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From the Editor

For many RVIB clients, staff and volunteers, the focus for the next two months will be on preparations for the World Blind Union 5th General Assembly in Melbourne in November.
This edition of the Client Newsletter outlines the aims and features of the conference, including Vista 21C, an exhibition of technology and services which will be of particular interest to many RVIB clients.

Another upcoming event is the inaugural RVIB Braille Week beginning on 9 October. This will be officially launched at the RVIB School by the Minister for Community Services, The Hon. Christine Campbell, MP.

Other articles in this edition cover research on cataract prevention, GST on disability-related items, the Southern Cross Games, and a variety of new services and products. Also included is information about the Client Satisfaction Survey, which we encourage you to participate in.

The deadline for contributions to the April 2001 edition is Wednesday 10 January 2001. Our contact information can be found on the inside cover of this booklet. As usual, we would love to hear from you.

Client Survey

RVIB is committed to improving services for clients, and seeks your help to evaluate our work. Your comments and suggestions will be used to ensure our services meet your needs and to provide information to Government bodies for funding purposes. Your comments will be anonymous unless you indicate otherwise.

You can reply to the survey in the following ways:

•
Fill in the print survey included in this newsletter.

•
Email your response to iru@rvib.org.au

•
Phone Judy Anderson on 9522 5222 or


1800 33 55 88 and give your responses by phone.

Note the survey is also available on our website: www.rvib.org.au

Please send back your response in print, braille, on tape or on disk.

National Library Service

This year RVIB and Royal Blind Society (RBS) of New South Wales announced a new joint venture company to manage their library and transcription services. Services will continue to be delivered through RVIB and RBS under a central management team.

The aim of the national service is to improve benefits to clients across Australia. During the 2000/2001 financial year the two operations will be merged, to provide clients with immediate access to about 3,000 additional audio books and some 8,000 braille titles.

Other benefits of the national service will be improved facilities for browsing the catalogue, faster access to audio books, better utilisation of limited resources in alternative materials production and a strategic focus on adopting emerging mainstream technologies for service delivery.

APPOINTMENTS

Jane Evans, General Manager
Pamela Wansink, Manager Library & Production Services
Kim Hollien, Support & Facilities Coordinator
Tel (03) 9521 3400

World Blind Union Assembly in Melbourne

Melbourne will host the Fifth General Assembly of the World Blind Union to be held at the Melbourne Town Hall 20-24 November 2000.

The theme for the conference is ‘Changing what it means to be blind.’

The conference will review world developments and the WBU’s work in areas such as:

· New Technology – New Opportunities

· Addressing the Onset of blindness

· Literacy and Culture

· Human Rights and Beyond, the Quest for Self-Esteem

· Ageing and Blindness

· Status of Blind Women

· Establishment of self-help programs in developing countries

The World Blind Union is the international voice of 50 million blind and vision impaired people. Delegates from 160 member countries come together as a world forum every four years.

Features will also include:

· World Blind Women’s Forum, Thursday 16 to Saturday 18 November

· VISTA 21C, an exhibition of adaptive equipment and services, Sunday 19 to Thursday 23 November

· International Symposium for Managers in Blindness Agencies, Thursday 16 and Friday 17 November

· WBU General Assembly, Monday 20 to Friday 24 November

Further Information:  

John A Simpson, Assembly Organiser 

PO Box 229 Prahran 3181 Victoria

Phone (03) 9889 7144

Fax (03) 9889 6286

Email wbuga@bca.org.au

VISTA 21C 19 to 23 November 2000

An Exhibition of Technology and Services available to Blind People into the 21st Century

By CHRIS EDWARDS

RVIB Manager Adaptive Technology Services

With nearly 1000 people who are blind or vision impaired and their associates from 160 countries gathered in Melbourne, we will have a unique opportunity to look into the future. 

Technology exhibitions have been a feature of past General Assemblies. With new developments in technology being unveiled almost on a daily basis and a growing range of equipment and services available to people who are blind or vision impaired, we expect that VISTA 21C will be a highlight and will set the scene for equipment and service availability well into the new century.

The principal venue for VISTA 21C will be the Swanston Hall which is immediately below the Melbourne Town Hall, at street level.  Assembly attendees will have direct access to the exhibition area by lift or stairs.  As the Swanston Hall has direct public access we will be able to promote the exhibition directly to the public and facilitate their access without interference to the General Assembly.

VISTA 21C will run from Sunday morning, 19 November to Thursday evening 23 November. The program for the General Assembly has been designed to ensure adequate time for attendees to visit the exhibition.  A late closing day is planned to ensure that those interested in the exhibition have the greatest possible opportunity to attend.

RVIB Braille Week

By JO ANN MATTHEWS

RVIB Community Education Coordinator

In October RVIB will launch ‘RVIB Braille Week’. This follows on from similar successful community and fundraising programs run in Canada and New Zealand.

The theme of the week is ‘Braille = Equality’. 

The aim of RVIB Braille Week is to let the community know that people who are blind or vision impaired are entitled to an equal chance in literacy, employment, education and recreation.

On Tuesday 10 October RVIB Braille Week will be officially launched at the RVIB School by the Minister for Community Services, The Hon. Christine Campbell, MP. The Minister will receive the ‘Learn about Braille’ kit prepared by RVIB. 

Other community activities include:

· A primary school education campaign with the RVIB speakers visiting primary schools in their area.

· The sale of bumblebee bookmarks at Borders book store and other selected outlets.

· Community service announcements on the radio.

· ‘Out of Sight in the Shed’ Expo in Shepparton.

