








BAILIWICK. ]
STATE OF VICTORIA, |
TO WIT. J

)
A HE Attorney-General of our Lord the King presents that

on the day of

One thousand nine hundred and

at in the said bailiwick

feloniously did break and enter the

of

there situate with intent the money goods and chattels in the said

feloniously to steal take and carry away and

*
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then 1 the said ft%l()l'liuusl_)’ d1d steal

take and carry away ..
e goods chattels
of
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Merbeing P{D.
Victoria.

Wedne sday night

July 2oth 1919.

My dear Ben,

1l can Teel you tonight very plainly. O for an
embrace. . Yes. It will be later om.‘ I reéeivedyour promised
letter yesterday, 12.15,  You would know by your own feelings. .
I thank you for same. I am very happy. I know you will do what ¥
yéu promise. I shéilnot rep¥y to it jﬁst now. Later on perhaidé
Not for & week or so. I taske it that you are well again now. 5;\€
careful and lock after your health. Don't go out at night.
Anothef month or so and then spring will be here when we will ha
great times together. _My la st letter posted Thursday, arrived i:
City, 4 o'eclock Friday, Peace Day no delivery so could not get 1
it before mgnday.p Your reply to this will be the last I thiﬁﬁ *
to return, I hope next week end or as early the next. I shall Sﬁap

at the Federal Coffe Palace the night, and then at Glenferrie hou#L
Hawthorn for a time. I have a small camp in He street but itsf

=

»

too cold for winter montﬁs. I want to probe your innermost soul f
first before decidiuf upon anything definate. All depends gpon
you. I had thought of going away from Victoria, - Then your_firét'
letter came offering me your heart, sould and hand. How, yes Hdw
indeed can‘'I refuse you after poufing out your troublédsfginit
to me. I know you were pretty bad(sick I mean with the fast life)
for you to again write to mé.l I also think, K that you will know
that I had a kind soul within men. I will not dwell here. The
past is gone. We are in the present and going on th the future
with hope Joy and peace. Wﬂén I see you and talkfmatters'over

you will say that our experience dﬁring the past two years, hés

tended to one end, that of brings us closer together. Again with

all my love, trust you are happy and well.
Harry.
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Merbein PO.

=

Victoriai
Wednesday night.
July 25th 1919

My dear Ben, i |
I can feel you very plainly tonightes O for an enbraces Yes
It will be later on. I received your promised letter yesterday 1l2.1.
You would kmow by your <wn feelings. I #hank you for same. I am very |
happy. I know you will do what yon promise. I shall not reply to it
Just yet. ILater on pcrhaps. Hotwfor a week or so. I take it yom are
well again nowe Be careful and look afler your health. Don't go out
at night. Another month or &0 and Spring will be here, when we will
nave great times together. My 1321?&gttar posted Thursday arrived

in Hi:déuwre city arrived 4 o'eclock, exce Day, no delivery, 50 a=d-%e
wa:t~- could not get it befifire lionday. Your reply to this will I thinﬂ
be the las' to return, I hope mext week-end or as early the next. I
shall stay at the Federal Coffe Palace the first night snd then at ,
Glenferrie Housep Hawthern for a time. I have a small camp at H-street,
but is too cold for the winter months. I wnat to probe your inmost soul
first before deciding wupon anything definste. All depends on yous~ I
had tThought of going a way from Viectoria, then your first letter came |
offering your hearty soul and handi™ How, yes how indeed can I refuse yo
after peouring out your troubled seuldto me. I know you were pretty bade
Sick I meen with the fast life to write to me , I also think thst you
will know that I had a kind soul within me. I will net dwell here. The
past is gones We are in the present and going towards the future with'
hope and joy and pesce. vhen 1 see you and talk m tters cver, you |
will say that our experience dufting the past two years has temded to one
end, that of bringing us closer togetler. Again with all my love, trust |
you are happy and wells |

Hﬂ.rrya




: Merbein.
via Mildurs,

My dear Ben,
Your letter of the 28th inst to hand today. Why this delay?

My letter of the 27"rd. posted on the 24th ought to be delivered Satur-

day morning. When was it deliveredy My le‘ter of the 15th was delive:
ered on the 21lst or ought to have been. You have not yet replied to it
Can you point out one of yours that I have not replied to at once?
I remember in one of your letters tha t yﬂu sald that you
I ask you=-
hated letter writing./Why? _ Letbter-writing is the only mesns we have

of'conveying our thoughts one to the other. With me it is a great

pleasure. It is aot a form or an a&ct of cuwurtesy, but a pouring out
of one's lnmostlsoul to one he loves. .

