SPEECH NOTES FOR THE 1998 3RPH RADIO CHALLENGE  

M.C.   -   MR. CHARLES "BUD" TINGWELL
Stephen Jolley will introduce Bud Tingwell and give some brief background information.
Bud: Welcome to all participants and congratulations to all those schools who have reached the Grand Final of the 1998 3RPH Radio Challenge.

Again the standard of entries this year has been extremely high.  I know you have worked very hard and I would like to congratulate all the students here tonight on achieving this high standard.

The primary teams will present a creative piece, either a short radio play/poetry or prose, followed by a newspaper reading and the secondary teams will present a dynamic 10 minute radio program incorporating elements of news, sport and weather as well as a reading of a short radio play/poetry or prose.  This sounds very exciting.

The finalists in the 1998 3RPH Radio Challenge are:

In the Primary Division:
Tintern Anglican Girls’ Grammar School

Mt Scopus Primary School

Presbyterian Ladies’ College

The Knox School

Fintona Girls’ School

Bellaire Primary School

Secondary Finalists are:
Mt Scopus Memorial College

Caulfield Grammar School 

Sacre Coeur

St Paul’s Anglican Grammar School

Korowa Anglican Girls’ School

Will you all join me in welcoming all the students from these schools - applause.

I would also like to welcome this evening the following people:

Mrs. Marjorie West, who chairs the 3RPH Operations Committee and a former Board member of the Association for the Blind.

Val Thomas and Ros Stuart from the Tilly Aston Customer Council.

Eve Lustig, member of the Board and her husband Lewis.

Ian Wilson, General Manager Marketing, Association for the Blind.

I would also like to thank our sponsors who have provided wonderful support.  In particular, we thank and welcome here tonight Elisabeth Blackman, Account Manager, Information Systems Group, N.E.C. Australia Pty Ltd.

N.E.C. have again generously supported this year’s Challenge.  In particular, we are delighted that the winning school in the Primary Division will receive a high speed laser printer - the Superscript 860, courtesy of N.E.C.  This printer has a recommended retail price of $1,030.00.  I am sure that you will all agree with me that this is a magnificent prize - 

We are delighted also that the winning school in the Secondary Division will be presented with 2 copies of the Encyclopedia Britannica on CD-ROM.  This is indeed a prize that will be an invaluable resource to students.  The prize has a recommended retail value of $830.00.  Will you please join with me in thanking Encyclopedia Britannica for their generosity. 

Will you please join with me in thanking our major sponsors.

applause

The Association for the Blind would also like to thank the following sponsors for their support:

Deakin University - Stonnington Campus for providing this theatre

Sound Books, Glenferrie Rd, Malvern

Penguin Books

Shelling's Books

Gillette Stationery Products

Tim’s Bookshop, in Maling Rd Canterbury and also High St Kew

The ABC Shop, Galleria Plaza, in Melbourne

Angus & Robertson Bookworld, in Burke Street Melbourne

Dymocks, in Collins St Melbourne and

Jeffrey’s Bookshop, in Glenferrie Rd Malvern

Thank you to all our sponsors.  It is heartening to see such generous support.

As this is the 3RPH Radio Challenge, let me now speak briefly about this  very special radio station.

3RPH is an information service of the Association for the Blind.  It is a wonderful lifeline for those people who have a print disability.  The radio station is found at 1179 on the a.m. band and broadcasts 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, every day of the year.  3RPH's quality service is provided primarily by over 400 highly skilled volunteers.  These people give their time tirelessly to ensure the highly professional standard of the station is maintained.  Certainly, without our wonderful volunteers, our radio station would simply not exist and around 400,000 Victorians who cannot read the printed word, would be disadvantaged as a result.

The aim of the 3RPH Radio Challenge is not only to make students more aware of the service of the Association for the Blind and indeed the needs of people who are unable to read print; this Challenge is also designed to encourage the arts of oral reading, pronunciation, comprehension and voice production.

We are most fortunate this evening to have six judges who have given of their time both during the preliminary judging and tonight to adjudicate in both the primary and secondary divisions.  Would you join with me in welcoming the following judges.

Judging the Primary Division are:
Judi Meese


Peter Lawlor and 

Frank Nowlan

Judi is a volunteer with 3RPH.  She presents "Our Selection" on Friday afternoons and has been involved in the Challenge since it began in 1995.

Peter Lawlor, a primary teacher himself, is also a volunteer with 3RPH and has presented programs on Friday evenings for a number of years. 

Like Judi, Frank has also been involved in the judging for the past four years.  Frank is the Chairman of the 3RPH Program Review Committee and an avid listener of 3RPH.

In the Secondary Division, the judges are:
Heather Heraud


; and


Don Draffin

Heather Heraud has been a volunteer with 3RPH for three years and is the Producer/Presenter of "Children's Hour" which can be heard on Tuesday evening at 6.00 p.m.




Don Draffin, former Chairman of the Tilly Aston Customer Council, is a member of the board of the Association for the Blind.  Don has actively supported 3RPH over a number of years.

As I previously mentioned, tonight's Challenge is divided into Primary and Secondary Divisions.  The first section tonight is the Creative Reading Section.  The six primary schools will be presenting pieces from published texts and each school has four minutes to present their creative piece which may be a selection of play/poetry or prose.