RVIB Braille Week is a special awareness and fundraising week to help the community understand that people who are blind or vision impaired are capable and independent people who need to be treated equally in society.

For more information about RVIB Braille Week, contact Jo Ann Matthews, RVIB Community Education Coordinator, on 9522 5299.

Hume on the Move!

By JULIE JOHNSTON

Regional Rehabilitation Officer, Wangaratta

I am pleased to let you know that we are now in a new location on the corner of Ovens and Faithfull Streets, Wangaratta. We share the building with another organisation, Worktrainers, who are part of the Job Network. The previous tenant was Centrelink so the location is well known.

It is great to have a ramp out the front, wheelchair accessible toilets, meeting rooms and a brighter office environment.  The Wangaratta Low Vision Group, and RVIB Auxiliary can now meet at a more central location with new meeting rooms.  We will also be able to use the rooms for seminars throughout the year.

Our plans include developing the space near reception for a display area for adaptive equipment and RVIB publications.  This room could also be used for computer training.

We are in the process of planning some computer training in various parts of the region. Please contact us if you are at all interested in learning how to use a computer.  You do not need to have any previous experience.

Finally, I would like to welcome you to call in and visit our new office if you are in Wangaratta.  I would also like to hear from anyone who has ideas about RVIB services that are offered in the Hume region.  Are there programs that you would like to try?  Would you like to have a low vision group in your area?  Can you suggest a topic for a seminar?

RVIB Hume Region

Telephone (03) 5721 5477 or come to the office which is on the corner of Ovens and Faithfull Streets in Wangaratta.

I hope to hear from you soon!

RVIB School better equipped for tactile graphics

By GARRY STINCHCOMBE and GILLIAN GALE

RVIB Educations Services, Burwood

Graphics play an escalating role in today’s communication and education. Visual material is becoming more elaborate, complex and sophisticated and graphical information often carries the essential message of a text. It is the task of educators who support students who are blind or who have very low vision to provide this information in a format which can be quickly and easily read and understood. 

Today, text books are filled with more and more cartoons, illustrations and pictorial representations. Unless this material can be adapted into a tactual form, braille reliant students may find they have reduced access to the information, resulting in their access to the curriculum being limited. 

It is the mainstream integrated student who is faced daily with an increasingly demanding visual curriculum. This need is being jointly addressed through the RVIB Support Skills and Residential Training Programs and the ongoing involvement of the Visiting Teacher. The Support Skills and Residential Training programs provide the specialist teaching required to help address the disability-specific needs of students with vision impairments. The range of subjects includes: information and technology, library and research skills, daily living skills, orientation and mobility, braille, music, drama/social and communication skills, physical education, art, and tactile graphics. The programs are conducted at the RVIB Burwood campus, and cater for over 85 integrated students from Year 2 to Year 10.

The tactile graphics program is targeted at students who are either blind or who have very low vision and are reliant on braille as their primary medium. 

The main areas that are addressed in these tactile graphics sessions are:

· basic skills: eg. tactile discrimination, exploration, interpretation, tracing, concepts, 2 dimensional representation of a 3 dimensional objects

· mathematics: eg. shapes, graphing, geometry

· mapping: eg. simple maps, coordinates, compass points, progressing to the use of tactile atlases raised line drawing board: eg. signature, using rulers and templates, freehand drawing, creating simple maths diagrams

There are two distinct, but equally important components to working with tactile graphics. Firstly, interpreting a graphic, and secondly producing a graphic. Students need to be competent in both areas. 

Young students may start with the identification and drawing of simple shapes.  By Year 10 it is anticipated that students will be able to interpret and draw complex 2 dimensional drawings, however this may vary between students. 

Rarely are you able to take a drawing from the print and simply turn it into a useful tactile graphic. This can be a very time consuming process. 

Recently at Burwood, we were fortunate to receive a most generous and timely donation from Mrs Janet Conn in memory of her late husband Mr Charles Conn.  Part of this donation has provided the tactile graphics room with a computer and software dedicated to the preparation and production of tactile graphics.  The system includes: a Pentium III with 2 hard drives for ample storage, CorelDRAW 9, Picture Braille and Duxbury; a flatbed scanner with printer; and a Wacom Intuos (intelligent graphics tablet system). This latter device, which is new to us, will enable us to draw and edit graphics quickly and creatively. Materials generated can either be printed out on the braille embosser or printed out onto microcapsule paper for stereocopying.  

Staff at Burwood will now embark on a sharp learning curve to maximise the potential of this exciting and innovative equipment.  They will be able to assist students in meeting the challenges and expectations of becoming an independent learner, and help them develop the skills needed to access the full curriculum.

The donation of this state of the art equipment will help make a difference to the students we support. Nevertheless, it must be remembered that tactile graphics can seldom entirely replace a visual graphic. Students reliant on tactile graphics must also have on-going access to the expertise and support of a trained teacher to assist them in the interpretation of these graphics

Other RVIB staff, (eg. classroom teachers, mobility instructors, art and visiting teachers), will also be able to use the equipment and will therefore help support students involved in a wide range of programs at Burwood.   

Education aims to provide students with the skills to independently meet the challenges of a changing and evolving society. Graphical information is playing an increasingly important role in everyday life, and we hope that our improved tactile graphics program will assist students to meet these demands. We would agree with Parkes (1998) who has stated that “the ability to make and read graphics will lead to better communication skills, better educational and employment opportunities, better orientation and mobility and, ipso facto, a better quality of life”.

RVIB Further Education Bursary

Up to $4,500 is awarded for the purchase of adaptive equipment.