I do not know when I s%%ll.retyrn. I may be another week
or twoe I think it best for me to see you after I get home. I have

no decent clothes with me, only working togs. ¥You would not know me,

would not care to be seen with me. Anyhow that is my view. - Everysas

thing up here is wvery rough} not only the living but the people
The fruit, the clim:te and the land is all right. But still I hope to

finish soon and leave like a white man. I will write to you before

leaving.
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Merbein.
via Mildura,
July 3lst 1919.
iy dear Ben, *
Your letter of the 28th inst to hand todaye. Why this delay?

My letter ‘of the 27rde. posted on the 24th ought to be delivered Satur-

day morning. When wes it delivered? My letter of the 15th was deliver

ered on the £1st or ought fo have been. You have not vet replied to it
Can you point out cone of youre that I have nqt replied to at once?

% .

I remember in one of your letters tha ¢ you sald that you ‘
. I ask you= - .
hated letter writing./Why? LetPer-writing 18 the only mesns we have
of conveying our tnoughts one tc the other. With me 1t is a great
pleasure. It is not s form or an act of cuurtesys but a pouring cut +
of gne's inmost soul to one he loves,

I do not know when 1 sqg}l return. | mesy be another week

or twoe I think it best for me to see you after 1 get home. I have

]

no decent clothes with me, only workiang togs. You would not know me,
would not care 1o be seen with mée Anyhow thet is my view. Everyéas
thing up here is very rough$ act only the living but the people

The fruit, the c¢liim te and the land 1s all right. But still I hope to

finish soon and leave like a white nane I will write to you before

Leav ing . I
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Merbein PO.

%
Victoria. |
Wednesday nighte. '
: July £5th 1919
My dear Ben, T, 3 |
' I ean feel you vory plainly tonighte O© for an enbrace. Yes
It will be ‘'laster on. I received your promised letter yesterday lZ.l1

You would know by your rwn feellings. I thank you I{or same. 1 anm very
happye I know you will do what you promise. I shall not reply to it
just yet. ILater on piurhaps. Hot for a week or so. I take it Jyou are
well again now. Be careful and look afier your healths Don't go out
at nighte. Another month or 80 and Spring will be hore, when Wwe will
have great times together. Iy lg jaa@ttor posted Thursday arrived

in ¥aédénws city arrived 4 o'clo ,? ence Day, ne delivery, 50 hed-%6
wast- could not pet it Dbesfre Monday. Your reply to this will I thin
be the las’ to return, I hope next week-end or a® early the next. 1 ;
ghall stay at the Pederal Coffe Palace the first night and then at 1
Glenferrie Housep Hawthorn for a time. I have s small cemp at Hestreet
but i too cold for the winter months. I wnat to probe your inmest soul
first before deciding upon anything definate. All depends on you. 1
had thought of going a way from Victoria, themn your first letter came
of fering your hearty soul and hand. How, yes how indeed can I reiuse yg
after peuring out yvour troubled souldto mes I know you were pretty bad
3iek I mean with the fast life to write to me « I also think that you
will knov that [ had a kind soul within me. I will not dwell here. The
past 18 pone. We sre in the precsent and going tovwerds the future with
hope and joy and pesces. "hen I see you and talk m tters over, you
will say that our experience duting the prst tvwe years has tended to or
end, that of bringing us closer togetier. Agnin with all my lcve, trust
you &a¢ happy.and welle

Harry- | | i




% Supreme Court Melbourne ;7

1657

16th February 1920,

THE KING

------ I nNnd & Xewe===- page
Vv
Annie Smith 1, 28 %
Thomes Coonan 3 & 4 HARRY HARDY BRUIN and } j‘;:j;# ;”E_;
Hector Perrin Smith 5 BENJAMIN MORRIS
Exhibits 6 to 10 2
2977
ANNIE SMITH
P 2
Sworn Statesi- I am a married woman at 26& McGregor Street Middle Park,

