Presentation of Vision Australia Foundation Award


We now come to a new segment in our AGM.  Our new name has created many new opportunities for us and one of these has been to introduce an award bearing the name our new organisation.

It was decided by the Board to have an award that would recognise an individual, a company or a group who have made an outstanding contribution to Vision Australia over a period of time.

This award would not diminish the prestige associated with the John Wilson Award.  

The award was designed by Emery Vincent, the company who designed our new logo.

L&G, to present the inaugural Vision Australia Award, I have pleasure in asking Harold Gration to come to the lectern.

Harold Gration himself a recipient of the John Wilson Award has given much to people who are blind or vision impaired.
L&G please make welcome Harold Gration.

Christine Graham to escort Harold Gration to lectern.


Thank you President John Moule, I am honoured to have been asked to present this new award.

As someone who directly benefits from the services provided by Vision Australia and before that by Association for the Blind, I have taken a keen interest over the past 50 years in agencies for blind people.

I like the name Vision Australia Foundation a lot more than I did a year ago when I was told they were considering a name change.  It has a good positive ring to it and if it encourages more people to use our services and is better for fundraising then we are on a winner.

And talking of winners.

The person who has been chosen to receive the first Vision Australia Award is a person who has given much of his time and financial support to the organisation over the past 20 years.

He has become a special friend of many blind people and as a former President of the Association for the Blind given his talents as a businessman in steering the organisation through the 70’s and early 80’s.

L&G I have much pleasure in presenting this magnificent Vision Australia Award to Mr John Wicking.
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