DATE: Frd October, 1%14.

LOCATATION: Broadmesadows Training Camo.

fomal

STATIONAORY: ¥.HM.C.A."0n Active Service® letter [ zSsme in
poor condition. Pen.

CONMTENT: Brief description of the routine at thewwamp.

From J.M.McBlade, Broadmasdows.
& Sguadron B Trooo,
8th &.L.H.

Doz Sheil

W]

F
Excuse  fhis scrawl but being in a hurry and having a
rotten table to write on I can not settle to write much. Srrived

i}

3
out here last Mondav & up to the pressnt can®t growl  at much.
Things are & kit ROUGH in the tucksr line but ons can’t
hatsl fars out here. Bill Cowell and his brother Frank ars in

the same troop as myvself and we were lucky snough to gst into the
same tent. HWe rise at & o'clock, have =2 cupn of coffss, +all in
for parade at guarter to sSseven drill tiill esight then breakfast,
parade again at F & drill to ....... to 2. Drill again 2 to 5.30

Yesterday was an sasy day. In the morning.e.c-cc-=2.. % in the

atternoon we were marched off for & swim. Norman Mclleod...coe--e
the Light Horse & I am not sure what he is in now. Tried to
get.....English papers in Melbournes but had no hope, all ocrders
HDY ....-=a..5 ahead.

Will write longer next .......... to put the above address

Yours sincersly
J. M. MoBl ade

fouske



DAaTE: i7ih Octoher, 1914

LOnaTION: Broadmeadows Training Camp.

STAETIONARY: Y.M.D.4. "On Active Bervicse"” notepaper.
icsame in fzir condition? Indelible
peEncili.

CONTERNT =

m, Uniform issus, Rifle drill.
i =

fddress B Trooo Broadmeadows Camp,

& Souadron i7ih Oct 1914

Sth A.L.H.

\
Dmar Sheils,
received letters safelvy., many thanks. Sa far as I

bnow I think I have passed the doctor. We were examined by him
today but have not heard the ressualt. s far as the work is

il

concerned we are having a real sasy time, not very long hour

=%

about 8 hours a day work but az it is cut up into three parades
it comes easvy. We have not been given owr uniforms  vet  but
expect to get them about Monday. A1l this heei we have been
going through rifle drill & in that we have a2 1o of crawling
about onn the ground so vou can guess it does nat improve owr
ciothes. For instance we are given the command to advance 100
yvds in open order at the doubls. That means running 100 yds
> then laving down > try to make ourselves as small as possible.
If vou happen to be at a nice little hole of mud vou go intoc  it,
anvithing toc gt cover. She’s grandg 7 I left @y camsras in town
But am getting it sent out. Will send vyou any sSnaps I
take. Excuse the badly written lstter but I have just finished a
Big tss of bhread and iam. We get ditto for breakfast and stew
for dinner. It seesms all right for the Ffirst day o two  but
after two weeks Oh Lord | Must close now as I have to report for
guard duty tonight on the horses liness. § M. ¥ lonsly walking

up and down the lines until about & o’clock tomorrow morning.  So
long for the present, will wite more.

Yours sincersly.

J.HM.McBlade.



§ oo

DaTE: December 14th, 1214

LOCATION: Broadmeadows Training Camp
STATIONARY Motepansr. Indelibls psncil
COMTENT: Horses arrive, possibility of sailing

cend of January, "Dusty® marchpast thes Govenor,
Watering ths horses.

B Troop Hroadmeadows Camp
& Bg 1adrnn i4th Dec 1714
Sth L.H.