The first school competing tonight in the Primary Section is Tintern Girls’ Grammar School.  Please make these students feel welcome. - applause
6.10 p.m.
1.
Tintern Anglican Girls’ Grammar School

6.15 p.m.
2.
Mt Scopus Primary School

6.20 p.m.
3.
Presbyterian Ladies’ College

At 6.25 p.m. make the following announcement

The remaining secondary teams in the theatre, could you please leave the theatre to be escorted to your preparation rooms.
6.25 p.m.
4.
The Knox School

6.30 p.m.
5.
Fintona Girls School

6.35 p.m.
6.
Bellaire Primary School

6.40 p.m.
We have now concluded the Primary Creative Section.  Primary Judges, we invite you to leave the theatre for adjudication.

We now welcome the five secondary schools who are competing to see which school will present the most creative radio program.  Remember, each team has been given newspaper articles this evening and they each have 45 minutes to devise a 10 minute radio program incorporating the newspaper articles provided, as well as the team's prepared creative piece of poetry/prose or radio play.

The first team this evening is Mount Scopus Memorial College.  Please join me in welcoming these students.

6.45 p.m.
1.
Mt Scopus Memorial College  

6.55 p.m.
2.
Caulfield Grammar School

7.05 p.m.
3.
Sacre Coeur

7.15 p.m.
4.
St Paul’s Anglican Grammar School

7.25 p.m.
5.
Korowa Anglican Girls’ School

7.40 p.m.
Refreshments will now be served in the foyer area.  We do ask for $2.00 donation to cover catering costs.  There will be a tin at the 3RPH Display Area for this purpose.  Could everyone be back in the theatre by 8.05 p.m. when we will commence the newspaper section in the Primary Division.

8.05 p.m.
Welcome back.  After a delicious supper, we are now ready for the six primary schools to present their newspaper readings.

The students have not seen their newspaper articles prior to this evening. They were given their article 20 minutes ago and have divided it evenly between the four presenters.  Please welcome Tintern Anglican Girls Grammar School who will present their newspaper reading first.

8.10 p.m.
1.
Tintern Anglican Girls’ Grammar School

8.15 p.m.
2.
Mt Scopus Primary School

8.20 p.m.
3.
Presbyterian Ladies’ College

8.25 p.m.
4.
The Knox School

8.30 p.m.
5.
Fintona Girls’ School

8.35 p.m.
6.
Bellaire Primary School

8.40 p.m.
If the Primary Judges would like to leave the room again for adjudication time.  We do ask that the Primary Judges return here for presentations by 8.50 p.m.  

That is the conclusion of all presentations for the 1998 3RPH Radio Challenge.

Whilst the Primary Judges take a few minutes for their final adjudication, I would like to take this opportunity to thank once again our sponsors. 

Winners in tonight’s categories will receive splendid gift packs courtesy of 
Sound Books 

Gillette Stationery Products, 

Penguin Books, 

Angus & Robertson Booksworld 

Shelling's Books.  

Tim’s Bookshop

Jeffrey’s Bookshop, and

The ABC Shop

We are also most grateful once again to Deakin University - Stonnington Campus for providing this theatre free of charge.  

We now present for your interest a sample of what can be heard over 3RPH any day.  For the next six or so minutes, sit back and relax.

Of course, we would also like to thank N.E.C. and after a few words from Bruce Brown I will be inviting                                       up to the stage to present the winning school in the Secondary Division with their prize – 2 copies of the Encyclopedia Britannica on CD-ROM.  I know all the schools here tonight would be delighted to receive such a splendid prize.

Firstly, may I introduce Bruce Brown who is the Chairman of the 3RPH Radio Challenge Committee.  Congratulations, Bruce, on an excellent evening and I would like to invite you to say a few words.

Bruce Brown - Bruce will acknowledge the secondary judges and present them with gifts 

Heather Heraud





; and

Don Draffin

8.45 p.m.
Secondary Judges report and presentation.
To present the secondary report, I would like to invite Heather Heraud to report on tonight's secondary Challenge.  Could                    come to the stage to present the major prize and the gift packs to the students.

Heather gives report.

                         presents winning school with prize and presents gift packs to third place, second place, 1st place.

8.50 p.m.
Thank you so much Heather and                               , and congratulations to all the secondary schools.  This was obviously a very close competition.

8.52 p.m.
Now, we welcome Judi Meese who will present the Primary Report.

Judi gives report.

                               presents winning school with major prize and gift packs to 3rd place, 2nd place, 1st place.

Bud: Congratulations to our Grand Final Winners!

Thank you also, to                                and                          and our judges.

9.00 p.m.
I would like to welcome Bruce Brown to the stage again.  Bruce would like to acknowledge the judges in the Primary Division.

Bruce Brown will acknowledge primary judges and present them with gifts.

9.02 p.m.
Stephen Jolley, Station Manager, 3RPH would like to say a few words.  Please welcome Stephen - applause.
Stephen will thank:

1.
Sponsors

2.
Judges

3.
Special guests

4.
Scotch College boys and other Association for the Blind volunteers 
for their assistance.

5.
Jayne Coney for co-ordinating lighting 

6.
Dale Simpson - Sound Technician

7.
Sally Carman - stage production

8.
Stephen Saunderson and Kristen Burt from Deakin University for their assistance prior to tonight's performance and for their co-operation this evening.

9.
Deakin University for allowing us to use this theatre.

10.
Organising Committee:

Bruce Brown - Chairman
)

Sue Moss



)
Gifts presented

Fran Devine


)

Mary Ward



)
11.
Bud Tingwell - what a wonderful M.C.!
Bud: 9.05 p.m.
Thank you all so very much for coming tonight!

It has been a wonderful evening once again and we look forward to seeing you again next year.