Who is eligible: students who are legally blind, commencing or continuing first year tertiary studies

Contact Joanne Webber

Education and Careers Advisor

Tel 9520 5555 or 1800 33 5588

E-mail webbejo@rvib2.rvib.org.au
Applications close Friday 27th October, 2000

GST free disability-related products

By BRUCE MAGUIRE, Blind Citizens Australia

Quite a few disability-related products are GST free. These products are listed in Schedule 3 of Division 38-45 of A New Tax System (Goods and Services) Act 1999. They include:

· tactile or braille books and magazines

· braille notetakers, printers (embossers) and paper

· talking book machines (and parts)

· braille translators (hardware and software)

· auditory/tactile alerting devices

· electronic reading machines

· reading magnification devices (excluding magnifying glasses)

· money identification equipment

· enlarged text computer monitors for use by people with a vision impairment

· Viewscan apparatus specifically designed for use by people with a vision impairment

You will note that the above list does not include large-print books and books produced on computer disk for use by people who are blind or vision impaired. A ruling has been sought from the Taxation Office on these categories.

Driving Vision

From ‘INSIGHT’ April 2000

The onus of reporting a driver’s sight to the local driver licensing authority when corrective lenses are prescribed for the first time will almost certainly shift from the eye-care practitioner to the patient after a national working party accepted a new proposal on 27 March.

The new proposal says, “where a patient fails the test [ie the acuity test at 6/12] eyesight must be corrected before the patient is fit to drive.  On the first occasion that lenses are prescribed to meet the 6/12 acuity standard, the patient should be advised of the legal requirement to notify the driver licensing authority”.

Each State driver licensing authority will now speak to various state medical bodies, including the Royal Australian College of Ophthalmologists (RACO), to see if any minor changes are required to the wording of the new proposal.

Mr Hull said if the new proposal is adopted by Austroads and an eyecare practitioner forgets to tell a patient about their obligation, there would be no criminal penalty, however, the eye-care practitioner’s liability at civil law might be substantial. Patients also could be fined up to $100.

Blind Judge appointed

By PETER BENSON

A newly appointed part-time judge is set to become the first person who is blind to preside over a criminal court.

The appointment of John Lafferty, from London, as an assistant recorder was announced by the Lord Chancellor Lord Irvine today. The post, which involves sitting as a judge for 20 to 30 days a year, is seen as the first rung on the judicial ladder. There are already two other blind judges working, one in the High Court and one as an immigration adjudicator, but Judge Lafferty will be the first to hear criminal cases.

Announcing the appointment, Lord Irvine called for more lawyers with disabilities to put themselves forward for promotion. The move follows a relaxation of the rule banning people who are blind from becoming magistrates to begin work as part of an 18 month trial in 1998. There are now eight magistrates who are blind or vision impaired.

A spokesman for the Royal National Institute for the Blind welcomed the news. He said: “We’d like to congratulate Judge Lafferty on his appointment and we welcome this groundbreaking development. We would like to see more barriers removed from all walks of life so that all people can be considered for these posts.”

My Run with the Torch

By BRIGID PARKER

The day I received information that I was to be a relay torch bearer I wanted to run out and tell all my friends and neighbours but that was not to be.  I could not disclose my involvement until Australia Day 2000, when the 11,000 runners’ names were released in the press.

My mind was cast back to 1956, when the Olympic torch passed through the town of Mooroopna. I along with other residents watched the young torchbearer run past with a broad smile on his face, his eyes glistening, lapping up the attention and feeling so proud of his contribution. I felt if ever the opportunity came my way, I would like to represent my country as a torchbearer. My husband and I came to Melbourne and saw the great athletes, Shirley Strickland, Betty Cuthbert and the Russian Vladimer Kutts.

Apart from my sight loss I also have osteo-arthritis and diabetes but I was determined to start a training program. Having been an actress and dancer in my earlier life, running was not my forte but I set myself a certain route and practised each morning even in the height of summer. I had stated on the form that I could cover the distance in 5 minutes so this was my goal.

Finally the great day arrived after visiting my hairdresser and receiving endless phone calls and visitors I set out for the Flemington Racecourse with the help of my friend.

All the torchbearers were transported by bus to their designated running points.

I was very nervous waiting for my turn to carry the torch but I had the help of a young African lad who was my support runner. The excitement of participating with the cheering and exuberant crowd really spurred me on. I felt no pain from my arthritis, I was on such a high I could have run to Sydney and back. I have never felt so grand or proud to be an Australian.

Howard Ainsworth

My eye troubles began when I was aged 18 years. Due to skilled care I had quite good sight until my right eye was largely disabled by acute secondary glaucoma (high pressure in the eye-ball), about twenty years ago. I’m now 62.

For most of my working life I have been a hospital chaplain. Walking to my car after work on a warm day in July 1995 in Brisbane, I noticed that things that should be horizontal weren’t and my left eye was popping in and out of focus as I scanned from left to right. This was the last time I drove a vehicle. A tiny hole had formed in the centre of my left retina. With the surgical techniques available the eye could have been saved, but things went wrong.

After two years of surgery and glaucoma I began the slow process of accepting that I was going to be very vision impaired, or as my wife puts it, partially sighted.

I dropped the administrative half of my job, halved our budget, and went back to school at Queensland University of Technology to do a Masters course in Social Science (Counselling). Strangely, at the same time as I was receiving management for reactive depression, I was having a ball learning to read and write using DOS based voice programmes and studying again in a very good course. My DOS bosses were two ever-helpful companions by the names of Graham Pampling and Norman Wilson. These two men are already legendary among people who are vision impaired in South East Queensland.