I know accused lMorris., I have known him about 18 months, He was in the habit of
visiting at my place to go out with my son, About end of September last I had some
conversation with him in consequence of what I had been told, He said "I want to get
away, will you go out and see Mr Bruin". He accompanied me with my son, Before that
accused Morris told me accused Bruin had committed an unnatural offence upon him on
many ofcasions, He said "I first met Bruin in Snowden Gardens, I was taken to the

l/' pictures by him and then visited him at Auburn where Bruin committed oemmitte®

unnatursl offences upop me. He gave me money at the commencement and later on fruit
end he also promised to give me a diamond ring. I said "I will tell your mother and
father if you go there again", He - "Will you return these two books to Mr Bruin?"
(handing me two books, one of tkexe which was Oscar Wilde and fhe other was aboﬁt boys).
I went to Mr Bruin's accompanied by accused Morris and my son, I knocked at Bruin's
gate, Accused Bruin answered, I said to him "Are you Mr Bruin?” He "Yes®, Il -
"Benny Morris wished me tO returﬁ these two books" (handing him the two I had received)
and to let you know your relations have been found out, also your letters and telegrams
have been given up by Morris, The letters and telegrams produced (Ex, "A") are thosel
referred to., He said "Oh my goodness where igs he? Is he at home?" I « "No", He =
"WThere will I find him?" I - "You will find that in the book", He « "Who might I

be speaking to?" I - "That also you will find in the book as Benny Morris has put it

there", He = "I will be in the city to-morrow at 5 and I will call and see him", Later
ole




t0ld Benny Morris that Mr Bruin would call next dsy. The boy'd:bd not hear my convers
sation with accused Bruin., Accused Morris had just a name and address in one of the
books, Accused Bruin never came to that address, _ﬁen said "I wili send a telegram to

feared :

Mr Bruin". He wanted to get away because he 2¥x¥%® me, Later Morris accompanied me to
the Detective Office where we saw Detective Coonan, Previous to that I had handed ina
bundle of letters now produced (Ex."A"). Morris informed Det. Cooné,n that unnatural
of fences had been committed upon him by Bruin, He wanted to make a statement. He
refused. He said "I know I am over the age and it would go against me"., Detective
Coonan asked him to give it 2 or 3 days consideration and come again on Friday night,
Morrie said "I am afraid"., I said "I will accompany you", I rang him up on Friday
morning when he said to me "I am not going to the Detective Office, I intend to drop
everything”. I said "Don't be foolish", On the Friday afternoon Morris came to my
place between 2 and 3 o'clock, I said "Not working Ben?" He said "No I got the
afternoon off". He then stated "I will go witth you tonight", He left for the City
about 3 o'clock promising to return to tea, my son accompanied him, I d4id not see then
again until they were in trouble in Sydney. There I said to Morris "Will you make =
statement now?" At first he said "No - one thing at a time. Let me ggt back to
Melbourne®. I then had a conversation with Morris's brother, Subsequently a statement
was handed to me by a Detective at Milson Point Sydney. I handed that statement t‘o

Detective Coonan at my house.

X X D ~ My son had been a companion of Morris, About January of last year I knew

my son was carrying on with men. I knew it then of Morris also, He continued coming

to my house up to the time he was arrested about & week ago., I knew they were carryimg
on this business with men all the time, Money has never entered into this matter with
me, I am out to hélp the boys by getting at the men who a:be corrupting them, 1
frequently spoke to them and their companions, The Police did not assist me owing to
technical difficulties, I know a man named Watson, He was with my son on one occasion.
I received money from him on behalf of my son, I think it was £9 for his fare to Bristane

fle glso bought him clothes, That was about 6 weeks after my son deserted from the

navy. 1 interviewed Watson on many occasions on behalf of my son and Morris, The first

wae in January 1919, I mentioned Watson's name to the Police when my son was arrested

=¥




for desertion, I told the Police about the £9 immediately after I received it, I haw
never received money from a man in Footscray. I have never thought of taking money Xm
s .
9/ | Conn €4

from accused Bruin., I have complained about 3 men to the Police, I received the letter
produced (Ex,"A") and handed them to the Police a day or two after., I went to Bruin in
the public interest, I did not go to get money. I expected to get help for Morris
fyrom Bruin so kmx that Morris could get away. I wanted toO get him away from his hateful
surroundings. My interview with Bruin was not longer than 3 or 4 minutes, It was dark,

I cannot say that Bruin was the man I spoke to but I believe he was Bruin, I did ndt

say "Only money would settle it", Nothing like that was said, Ben suggested Bruin

coming to my house and sent the telegram himself.
By the Bench - Watson denied having anything to do with my son but said "I will

assist your son" and so gave him the £9 and clothes, I did not knowthen he had

committed the offence, The £9 was given in January.

