Notes for Maretia’s farewell speech

· Commenced with RVIB on 27 January 1976

· Has been with RVIB for 26 years

· Position of volunteer coordinator included:

· running hobby and craft activities;

· participating in camps

· partaking in a little line dancing while passing the night away

· Her role has covered all sites particularly inner Melbourne (8 sites including the school)

· Maretia is never afraid to “go the extra mile” and often does a lot of work outside of hours to coordinate the various projects with the clients and volunteers

· It is a testament to Maretia’s ability and people handling skills that she has been able to develop such respect amongst her peers and longstanding friendships with many of the clients and volunteers she has worked with over the years.

· Maretia regularly attends and participates at numerous RVIB functions, most notably, each year on Christmas Eve you will find Maretia working tirelessly for the cause at Carols by Candlelight.  She first helped out at this event as the cash lady on the merchandise stalls.  

· The World Blind Union is just another fine example of where Maretia diversification stands her in good stead.  Without her willingness to go that extra mile to ensure the smooth running of an event I am sure that  the WBU conference would not have been the same without her assistance in the coordination of the 1,000’s of volunteers over the 5 days.

· While on the non-work front.  Maretia was instrumental in establishing the RVIB Social Club along with Michele De Silva and Julie Azzopardi.  They formed this committee in an effort to draw RVIB staff, client, volunteers and friends together.  Each year Maretia runs the RVIB Footy Tipping competition for all the RVIB football enthusiasits.

· Other social activities organized include the annual Xmas Dinner and the mid-year dinners along with the shopping tours and a fantastic winery tour.  However, the winery tour was of no value to Maretia as a non-drinker, she is always the nominated driver at social events for many of her friends so they can enjoy the evening and not worry about the driving.

· The corridors of the first floor and that little hidden room at the back will not be the same without Maretia.

Good luck with your golf and gardening.  Enjoy your well earned retirement and we hope that the QEII is everything and more you expect of it.

Happy sailing.