(&

expect vou have given up all hope of hsar
me, but sincs I came back I have bsen going full soesd
in the morning till ten at night. When we arrived ba
we found that our lines had bheen hh;fted to ancther par
Now that we have ow horsss we have very little time t
managed to get a fz3irly good sort of horse.
We werse in great hopes that we wers
.ft | .

i
i b b e

ten days time, but we heard last nigh

the latter end of January, but still we may have the luck to g
3 |
i h

=
away Soonsr. aun Juat about fu

i is placs, nothing bu
dust . dust.dust all day long.
h

iast Friday we had a HMarch Past the Stats SBovenor. bie had
been out 21l moening., came home at dinner time and found a1l the
water turned off - couldn’t wash so had to start out after dinnes
onn the march past covered in dust. Couldn™t get a wash when ws
came home % had to go short with our tea in the svening.

I suppose Mr Brophy will soon be coming down. I hope hs
will take a run ocut to ses me before he returns. T will trv and
get a run intc town some evening % send yvou a few papers. I am
sending you a copy of a photo taken a few days ago.

Excuse this badly written letter but I am writing it on the
grond. It has been raining all morning so we had not to go out

1
on parade, =o I am making the best of pare tims. Can’t move
outside the tent without getting mud up to the sves. in about

hours time we have to taks the horses to water. She'=s a ro

1
Sy a8

[T
o

ot

e

game inn  wet wesather. One man takes four horsss & th e
slipping and sliding all over the shop.

dell must close now as I want to scratch a line to  Biddy.
Be sure % write me a long lstter % give me all the news. Give my
kindest regards to Mr & Mrs Stagg & all in Blen Shira.

Yours sincerslv.

Jack Mc3lade



DAaTE: Frd January 1915

LODATION: Brogdmeadows Training Camp

STATIONARY: ¥.M.C.A. "On Active Service” notepaper
{fair condition? EBlack ink

EOMTEMT: Four—day march, night marches, to =zail
on Jan 18th.

8 Troop Broadmeadows Camp
& Bguadron Jrd ist 1S
g L.H.

Dear Sheils.

I suppose yvou have given wup all hops of sver hearing
from me. Christmas has passsd and the new vear & I never sven
wrrote to wish vou s happy time. We ssem to be going night & day
lztely. However they gave us a few davs at Christmas. Afisr a
great +ight I got enough leave to take a run over to Sydney. I
wanted to settls up = few things about my little nzice. I did

not ses her as I was not sure about my leave until about an hour
before I got it. Since I cames back I have been ooing some. Next

Tuesday evening or Wednesday morning we start cut on a four davs

maroh. I think it is a sort of final test as to what we can do.
I expect we will not have too swest a time of it as we go without
any blankets.only our greatcoats to siesn in. 5till if the
weather  is anveays fine it will not be guites so bad. Lately we
have been called out twice for night marches % both times it was
raining in torrents. The first time we left hers about 1I-30 in
the morning, rode over to the remount depot about 7 miles  awav,
hrad dreax{agt 2 got thres horses sach & lsd them down o the
transports at Fort Melbourne. Altogether we brought down  about
403 horsss. They were for the re—enforcements who wesre going
SWAYES, We arrived at the boats about 9-30, shipped the horses,
ieft zabout Z-30 & arvived back here shout seven oclock HET to the
skin. Who wouldn®t be a soldier for S/- a day 7 ihe second tims
we were called out about midnight % did about 24 miles march  on
foot, raining again. Howsver its 311 in the game.

We have b= that no more leave will be grantsd From
oW On 835 We I on the iBth. think ths only thing
that is k=sspi is the boats ars not ready vet, but as
soon as they x I will send vou @y

G

photo  tomors 2 vou had a good frip away &

O Christmas was wishing I were with vouo I  =upposs
Combisnbar i dust it now. Filosase sxcusse  this badly
written note ght is simply rotten., the candle shakes
likse bDlazes refuse to stay open as I oam iust about
beat. I was guard from Z2.30 am on Saturday o 4£.4580 am.
dhen I cams had to drill all day & then go on police
duty at niah in "t gt off till 11 goiock this morning
{Bundavi.

s



I will write more in a2 day or two also write to Mr Stacg.
sase acocepnt @my best wishes for a aeav happy % joyfull MNew Year
and best of luck Glen Bhira. ‘

r"l"

