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SCORE Camp in Toronto for RVIB Students

Two RVIB clients aged 16-18 have been selected to take part in a three week summer Camp in Toronto, Canada in July this year as part of RVIB’s sister agency association with the Canadian National Institute for the Blind. The two students selected to take part in this year’s CNIB Score Camp are Chris Baillie a Year 12 student at Leongatha Secondary College and Shae Skinner a Year 10 student at Eltham High School.

Summer Computer Opportunities in Recreation and Education (SCORE) is a Computer, Career and Leadership summer camp for teens who are blind, vision impaired and deafblind from all across Canada.

CNIB will host the camp on 6 July to 23 July 2000 at the Glendon campus of York University located in Toronto, Ontario. There is no cost to program participants as transportation, program expenses, accommodation and meals are included.

Information technology in the future could change our views of life forever

By SHAE SKINNER

Year 10, Eltham High School
At this very moment scientists from around the world are investigating many ways to help a blind or deaf person see and hear.  They have fortunately discovered a miracle for a deaf person to hear, by implanting a computer chip in their ear.  By inserting a computer chip into a blind person's eye maybe sight could be achievable.  A glass eye could be made with a computer chip inserted.  The picture waves interpreted by the brain might not be as clear as a sighted person's, but they would give a blind person greater mobility, much more independence and a wider area of employment.

I use a laptop computer now with Artic but hope to get a new one this year with Jaws and Internet access.  The Internet is a very useful source of communication for us.  We can talk to anyone around the world and be on the same level or status.  You don't have to worry about being different because no one sees you and you don't need to see them.  You can make new friends from anywhere around the world and they don't get put off by you using a cane or being unable to hear what they are saying.

I use a brailler for some of my subjects and it would be great to have a braille display so I can proof my own work back and correct it myself.  I would especially love it wouldn't it be nice to be able to go to a new movie and have a normal soundtrack for most people and an audio described soundtrack for blind people.  A pair of headphones would be given to you as you enter the theatre so you could hear the if I could get hold of a program that would write what you said with no effort needed for typing.

Audio described videos are already available for watching at home, but wouldn't it be nice to be able to go to a new movie and have a normal soundtrack for most people and an audio described soundtrack for blind people.  A pair of headphones would be given to you as you enter the theatre so you could hear the audio soundtrack.  This would mean you would be able to see whatever movie you liked without having to wait for ages until it came out audio described.

When we are shopping we could have a special price tag sensor that would tell you a price simply by pressing it to the object you want to purchase. A tiny voice card will be implanted in this so it will tell you the price by talking to you.  The sensor would be small enough to slip in your handbag or pocket.

A graphics calculator could be invented with raised graphs. This could be a bit larger than a print calculator but instead of print it could be like a speech and braille one. You would arrow to your graph with the voice reading out all contents, then you would press enter and hey presto like a braille display the graph would be on your screen.

Some of these inventions are already being planned and designed and things can only get better and more creative.  Who knows maybe very soon many of us will be fortunate enough to fulfil our dream to see the outer world with our own eyes with the help of technology.

Shae has been selected to join the CNIB SCORE Camp in July.

Student Achievements

Congratulations to Katy Webb from Catholic Regional College in Traralgon for her excellent 1999 results in Drama. Katy presented for the Grade 2 exam which is set by Trinity College of Speech and Drama in the UK. She achieved a Distinction with a score of 87%.

1999 VCE RESULTS

No doubt many of you will have heard through the media of the excellent ENTER score Ben van Poppel achieved with his VCE results. He was featured on both Channels 7 and 9 news, interviewed by Ernie Sigley on 3AW and mentioned in the Age and Herald-Sun as well as local papers. Ben completed his year I2 over two years and was awarded Dux of his school in his final year.

Here are Ben’s individual subject gradings which resulted in an exceptional ENTER score of 95.15.

· English A+ A+ A Study score 41

· English Literature A A+ B 33

· International Studies B+ B+ B+ 31

· German A+ A+ A 42

· Chemistry A A B+ 34

· Mathematical Methods A C+ B+ 32

Ben is now at Monash University, Clayton Campus, studying for an Arts/Languages degree. He is living on campus in Mannix Halls of Residence.

