs speckled 
with lig-ht red, and ".\Jr. and ".\frs. 

R obin were very proud of them. 
A fter a time the eggs broke open 
and out hopped fi ve baby birds. 
T hen l\I r. and :Yirs . R obin had to 
t each them to fly, and th ey learnt 
ve ry quickly. \\'hen t hey were old 
enough th ey fl ew away and found 
mates of th eir own, and made nes ts 
of th eir ow n, where they hatched 
m any more Baby Robin Red Drea. t s. 

Cloda Blake. 

A DREAM. 

There came t o me a dream of life, 
Of this our life so real and true ; 

So vivid of its peace and strife, 
Of g reatn ess as I little kne\Y. 

Th e dream has long since passed 
a nd gone, 

Dut left me its r emembrance cl ear, 
T hat life is not all light and song, 

Nor selfi shn ess ancl 'fear. 

K. Cook. 

~ . S . ''Orama," 
Monday, February 9. 

D ear Miss D anie\1-
I am havin g a simply beauti ful 

tim e. \V e sp ~nt Saturday afternoon 
and evening in Cairo, wh ile th e ship 
w ent through th e cana l. V\T e left 
th e ship a t Suez, a nd caught th e 
t rain for Cairo about 9 o'clock. 'vVe 
go t t o Cairo about 1. \\' e couldn ' t 
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find a car to take us round, and the 
g uide had many words with the 
chauffe urs of different cars, but they 
seemed to be long to the wrong 
hotels. They soon get their tempers 
up if any thing goes wrong, and 
speak in a loud voice with much ges
ticulating and fl ash in g of t eeth. \ V e 
finally got a car that had just been 
paint ed, so we got black stuff a ll 
over us. First we went to the won
derful museum. The things from 
Tutankhamet~'s tomb we re specially 
lovely. A ll the beautiful a labaster 
vases had not been cleaned, nor had 
a nything been cl on e to them, and 
they are just like new. Thet·e were 
several trunks for them to k eep th eir 
c lothes in. The chari ots were the 
most beautiful , a ll th e backs of them 
inla id with some un spcll able, unpro
nounceable s:uff, ·omething like this 
-lapus lazuli--a.ll the most beautiful 
and brilliant colours. The chariots 
h ad rubber tyt es, w hich is pretty good 
for 3000 years B.C., I think ; don't 
you ? Som e of the things had only 
been in the museum five clays. The 
nmmmies were awfully funny. The 
queens still have their hair on. 
They are put in about four mummy 
cases, each one bigger than th e l a~ t , 
before th ey are put in the great btg 
box. T 'he biggest of these boxes 
must be about four feet high and 
seven feet lcmg. Tutankhamen was 
a very little cha p, and di ed when 
abo ut twenty-four. \ V e saw the 
tailor's dummy, from which his 
c lothes were measured. It was m·ade 
of sycamore wood-most of the 
things are. 1 t is ve ry hard , and that 

is w hy the thin gs have las ted so 
well. 

After the museum we went out to 
th e pyramids of Ghizeh, w·hich a re 
only about three miles from Cairo. 
\Ne got on camels for the last mile. 
My man let me drive min e myself. 
It is just like a horse to guide. He 
told my fortune on the way. \1\T e 
saw a man run up and dovvn a pyra
mid ; it only took him about ten 
minutes. The sphinx looks very 
small until you are right nea r it, 
because it is in a hollow. '0/ e had 
our photos taken there, and then 
went back again . It is a very quee r 
sensation when the camel gets down; 
his front legs go first , and you 
think you are going t o shoot over 
hi s head. \11.T e had t ea at Mena 
House, and th en, on the way back 
to Cairo, th e car ran out of petrol. 
Another was passing, and seemed 
quite willing to take us along until 
he discovered we were "Cookies"; 
then he was very unwilling, bnt 
after more quavrelling and gesticu
lating in the rniddle of the road, they 
patted each oth'er on .the back and 
off we se t back to the hotel. \ Ne 
got another c-ar to the mosque, 
which i a simply gorgeous place. 
You have to put on s lippers before 
you go in . The man put one huge 
one on m e, and one to fit, so it was 
a bit awkward. The mosque is only 
100 years old , and after it was built 
the -Khedive cut off the architect' s 
right arm so that he could not build 
anoth er. There is a most wonderful 
Turkish carpet on the floor, and 
hundred s of electric lights, -almost 
touching. The Khedive in whose 
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re ig n it was built is t he only person 
bur ied there. It has not bee n used 
fo r ten years, w hen th e g ra ndson of 
th e above K hedive was sent away 
f rom Egypt lJy t he B riti sh. From 
outside we lu td a m ost gorgeous 
b in l' s-eye view of Cairo, w ith a ll it s 
mosq ues and m ina rets, and t he 1il e 
in the di s tance. Then we went to 
nat i,·e bazaars, w here we had a 
love ly tim e an d boug ht lots of 
t h ings . T he man in a shop gave 
me a necklace for buy ing so many 
t hi ngs. \\'e went into a perfum e 
store a nd smelt t he fa mous a tta r 
of roses. It was lovely, bu t about 
two drops cos t s yo u £5. \\ ' e wen t 
to t he hotel for d in ner th en. \\' c 
coul dn' t go to Shepheard's, beca use 
i t was so h1ll of A m erican . . \ Ve 
saw som e peopl e trying to chip 
pi eces of stone off th e mosq ue, so I 
suppose those were th ey . 