Yours sincersly,
J.M.McGl ade

ME: The nisce mentionsd in this lstter was the daughitsr of his
elder brothsr Francis. Both Francis and his wife had disd some
yoars earlier and the niece,Mary Ellen McGlade, was being railsed
in a convent in Svdney. She later became a nurse and enlisted in
W.W.II into the 1i3th Seneral Hospital of the Aust  Army  Nursing
Service. She was captursd with a number of Sustralian nurses by
the Japanese on Banka Island on the 1é6th Feb 1942 and shot.

{reg Mo H.F.E. F&E75)

=



LOCATION: "At Sea”
STATIOHNARY: Motepapsr stamped &.1.F. Fassed
Censor 14 Indelibls pencil
COMTEMT: Destination 7 England or France
8t Ssa
Monday
Dear SBheils,

I had not time to write to vou before  leaving
Broadmeadows, so I am taking this chance of sending a2 f2w lines.
I am sorry I cannot say whers we are now but we are not allows
to give any information as to owur movemenis. hers we are going
we don’t  know but we a2ll hope we will go to sither England or
France. The weather has hesn good so far , last night it came up
a2 bit rough but it is getting calmer now. 8ill % Frank Cowesll
have not beesen fesling too good but they will soon get a1l right.
So  far the horses have been doing 11 right & if we only get
fairlv good weathsr we should not have many losses. I suppose
the Combienbar is locking in the pink now.  Excuse this very
short note but I hope to dig up mors news in @y next Istisr (MNow
don’t forget to write % write often.

may not bs able to writse agsain for soms tims. I will
write the Ffirst chance I get. Sive my kindest regards to M
Brophy % ask him to drop me 2 line now & than.
With best wishes to Mr & Mrs Stagg and all the
littie staggers.
Yours sincersly
Jdack McocGlads
>



BatTE: Sithough this lstter was datsd 18 th
of April 1916, the content clearly indicates
=

it wmas writhten in 1515,
LOEATINN: Merna camp. Egvot.
STAT IOMNaHRY ¥.M.ID.8. notepaper. Ink snd pencil
CONTERMT = fGrrived Egypi.report of vovage.,walking the
horses for two wesks.lstier continusd 14th Sprilg
camp moved to F’yramldEE expects to be moved soon,
last oages missing.
Mena Camp 1Z2Eh April 19146 ¥ {13:
Egypt.
= F T
Dear Sheila,
2% last we have managed to get this far  on our
Jjourney. We arrived heres yesterday wesk, afisr having spent five
splisndid wesks on the vovage. We had agood trip over, sSplsndid
weather & very little work to do.  Hhen we Isft Heitﬁnrq= WE Wers
coms straight here., but we had a slight breakdown on
wo davs afiter we lefit and we had to put in to &lbany  for
He staved thers two days, but were not asllowed ashore.
t port of c311 was Colombo & we wers granted five hours
lesave. We had a3 splendid timse. Bill & Frank Cowell & myssid 311
went ashores toosther. We hired a motor car & went 311 round the
show.

The next day just about an hour bhefors we were dus to sail
we  were 211 made to f311 in on parade. fbout Fifty of us  were
picked to go ashore on dutvy. e had to go & gst al 2
Fities. In about & guarter of an hour we wers read
in Full marching order. e went & & marched
ictiv. We thought we might only hav
¥