These two years of depression were also two of the happiest years of my life. I did not use medication except for a two week trial of Prozac.

Then one by one came the decisions to return to family in Melbourne, take early retirement, and take a Graduate Diploma instead of completing the Masters. Between decisions two and three came the decision to change from DOS to Windows programs. This meant further training, this time with RVIB in Prahran. After meeting staff at 201 High Street, I received help to get up to a basic speed with touch-typing, in preparation for the Kickstart course. This course is designed for people needing computer voice or Braille skills in time to start in the academic year at school or university.

It was a great credit to writers of the progressive learning programs that we students crammed so many skills into our heads. The room buzzed with seven computers, seven desperate students, three marvellous volunteer assistants, and our dedicated, patient, alert, whip-cracking teachers. The class of 1999/2000 will be notorious for years to come. We spent six wonderful weeks together agonising over the magic of JAWS, Window Eyes, Windows and braille. Friendships thus formed could last a lifetime! A student on a school, TAFE or University campus wielding a white cane or accompanied by a guide dog and looking confident, is probably a graduate of RVIB Kickstart. 

As a 62 year old student, I’m being orientated around LaTrobe University library this week to gather material for a writing project. I may turn this project into a formal unit next year. Meanwhile I attend 201 High Street as an assistant trainer to keyboard students.

I suppose it was not surprising that when I was required in my Social Science course to write a research proposal, I proposed some work on the experiences of people in the early stages of vision loss. In my survey of existing books and journals I formed the impression that Victoria is among the world’s best-resourced states for people with vision impairment. With the help of RVIB and Vision Australia, we can open the doors to a full range of activities.

Access Expo 2000

Sunday October 22 to Tuesday October 24

Australian Technology Park, Sydney

Access Expo 2000 will incorporate over 100 exhibitors from Australia and overseas. These companies and service providers will exhibit the most comprehensive range of products and services for the rehabilitation, disability and aged care industries ever displayed under one roof in Australia. Admission is free for Concession and Health Care cardholders.

RVIB Carols by Candlelight 2000

RVIB Carols by Candlelight enters its 63rd year of Christmas celebrations in partnerhip with a new major sponsor, Qantas.

RVIB is excited to have the leading national airline on board as a major sponsor. Qantas joins ranks with long time supporter of Carols by Candlelight, the Nine Network, and more recent major sponsors, 3AW and Magic 693.

RVIB will once again stage Melbourne’s favourite Christmas event at the Sidney Myer Music Bowl on Christmas Eve, 24 December 2000. Tickets go on sale from 11 November through Ticketmaster.

Funding for Equipment in the Workplace

The Department of Family and Community services (FACS) funds a scheme called Workplace Modifications Scheme. This scheme allows for up to $5,000 for workplace modifications including adaptive technology, workplace design, special furniture, etc.

The scheme spends around $500,000 each year and people who are blind or vision impaired are by far the largest group of users.

The scheme works on application where usually a FACS funded employment service assists with the quotes for equipment and application. If you don’t know of a service in Tasmania, you can email Janine Fyfe in the Office of Disability Policy to get the name of a service close to you or for further details. Her email address is:

janine.fyfe.@facs.gov.au
Taxi Subsidy Scheme

Are you aware of the INTERSTATE TAXI SUBSIDY SCHEME?  From 1 July 1999, members of the multi purpose taxi program will receive discounted taxi travel in other states or territories under the new interstate taxi subsidy arrangements.

Agreement has been reached between all Australian states and territories to issue interstate taxi subsidy vouchers when members of their respective Taxi Subsidy Programs plan to travel in another State.  Under the reciprocal arrangements, subsidy scheme members will be issued an ‘Interstate Taxi Subsidy Voucher’ in a standard format for easy recognition by taxi drivers, when interstate on holidays, business or visiting friends or family. Vouchers can be obtained for interstate use from the Victorian Taxi Directorate.

Interesting Website

Artist on the web

This site features the work of Greg Tippett, a Melbourne artist who is vision impaired. Greg’s next exhibition is at the Fitzroy Gallery, opening 20 January 2001.

http://www.users.bigpond.com/gremlinmt/
Telstra Directory Assistance Line

Telstra have available a special Directory Assistance Help Line for people with disabilities. This is a registered service that allows the user to gain a person or organisation’s phone number and/or address free of charge. 

Whether calling from a Telstra mobile, the office or home the call will cost nothing.

To register for this service call Telstra Directory Assistance Help Line on 12551 and tell them that you would like to register for the service. They will take down your name, address and phone number and send you out an audio cassette outlining the details of their service.

After you have registered, whenever you are searching for a phone number or address, you simply call 12551, the operator will ask for your surname and ensure that you are the registered user. They will then personally give you the phone number or address. The operators speak clearly and slowly as they are aware that many people who are blind or vision impaired use braillers or tape recorders to take down address details.

‘It’s just like a talking Telstra White Pages!’

Disability Rights Advocacy Service

‘Disability Rights Victoria – Physical and Multiple’ is an independent advocacy organisation directed by people with a disability.

We work with and on behalf of people with a physical and multiple disability. Our aim is to ensure that all Victorians with physical and multiple disabilities enjoy the same citizenship rights and life opportunities as other members of society.

What do we do?

We provide individual advocacy, information and support to people with a physical and multiple disability via our network of part time advocates located in nine centres across Victoria. We make representations on behalf of people with a disability to service providers, government and non government bodies on issues including:

· physical access, aids and equipment

· transport

· home and community care services and other accommodation support

· housing

· education and training

· employment

· health

We help people with disabilities understand their choices, make their own decisions and we support them to speak out for themselves.

