
h[y dear Digger Pal,

It has not bcen possible f or nr,e to have
a final ch,u,t'ch parade, nor to ztisit eaclt, ort,e of you
indiztidu,ally for the purpose of sayirtg gaodttye.
I cannot, horue-ter, le az'e the re gi,nte ttt zvitltout
addressirrgl to \;olt a fezu words of farewell as n'our

Podra.

At the outset,l ruant to .ta\r zuhat all of tts tttrt.tt
be f celingl about th,e ftdu,re of tke reginrcnt, 11,o

matter ztltat traditiorts -,ae lnue entered irtto, i1x lpa(
t'ime, a greatcr z:isiort of tlr,e Arnt\ irt wirutitt,gl thc
zt,ol' trtust acceptcd, so tlrc i,neaitable l'tad to take

ltlace zuith srtclt-like regimetr,ts and tlteir particu!ar
-cLroi'k. I knozu how sorry the Comntan'din,g
Officer and his .rtolf feel about it, but I do hno-,u

tltis, that itltcrc-"'cr IotL lJo, \'ott zt,ill co.'i'r\t ott, th,e

gaod zuorh ruhich !'ou, leari'tcd to accortjtlish os a
nrcnrber of the rcgimeti. 1;otl at'e oil you,r hortottt'
in the se qreat day*s to tlo this, to n"oaintairt th,e ltighe st
standard of sclf-respect, tlrc completest forin of
sclf-control, so thot, at on,u critical tnotttent, \tott
shall not fail. 7lour lit'e brilt ort' this basis, tour
ftirtrc .rhall, be zttortlt)'.

illyr 7a'v11v of of.ficc t7s f'ol/r' Padre f or tlrc pasi
tztto 'yucars has been full of itfierest, f riend!itttss and
happhtess, and I zuat.tt 5tott to kitozu holtt 'z'er\ sorr)
! am to be laoz'ittc7 ancl qh'irtc1 ttlt tttl'zrarh atttotrclst
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yau. I otn oety crmscious of n,tany failin,gs anci
sh,ortcotttix,gs, and. realise tlcat I cou,ld lnae done
ntuck for tlce furtheraruce of yowr spiritual welfare,
at tke satae time I am indeed thau,kful tltat throu,gh
jtotu'conxradeship and co-operatioto a great frirnd-
sloi,p has been cemented for all tinr,e, and that
pr{vilege is th^e onh good thin,g tkat catr, con,te ou,t
of war. llly frayer is tkat yorl will neLter lay the
cltarge tltat yow could haz:e been a better n,tan, kad
I been, a better Padre. t|/kat I anc most thayLkful
for zaas, that it did tt,ot ntot-ter wlwt elenoninetio?$
zue were, tlte zuhole regintent was a wnited halt/ty
fantily, tlrat is zuhat Arnt,y life does; although tue
are of diaers tastes and tl.tougltts, and giue alleg-
iance to our respectiae churches, it helps us to sinlt
outr denominational differences, liz,e and, zenrk
toclether as brothers in a corltllrotl cause.

I shall always rernentber the great cln,trck ser-
vices we had, "in, the fi,eld." I tried to show \ott
th,e great need yow h,az,e for tke Ch.w,rck, and th.e
Chu.rch's need f or yot,t,, becau,se sh.e is Christ's wr;rld-
wide catholic organisotiort, for the establish,ment of
God's l{in,gtlom on earth. One tkiltg is certairu,
i.f zue are to look forward to a new, braue u,orld,
after zuar, tlte basis nttlst be a liaing and effectfue
f orce in th,e world, It is a challen,ge for eaer\ one
of us to accept, anttby actiott. iu-tlu Chuych-tf Gad
*te ca,L help to bu,ild on the rwins-th,e city of God
rtport earth.

I shall remetnber tloe conmutnity sessions, qttises,
sttfpers. I hazte ahuays enjoyed wanderin,g i,nto
lortt' ltttts, the aiy tltich with, digger language and
smohe, artd enteringl into ^lotw conaersalions. I
feel that th,e ltersonal con,tact was f orged iyr, this wa"f .

It zuas a great priuilege to prepare so mnny af you
for con,fi,rmatiotts, and I trust th,at all who have
been, confirmerl aill hecorue faithful soldiers anrl
serz;onts uttto l,our life's entl.



I ant, iaavin,tl lutndrcds of1'ecr*-*-.*
officers and otlte r ranks alihe ; I skal!, lon.g f or the
great friendship and tl'te great times zue Ltare h,ad
toglcther. I skall ilettct' forget yott,. Goorlb3'e

f or tlrc f,resent, tn\ 'lteart is sad at leoz,ittg ),ort.
I4/hatcuer rcginrcrt I serz,e in,, it could rtot be mnrc
friendly and co-operatizte than, th,e wonderful Stlt
Cavalrl' Reqt., A.I.F. Gocl be with, you and bless
you zuherc'uer )tolt, are) it't zuhateaer mdt you find.
yom'self . My 'uery best -ruisl'tcs to 5,sv1, lt,oiue-t''olk,

f or I feel I knozv tl,t,cnt, th,rou,glt yott. Ci-re nrc a
thought sonretiutcs, for I will be thi,nhin,g of you,
all; I will be ltleascd to ltaae a tr,ote from \su.

I cam,ot finish this farezuell letter to 1,6s, zuitk-
out erpressirtg ou,r aery deep appreciatiott, to eacl't,

nte nrber of tl,te Regirnentttl Auriliary f or their
intercst,tirne and money llLet haue so willin,gly giacn
rLs: ut\ zvclfare zuork in tke regitnent was cortsidcr-
ably helfed by the Auriliary, artd to a aery larse
ertent madc camp life rnore bearable than, it ruottld
lru-Le baett.

n[ay the tinrc be not too far distant zukevt, zue

shall be a,ettrirrg our ciaxy cloth,cs again, - 11,1s EUsv

finishetl, tlte z,ictorjt 't-Ltott., and peace in, tlte zuorld
aglaitt, and h,az,c th,e fleasure of meeting all my
digger pals at a reurtion of the Reginr,erfi.

Cood luch, and Gotl bless yotr,.

Belieue nte to be ,

Vortr Padre who has been, a Diqrler too,

LESLIE CtJLA.