5
P
A

£

is
bBack again but we soon found out di

a ten milse march right out & ;
apout thres miles from the end of ou

it rain. #hen the rain

v march it starited to rain &
id 3 topped vou would have E:wg" we ha

allien in to ths harbour. hen ake matiters :
tand in our wet clothes for about an hour before we aot back on
b i 2 ol : o

kS

t i
HBefore we arrived at SuH? we werese set to il
% buiiding thes ba up all arcound one side of &
reported that ths b= were close to the cans i
be fired upon . so of course we had to get ready.  However when
we arrived at SBusr we werse told to get off there. Started




disemba bout § ocliock a2t night % kept
night. o over soms stores on the wh
horsss 211 might I didn™t get much
sausdr o horsss of E L£.00 am, pu
train a =2irot., We arviwved at Cairo
de—trains % started cut for  here. i
gillowsd fo ride our horsss so had to walk & Ilsad ths
is about fen miles from Cairo out to the camp hers,
five wesks on bosrd ship we were pretity sofi. That
sgemnd mors like twenty. We will not be allowsd to rid
for fwo wesks afisr we land. 5o have to lsad theas to
water is about a2 mils % a halfd away.
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DATE: 28th December (1915)

ILOCATION: Mutruh Camp, some days’ march from
Alexandria.

STATIONARY : Blue nobepaper witten in indelible pencil.
Paper torn.

CONTENT : Desert march, fighting natives, a wet and
miserable Christmas, taking prisoners.
Egypt.
28th Dec
Dear Sheila,
555 o £ ~ NN Wl S since I wrote to you last but
we have been going like the blazes for some time. I think I told

vou in my last letter that we were going away mounted. We camped
outside Alexandria for about a fortnight & then started ocut. Part
of the Journey +to this place consisted of a four days march
accross the desert. It was a rotten trip, no water all day.
Could only get water for the horses & ourselves at night time
when we camped at a water well. Have a drink in the morning &
then off again on another day’s march to the next well. HWe have
had a busy time fighting the natives around here, & so far we
have come off best. We have to thank (%) the niggers for giving
us a merry Christmas. We left here about three o’clock on
Christmas morning & never got back till 9 o’clock the same night.
We were going hard all the time, stopped about a quarter of an
hour at midday for a Christmas Dinner which consisted of 4 or 5
hard biscuits and a tin of billy tea. To make matters worse
about an hour before we arrived back at camp here it started to
rain. It simply poured down. We had no over-coats as we had to
travell azs light as possible. We got wet through to the skin &
when we got back we found we had to camp on a new site so had to
sleep without tents & in our wet colothes. Oh ves it was a
lovely Christmas I don’t think. The only good thing about it was
we gave the niggers ’What ’0’. Took a big number of prisoners &
large quantities of supplies and camels. We were all looking
forward to getting Christmas billyies (billies) but our lot went
astray so we will have to go without. The only Christmas gift we
have received was some tins of chocolate. Please excuse the
badly written letter but I am resting the paper on my knees &
sitting on the ground & alsoc I am like Bert Clay "pushed for
time". . Give my best wishes for the New Year to all at Glen
Shira & I hope I will be back in Combienbar by next Christmas.
Must close now, will write later first chance I get.
Yours sincerely,
Jack MeGlade

P.5. Better address the letters as usual to Heliopolis




Suddenly vyou make a dive at the biscuit & jam with your mouth &
all going well & you happen to be quick enough you may not get
more than two or three flies in a mouthful. Very nice Eh ¢ Of
course vou must remember that these flies have very likely been
taking a little gentle exercise over the body of a Turk whe has
been laying outside the trenches about two months.

I have been here close to four weeks & I haven’t had a line

from my beloved sister, so if I don’t soon hear from her soon
Biddy & I won’t be playing speaks. The last letter I had from
her was about a month before I left the peninsula. Her husband

at that time was stationed with his regiment somewhere on the
south coast, but she was not allowed to say where.

I am looking foward to getting a long lettér from you giving
me all the news & scandal. Give my kindest regards to all at
Glen Shira & hoping that they are feeling in the “pink’.

Yours sincerely,
J. M. McGlade

[9%)



DATE: 4th September, 1915

LOCATION: No 1 General Hospital, Heliopolils, Egypt.

STATIONARY : Notepaper, indelible pencil.

