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THE STATE AND EDUCATION.

EDUCATION IN THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

By W. A. RusseLL, M.A.
(Inspector of High Schools.] '(

fi

Elementary Education.

Elementary education is free only in the case of those
children whose parents are unable to pay fees. - Provision
has been made for making elementary education compul-
sory between the ages of seven and 14 in any district where
the local authority may deem it expedient.

State-aided undenominational schools are opened by a
short religious exercise, but religious instruction is not in-
cluded in the curriculum. Liberal government grants are
given to cadet corps. A considerable number of denomina-
tional elementary schools receive Government grants. All
appointments of teachers must be approved by the Super-
intendent General of Education ; the curriculum is also
settled by him.

There is a regular system of inspection of schools. Every
school is formally inspected once a year, and, if possible, is
also informally visited by the inspector at least once a year.

State aid is generally granted on what is called the £ for £
principle—z.e., the local contribution must be equal to the
amount contributed by the State. )

About 73 per cent. of the white children of school-going
age are attending school. The average cost to the State
per pupil is £2. 14s. 6d.

In the larger centres of population evening classes are
provided.

Secondary Education.

Education is practically one in the Cape Colony, and the
secondary courses of instruction dovetail into the primary
course.

Liberal provision has been made for assisting poorer
students of ability through both school and college.

The State gives large grants to five colleges (one of these
is for women), and also supports an agricultural school.

Courses in law, medicine (preliminary), engineering,
mining, forestry and surveying are offered.

Teachers.

Teachers ate not Civil servants, but after five years’ con-
tinuous good service draw an extra grant and become
eligible for pensicn.

There is free passage from the lower posts in the profes-
sion to the higher. '

Several courses are open to candidates desiring to enter
the teaching profession. They may pass through the
Normal School course—there are four of these institutions—
or candidates may enter the profession by the Pupil Teacher
course. The certificates of the English, Scotch and Irish
Boards of Education are accepted, and also those of certain
other Education Boards.

General Subjects.

Government assists
libraries on the £ for £ principle.

in the establishment of school
Nearly all schools of a

permanent character have now libraries.

No assistance is given in the purchase of school text-books,
except in the case of indigent scholars.

Many schools have good museums. The Education
Department is initiating an organised system of school
gardens. Empire Day is here styled Victoria Day, and has
been officially recognised for some time.

Native Education.

The education of natives is cared for by the various
religious bodies and by the State. The churches estab-
lish and manage the schools under the superintendence of
the Department, and Government grants are made in aid
of teachers’ salaries and of equipment.

THE TEACHING OF AGRICULTURE IN THE
SCHOOLS OF VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA.
By J. P. MCLENNAN.
(Supervisor of Agriculture, Education Department, Victoria.)

Of the many efforts made by the Victorian Department
of Education during recent years to secure reality in educa-
tional methods, none is likely to produce more far-reach-
ing results than the introduction of agricultural teaching.
The developments in this branch of educational work were
made possible through the liberalising and broadening of
the syllabus by the present Director of Education, Mr.
Frank Tate, 1.S.0. The organising of this work in the
primary and agricultural schools has been in the hands of
fche Chief Inspector, Mr. Wm. Hamilton. A pleasing
feature in connexion with the introduction of agriculture
into the curriculum of the rural schools is the interest the
parents take in the work. They manifest their sympathy
and co-operation in many ways, e.g., by fencing and plough-
ing the experimental plots, and by discussing with the boys
the results of the experiments they carry out in school and
in their plots.

The work tends to the development in the pupils of inte-
rest and power, and to the acquisition of knowledge that
will be of benefit to them throughout life. They realise
that there is plenty of scope for thought and experimenta-
tion on the farm, and that a farmer’s life need not be dull
and uninteresting. They will be better farmers, and will
not be so likely to pursue wasteful methods that leave the
soil in an impoverished condition. The objective is train-
tng rather than learning : by means of experiments they
are trained to observe and deduce.

THE EXPERIMENTAL PLOTS.

The experimental plots are usually in the grounds
attached to the school. In many cases they are a quarter
of an acre in area ; in others, considerably less. In these
plots, crops are grown, and experiments carried out, that
have a bearing on the chief industries of the district.
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