AZ, Smith,

THOMAS COONAN

Sworn States:- I am a Sergeant Detective at lielbourne., At 7.45 p.m. on 2nd
October last the witness Mrs Smith brought the accused Morris to the Detective Office,
She had made a complaint a few days before to the officer an charge. I said to Morris
in the presence of lirs Smith "Dc you wish to make a statement and sign it about Bruin

committing unnatural offences upon you?" He = "I am 20 years of age and-if I sign

o statement I will be charged with hin", I - "Where did you meet this man Bruin?" He .

"About 5 years ago outside the Snowden pictures and he has been committing unnatural

e ———
-

. L
e

offencese on me since', I « "Where?" He « "I used to visit him for the week-end at

e e -

—
——
--\_.._____

e —— e

his house 102 Harcourt Street Auburn but 1 don't want to meke a statement now, I'll

e -_'_L_____________,_. R R

e e ———— = ...—-—-'_"-_'_r_._-_

consider it for a couple of dgys and return with Mrs Smith", I - "Xxx Very well its

2 serious matter, consider it and come back again®, Mrs Smith handed me the bundle of
letters produced (Ex,"A"). They are addressed to accused Morris and signed "Harry". -I
also produce carbon copies of those letters (Ex."B") They were handed to me by accus'd

Bruin at his house on the 10th October last, I also produce letters from accused Morris

to Bruin which were handed to me at the same time by Bruin (Ex, "C"). Accused Morris
;o |




and Mrs Smith then left., Morris did not return, On 10th October last in company wiath

Det, Sickerdick I called on accused Bruin at his house., I said "Are you lr Harry Bruin ?"

He « "Yes", I - "We are detectives making enquiries about a statement made Yy

Benjamin Morris"., He - "I know Benny Morris for about 5 years”, I -« "He alleges thet

"Tt is not true, Morris

———
— e
e —— — pg—

you have been committing unnatural offences on him here", IHe =

has visited me here and stopped for the week-end", I - "Will you make a statement,

= .
. —
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Where did Morris sleep at the week-end?" He - "In bed with me there - pointing to a

bunk which was the only bed in the house, Bruin then made a statement which I reduced

to writing. That statement I now produce (Ex, "D") and read to the Court, I said to

accused Bruin "Have you any letters of Morris's?" He ¥mk looked round the Bench and

nanded me the letters already produced (Exs, "B" and ngn), I now Pead those sent by

adcused Bruin to accused Morris, I said to accused Bruin "Have you any Oscar Wildes

books?" He said "Yes" and handed me over the two produced (Ex, "E"), I asked for them

to verify the statement made to me by Mr Smith concerning some books she had returned

from Morris to Bruin. On 22nd November last lirs Smith handed me a statement purporting

to be made by accused Morris. On 15th inst. I obtained warrants for the arrest of

sccused. On 1l6th inst, at 8 o'clock Detective Mulfahey and I arrested accused Morris

on this charge., At the Detective Office I showed him the statement handed tO me by Mrs

Smith. He acknowledged it as his. On 17th inst. I arrested accused Bruin, I said to

him "I have a warrant for your a.rrest for committing an unnatural offence on Benny

Morris®. He made no reply. We took him to the Detective office and presented him to

Morris and there I read to them the statement handed to me by Mrs Smith (Ex, "F"), I

agid to Morris "Is that statement true?" He said "Yes", I said to Bruin "What have

you to say to that?® He -« "What I said before". I - "What do you mean by that?"

He = "What I said before". I - "Are you referring to your statement?” He - "Yes",

He was there charged with the offence”, I made enquiries at Alfred Hospital and faila

to get any information of Morris being treated there. There has been no Customs offic e

named Robinson on the wharf for some years.

X XD - Bruin denied theoffence from beginning to end.

T. Coonan.




HECTOR PERRIN SMITH

Sworn States:- I am an iron worker and reside at 24 NcGregor Street

About 1.30 p.m. on 3rd October last, I met accused

/7

Middle Park. I know bothn accused,

Morris in the City. We had lunch at Sargents and the nwent to my place at Middle Park.