"CONTENT : Wounded, "willies", losses at % Russells
Top, more men needed, life on Gallipoli, bathing
and "sea shells", food, flies.

4th September No 1 General Hospital,

Heliopolis, Egypt.
Dear Sheila,

I received your very welcome letter, written from
Rosedale, last mail. As you can see by the above address I am
still stck here. The wound in my arm has healed up all right,

but I still have lost the power of my wrist and hand. The doctor
says 1t will get all right in time, but it seems pretty slow. I
have been here three weeks & it seems little better. However the

rest won’t do me any harm. Still I growl. When over on the
peninsula we were all wishing we could get away. Swore at
ourselves for ever coming to the war, & now when we are here
getting the best of care and attention, we growl at having to
stop here and want to be on the peninsula with the boys. Do you
think we wold ever be satisfied. I wish I were back on the
peninsula, I wish the war was over, I wish I was back in

Combienbar. In fact I don’t think I know what I want. I must be
suffering from the "willies".

I am afraid the poor old 8th L.H. will never bhe the same.
We have lost nearly all our old officers and men. After the
"charge" +they had a roll call & 3 officers and 120 men answered
their names out of a strength of about 500 of us who went out +to
chargde.  What seems to me to be the worst part of it is that all
the best men were killed. I have just seen a list of our losses
& they have posted a lot of them as missing but we know that they
all "went down". Poor old Jim Cameron went down right on top of
the Turkish trenches. But what is the good of thinking of it
all. We have got to learn to put up with the losses, and we know
that each one has '"done his bit".

Billy Cowell is all right again and is back in the camp here
waiting to be sent over to the peninsula. Frank Cowell never got
a scratch & wvet here I am in the hospital & I was layving close
along side Frank when I got hit.

Doug Rodwell came over a couple of days ago to see me. He
is in the 13th L.H. They left for the peninsula last night. He
was telling me that a lot more Gippsland boys were coming over.
It’s a pity one or two of the "Farmer"boys from Combienbar
wouldn’t come. Harry or Joe would Just do for the work & it
would do them the world of good.



Our style of living at the front is simple, in fact s=o
simple that we seem to have gone back to the age of the cave
dweller. Having to keep under cover in the trenches all the
time, and the trenches being very narrow, not more than two feet
wide, we dig a hole in the side of the trench to sleep in. Some
of these dug outs are all right, but the majority of them are not
what you would term comfortable. Some are made so that you lie
lengthways, just deep encugh to lie on, but they nearly all seem
too short with the result that your feet are hangding out over the
side all the time. Then there are others just like a rabbit
burrow only bigger. Tunnel straight in until it is long enough
to lie in. In this sort you’ve got to crawl in head first & have
hardly room to roll over once you get in. As we have generally
to sleep with all our clothes on you can guess we loock a bright
lot. If I did not have the sea to bathe in I don’t know what
would become of us.

They talk of the excitement of surf bathing but it is
nothing to what we have here. Talk about gathering shells by the
sea shore; we do, mighty big ones, but sometimes the sghells
gather a few of us. The Turks have a couple of guns they shell
the beach with. One we call "Beachy Bill" and the cther "Tucker
Time Liz" or "Lonely Liz". The Turks seem to always fire her
just about tucker time. However we generally manage to dodge
her. She is a long way off & we can hear the shell coming. If
we are in swimming & we hear one coming we all make a wild dash
for cover. Some race ashore & dive onto or under the nearest
cover they find. Others keep out in the deep water & take their
chances, because 1if the shells strike in the air loock out. A
shrapnell shell contains about 300 or 400 shrapnell bullets
{ which are round & about the size of a small marble) % when the
shell explodes the bullets are scattered around as well as bits
of the shell itself. I saw one shell one day come over & 1t got
nine of our boys. Killed two and wounded seven. Still they
can’t stop us bathing.

