

ORGANISATION BACKGROUND 

Association for the Blind

The Association for the Blind is Australia's largest organisation providing services and facilities to people who are vision impaired.  For more than a century, the Association has been at the cutting edge of service provision and is internationally recognised for its expertise in the field of sensory loss linked to ageing.

With 32 centres spread across Victoria, the Association for the Blind employs 750 full and part time staff and has a volunteer network of 3,500 who give over 251,000 hours of honorary service per year.

Over 18,400 people received direct specialist services from the Association during the year and our record of services is clearly documented in the 1996 - 97 Annual Report.

Information Radio - 3RPH and 3MPH
Not being able to read because of failing sight or some other disability is much more than just frustrating, it can affect seriously a person's quality of life.  Access to information is vital for these people and is why information services comprise a significant component of services delivered by the Association for the Blind.  Our core information services are Information Radio 3RPH and 3MPH.

The Victorian services, of the National RPH Network, are 3RPH operating on 1179AM and 3MPH operating in Mildura and the Sunraysia area on 107.5FM.

3RPH and 3MPH operates 24 hours a day meeting the needs of people who have a "Print Handicap".  The primary purpose being to reduce the information gap between those people who can read print material and those who cannot.

People with a print disability comprise over 10 % of the total Victorian population, and include –

· Those with a vision impairment.

· People with a physical disability such as quadriplegia or arthritis, which makes physically. handling newspaper and books difficult.

· People with a learning disability or language difficulty.

In addition the unique format of 3RPH attracts listeners from the following segments:

· Those seeking an alternative to commercial stations and enjoy a format that covers news and topical issues in greater depth than other stations.

· Motorists driving to and from work.

· People who maximise their time by listening to the newspapers instead of reading.

· Taxi drivers and sales representatives who spend considerable time in the car.

-
Home carers and service providers to the disabled.

The profile of our listeners is:

-
Predominantly middle aged to senior.

-
In addition to tuning into us, they also listen to 3AW and 3LO.

The most popular listening times are mornings (9am - to noon) and evenings (7pm onwards).

The 3RPH Radio Challenge
The 3RPH Radio Challenge is an event involving primary and secondary schools from around Victoria and is scheduled to run during the second term of the school year, culminating with the Grand Final to be held in July.

With the support of the 3 major school systems - state, independent and Catholic education - this event has the potential to reach every primary and secondary student and their parents in Victoria.  In addition every teacher, whilst not necessarily participating, will come in contact with the promotional material being distributed.

Each team is required to conduct a presentation incorporating a newspaper reading, a short play, poetry or prose.  Teams are rated on reading, pronunciation, articulation and creativity.

The objective of this event in addition to promoting 3RPH is to encourage oral and reading skills.
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