HISTORY OF THE AUSTRALYAN SBLINDED SOLDICRS ASSOCIATION

The Australlian Blinded Soldiers Association was Fipst mooted,
and its formation agreed upon, in Melbourne in 1921, when blinded
ex—-servicemen from varicus States had gathered to econfer an matters
relating to their futupe welfare, However, owing to certain
difficulties, the Association was not inaugurated until the year
1929 when, by mutual agreement of the states, the now properly

constituted organisation, known as "The A.B.S.A", was Fformed,

It will be gathered from the foregoing, therefore, that the
State Assocliations were first formed, These inaugurations followed
immediately upon the return of cur men from 5t. Dunstan's. These
State Assoelations came into being as a result primarily of the
friendships and fellowship created at St. Dunstan's — that wonder-
ful hostel founded by the late 3ir Arthur Pearson and known through-
out the world, and to which ocur fellows wWere sent from various :
hospitals to be trained in suitable cccupations, befitting them
Tor their future lives, Upon their peturn to Australia our men
mizsed greatly thase Iriendships and forthwith it was agreed that
they form themselves into Associations fop mutual help and advance-
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The authority of the A,B.S.A. op Federal Body is wvested in a
Council, comprising two delegates from each State Associationy a
fresident, Vice-President and a Secretary-Treasurer, and the
amalgamation of our foreces, with its resultant united representation,

is one of proven benefit to all concernad,

The aims and objects of the A.B.S.A., are chiefly to assist in
the activities of the State Associations of Blinded Soldiers, to
represent all Australian Blinded Soldicrs in matters which may
affect their welfare generally and whieh could not otherwise he
dealt with conveniently by the State Associations acting independently,

Howaver each Association is self-governing, still retaining its

autonomy or right to deal with matters of domestie nature,

Qur other objects are many and varied, but, without wishinpg to
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eiterate or go further into detail, it is felt that sufficient is
written in the foregoing to illustrate the work of our organisation
and again is evidenced the practical value of combined effort and
of helpful co-operation of all States during the whole of the

period generally to date,

The fustralian Blinded Soldiers fszociation i85 not an cpposition

body to the Returned Scldiers Leapue or other soldier orp anisations,
B



Bearers of the State branches R.5.L. held official positions also

in State Associations of Blinded Soldieprs; for instance Mr.Fraser
East and Sir R.D. Huish who were both Presidents of Queensland
R.5.L. were also Vice-Presidents of the Blinded Soldier Organisation
of that State; 1lr, D,M.Benson, former Seecretary of the Leapue in
W.A., held the position of the President W.A.B,5.A. for many years,
and for a like period Hr.Reynelds, ex-Secretary of R.5.L. in South
Australia has c¢arried out the duties of President of the S.A.Branch
af Blinded Secldiers. It will be noted, therefore, that the Returned
Soldiers League and Blinded Soldier, opr Blinded Ex=servicemensg

Organisations are very closely agllied,

INAUGURAL MEETTHG

The A.B.S5.A. Conferences are held biennielly, or as near to the
two years' repularity as may be practicabls. The Inaupural Meeting
was held in 1928 at Perth, Western Australia, and wWas apaned by
Colonel Collett, the then President of the W.,A,Branch, R,5,5.A.I.L.A,
The Second Conference was held in Melbourne in 1232 and was opened
officially by the Lord layor at that time, Sir H. Gengault Smith.
fgs the year 1338 marked the beginning of Vietoria's Centenary Period,
Melbourne was again the venue of our all-Australian gathering. This,
the third Biennizl Confesrence, was opened by the former Lord Mayor,

the late Sir William Brunton.

EMPIEE CONFERENCE

Irmediately following the A.B.5.A. Conference, an Empire Blinded
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xk—-servicemens Conpgress was held in Melbourne on Hovember 5th, 18934,
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and was opened by His Excellsncy, the Governor, Lord Huntingfield,
Thiz Conpress was organised by the A,B,5.A,, and among those in
zttendance at the Opening were Lord Milne and Sir Ian Fraser {(now
Lord Fraser) {(delegates to the British Lepgion of Ex-Servicemen)
S5ir Cluther Mackenzie and Mr. Selby, representing Hew Zealand,
Coleonel T.LE. White (later S5ir Themas White, Australian High
Commissioner in London) the Australian delegates and many others

interasted in Blinded Soldier Welfare.