Chris Baillie from Leongatha Secondary College also achieved great results in the first year of his VCE year I2 studies. He will complete the VCE with 3 final subjects this year. Last year's results were

· Business Management A+ A+ A+ 45

· Information Technology Systems A+ B+ A+ 38

· Mathematical Methods B+ C+ C 28

Chris' results in the final exams for Business Management and Information Technology Systems are all the more remarkable because he had to sit them both on the one day. With extra time allowed (as for most students who have a vision impairment) he was in the exam room from 8.30am to 6.30pm with a two hour break in between – it was a very long day!

Well done Chris and Ben and we would like to wish all the students currently studying for their VCE the best of luck.

Sherry Cunningham

Senior Visiting Teacher

Blasting off into space: the crew of 2000

A number of students have accompanied Sherry Cunningham to Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama these last two September holiday periods and enjoyed a truly unique experience which has been reported on in previous newsletters. This year there are four more students on RVIB’s Visiting Teacher Service working hard at fundraising (have you bought a chocolate frog or bear lately? – chances are they have been provided by one of these students) in preparation for this year’s camp.) They are Kushbu Lal, Mick Curran, Ben Gritt and Chris Baillie. Actually Chris, who has been before, is so keen to return that he is funding himself this time. 

Stayed tuned for more reports, and for anyone thinking about attending next year, it’s not too early start putting aside that pocket money.

Occupational Therapy – Task Organisation

“Making Toast”

The amount of supervision and assistance will vary from student to student. The following is a broad outline only.  It is hard to overestimate the importance of encouraging independence in activities of daily living from an early age.  Children learn with repetition. The sooner we commence this learning process the more capable they become and the greater their repertoire of abilities.

1.
Familiarise yourself with your toaster with the plug removed from the socket. Locate the slots for toast (fingers must NEVER go in these slots).  Locate the lever to push down and lower the bread.  Find the hot areas that will heat up and the safe areas that will not heat up.  Now locate the cord and plug.

2.
Make sure switch is off and plug in toaster.  The “off” position of the switch is up.

3.
Place bread in slots being careful NOT to put your fingers in the slot.

4.
Turn the toaster on at the switch.

5.
Press down the lever so that the toast cooks.

6.
Hold your hand up above the cooking toast and feel for the heat to locate the slots and use your sense of smell to tell when the toast is cooked.

7.
When the toast pops up, raise your hand up over the slots again and slowly lower your hand until you touch the toast.  Remove from the toaster.

8. Organise your work area while toast is cooking so that you have a plate, margarine and knife ready.  Spread the toast in three sections, left to right, from furthest away from you to near you.  The knife must be grasped so that the blade is virtually parallel to the bread for spreading.  Drag the spread over the bread.  Change the position of the knife so that you can cut the toast.

Australia Day 2000 – 26 January

The La Trobe Shire awarded Ben van Poppel its "Young Citizen of the Year" Australia Day Award, for his voluntary work as a telephone counsellor for Life Line, for his success in securing a scholarship which enabled him to attend school in Germany for 2 months (in December 1998 and January 1999) as an exchange student, and for his academic achievements using braille. In his acceptance speech, Ben noted that exactly one year earlier, on Australia Day 1999, he had been on an excursion to Auschwitz prison camp, the site of the extermination of thousands of Jews during Hitler’s reign in Germany. He reflected that we in Australia are indeed fortunate to live in a country untouched by the atrocities of war. 

On the same day Chris Baillie from Leongatha, who was a recipient of the “Young Citizen of the Year Award” in his shire 2 years ago for his outstanding success in athletics, was given the honour of making the Australia Day Address at Leongatha. Here is what he said about what being an Australian means to him.

Australia Day Address

Extracts from Australia Day Address presented at the Leongatha Australia Day Ceremony on 26th January 2000 by Chris Baillie.

While contemplating what to speak about today, I began to think about what it is to be an Australian. I believe that being Australian allows us to stand together as a nation and be proud of what we have achieved. We have just entered the 21st century and I think all Australians should take the time to reflect back on what has been before, and especially what we can achieve in the future. 