Who can use our service?

We assist people with a physical and multiple disability. We have to give priority to those in greatest need particularly individuals who face additional disadvantage due to cultural differences and or social and geographic isolation.

For more information contact:

Metropolitan Office, 179 High Street Northcote

Voice/TTY
(03) 9489 2999

Email

drvic@vicnet.net.au

Fax

(03) 9489 2988

Our Regional Offices are located at:

Grampians Disability Advocacy Association Inc

Bacchus Marsh

Tel (03) 5376 1108

Council for the Disabled Inc

Bendigo

Tel 1800 430 550 or (03) 5443 0550

Barwon Disability Resource Council Inc

Geelong

Tel (03) 5221 8011 (voice/TTY)

Council of the Disabled

Mildura

Tel 1800 236 998 or (03) 5023 6998

Gippsland Disability Resource Council Inc

Moe

Tel 1800 625 674 or (03) 5126 1209 (voice/TTY)

Council for the Disabled Inc

Shepparton

Tel 1800 221 944 or (03) 5822 1944

South West Advocacy Association Inc

Warrnambool

Tel (03) 5561 4584

Disability Advocacy and Information Service Inc

Wodonga

Tel (02) 6056 2420

Vitamins and Nutrients May Prevent Cataracts

(Medical PressCorps News Service)

Eating certain vitamins and nutrients may prevent the development of cataracts.

Researchers at the University of Sydney and Australian National University studied the effects of various vitamins and nutrients, including Vitamin A, Niacin and Riboflavin, on the three main types of cataracts.

Nuclear cataracts affect the centre of the lens; cortical cataracts affect the outer edges of the lens; and posterior subcapsular cataracts affect the back of the lens.

A cataract results in cloudiness in the lens of the eye.  The cloudiness does not allow light entering the eye to focus properly, resulting in impaired vision.

Led by Robert Cumming of the department of Public Health and Community Medicine at the University of Sydney, the researchers studied 2,900 people ages 49 to 97.  They found that high intakes of vitamin A, Niacin, Protein, Riboflavin and Thiamin protected against nuclear cataracts, while consumption of polyunsaturated fats reduced the occurrence of cortical cataracts. The researchers found no nutrient to be associated with a reduction of posterior subcapsular cataracts.

The study is published in the March issue of ‘Ophthalmology’.

The researchers analysed the subjects’ diet and ascertained the nutritional value of the food and supplements by using nutritional tables.  The average age of the subjects was 65.

Some experts believe that Antioxidants, such as Riboflavin and Vitamin A can reduce the incidence of nuclear cataracts.

“Perhaps our most important finding is that Niacin and Riboflavin may protect against nuclear cataracts,” the researchers wrote.

A past sudy found that intakes of Alpha Carotene, Fibre, Folate, Niacin, Riboflavin, Thiamin and Vitamins A, C and E were associated with a lower risk of nuclear cataracts.

ACROD investigates literacy concerns

By MARGARET VERICK, ACROD Policy Officer 

I’d like to share with you some information about a project being conducted by the Australian Council for the Rehabilitation of the Disabled (ACROD) and the Australian Blindness Forum.

During 1999 it became obvious that a wide range of people around Australia have been very concerned for some time about children who are blind or vision impaired falling off the literacy agenda. Problems and issues arising over the last 10 to 15 years recounted by key people in the States and Territories confirmed that:

· Integration of children with vision impairment into mainstream schools is strongly supported, but good news stories about children achieving literacy are all too rare and stories about their failure to achieve literacy are all too common.

· Children with vision impairment are disadvantaged in the existing school system and face difficult and often insurmountable barriers that prevent them from achieving appropriate levels of literacy.

In September 1999 we submitted a Background Paper, ‘Braille Literacy: Getting Back on the Literacy Agenda’, to the Minister for Education, Training and Youth Affairs and his Department. This Paper presented:

· an overview of the current situation in Australia

· examples of the ingredients that allow children with vision impairment to achieve literacy

· examples of the unsatisfactory situations that exist for most children with vision impairment

· some overseas experiences and programs and current research

The Minister, Dr David Kemp, acknowledged the Background Paper and confirmed that he considered literacy to be the key equity issue in education.  He agreed that braille literacy may well be “a particular case” requiring further investigation.  He said that he would wait on further advice from his Department based on the result of research to investigate literacy and numeracy learning assistance provided for students with disabilities in Australian schools. At the time of writing, these have not been released, but are expected in the next few months.

In the meantime:

· A survey of braille teachers and support staff has been conducted. Copies of the report ‘Braille Literacy: Report of an Australian National Survey of Braille Teachers and Support Staff’ by Frances M Gentle can be obtained through the website www.stedmunds.nsw.edu.au

· A Queensland subgroup of SPEVI (South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment) wrote to Dr Kemp to raise concerns about national goals, benchmarks and reporting in relation to students with vision impairment.

· Additional information about braille literacy and the crisis in education is collected and provided to the Minister and his Department.

· Articles are submitted for publication in magazines and journals to raise the status of braille.

· Policy statements on braille literacy are being considered by the members of the Australian Blindness Forum.

Any feedback about this topic is welcome and I look forward to reading the views of other people.

Margaret Verick

Policy Officer (Blindness and Vision Impairment)

ACROD

Tel

(02) 6282 4333

Fax

(02) 6281 3488

Email

abfver@ozemail.com.au

Clearview Spectrum 

The Clearview Spectrum is a user-friendly CCTV. Text and pictures are magnified to one’s personal needs and displayed on a full colour screen. Having a colour display keeps you in touch with reality or can even be essential. For some users it is an absolute necessity to view text in false colours.