\ \'e m et som e fri ends a t d inn er , 
a nd they told us a ll about Sir L ee 
S tack. It seems to have hit the 
E ng li sh people ver y ha rd. H e had 
no escort, and there were eig ht 
peopl e w ith g uns: twenty-four shot s 
were fired . I t w as very n ear to the 
hot el w here he was kill ed . T hey 
said t hat thirty prominent men h ave 
been killed lately, and they kn ew all 
of th em w ell . othing has been 
cl one, although som e of the m en w ho 
shot Stack a rc supposed to b e 
known. There a re t o be el ection s in 
a short tim e, a nd i f th e P remier tha t 
was sent away does no t get in ther e 
w ill be m ore trouble. It is a ll the 
s tudents . There is a beauti ful eques
tri an statue of Ism ail P asha in th e 

O pera S quare outside the hot el. I 
t hink he w a5 the man that spent 
the tremendous amount of money , 
w as n' t he? \Y c were s upposed to 
pass through Tcl-e l-K cber on th e 
way to Por t Said, but I didn 't sec it. 
\\ ' e left Cair0 about 7 o'clock, and 
it was ve ry m ist y . \\" e saw th e sun 
ri s ing over Cairo and the palm trees. 
VI' c went a long bes ide th e ca nal for 
about the last h\' C mil es. lt is won
de rful , is n' t it ? There were hun
d reds of armed soldi ers about 
everywhere- F.ngli sh, Sco t t ish and 
nati ve. 

\ Ve a re p ao.sin g Cr ete now. A ll 
th e mounta ins a rc snow-capped . I 
don' t think much of th e M eel iter
ranean blu e. 

Yours s incerely, 

Margaret Swinburne. 

La ngham H ot el, 
P ortland Place, L ondon, W .I. 

Friday , F ebrua ry 29. 

I am sendin g a picture of W el
ling ton 's m eeting w ith Blucher on 
t he battl e fi e lc:. I thoug ht it w ould 
be nice to hang somewhere in the 
School, as it is som ething like the 
o thers that you gaye us fo r the 
classrooms. It should com e by th e 
sam e ma il as this letter . I am hav
in g a lovely tim e in London . vVe 
have been her e jus t a week. Y es
t e rday w e s pt nt a long tim e at S t . 
Pa ul's . It is going to be closed soon 
w hile they fix it, as they think it is 
a pt to fall dow n any minute. There 
is scaffolding up round the main 
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pillars . '\ Ve went ri ght up a bout 700 
s teps to the ball on the ve ry top
it is 365 £.c et hig h - and then 
clown into th e crypt. The g uide 
said that the huge bl ack marble 
casket on N elson's tom b was orig in
ally meant for Cardinal vVo lsey, but 
when he fell in to d isgrace Henry 
th oug ht he would have it en larged 
fo r him self and "Anni e Bullen"; 
that's how he p ronounced it. B ut it 
was never used unt il clson died . 
Vl ellin g ton's g rave is h ugc, and 
there is a big car. a rra ngement that 
hi s body was carried on to St . 
Paul's. It is all made of m etal from 
g un s and things used in th e b·attles 
w hich are numerated round it. Rob
erts, Garn et \ i\1 olsey a nd \ V il son, 
w ho was shot abopt three years ago, 
a re a ll buried un der pla in sla bs in 
one corner, with fl ags draped round. 
I tho ug ht St. Paul's was wond erful , 
but I think I liked Westmin st er 

bbey, and especia lly V/ es tminster 
H all, better, beca use th ey are so 
mu ch older. In th e hall it is peculi-ar 
to see the actu al places wh ere 11Vai
Jace, Charles a nd vVarren ll as ti ngs 
stood fo r th eir tria ls , and th e place 
where C'harles w ent throug h the 
wall and all th e cloisters to th e 
House to try and arres t t he mem
bers. It is so huge tha t I don' t know 
how Charl es heard hi s sentence, if 
the court sat a t the oth er encl. 