It seems to me that in our daily lives which are full of schedules and limiting timetables, we forget to assess where we are in relation to our goals and we fail to have foresight which makes it difficult for us to set new goals and to progress as individuals and as a nation. 

That is why I would like to congratulate all of you here today for taking the time to come together and celebrate the fact that we are Australian…

I was born and raised in Leongatha. I was born blind, but this didn't stop my parents having an outgoing and positive attitude towards me and my activities. Looking back on my early years at school, I don't remember ever seeing my blindness as an issue. It never really occurred to me that I was that much different from anybody else in the playground. Of course I knew that I was blind and that certain things had to be done differently for me to complete some tasks, but no one ever made a big deal about any of that and therefore I had no reason to notice it much. All through primary school and even before that I was encouraged by my parents to go out and try everything. I was and still am a very outdoorish kind of person who enjoys the experience of life to its fullest extent. I was taught to give everything a go and then to learn from that experience no matter what it was. I guess I was taught to believe in myself and to go out there and experience life…

As I progressed through secondary school I found that my options were becoming increasingly broader and boundless. I could make increasingly important decisions regarding myself and my life direction, and I liked that immensely. I took hold of that power and ran with it…

The last few years of secondary school have been a time for reflection for me and also a time to look towards the future. I have learned a lot about myself and my strengths and weaknesses. I have done a lot of thinking about what my values are in life and how to proceed from here on. I will embark on the last year of my secondary education this year. I hope to do as well as I possibly can, get a good ENTER score and then take a year off to travel the world and to experience life. Then my future plans take me through University and hopefully out the other side with a degree in computing. 

The time that I have spent thinking about my present and future situation led me inevitably to the issue of where I stand in my community and as an Australian. I believe that the opportunities that have presented themselves to me may not have been there if I was not an Australian. I think sometimes we don't appreciate just how much we do have in our country. We are happy that we are not in a third world country starving with millions of others. But do we really ever sit down and think of how much we do actually have to be grateful for. 

We have more than just material things to be thankful for as Australians. We have our pride as a nation and we have a mentality throughout the country that allows for freedom of speech and learning. We live in a society in which we are free to express our opinions and views. But most of all we all have the opportunity to experience life in whichever way we choose. I think that as long as we start this new century with a proud attitude and stand up as a nation to be counted in a world which is becoming continually more globalised we can be proud of the fact that we are Australians. We should reflect on what our ancestors have done for us and what efforts have been taken to protect and improve our country, but we should also take the time to take hold of all opportunities that present themselves to us to better ourselves as individuals and therefore as a nation. We must endeavour to believe in our country at all costs and to progress in to the 21st century with our own individual ideas and beliefs and we should present these to the world with pride.

I would like to thank the Leongatha Australia Day Committee for allowing me to share my experiences and views with you today and thank you all for taking the time to listen to one 18 year old's perspective on life. 

CHRIS BAILLIE

Year 12, Leongatha Secondary College

Sue Coull – Music Therapist

Interview by BRIDGET JOLIE and MEGAN SYKES

What made you interested in music?

Sue: Well, when I was a child, we had a piano and so I started to learn the piano. When I went to high school I started learning the clarinet and then the bassoon and so by the end of high school I was learning three instruments, as well as being in choirs and orchestras.

Why did you choose to teach at a school like the RVIB?

Sue: Well I wanted to be a music therapist and not just a performer. So I studied music at the Melbourne University (and that’s where she met Megan’s and my music teacher at Avila College).  My first job was at St Paul’s School for the Blind.  Then this job came up and I got it.

Do you have any hobbies?

Sue: My hobby is music. One thing I do is to sing on stage, so I belong to the Gilbert and Sullivan’s Society and I sing roles with them. My other hobbies are travelling and reading.

Have you always lived in Melbourne?

Sue: When I finished high school I went to England and worked at a girls boarding school. I lived there for a year.  When I finished university, I travelled to England, Wales and Scotland for three months.  Then I went and lived in a fishing village in Scotland, where my father was born.

Do you go for a football team?

Sue: No! I don’t follow football.

Megan: I told you Bridget.

What’s your favourite colour?

Sue: I like to wear dark blue because it’s a peaceful colour and it’s a bit elegant.