We went back to town and remained there till 5 p.m. and then out 10 Morris's place &

91 Palmerstion Crescent South Melbourne. Morris packed up his clothes and we brough‘t

them into Victoria Coffee Palace where we engaged a room, buring the afternoon Morris

said "I am going out to Bruin's, will you come with me?" I agreed and we went out

that evening about 7 o'clock to Bruin's place. ‘He was not in so we came back to town,

T made a ststement in which I said he was there, That statement is not true as to the

The first part of the statement is correct, The statement produced

latter portion,

(EX_ "G") is the one I mad e, I£ Morris made a similar statement it is not true as to

Bruin committing an offence, I told the lie or Morris had a hold over me, I wanted to

help lMorris by accusing Bruin. No one except detectives have interviewed me in this

going to tell the truth

matter., I saw accused lMorris last night and told him I was

and then I walked away. 1 have since told my mother all about what I feared from Morris

and so I can now speak the truth. I was knocking about with Morris for some time in

Sydney. I there stole a suit of clothes and was srrested and convicted. My mother

paid half the fine.

Hector P. Smith,

The foregoing depositions of Annie Smith, Thomas Coonan and

Hector Perrin Smith were taken and sworn before me at

Hawthorn this 27th day of January 1920,
S. S. Philpott J.FP.

Statement of both accused

"I am not guilty".



EXHIBITSGS,

BAY Bundle of letters from accused Bruin to {accuaed Morris -( sample hereunder)
/

Merbein P/@
Victorie
Wednesday night
July 25th 1919

My dear Ben,

I can feel you to-night very plainly, O for an embrace, Yes it will be
later on, I received your promised letter yesterday 12,15, You would know by your
own feelings, I thank you for same, I am véry happy. I know you will do what you
promise, I shall not reply to it just now, Later on perhaps, Not for & week or so,
I take it that you are well again now, Be careful and look after your health, Don't @
out at night, Another month or so and spring will be here when we will have great
times together., My last letter posted Thursday, arrived in €ity 4 o'clock Friday, Pezx e
Day no delivery so could not get it before Monday. Your reply to this will be the las t

"/ I think to return, I hoplnext week end or as early the next. I shall stay at the

Federal CoffecPalace the night and then at Glenferrie House Hewthorn for a time, 1
have a small camp in H - street but its too cold for winter months, ‘I want to probe
your innermost soul first before deciding upon anything definite, All depends upon
you, I had thought of going away Ifrom Victoria, then your first letter came offering
me your heart, soul and hand. How, yes how indeed can I refuse you afterpouring out
your troubled soul to me, I know you were pretty bad (sick I mean with the fast life)
for youtzgain write to me., I also think that you will know that I had a kind soulsz
within me. I will not dwell here., The past is gone, We are in the present and going
on to the future with hope joy and peace. When I see you and talk matters over you

will say that our experience during the past two years, has tended to one end, that of

brings us closer together. Again with all my love, trust you are happy and well,

Harry.
o - by Bundle of carbon copies of letters found at Bruin's house 102 Hagrcourt St.
Auburn 10/10/19, (Sample hereunder),
Merbein

via Mildura
July 31st 1919,

My dear Ben,
Your letter of the 28th inst. to hand to-day. Why this delay? My

letter of the 23rd posted on the 24th ought to be delivered Saturday morning. When

was it delivered? My letter of the 15th was delivered on the 21st or ought to have

been. You have not yet replied to it. Can you point out one of your's that I have

not replied to at once?

o I think in one of your letters that you said that you hated letter writing, 1

ask you why? Letter writing is the only means we have of conveying our thoughts one

IRXLIRXRLREX
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to the other., With me it is a great pleasure, It is not a form or an act of courtesy

but a pouringout of one's inmost soul to one he loves,

I do not know when I shall return, I may be another week or twa.' I think it ®

best for me to see you after I get home, I have no decent clothes with me, only working

togs. You would not know me, would not care to be seen with me, Anyhow that is my
view, ZEverything up here is very rough, not only the living but the people The fruit,

the climate and the land is all right. But still I hope to finish soon and leave like

a white man, I will write to you before leaving.

With love and good health

Harry.

nee Bundle of lettexjwritten by Morris to Bruin (sample hereunder).