I liked the U nknow n \ Varrior 's 
g rave best in th e Abbey; it is spl en
did- just the big b rass pla te in th e 

midd le of t he floor with the beauti 
ful in scription. T here are two huge 
elephant's tusks from Africa and 
always plenty of fl ow ers. America 
has sent t heir mos t valuabl e decora
tio n, w hich is hung on the wall near 
it. 

O n \ Volfe 's tomb there a rc two 
beautiful flags, sent from Canada; 
but Clive has only a tiny thin g in 
the wall. l don' t think it 's fa ir! 

'vVe went to Ye O ld Cheshire 
Cheese for lunch yes terday, and had 
ye famous p ie; it was splendid . \1\Tc 
saw Doctor J ohn son's chair and di c
tionary, and some orig inal editi ons 
o f D ickens' bcoks. T here was a pi c
ture of Doctor J ohnson on hi s horse, 
w hich was sitting down ; he looked 
awfully scared. 

T o-day we wen t to Ca rly le's 
house, clo wn by the ri ve r. I\' e \ .vcn t 
to the church w here Henry and Jane 
Seymour are supposed to have been 
ma rried. T'lw mas Moore used to go 
there too, but they don't kn o w 
w heth er he is buried there or not . 
1\'c arc waitin g till my sister comes 
back from Switze rl a nd before w e go 
to th e Tower or th e l\1fews. I have 
been up th e F ire Monum ent and th e 
T ower Bridge, and the T ower can 
be seen quite plainly. I don' t think 
there is any more new s, a nd I love 
L ondon, except fo r the weath er. 

Y ours sincer ely, 

Margaret Swinburne. 
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3Jn ,fflemoriam 

O ld Girls who were at 
Ruyton in the ear ly nineties 
were shocked and grieved 
to hear of the s udden and 
untimely death on January 
6 of th ei r o lcl school fri end, 
Gwen 1Serj eant-\ i\Th itc . She 
en tered Rnyton on February 

11 , 1891 , and le ft in Decem
ber, 1893. :-\ftcr her mar
riage she became a journal
ist, and at th e tim e of her 
death was regarded as one 
of the most promin ent and 
gifted of the women journal
ists of !\ nstralia: The 
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''Countrym an," of which 
paper she edited th e 
" \A/ oman's Sphere,., sa id of 
her:-

''Mrs. \ iV hite was always 
ab le to see eye to eye with 
th e women on the land. She 
had personal experi ence of 
rural conditions. She could 
enter into all th e domestic 
pro blems 'of th e trial s tha t 
bese t th e women who liv e 
a way from citi es, for het
early marri ed life had been 
cas t in th e rural places. She 
was rich in experience of life 
as it affected women on the 
land . \ i\Thil e on .. T he ~ew 
Idea," she co ntributed a 
seri es o:f interesting a rti cles 
on rural industr ies. O nly 
someone with fir st -hand 
knowledge could have given 
th em snch practi cal valu e. 
Her hobby was garden ing. 
She loved grow in g things. 
As a journali st she had th e 
admiration and affection of 
all with w hom she worked. 
She ai-rn'ed at high ideals 
and would never sacri.fi ce 
th em for popularity or per
sonal gain. Once she turned 
clown a lu crati ve journalistic 
pos t becau se th e poli cy of 
th e paper did not come up 

to her standard o f mental 
morality. 

"The nobility of her char
acter withstood all the storm 
shocks of lost illusion s. She 
had clarity of vision , strength 
of purpose, tolerance and a 
wondrous kindliness that 
was constantly encouraging 
her to make every body else's 
troubles her own.'' 

Besides the "Country
man ," Mr . Serjeant..:\iVhite 
wrote for man y other Vic
torian and Interstate papers, 
such as the " Herald." and 
the " \Vestern Mail" and 
"Life ." In 1922 she was 
elected to th e V ictorian 
Committee 01D th e Austra
lian Journa lists' Association , 
being the first woman in th e 
world to hold snch a posi
tion , and was on the com
mittee at th e time of her 
death. 

All th e O ld Girls who 
were at school with Gwen 
Serjeant-\iVhite will remem
ber w ith affection her kindly, 
generous nature, and th e 
sympath y of all wi ll go out 
to her young daughter. 
Helen. who has just entered 
upon her moth er' s profes
ston. 

25 
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OLD GIRLS' N E WS. Births. 

Marriages. 

Mollie Wallace was married 
recently to Nir . \lo.,T. J. Lobb, of 
\ Voodlands, Romsey. 

On February 18, at the Presby
terian Church, Toorak, Helen Elliott 
was married to Mr. Vincent Woods. 
They are liYing in \i'limba Avenue, 
.Kew. 

On Febmary 12, at Holy Trinity, 
Kew, Hilaria Syme was married to 
:.'v[r. IZenneth Peacock, and is now 
livi ng in England. 