Are we good interviewers?

Sue: I think you were very organised, but Bridget asked most of the questions. This might be because Megan’s eating pizza and the questions are only in print anyway. You were good to have your questions ready.

STUDENTS’ WRITING

Collectables!

My hobby is stamp collecting. Stamp collecting is more interesting than watching television and it gives me something fun to do when I am bored.  Stamp collecting is a fun hobby for me because I can study the stamps if I am having trouble seeing them properly.  As a person with a vision impairment I find stamp collecting challenging.  I have at least 2000 stamps which I keep in my ten stamp albums.  By collecting stamps I learn a lot about different countries, customs, costumes, transport, flora and fauna.

To start stamp collecting you need: a stamp album, a packet of mixed World stamps, tweezers, hinges (if it is an album that used hinges) and a magnifying glass to study the stamps for flaws or errors which could make the stamps rare.  To help you build your collection there are stamp clubs you can join. You can swap the stamps with other people. Also you can buy mint stamps or packets of used stamps from the local post office.

Another of my hobbies is Yowie collecting.

A Yowie is a mythological creature. The Cadbury milk chocolate Yowies have a plastic egg inside them with the pieces of a small plastic animal inside it.  You have to assemble the animal yourself following the instructions on the piece of paper that comes with it. Also, this piece of paper gives more information about the animal.  The chocolate Yowies that you can buy from supermarkets weigh 50 grams and the new MEGA Yowies weigh 500 grams!! Yowies are about $1.50 each and the MEGA Yowies are approximately $10.00 each.

Yowies are very interesting because you can learn more about Australia’s wildlife while collecting one of the most favourite collectables.  In the Yowie toys you can also get animals that have a mistake or error, that shouldn’t be in circulation, called prototypes. These special Yowies can be worth a lot of money.

I have a complete set of series one Yowies and I have nearly completed my set of series two. I have just started my collection of series three and have about ten of them. I have a friend in Bendigo called Andra and she also collects Yowies. Andra has a young friend called Alana and she collects stamps. So, I give Alana five hundred stamps and get one of Andra’s Yowie toys that I need in return!!!  That way I can get rid of the stamps I don’t need and in return get some Yowie toys to help me build my collection.  Also, Lo helps me with my collection and as a guide to what Yowies are in each series. There are Yowie posters that you can get free by calling this toll free number: 1800 631 061. 

Happy collecting!

JENNIFER WILKINSON

A Trip To Space

“When I grow up I want to be a astronaut,” I said to mum when I got home from school on Friday.  “That would be interesting,” said mum as she gave me a snack.  Jessie snorted with laughter! “You, an astronaut!” She broke into a fit of laughter again. “I’m going to make a spaceship and then explore space,” I announced.  “You’re too dumb,” Jessie said.  That made me very angry. I stomped up to my room. “I’ll show them.”  I said to my pet bird. “I’ll show them all.” That very night I started planning the things I would need.

Two years later.  “Yeah! I’ve finished.”  I said on January the first. That night I launched off from the backyard. Funny place, huh, but at least I launched into the air. Oops, I forgot I brought Breeanna and Chloe with me.  When we got up high in the air I said, “Backyard. Okay, Geelong.  Yeah, Auystralia…”  “Aimee don't say it!” my two friends yelled together but I did. “Earth!” I said.  “I guess that's okay if we went to be the first people on the moon,” said Chloe and Bree and I agreed.  On the way we worked very hard on the charts of stars and all sorts of things, not to mention trying to catch a hot dog or a drink when you are floating around in the spacecraft. Luckily I had remembered to bolt the beds. Oh, well, at least two of the beds because I found myself floating all around in the middle of the night.  So the next morning I got some bolts and bolted it in.  When we arrived on the moon we all groaned, “Oh, no! That’s not fair. Neil Armstrong beat us.”  Just at that moment a smell came through the Super Powerful Smell Detector and guess what I smelt? home made donuts! “Come on,” I yelled. “Mum’s making donuts.” So we all piled back into the ship and sped towards earth. We got to my house just in time because mum had just got the donuts on the table. Jessie was looking at them enviously.