BLINDED MEW HMELT H.R,H. THIE DUKE OF GLOUCESTER

It will be recalled of ccursze, that this was the very auspicious
oceasion of the wisit to Australia of His Royal Highness, the Duke of
Gloucester who, on the sccond Tuesday in November (during Congress
pericd) honoured our members by visiting our clubrooms in Bourke

Street, Melbourne and meeting persconally Sir Ian Fraser, 5ir Cluther
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the Confercnce held in lMelbourne in conjunction with Victoria's
Centenary Celebrations. Therefore, South Australiz aprsed to take
the 1936 Conference, with that 5iates Centenary period; it would
appear that this was becoming a habity as a matter of fact all so
concerned were well suited by the exchange of such meetings. The
last mentioned Conference was neld in Adelaide and was opened
officially by Colonel Fouwler-Grownsworth, an eminent soldiep, and
on two occasions, His Execellency, the Governor of 5.4A., Sir Winston

Dugan attended the gathering.

The actions of the smaller States (that is, 3tate Asscciations

having spall memberships) in each taking its turn and accepiing
responsibility of staping and assisting in convening our Cenferences,
is worthy of special menticon, and following upoen S,.4A.'s grand =ffort,
tha Queensland Llinded Soldiers Association was not sutdone in the
matter of conducting our 1938 Confercnce in Brisbane, a very success-
ful Conference which was opencd by His Exeellency, the Governor of
fJueensland, 5ir Leslie Orme Wilson. It is worthy of note also, that
in splte of the long distanees of trawvel, all ocur State Jrganisations
(excepting Tasmania, wherc there waz no Association at that time)
were fully represented at this particular meeting.
A succession of Conferences feollowed in Melbourne and Sydney,

biennial in the first-named Capital in 1940, & Bpecial Meeting i
Sydney in 1541, a biennial, 3Sydney 1945. Adelanide as the venue of
cur next Conference in September 1947, the functicon baing declared

open by the late Sir Eric Hillhouss, K.C., Federal President, R.S5.L.

At all five last mentioncd Conferences, our deliberations were
devoted almest entirely to matters of the training, welfare,
rehabilitation, etec, of the "newly-blinded ex-servicemen". Early
in the 19389-45 war, the Federal Covernment had very graciously
apread to send the men to 5t. Dunstan's for such reorientation, but
that policy was subsequently altered owing to the changes of theatras
of war, etec. However, in 1%4%7-4%8, the Government reverted to its
previous appangement, by virtue of a magnificient offer by Sir Ian

Fraser and 5t. Dunstan's, and our unanimous and pressing overtures.
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a result 19 war blinded - 14 frem Vietoria, 3 from W.A., 1 from
Queensland and 1 from S.A. Were afforded the opportunity and sent to
St. Dunstan's.

A Bpacial Meeting of the A.B.5.A. was called in April 1343 and
was held in Helbourne, and in Octobeyr of the same year, our 9th
Biennial Conference was held in Perth, W.A; it was opened by

General Whitelaw, and the sipgnificance of the gathering was
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reasgn for the inability teo heold such conferences in that state,

The 10th Biennial Confercnce was staged in Sydney, by the N.5.W.
B.S.A. and was deeclared open by Cept. Cyril BE.Smith, 0.B.E. Deputy

Chairman, Repatriation Commission, who retired on January 20th, 1953.

llis Excellency, the late Sir John Laverack, Governor of Queens—
land in 1953, opened our Biennial gathering, held in Brisbane in Hay
of that year and he (Sizr John) and Lady Laverack pracicusly tenderad

our party a grand reception at Government House during our happy stay
in the State's Capital.

Hobart, Tasmania, Was the venue of the 12th Biennial leeting
opened by the R,3.L. Treasurer, Hr. lawker, acting for lir. Luke,
Deputy Pederal President R.3.5.A.I.L.A., Mp, J.Duyer, V.C., Hdinister
for Agriculture, and other leadinyg citizens were present at the
opening, including member the late Capt. Frank Marriatt, M.L.A. forp

quarter of a century, and father of Senator John Harriatt, an
esteemed member of the present day Tederal Government. IIr. Fred
Marriatt, (brother of Scnator John) is a member of the Tasmanian
Parliament. .

Our 13th Dienpial Conference of the Association was held in the
South Australian Capital in April 1957, and was declared open by His
Excclluncy, the CGovernor, Sir Robert George. We were alzo favoured

r gracious nanner by a timely wvisit of His Execellency, the Governor-
General of Ausiralia, Field Harshal, Sir William Slim, who, upon
learning of our presence in Adelaide at that time, had expressed
a wish to meet us. The CGovernor-General, visiting Scuth Australia
on an important mission, wvery kindly consented readily to giving us
half an hour of his most valuable time, and chatted to each of our
delegates in turn. We were happy indeed about such kindly and

EEILErOUs 4 gosture,

Our IUth Biennial Confarence

-

as held in Melbourne, beginning
on 1ith April 1959, and opsned by

President of the R.5.5.A.I.L.A.