Dorothy Merritt has returned 
from a very enjoyable trip to the 
East. 

Shitley Howell has been in town 
for the past 1few weeks. 

Mavis Phillips (Smith) has been 
in town with her little daughter Pat
r icia-a ·chip of the old block. 

Mrs. Niall (Doodie Griffith) has 
gone 'for a trip to England. 

Kathleen W alsh has been abroad 
since 'Christmas, and has spent a 
month in Switzerland. 

Trixie Hay has made a good 
recovery from her recent severe 
ill ness. 

Mrs. Leighton (Norma Stogdale) 
has also recovered from a recent 
serious illness. 

Nellie Miller is doing good work 
as assistant secretary to the Mel
hottrnc Hospital Auxiliary. 

Janet Web:;ter (Tonge) has a 
daughter (Frances), 

Veda Peck (!Carnegie) has a son 
(John David). 

Brenda McDougall (Syme) has a 
son (Peter) . 

Maud Pearson (Hiscock) has a 
daughter (Beverley). 

Winsome Bailey (Cow en) has a 
son (Eel ward). 

Claire Connel1y (Petersen) has a 
daughter. 

E sther Law (Gib son) has gone to 
liYc at Kuala Lumpur. She has 
great trials with her ·Chinese house
boy, who, she says, doesn't t hank 
you for being kind to him. He 
doe · n "t understand it. Esther and 
her husband have gone to Colombo 
to meet ·Mr. and Mrs. Gibson, who 
will return with them to Kuala 
Lumpur. She writes that she is for
tunate to have a good ga rden round 
their bungalow. 

Margaret Swinburne is t rave lli ng 
in Europe. Extracts from her let
ters are given in this issue. 

Dr. Elvie Carnegie ts do ing 
research work at 7:urich . 

Peggy Ewing has returned from 
X ew Zealand and is doing good 
work as a volu nta ry helper at Bu rn
Icy Free Kindergarten. 

Marjorie Burnett is mat ron at 
Lowther Hall, Essendon. 

Mary Bromley (\Vatkin ) has just 
le'ft for a trip to Ch ina and Japan. 
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Cynthea Teague has passed the 
fi rs t yea r in th e co urse in Architcc
tu re. 

\\ ·e wou ld like to offe r our sym
pathy to Cara and Alison Waters 
o n the death of their fat he r, :\I r F. 
J\ . \\ 'aters. 

Emmie Whybrow JS tn the 
second yea r of her Com mercial .\rt 
Cou rsc. 

Lalla Whybrow is doin g Litho
g raphy at the Chelsea :\r t SchooL 

Mollie Shannon:, Betty Begg and 
Nancy Dewey a re doin g t he h orti
cu lture Co u rsc at I; urnl ey. 

Mary Skertchly has begun to train 
in photography. She is apprenticed 
to :\liss Ruth J-lo lli ck. 

Marjorie Cann has taken her B.A. 
degree and 1s studyin g for th e 
dip loma . 

Freda Price Ins taken her H.A. 
cl cgTee . and also her Diploma of 
Education. 

The Girl Guides at Ruyton · ;.u·e 
fu ll of enthu siasm an d a rc working 
really hard. They bad ly need a 
leader. Js there no you n cr O ld Girl 
who will volunteer to help the 
present g irl s in this matter? Of 
couc c. it m eans sac rifi ce of time 
and the expen diture of energy, but 

the happin ess and pleasure th a t 
,,·o ul d come of it would make it 
quite worth while. 

OLD RUYTONIANS' READING 
CIRCLE. 

The O ld C ;iris held th e first meet
ing of th eir R eadin g Circle at Ruy
ton o n l\'1 on cl ay, A pril 27. For 
various reaso ns ve ry fcvv of the 
m em hers were ab le to com e. T hose 
who did come were June J oshua, 
Tha is Young, .c\llcyne Cook, F reda 
Price. Nancy D ewey and J\ilary 
A rnolcl. A t th e fina l meeting, in 
N ovem bcr, 192-t, :Miss Derham read 
a pape r on "The L ife and \Vork of]. 
M. Barrie," and it was decided then 
that the first subject of study for 
this yea r should be th e works of 
Barri e. T he fi rst work chosen was 
"A \ Nindow in Thrums," a ft er 
whi ch it is proposed to do "Senti 
m enta l Tommy" and o th er nove ls, 
as well a. pl ays. 

All O ld Girl s are cordially invited 
to be present at these m eetings, 
which arc held once a month . The 
a nnual sub. cription is 1/ -, payable 
to the Sec rct<:ry, All eyne Cook. The 
next m eeting will be held on 1-lon
day, July 6, at 7.30, at Ruy ton. 

Hamsay Puh l i!> ll ing l'ty. I~td., 203-7 King St., Mf'lbourne. 
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