A couple of years later we went to Pluto but that’s another story.

AIMEE HOVEY

Cardboard, paper, plastic, tin

Never throw it in the bin.

I have a package,

That's big and round

I never leave it on the ground.

Today I found a parcel in the mail.

I opened it and inside 

There was a toy quail.

The quail was pink.

I turned a tiny nob under its wing

Then I heard it sing.

It sang the nicest song I'd ever heard.

It sounded nicer than a real live bird.

I went inside and showed my mother and then she made

Me show my brother.

My brother laughed ha ha ha

It's only fake.  It would make a good cake.

I hit him on the head and he bounced up and down

On his bed.  I stated to cry and said good bye.

I went out of the room and slammed the door with a great big boom.

CHRISTINE BRINCAT

Grade 2G, Warranwood Primary School

Introducing Me 

By ROSS DE VENT 

I am in Year 12 attending Lowanna College in Moe. I am completing Year 12 over one year studying Music, Indonesian, English Literature and English. My favourite subject is music because I find it very easy and it is a hobby.  My others interests include reading, swimming, listening to and playing music, listening to the football (Collingwood) travelling and I am an avid fan of the television program Star Trek.

I am also involved with many activities at school. Including the annual school musical. 

In 1995 my first musical was How The West Was Warped. My role was to play a harmonica at the start and end of both acts. In 1996 we performed Oliver. This was the first year I auditioned for a main role and I got the part of Mr Bumble. The next year 1997 I played the wizard in The Wizard Of Oz. In 1998 I played my trumpet as part of the mission band in Guys and Dolls. Last year I played the Lost Legionaire in Sheik Rattle and Roll. In 2000 I am  going to play the gambler Pie-eyed Pete in a new musical called Zombied.    

Being involved in the musicals was difficult at first because they didn’t know what I could do and how they could best help me. In Oliver where I played my first major role the teacher actually asked me whether I needed my integration aid on stage with me to show me where to go, but I said no. The other members of the cast also didn't know what to do. They always wanted to help me but I said that I didn’t need it. I still have to do this because there are new people in it every year. Now the people who have been involved before, know I will ask for help only when it is essential.  

There have been two musicals which stand out in my mind as being my favourites. Oliver was good because one got to play I of the biggest roles in the whole show and there was lots of opportunities for singing. In Sheik Rattle and Roll I only played a small part but because the musical was a comedy there was room for improvisation (for example, I played a very sad and lonesome character so during my solo song I cried).  

Last year I was nominated and chosen to carry the Olympic Torch ion August 2000 for five hundred metres through Moe. Each bearer is able to buy their own torch which they carry,  which I have done. This will be a great day which I will remember for a long time.  

Last year I was delighted to be the first recipient of the “Betty Amsden Music Prize” of five thousand dollars.  This has further encouraged me with my music and helped me re-evaluate my options for the future.  I hope to go to university to study music.

Me, My Friends And I

One of my favourite past times is spending time with my friends. 

Your friends are people you can trust and tell them your most personal secrets. 

Your friends will always believe in you and trust you. 

Your friends will always help you with your problems such as bullying, teasing and peer group pressure and best of all your friends are people who understand you. 

Friends are people everybody needs and should appreciate and definitely not take for granted. 

BRIGID CANNY

Grade 6, St Scholastica’s Primary School

Things I Like To Do

When my visiting teacher comes, I like to do typing for books on the laptop computer. That’s one thing I like to do. 

Another thing is when I’m finished typing the book, we print it out. 

We also do a chapter for each visit. Then we put it together!

SAM COLLEY

Grade 4, St Scholastica’s Primary School 

Assembly Report 

At assembly recently I introduced my Grade’s presentation of our projects on each State in Australia.

I said, “Last term we learnt a lot about Australia. We worked in groups to produce a project on each State. We are very pleased and proud of our work. Here are some facts we have learned.” 

I worked with my group to research New South Wales.

Three facts we found the most interesting were:

•
Bondi Beach is the most famous beach in Sydney.

•
The area of New South Wales is 801,428 kilometres square.

•
Some physical features are The Blue Mountains, The Three Sisters and Sydney Harbour Bridge.