l:.-'l

iy George Holland, Federal

Qur 15th Biennial Conference, held in Perth, May Bth to 12th

el
1361, was cpened by E.C. Townsend, Esq., H.D.E,, Snr, Vice-President,
‘e, RuS.Lay the l6th Biennial in Sydney, in the third week of Hay
1963, opened by the former Governor of H.5.W. His Excellency, Sip
John Hortheotej the 17th held in Brisbane in 1965, declared open
by the Hon. the Premier of fQuesensland, Mr, Micklin, and the latest
to be held was in Hobart, April 1967, and was opened by His Exeellency

the Governor of Tasmania, Sir Charles Gairdner.
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(Our Jee) announced that, owing to ill health, he unfortunately
congidered it necessary that he should retire, after having held
+he post of Fresident of the A,B.S5.A. for 36 years, and here wWe,
the blinded csoldiers, and their folk and friends alike appreciate
that he officiated during such a lengthy period with much vigour

and distinection,

OFFICE EBEAREES :

The bearers of respective posts of A.B.5.A. over the period
1929 to date were as follows -

Qur first President,ir.R.H, Gregory, Equity Lawyer, 1929-31,
2 years; P.Jd.Lyneh, C.B.E., 1931-87, 36 years; +the late E,.R,Glew,
M.B.E., who had been an ardent worker for blindsd scldierz for B8 years
prior to the formation of the Association, was Secretary-Treasurer,
1929-3k, 5 years; A.F.HeDonnell, M.B.E., Secretary-Treasurer,
193%-61, 27 years; J.A.Vhittle, 0.B.E., of S5.A., our first Vice-
President, 1949-58, 10 years; C,I,Porter, H.5.W., Vice-President,
1959-67, 8 years; T.Melbournsa, Secretary-lreasursr, 1961-53,
2 yeaprs; and R,.R.Archer, M,B.E., Secretary-Treasurer, 1963-87,
b years.

The Ufficers for the current term are - President, E,R.Blackmore,
Brisbane, Capt. in the forces, Second World War; Vice-Fresident,
W.II,Luck, (H.5.W.); Secretary-Treasurer, J. Mason, Woody Point,

jusensland,

D.A.Tregent, li.B.E., B.A., LL.H. has been Hon. Solicitor to
the Association sinee its inception te date, August 1968, that is

for 3% years.

A.B.5.A. HOHOURED

A11 members of our Organisation felt highly honoured and

delighted when, in 1953, the Tederal President

g Hr. P.Jd. Lynch was

chosen as representative of the Commonwealth Disabled Soldier

Assdeoiations to wisit London for the Copronation of Her Most Gracious
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth IIj his account on his return, of such

INSPATing cersmeny, Was most encouraging and interesting.

VISIT OF LORD AIID LADY TRASER

Lord Fraser of Lonsdale, as Chairman of 3t, Dunstan's and
Chief of bLlinded ex-servicemen of the Commonwealth of Mations,
kept his long standing promise to wvisit Australia, eventually to

meet us here in Hovember 195%, when representatives came from New
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House, Collins Etreet Helbourne on 12th lovember, when all dssembled
and our Federal President P.J, Lynch invited Lopd Fraser to takse the
Chair; the respeetive Representatives reports, advices and the
discussiens of the lleeting were nost enthusiastic and enlightening,
and ended in & very happy vein. Various other functions held in
conjunction with this most important visit were - g luncheon at

the Athenaeun with the R.S5.L., a dinner at Lepacy House, a dinnerp
with A.B.S.A. at Scotts Eotel, a roception for cur illustriocus
visitors by the Vie, B.S.A. at Sootts {(afternoon), a like reception
at the Caulfield Sub-branch H,5.L, (evening), a parlour coach trip
to wvisit Uealesville Banetuary, other gatherings and finally a
"Emoke" Social with the V.B.S.A., all such functions - in short —

reunion to mark the wvisit of Lord and Ladw Frasemp,
a ¥

MPLLRE COHFER HCE, LONDON, 18940

shortly after Lerd [raser's return to England in the early months
of 1960 we were highly delighted to have word advising re 5t. Dunstan's
Couneil's decision te hold an Empire Conference in Londen in July - of
that year, &ll Commonwealth countyies baeing cordially invited to send
representatives to attend, resulting in the follewing aceeptances :-

The U.K. Ly Lord Fraser, Chairman; Ip. D.A.Lloyds, Secretary

and [ir. C.D, Uills, Uelfare Superintendent.

