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CONSTITUTION AND RULES

—————e

L Name—The Tnstitution shall be called THE VICTORIAN Asvivm
AND ScHOOL FOR THE BLIND.

II. Orsgcts.—The objeots of the Institution shall be to provide a home
for the blind, with suitable education of a religious, general, and indnstrial
character.

IIL. Mrunersair.—Every Subscriber of 108 and upwards per annum
shall be a Member of the Institution, and every Donor of £20 and upwards
a Life Member.

IV, MaxagemesT.—The Management of the Institution shall be vestad
in a President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and Secretary, with a Committee
of twelve, and such other Honorary Officers as may be from time to time
appointed. Three to form a quorum,

V. Meervce o Mesmeers,—An Annual Meeting of the Members of
the Institution shall be held in Melbonrne in the month of January, to
which a Report of the Proceedings of the previous year shall be presented,

er with an audited account of Receipts and Disbursements, and hy
which the Officers and Committee for the year thence ensning shall be
elected. Special Meetings of the Members may be called by resolution of
the Committee, or on a requisition made to them by not less than twenty
Members,

VI. Bye-Laws.—The Committee shall, as occasion may require, make,
alter, or amend Bye-Laws for the regulation of their own procecdings, for
defining the respective duties of the several Officers and Servants of the
Institution, for mninhnnmfg the domestic and scholastic order of the house,
and for fixing the charges for maintenance, education, and products of labour

VIL. Aurgration of Rures.—No Alteration of Rules, or addition
thereto, shall be made, except by a Meetinlg of the Members of the Institu-
tion, convened in aceordance with Rule No. V, Notice of such intended
alteration or addition to be given to the Committee in writing not less than
one month, and to be publicly advertised by them not less than one week
prior {o such Meeting,

—_———

FORM OF BEQUEST. -

I give and bequeath to James Moore, Eeq., Treasurer to the Victorian
Asylum and School for the Blind, or other the Treasurer of the said Asylum
for the time being, the sum of
in trust (o be wsed for the benefit of the said Asylum,
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OF THE

LADIES’ VISITING AND HOUSE COMMITTEE.

1. That the duties of the Ladies’ Committee shall embrace the super-
vision of the gemeral arrangements of the house, directing the matron as to
the employment of the girls in such domestic work as they be able to

; advising with the teacher as to the work to be taught in the
school; and with the General Committee, as to the clothing of the children,
and the general management of the Institution.

IL That for these purposes, they do arrange among themselves for
visiting the Institution by weekly rotation.

IIL. That a meeting of the whole Committee be held at the Institution,
on the Monday before first Wednesday of each month, tog;em
Report for the General Committee, check the monthly accounts
keeping, &c., and agree on any recommendations or suggestions, to be

presented through the Secretary to the General Committee. Three to form
a quorum,

During the past year twenty-three Meefings of Committee
have been held.

The Hon. George Harker attended 19 Meetings.
oore 12
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REPORT.

Frasr Annual Public Meeting, held at the Mechanics’ Institute,
Melbourne, on Friday the 23rd August, 1867, at half-past
seven p.m.

His Honor Junce Pomryax in the Chair.

Tue Committee of the Victorian Asylum and School for the Blind
beg to submit the following Report of their proceedings during the
past year.

After the Meeting held 21st August, 1866, the Committee at
once took steps to secure temporary premises in which to commence
the work of the Institution. The house in Commercial Road.
Prahran, formerly occupied by the Deaf and Dumb Institution,
was faken in the month of November last, at a rental of £100 a
year, and operations were commenced by the admission of seven
children, totally blind, from the Industrial Schools, and two
children, also blind, from the Melbourne Orphanage.

" Since then twelve children and young persons have been received,
making the number now in the House twenty-one.

The Committee have also recently received an application from
the Government for the admission of other twenty blind children,
from the Industrial School; they regret, however, that, owing to
the insufficiency of the accommodation in the present premises,
they can only receive six out of that number.



6

Of the inmates at present in the Asylum,

Five are from the Industrial School, Sunbury.

Two o ot Prinee’s Bridge.
1 o Melbourne Orphanage.

One & Eaglehawk, Sandhurst.

e

" " r}'g

" " m 2
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e

" 1 glezll"“'

5 " Smeston.

Hotham.

Melbourne Benevolent Asylum,

(1] ”

Total 21

In accordance with Rule VI, the parents of one of the pupils
pay £20 a year for maintenance and education, and half that
amount is paid by the parents for each of four other pupils.

The Committee were fortunate in being able to secure the
services of Miss Jones, a trained teacher from the Blind Institution,
Bristol, and they have every reason to be perfectly satisfied with
the progress the children have made under her care. The instrue-
tion given includes reading in raised type, according to Moon's
system, mental arithmetic, writing, spelling, and music. The girls,
in addition, are taught knitting and sewing.  Arrangements have
also been made for teaching the boys basket-making.

A male pupil teacher, also blind, attends to the boys’ class.