ASHLEIGH MALONE

Grade 4, St Scholastica’s Primary School.

The Magic House

Once upon a time there were some children. Their names were Susan, Greg, Matthew and Tiffany. They were on a picnic. They were running and playing when suddenly it started to rain.

They saw a house so they went inside. Susan said, “This is nice and warm, I like this house.” Susan wished she could go to Queensland.

Suddenly the house grew wings and flew off to Queensland. Susan said, “This is nice and warm.” Greg and Matthew did not like it because it was too hot. Tiffany thought it was great fun. 

Matthew and Greg wished to go to Disneyland and off the house flew and Matthew and Greg looked for treasure. 

When they returned Susan, Matthew and Tiffany went on the rollercoaster while Greg hopped into the Magic House and left the others behind. 

The children felt very scared and helpless because they were left behind in a strange  place. Tiffany shut her eyes and wished extremely hard that the house would come back. Luckily her wish came true, the house returned and Tiffany, Susan and Matthew all got in and went home safely.

When they got home they were very cross at Greg for leaving them behind. They all promised each other they would never go in the house again. 

They all lived happily ever after.

TIFFANY PARRY

Grade 4, St Scholastica’s Primary School. 

Bridget Jolley

Hi,

My name is Bridget Jolley. I am thirteen years old and am in year eight at Avila College. I am partially sighted and use large print. Though my sight is a part of me, it doesn’t stop me from doing anything.

When I am in a classroom, I always try to position myself close to the front and so that the board is on my right, always making sure that glare is not a problem. This is what best suits me and I find the easiest.

I use a laptop, which is very helpful. I used large sized font and Jaws. I also have a monitor, which is better because the screen is bigger and the glare isn't as bad. I also use a monocular (mini-scope), this goes everywhere with me. It is very handy because the teachers write on the board a lot and without it, I wouldn’t be able to read what I have to do.

I will always try to get along with teachers, knowing that it is easier in school if you do have a good relationship with a teacher and that they know what you need and what is better for you.

I was born to be messy and unorganised and no matter what I do I will always lose and forget things. But with school I try to be as organised as I can be. This means I keep a tidy locker and only have the things I need for that day in it. I keep my folders as neat as I can and always have my bag packed the night before, my school diary is a very useful thing, otherwise I’d forget all my homework.

Homework! This is one of the most dreaded things in my life, but I know I have to do it. So I try to balance out homework with fun, but somehow fun always beats homework, I wonder why? I do leave time to do homework though and it does get completed and handed in on time.

Though I can not see as well as most of my friends, this is the only major difference I have with them. They do not treat me any different from the way they treat each other, except they do understand when I might need a bit of help and they are quite willing to help me then. But my friends and I know that my sight is only a part of me and won’t stop me from doing anything they’re doing.

I belong to a few groups in and outside school. Some of these groups are musical, which I find easier, because I can use my hearing. If you wanted to know I play the trumpet.

I also play netball. I play a position where I don't have to move around a whole lot and the ball is easier to trace. Though I am not that good at netball, never have and never will be, I enjoy it and that is what counts.

Another thing that counts is trying. Trying is one big thing, if you give up you’ll never find something that you can do and enjoy. If you do try, who knows what fun you might have and what friends you may make on the way.

I believe being vision impaired is no major drama, if you approach it the right way, you’ll find it is quite easy live with. I think you have to be comfortable knowing you can’t see as well as others, but there is no reason to feel weird or uncomfortable about it.

Just remember school and anything else is not always easy, but it is achievable.

See ya!

A note from the teacher

I have been the Visiting Teacher supporting five children in the Resource Base at St Scholastica’s for just two weeks. 

During this time while the students and I have been getting to know one another we have been talking about the importance of organisation skills, taking responsibility, and remembering timelines. 

Thank you to the students who have contributed to this newsletter, who remembered the deadline, organised themselves, and made sure that I received their reports and stories on time. 

HELEN SMITH

Have your say!

Contributions to the VT Newsletter are always welcome. Please contact:

RVIB Information and Referrals Unit

557 St Kilda Road, Melbourne 3004

Tel (03) 9522 5202

Fax (03) 9529 3589

Email iru@rvib.org.au