Product specifications

· Clearview Spectrum type colour

· screen diameter 43 cm (17")

· image frequency 60 Hz

· width x depth x height 40 x 52 x 62.5 cm

· weight 21.6 kgs

Functions

· focus controlled auto focus

· magnification range 3 to 30 times

· magnification control pushbutton automatic

· contrast and brightness control pushbutton automatic

· text mode, positive or negative black and white image

· photo mode, full colour image

This product is available from VisTech, 201 High Street Prahran, Tel (03) 9520 5555.

Talking Bible available

The Road Runner Talking Bible is a handheld device about the size of a standard audio cassette which contains the entire text of the Bible.

The Road Runner Talking Bible (RRTB) contains a telephone style keypad which is used to navigate the text of the bible by verse, chapter, book, bookmark and even word.

The text is read using a clear intonated synthesised voice whose personality, pitch, rate and volume can all be adjusted.

The RRTB has a recommended retail price of $350 ($199 USD) however we do not want any reader who is interested but financially disadvantaged to be without one. Subsidies or other arrangements may be available. For more information or to purchase a Road Runner Talking Bible, please contact Joseph Stephen on (08) 8276 4470 during business hours. 

You can also inquire by email at joeflorence@dove.mtx.net. Information and a sample of the synthesised voice is available on the net at:

http://joeflorence.mtx.net/ptb.htm

Group Programs (October 2000 to April 2001)

OCTOBER 2000

Accessing Leisure Venues

Horse Riding

NOVEMBER

Study Group for Tertiary Students

DECEMBER

Public Transport Training for Students within the

City of Melbourne

Kickstart for Tertiary Students, Block1 

Bush Walking Camp

JANUARY 2001

Kickstart for Tertiary Students, Block 2

Kickstart for Tertiary Students, Block 3

Children’s Watersports Camp

Introduction to braille Course

FEBRUARY

Waterskiing for Adults

Horse Riding – Experienced Riders

White Water Rafting

MARCH 

APRIL

Music Camp at Mt Baw Baw

Study Group for Tertiary Students

RVIB Recreation Programs

Group Programs – OCTOBER

Accessing Leisure Venues

This is a program for people who would like to be oriented to significant leisure venues in Melbourne. Venues include: the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG), the Tennis Centre, Colonial Stadium and the Victorian Arts Centre.

Participants must be aged over 18 because the program will include visits to city restaurants and bars.  

WHEN

Thursday 19 to Friday 20 October 2000

WHERE

Meet at RVIB, 557 St Kilda Road

COST


To be advised

CONTACT

Nina Sutton on (03) 9569 7255 or 1800 33 55 88.

Numbers are limited so be quick!

Horse Riding

LEVEL


Beginner/Intermediate

WHEN

Saturday 21 October 2000

TIME


8am to 4pm

WHERE

Tonimbuk Trails

MEET


RVIB, 557 St Kilda Road

COST


$50.00 (BYO Lunch)

REGISTER BY
Monday 16 October 2000




Only 10 places available!

CONTACT

Ms Chris Headland, Recreation Officer




557 St Kilda Road




(03) 9522 5222 or 1800 33 55 88.

Group Programs – NOVEMBER

Study Group for Tertiary Students

This is a study group for prospective and current tertiary students. Students have the opportunity to meet with each other, compare experiences and improve their study skills.

Topics to be covered include

· creating and using a diary in alternative formats

· research strategies

· techniques for giving presentations

· using a personal reader 

Students attending the study group will gain a greater understanding of services on and off-campus, and feel more confident about their studies.

WHEN


Thursday 30 November 2000

TIME


2.00pm to 4.15pm

WHERE


RVIB Board Room, 201 High Street, Prahran   

COST


None

CONTACT


Kathryn Cooke, Manager Employment Services on




(03) 9520 5555 or 1800 33 55 88

Group Programs – DECEMBER


Public Transport Training for Students within the City of Melbourne

· Orientation within the City of Melbourne

· Use of Trams

· Orientation around Flinders Street and Spencer Street Stations

· Use of Trains

· Investigating the underground stations within the City of Melbourne

WHEN

Monday 11 December 2000

TIME


9.00am to 4.00pm

WHERE

Meet at the RVIB Northern Office




104 Mount Street, Heidelberg

COST


Approx $6.00 for purchase of lunch

REGISTER BY
Friday 1 December 2000

CONTACT

Glen Keane on (03) 9457 6611

Kickstart for Tertiary Students

This is an intensive course for tertiary students in the use of adaptive equipment. The course includes training and information on taking notes, assignment preparation and organising study materials. Kickstart runs for six weeks over December, January and February.

Each block of training can be taken on its own or with other blocks.

STREAM A

Block 1
Keyboarding

Block 2
Word Processing

Block 3
Advanced Word Processing

STREAM B

Block 1
Word Processing

Block 2
Advanced Word Processing

Block 3
Internet and email

WHERE

RVIB Training and Technology Services




201 High Street, Prahran

WHEN (for both STREAM A and STREAM B)




Block 1, Monday 4 to Friday 15 December 2000




Block 2, Monday 8 to Friday 19 January 2001




Block 3, Monday 29 January to Friday 9 February 2001

TIMES


STREAM A:
9.30am to 12.30pm




STREAM B:
2.00pm to 5.00pm

CONTACT


Joanne Webber




Education and Careers Adviser




(03) 9520 5555 or 1800 33 55 88

· All students to attend information seminars 1.00pm to 2.00pm Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

· Registration closes Friday 27 October 2000.