91 Palmerston Crescent
Albert Park
Friday June 27th.

My dear Harry,
Your dear wonderful letters to hand, three of them, you can never knuw

how I felt, I expected one from you Tuesday as usual, three days past then I received

three, you can imagine my relief, my feelings, my brain was in a whirl and I felt an

utter longing to sit and write you straight away. Herry how intimate we must be for me

to write you like this and the weeks we have made it up, so few, I believe we are

beginning to feel and know one another so closely, I am glad to know you so intimately

that I can picture each hour what you are doing, think of me Harry bored and wearied %

death in a stuffy old office with men of a different kind, I want you to send me your

thoughts so that in time we can without xnowing, help one another, If I do not express

to you how greatly I enjoy your letters, please understand I am doing so0 now, you tell
me my letters help you and you like them, my letters to you are nothing compared to
your letters to me, You say I have opened my soulf to you, I wish I could, and be

able to let you know about myself, things I am sure you understand,

Letter writing I hate for indeed it seems to me, after I have written a letter
that I have not expressed just what I have wanted to say, Or I have presumed too much
in writing what is in my mind, things that have a meaning for me, are quite different

to other people; but you are not one of the other pecple to whom I refer, you can

understand only too well my thought,

You ask me to explain one sentence from my letter of June 12, "It was éomethirg

far back in my mind that made me write to you, I tried to put it off in the end I gave

way". 1 wonder what I can wrbdte; many months ago I was destitute, anything and

everything was out to me, there were times when I was savage with pain and times when

I was exhaused from it, times when I felt so much out that even a word of sympathy fram

anyone brought forth a flood of tears, times when pity for myself left me incapable of
realizing anything beyond my wrongs. 1 once told you, that once I was filled with the
wildest hopes and I had outlived them, I have always thought of you Harry of the littl e

back room in Harcourt Street of the Howthorn Coffee Palace, of the week end with you

of everything and anything connected with you and every time I do think I blame myself

for being too restless, my imaginative powers, were nearly the ruin of my whole life,
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I don't think you can fo_rget our little tears together, they were the start of our
friendship, they are ever fresh in my memory now, but when I try to recall you, well I
don't think I could forget you, I thought often of writing to you and asking your
forgivemess, but I admit I am stupid, and my thoughts ever running wilcf, told me it
would mean me humbling myself at your feet, only to be laughed at as one of the curious
stock; and after I had penned my first letter to you I thought a long time over it but,
I conquered my thought and sent the letter to you; you can never know how I felt when
a note arrived from you, you had written me after all, you are a friend Ha.rry.

You will never divulge anything I write to you Harry and I thank you for
mentioning it to me, I trust the interest we will find in one another will help us in
any and every way, I live for ‘you and if I could ever do you a good turn, do not 1
imptore you belittle the possibility of a true friendship, I shall be ever helpful
ever true towards you and I want you to feel the same way for me, .

You say love can never die, no, love can never die, but, "is ours love",
never mind love will bloom in both our hearts, for I kxnow in re=-reading your letters
that there is a ring of genuineness in them,

Well Harry I do sincerely believe in this Wireless Telepathy of which you
speak, it will exist between you and I and I sometimes feel that it is existing now;
often I get a thought about you when I least expect it and then I think to myself,
what will Harry think, Iis he thinking about me., I believe I am always thinking about
you especially in these last few weeks of our renewel of friendship. We are friends
Harry.

Next momth will bring you to me, when you do come we will not dwell in the
past rather we shall look to the future, ahead we go together firm in the belief thatl
we are friends. Sometimes I feel that we are going to be very happy together, I am

going to get some picture postcards with small space for writing this letter paper

demoralizes me,

Yours very sincerely

Ben.

W)
HARRY HARDY BRUIN

I am a carpenter and builder and live at 102 Harcourt Streét Auburn, 1
am a single man and live alone, I know Ben Morris and have been corresponding with hin
for about 5 years. I met him about 5 years ago near the Snowden pictures on the South
side of the Yarra. I had an appointment to meet a friend there between 7 and 8 p.ms
on this evening and while I was waiting I got into conversation with Morris who was
then only a Dboy. My frienL\did not turn up and I walked along St.Kildas Road with Morris
ards his home which he told me was in Palmerston Crescent, South Melbourne, In

tow

conversation I told him I was a builder and he ssked me if I could mike him a propelle

for & small aeroplane, I said I would think over the matter and gavehim my addréss,
A few days after I received a letter from him with a sketch of the propeller he require d