In commencing the work, the Committee introduced Moon's
system of teaching the Blind, that being the only one, the books
of which they could command at the time; they, however, give the
preference to Alston's Glasgow system of raised type, and instrue-
tions have been sent home for the requisite supply of books of that
character, now daily expected to hand.

The Committee are making arrangements to place the School in
connection with the Board of Education, and hope by that means,
to obtain a grant in aid of its funds, out of which to pay the
salaries of the Teachers, without trenching upon the general funds
of the charity. To carry out that objeet, and in compliance with
the conditions of the Common Schools Act, a “Local School
Committee” has been formed.

At a meeting of the subscribers, held 21st August, 1866, a list
of donations promised to that date was submitted, amounting to
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£2054 15s. 6d.; of the amount then promised, the sum of
£1909 6s. 6d. has been received, and the Committee have every
reason to think, that of the sum then promised, nearly the whole
amount will yet be received. Since the date above-mentioned,
additional donations have been received in aid of the Building Fund,
amounting to £351 1s. 10d.

The Committee have also much pleasure in stating that the sum
of £2000 has been placed on the estimates of the present year, in
aid of the Building Fund of the Asylum,

Having so far succeeded in their appeal to the public and to the
Government, the Committee have recently called for designs for a
suitable building to accommodate 120 inmates, at a cost not exceed-
ing £6000 when completed. The present intention is to erect a
portion of the building only.

In conneetion with the proposed building, the Committee beg to
state that the site granted by the Government, although an excel-
lent one, stands back from the St. Kilda Road; the frontage, about
three-quarters of an acre, having been previously sold, the Com-
mittee think it exceedingly desirable to secure this frontage, which
the owner is willing to sell at cost—about £350; for this purpose
special donations are invited.

The Committee have further toreport that asum of £305 9s. 6d.
has been reeeived to date, as annual subseriptions, towards the main-
tenance of the charity; a sum of £200 has also been received
from the Government towards the same object, for the year ending
3lst July, 1867.

The Committee have much pleasure in being able to state that,
judging from the measure of support the Institution has hitherto
received, the necessary funds for its maintenance will not be wanting.

A Ladies’ Visiting and House Committee have been appointed
who superintend the general domestic arrangements of the Asylum.

The Committee desire to bear testimony to the valuable services
rendered to the Institution by the late Hon. Secretary, the Rey.
James Mirams.

The Committee think it desirable to make the financial year of
the Asylum correspond with that of the Government; the Honor-
ary Officers and Members of the Committee will, therefore, have
to be appointed by this meeting till 31st December, 1868.
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DONATIONS FOR BUILDING FUND.
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR MAINTENANCE
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Brought forward ... £263 15 6 Brought forward .., £281
Stubbs, Oxtoby and Co. 1 1 0| Vollumand Co., J. ... 1
Smith, Dr. L. we 101 0| Victoris Lime Oo, ... 1
Smith, C, and J. ssh 1 1 0| Wilkie, Hon. Dr. e 2
Sayce, E. sae) M oaea s KNS QL WL NGRS 1
Stanway, John... .. 1 0 0| Wilson, Hardy & Co., 1866 1
Swallow and Ariell ... 010 86| Websterand Co, J. ... 1
Sewell, Isaac .. . 010 6| Williams W bivs LR
Storey, James ... ... 010 0| Woolley, A, cand Co. ... 1
Taylor, Rev. James ... 1 1 0| Wilson, I-htﬂy & Co., 1867 1
Toler, §, 0. - e 1 I'0Q Wnthm,W MLA.. 1
Turner and Gill 1 T'0] Waliter, B. . . ae
Turner and Son, James 1 1 0| Whithy and Son, E. ... 1
Tankard, John ... b 1 1 0| Williams, W, J, e 1
"Tate, F. R I ORI O ¢ AR S 1
Thwaites, T. H. we 010 0| Wise, James ... soi SN
Thistlethwaite, W. .. 010 0 | White, Patrick... .. 0
Verdon, Hon, George, Young, David ... .. 1

R - we 22 0| Small sums nnder10s.... 6
Victoria Sngnrco e 200

£305
Carried forward ... £281 6 6
DONATIONS.
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Mr. €. Macfarlane, eight-day clock; Mr. James Btephenson, eight-day
" clock; Mr. George Bencraft, 200 Ib. flour ; Hobson’s Bay Soap Company,
1 ewt. soap; Mr. Lilley, 3 ewt. guano; Messts. Alston & Brown, 1 copying
press; Mr. Raine, 1 hand bell; Messrs, Smith & Sons, biscuits; Mr. W. C

Alston, books for the blind.
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APPEAL.

Gratified and encouraged by the progress of the Building Fund
the Committee now renew their appeal to those who have not yet
contributed, and would especially remind their wealthier fellow-
colonists that Zhree donations of OxE HuxprEp Povnps each
are still wanting to secure the first promised of that amount.

e -~

Contributions will be received by the Treasurer, MRr. JAMES
Mooxrg, 10 Hldon Chambers; any Member of the Commitiee ; or
by the Secrctary and Collector, Mr. ArLexanper WEIR, 16
Catherine Street, Richmond.

Fergusson and Moore Printers, Melbourne.