Bush Walking Camp

WHEN

Monday 4 December to Friday 8 December 2000

WHERE

Mt Baw Baw




RVIB Ski Club Lodge

COST


$200.00 (All inclusive except lunches Mon and Fri)

REGISTER BY
Friday 24 November 2000




Only 10 places available!

CONTACT

Ms Chris Headland, Recreation Officer




557 St Kilda Road




(03) 9522 5222 or 1800 33 55 88.

Group Programs – JANUARY 2001

Kickstart for Tertiary Students

BLOCK 2,  Monday 8 to Friday 19 January 2001

STREAM A:
9.30am to 12.30pm

STREAM B:
2.00pm to 5.00pm

For more details refer to December Kickstart, Block 1.

BLOCK 3, Mon 29 January to Fri 9 February 2001

STREAM A:
9.30am to 12.30pm

STREAM B:
2.00pm to 5.00pm

For more details refer to December Kickstart, Block 1.

CONTACT


Joanne Webber




Education and Careers Adviser




(03) 9520 5555 or 1800 33 55 88

RVIB Children’s Watersports Camp

ACTIVITIES MAY INCLUDE

· Swimming

· Water skiing

· Surfing

· Sailing

· Canoeing

Emphasis on waterskiing and surfing

STUDENTS MUST BE

· Secondary School Age (years 7 to 10)

· Independent in dressing, bathing and mobility

· Able to cope with a full day of strenuous activity

· Confident in water

The Program Coordinator reserves the right to determine the suitability of the program for the student.

WHEN

Monday 15 January to Friday 19 January 2001

WHERE

RVIB Burwood Residential Centre




333 Burwood Highway, Burwood

COST


Approx $150.00




All meals, accommodation and recreation activities included

REGISTER BY
Friday 8 December 2000




Only 8 places available!

CONTACT

Ms Chris Headland




Recreation Officer




Tel (03) 9522 5222 or




1800 33 55 88

Introduction to braille 2001

This 12 week course presents a systematic approach to learning braille. It caters for sighted people who have had little or no experience in using braille as well as those people who want to consolidate their Grade II braille skills. 

The course aims to assist participants to achieve competency in Grade II braille. It does not however, provide training for the teaching of braille. 

In 2001, the course will be run over twelve two and a half hour weekly sessions with breaks to coincide with school term breaks.

The classes will be held during the first half of 2001. Twelve places are available, the minimum number for the course to run is eight. 

Participants on the course previously have included:

· parents of children who are blind or vision impaired

· teacher aides supporting students who are blind or vision impaired in primary and secondary schools

· teachers

· colleagues and secretaries of people who are blind or vision impaired

· professionals working in the area of vision impairment

· volunteers who work with people who are blind or vision impaired

The registration closing date is Friday 2 February 2001.
For more details about this course and to receive an information and registration sheet, please contact

Ramona Mandy
RVIB Adult Braille Instructor

201 High Street
Prahran, Victoria 3181


Tel
9520 5521
Fax
9521 3685
Email
mandyra@rvib2.rvib.org.au
Group Programs – FEBRUARY

· Waterskiing for Adults

· Horse Riding, Experienced Riders (High Country Trek)

· White Water Rafting

Register your interest for the above recreation activities by 2 February 2001. If the interest is there programs will be organised over late February, March and April 2001.

CONTACT

Ms Chris Headland, Recreation Officer




Tel (03) 9522 5222 or 1800 33 55 88

Group Programs – MARCH

Depending on interest from February registrations, the following programs may go ahead:

· Waterskiing for Adults

· Horse Riding, Experienced Riders (High Country Trek)

· White Water Rafting

CONTACT

Ms Chris Headland, Recreation Officer




Tel (03) 9522 5222 or 1800 33 55 88

Group Programs – APRIL

Music Camp

Enjoy the serenity of Mount Baw Baw. Make music with your peers.

· Do you play a musical instrument that is portable?

· Do you sing?

· Are you interested in forming a group?

· Share your talents

Come and join us for a musical experience extraordinaire!

WHEN

Monday 23 to Friday 27 April 2001

WHERE

RVIB Ski Lodge, Mt Baw Baw

COST


$200.00 (inclusive)

CONTACT

Ms Chris Headland, Recreation Officer




Tel (03) 9522 5222 or 1800 33 55 88

Study Group for Tertiary Students

This is a study group for prospective and current tertiary students. Students have the opportunity to meet with each other, compare experiences and improve their study skills.

Topics to be covered include:

· creating and using a diary in alternative formats

· research strategies

· techniques for giving presentations

· using a personal reader 

Students attending the study group will gain a greater understanding of services on and off-campus, and feel more confident about their studies.

WHEN


April 2001 (Date to be advised)

TIME


2.00 pm to 4.15 pm

WHERE


RVIB Board Room, 201 High Street, Prahran

COST


None

CONTACT


Kathryn Cooke, Manager Employment Services on




(03) 9520 5555 or 1800 33 55 88

RVIB Recreation Programs
The RVIB Recreation Officer, Chris Headland, is available to help you to join recreation activities in your local community. You may want to join your local gym, take an art class, learn to bush walk or start a theatre group.

Chris also runs recreation programs throughout the year. Please contact Chris with your ideas, requests, and input into recreation. She needs to know what clients are interested in and is happy to chat at any time.

· Are you interested in ABSEILING / ROCK CLIMBING?

· SAILING?

· WATERSKIING? WHITEWATER RAFTING?

· GOLF?

· TEN-PIN BOWLING?

· CYCLING?

Register your recreation interest for 2000/2001!