Australia by P.J.Lynch, Federal President; A.F.ieConna 211,

Federal Secretary-Treasurer and E.¥W.5nelling, President of South

Australian B.S5.A,

Canad«, Hew Zealand and South Africa alsc sent fepresentatives.
Conference discussion deal: with a comprehensive agenda of matters
mutual in design, namcly war pensions and allewvances, suitable
proressions, occupations, “rades, employment, welfare, after care,
2tC., and the delegates reports, advice and infermation Turnished
ware of immense proven interest and, again, enlightenment to all
present, The carefully prepared programme of social svents likewise
proved tremendously enjoyable and inecluded -

& Royal Garden Party at Luckingham Palace Grounds (representatives
being presented to Her Majesty, the JQueenl; a visit to lHampton Court
by invitation of Sipr Heville Pearson, Bt.and Lady Pearson and a dinnen

at the Hitre Hotelj a reception at the home of Lord and Lady Fraserp,
(St. John's Lodge)} Luncheon at House of Pavliasment as puests of

St. Dunstan's Council apd the U,X.lMinister for Pensiong, Hr.Carpenter;
a visit of inspeetien at S5t. Dunstan's Training Centre, Drighton,

reapresentatives attending the Annual Meeting of the Foyal Society
'H'h

H'l

the Blindy & reunion of College annex students etc. The entira

I','I

veial programme was one of joyous ealebrations, happy reunions of
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as 5t. Dunstan's, was founded by the late Sir Art hur Pearson, Bt., son
of an Enplish Clerpgyman. Sir Arthur, whose sight had failed prier
tothe First World War, but who was possessed of a truly wonderful
national spirit, was quick to realise the inevitability of men and
women being Plinded whilst serving in the forces of the British
Commonwealth, requiring suitable and esarly training, sarly teaching,
recrientation, rehabilitation, etc. had enlisted the aid and support
of other genercus Dritish folk, and their ready co=operation resulted
in guarters being found in Repent's Park, London for such purpose.
Quickly "wheels were a-turning" - the project gained momentum, St,
Dunstan's advanced, expandsd rapidly, and men from tha War were thus
being befitted for their life anew. When hostilities had ceased in
1918, hundreds of war-=blinded had been admitted, men from all parts

of the Cwpire, and so the activities have extended over the years
including the Second World War, the numbers increasing during such
pericds of time to many thousands - all to be haspitalized, cared for,
all with very high praise for the Hedieal Staff, the Hursing Staff,
members of Voluntary Ald Detachments and many others. Huceh rraise

is due alsoc to the instructors, the teachersz - to the legion of zood

friends engaged in the activities gbovementioned,

By March 1865, 5t. Dunstan's had completed 50 years of this
magnificent work, and to mark the cccasion of its Colden Jubilee, the
Council arranged a reunion to whieh pepresentatives and other friends
irem the Commonwealth eountries were invited, Sir Neville Pearsen
(President) and Lady Pearsen, Lord Fraser (Chairman) and Lady Fraser
and members of the Council left "no stone unturned" o engure the

happiness of their guests, and the funetions, =sto. so pleasing wers -

A Royal Garden larty at Buekingham Palaece with Her Hajesty, the

Jueen, present; receplions and banquets at the homes of members of
i

Council, and reunions of 5t. Dunstaners jenerally, on a large scala —

211 joyous celebratians and everybody mighty happoy. Federal President

o

Fud. Lynch (our Joe again), Hrs. Lynech and the then Federal Sceretarpy-

ireasursr, PBobert Archer, M.B.E. and lirs. Archer rﬂprcscntud Australia

1

on the special ocecasion abovementioned.
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o CEDSS

for some years now the Australian Red Craoss Society has made
available a grant of $800 annually, to augment our funds to meet our
administration and other expenses, and we are truly grateful for such

tangible assistance.

BEPATHRIATION COMMISSION




prequests relating te matters of our war pensions, allowances, ste,
(our bread and butterl; in short, we are deeply appraciative of the

actions of the several Ministers for Repatriation, Seceial Services,

Health and the Government generally,

ST. DUNSTAIT'S

We are most prateful to Lord Fraser, the Council and staff of

Dunstan's for having gcared for and trained our blindsed men fram
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the inception of the Training Centre; always shall we retain the
memories and benefits of such teaching which has inculecated in us

a spirit of self reliance and a confidence in evercoming oup
nandicaps = a teaching which, we feel, is further enhanced by our
reading three famous books, the first weritten by the late Sipr Arthur
Pearson, entitled "Victory Over Blindness", and the other two, by
Sir Ian fraser, now Lord Fraser of Lensdale, "Whereas I Was BElind"

and "The Story of S5t. Dunstan'sh,

Alan Foster MeCopnell
August 1968.