I replied to his letter and we then kept up a correspondence afterwards, I have kept

a copy of several of the letters I write to him., He afterwards contracted a venereal
disease and I took him to the Alfred Hospital where he was attended, He told me he

got it from a Customs Cfficer named Robinson., It would be about 2% years ago that

Morris was attending the Alfred Hospital for this complaint., I have carbon copies of
- Qe




letters which I have written to Worris., After he was cured of his complaint I never
heard from him till the firsf week in June last, I had been away at Nildure for some
time. When I first met Morris I often took him to the pictures in the City. I returned
fpom Mildurs about the 16th August last, While I was at Mildura I received a letter
from him and when I was returning to lelbourne I sent him & telegram asking him to
meet me on my return at the train, He did not turn up. I then wrote a letter to him
asking him to come to my house at Auburn on the 20th August 1919, He came out and
stopped with me for about an hour and a half. He came to my place again on Saturday

evening 23rd August 1919 and I took him to the Camberwell pictures, We returned to my
house that evening and he slept with me that night, He remained with me the next day

and left at 7.30 p.m. I did not commit any offence on him that night or at any time

and if he says I did it is not true, As regards the wording in my letters to Ben of
love and other endearing remarks I wrote as I felt for I loved him and wanted to be
his friend, 2 I onltf slept with him one night, and that was when I returned from
Mildura. He had visited me at my place when I first mede his acquaintance., On the
30th September 1919 a woman called on me about 8.30 p.m, She brought back two books
which Ben Morris borrowed from me, One is Chamides Poems by Oscar Wilde and the
other "De Profundus" by Oscar Wilde, She said to me "Ben Morris is in a bad way and
must be got away". I said to her "Whom am I speaking to?" She said "My address is in
one of the books and if you like to come out and see him you may". She did not say
anything about money. Next day I received a telegram from Morris asking me to come
and see him. I did not go but went to Cawsey and Ward of the Australian Detective

Agency and asked them to make some inguiries as I thought an attempt was being made

to blackmail me, Mr Cawsey afterwards told me it was & matter for the Police, The

foregoing statement has been read over to me and it is true and correct, I do not

wish to sign it,

Witness. T. Coonan
Sgt.
nE” Two books by Oscar Wilde,
> - North Sydney Police Station

18/11/19.

Benjamin Morris states:- I am a clerk lately residing at 91 Palmerston Crescent
South Melbourne, I am desirous of making & statement against a man named Harry Bruin,
a builderof Harcourt Street Aub'urn, Victoria. In October last Bruin gave me the sum
of £15 to leave Melbourne as he Bruin had been committimg@ unnatural offences on me,
and knew that Detective Coonan was desirous of getting a statement from me as he had
the matter in hand, I have known Bruin for about 5 years and during that time he has
committed unnatural offences with me on various occasions, the last time being in.
October last ra.t_lhis___rgeidence in Auburn when he handed me the money to leave Melbourpe.
Since ;oming to Sydney 1 hav_e_seen and spoken to Bruin but havenot kept his company.
Hector Smith of 24 McGregor Street Middle Park Welbourne accompanied me to Bruin's

residence and saw Bruin commit an unnatural offence upon me On the night prior to
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leaving for Sydney., ‘I wish to state that I havemade this statement of my own free

will.
Signed - Benjamin Morris
Witness - Thomas E. White, 18/11/19,
Const.
"G State Reter Penetentiary

Long Bay Sydney
25rd Dec, 1919,

EECTOR PFRRIN SMITH States:=-

£ I am a houseman and waiter and at present living at

beginning

Long Bay. I formerly lived at Middle Park Victoria, 1 left Victoria in the mizaXe
of October this year in company with Ben Morris and Jimmy Stowers and came to Sydney,
I know & man named Harry Bruin, I havebeen at his place once Or twice, I went to
Bruin's place in company with Ben Morris, tlhie night before we left for Sydney. The
place is a kind of workshop but 1t has =a bed there, Morris got on the bed and took
down his pants and Bruin committed an unnatural offence on him, I was present and
saw all that took place., I saw Bruin give Morris £15 afterwards, We both told Bruin
we were going to Perth, After we arrived in Sydney we metl Bruin here in the street

one day. Only a few words passed between Morris and Bruin and we then parted and I

have not seen him since. I make this statement of my own free will and I am prepared

to give evidence in the Court if required against Bruin,

Eector Perrin Smith.

VWitness = W. E., Truskett
Det., Sgt.
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