CONTACT

Ms Chris Headland




Recreation Officer




Tel (03) 9522 5222




or 1800 33 55 88




Email chrish@rvib2.rvib.org.au
RVIB Low Vision Groups

Throughout Victoria, there are many low vision groups.  Newcomers are welcome to join.

The groups aim to:

· Encourage contact among people who have a vision impairment

· Create a peer support network

· Provide education, skills and training to increase independence

· Enable people who have a vision impairment to be integrated and involved in their local communities

Eastern Region Low Vision Group

Where


RVIB Eastern Regional Office




Conference Centre




333 Burwood Highway Burwood

Time


2.00 pm to 4.00 pm

Date


Last Friday of every month

Contact

Aleks Zdravkovic on (03) 9888 7889

Hayfield Low Vision Group

Where


Resource Centre




5 George Street, Hayfield

Time


1.00 pm to 3.00 pm

Date


Third Thursday of every Month

Contact

Greer Bland (03) 5174 5000

Melton Low Vision Group

Contact

Shirley Sexton (03) 9743 2277

Morwell Low Vision Group

Where


Morwell Community Health Centre 




Centre Commercial Road, Morwell

Time


10.00 am to 12.00 noon

Date


Fourth Monday of every month

Contact

Greer Bland on (03) 5174 5000

Northern Region Low Vision Group

Where


RVIB Northern Regional Office




104 Mount Street Heidelberg

Time


1.00 pm to 3.00 pm

Date


Last Saturday of every month

Contact

Julie Lazaru on (03) 9457 6611

Oakleigh Low Vision Group

Where


RVIB Southern Regional Office




69-71 Atherton Road Oakleigh

Time


1.00 pm to 3.00 pm

Date


First Wednesday of every month

Contact

Lee Fitton or Lisa Brooks on (03) 9569 7255

Prahran Low Vision / Peer Support Group

Where


Prahran Neighbourhood House




33 Izett Street, Prahran

Time


10.00 am to 1.00 pm

Date


Second and fourth Thursday of each month

Contact

Lee Fitton on (03) 9569 7255

Portland Low Vision Group

Where


Uniting Church, Portland

Time


1.30 pm to 3.30 pm

Date


Second Thursday of every month

Contact

Gwenyth Skinner on (03) 5562 6722

Swan Hill Low Vision Group

Where


RVIB Office




47 McCallum Street, Swan Hill

Time


11.00 am to 1.00 pm

Date


First Thursday of every month

Contact

Angela Walsh-Edgar on (03) 5032 9122

Traralgon Low Vision Group

Where


RVIB Office




110 Hotham Street, Traralgon

Time


1.00 pm to 3.00 pm

Date


Fourth Friday of every month

Contact

Greer Bland on (03) 5174 5000

Wangaratta Low Vision Group

Where


RVIB Office




Cnr Ovens and Faithfull Streets, Wangaratta

Time


10.00 am to 12 noon

Date


Meetings, Fourth Wednesday of every month




Lunches, Fourth Tuesday, alternate months

Contact

Julie Johnston on (03) 5721 5477

Western Region Low Vision Group

Where


RVIB Western Regional Office




37 Albert Street Footscray

Time


10.30 am to 12.30 pm

Date


Last Monday of every month

Contact

Laurel Sutherland on (03) 9689 0166

Wodonga Low Vision Group

Where


Willow Park Neighbourhood House




Cnr Felltimber Creek and Melrose Drive,




Wodonga

Time


1.30 pm to 3.30 pm

Date


Meetings, Fourth Tuesday, alternate months




Lunches, Fourth Tuesday, alternate months

Contact

Julie Johnston on (03) 5721 5477

Peer Support Groups

There are many peer support groups, throughout Victoria, for people are vision impaired.

The aim of peer support groups is to provide an opportunity for people who have a vision impairment to meet to establish a support network.

All groups are autonomous, and are run by clients, not by RVIB staff.

Sublime Socialites

We are a group of people who are blind or vision impaired.  We meet every 6 to 8 weeks on a social basis. We range in age from 18 to 80, and come from all over Melbourne.

We would love to have you join us. Sighted friends are also welcome. The group decides what we will do one outing at a time. Some activities occur in the evenings, during the week end or during the week. It depends on the activity and what the group wants.

We originally formed to meet the needs of people who found their social network diminished around the time their vision loss occurred. 

Now, we explore all parts of Victoria and celebrate the value of peer support.

For more information, and to find out where we will be meeting next, contact Faye Rynderman on (03) 9576 8229 or Tracey Walsh on 0412 144 305.

Ballarat Sight Limited

Where


RVIB Office 




33 Little Bridge Street, Ballarat




(03) 5331 3875

Time


Depends on activity

Date


Third Saturday bi-monthly




Alternate social activities

Contact

Brian Reynolds on (03) 5339 1041




for more details

Horsham Peer Support Group

Where


Anglican Church Hall




Andrew Street, Horsham

Time


11.00 am to 1.00 pm

Date


Second Wednesday of every month

Contact

Marjorie Wallace on (03) 5382 5753

Maffra Peer Support Group

Where


Stretton Park Hostel, Maffra

Date


Third Tuesday of every month

Contact

Margaret Gibbons on (03) 5147 1459

Werribee Peer Support Group

Where


The Old Shire Building




Corner of Duncan and Watton Streets, 




Werribee

Time


10.00 am to 12 noon

When


Last Friday of every month

Contact

Maureen Dowsett on (03) 9749 6025

Stawell Peer Support Group

Where


Grampians Community Health Centre




Wimmera Street, Stawell

When


Second Wednesday of every month

Contact

Rae Blakey on (03) 5358 3644