The supply of fresh water is not so great so can’t afford to
wash in 1it. About once a week I used to have a great clean-up.
Get half a cup of water, have a shave & use what water was left
over Lo have a sponge bath with. There was never enough to allow
me even to reach my neck. The tucker bill is also simple. Bully
beef & biscuits & Jjam with a little rice about once a week. The
Bully is so salt you could drink the sea dry. The fresh water is
all brought over from Malta in water barges & 1t is not too good.
There are one or two wells on the peninsula but they’re starting
to dry up.

Then to add to the comfort of ocur meals we have FLIES.
Little flies, ©big flies, young flies, old flies and dead flies.
Keep waving a biscuit & jam in one hand & with the other keep
rescueing flies who are trying to drown themselves in the tea.



DATE : 3rd March 1918

LOCATION: Berapeum on the Suez Canal

STATIONARY : On lined note-paper in blue ink

CONTENT The war drags on.

Egypt 3rd March 19186
The snaps enclosed are
very poor but I hope to
do better next time. J

Dear Sheila,
just a few lines to catch this mail as I am afraid I
have missed a few lately.

We have been shifted from Heliopolis & at present are camped
on the Suez canal at a place called Serapeum.. It is a very sandy
& windy place & I am afraid it will be. very hot during the
summer . A few days before we left Heliopolis I had a visit from
Charlie Thompson. He was looking in splendid health. I had not
seen him since last July so we had a great old yarn over old
times. I suppose by the time this reaches you Roy will have left
Australia, Don’t forget to let me know what he is in so I can
try & hunt him up if we are anywhere near each other. I hope we
will meet as I have so much to ask him. It zeems years & years
since I left Combienbar & worst of all it seems as if it is going
to be years & years before this horrid old war is going to end
& let us home. I will write next week when I hope to have more to
tell wou. The +trouble now is that my candle is just on the
wobble to go out. Give my kindest regards to Mr & Mrs Stagg &
all the children. '

Ever yours sincerely.
Jack MeGlade

just beat the candle.



DATE: 13th March 1918

LOCATION: Serapeum, Egypt

STATIONARY : Lined note-paper, blue ink

CONTENT: Roy Stagg sailing soon, reflections on
Gallipolli & the losses, Trip to Western
Frontier, Thoughts of Combienbar, sand, sand,
sand.

Egypt, 13th March 1918
Dear Sheila,
I Just received your very welcome letter vyesterday.
You mentioned that Roy had been home on final leave. I am
waiting to hear that he has sailed. I hope you will let me know
what he is in, so that I can try & hunt him up when he arrives.
Unless we know exactly what regiment and squadron a man is in, it
ig impossible to find them.
Yesterday morning we were going out on patrol work & Jjust
after we left the camp who should I pass but Tom Farmer. That is

the first time I have seen him since I left Broadmeadows. I sung
out +to him +to come over & see me when we came back so I  am
looking out for him in a day or two. I am pleased to hear that

Roy likes the life & the work. Over here it iz a bit rough but
we must expect that & if a man takes an interest in the work it
is not a bad life. Of course we growl & all reckon we were D....
fools +o have ever come to the war, but I don’t think one of us
would have missed it for anything. The Gallipoli Peninsular was
an awful place & we were glad to get away from it, but we are all
pleased we saw it.

It seems a pity that so many lives should have been lost &
then have to give it up, but I suppose it was the bestthing to

do. Even in this regiment I often look around & when I see so
many new men & officers in it I think of all we have lost. It is
now that we miss the old original officers & men. When we were

in Broadmeadows we seemed more like a big family, we all pulled
so well together. ’

So you have been hearing great tales of the hardships we had
crossing the desert. I wrote to you telling you about our trip
to the Western Frontier, it was a bit rough but I wouldn’t have
missed it for anything. The thing that hurt the most was to see
the poor old "neddies" going short of water & feed. Where we
were on the march & on short rations I used to feed my old horse
on biscuits. He got quite a regular old pest, always poking
’round looking for more. Yes, you’re right, I expect the wedding
on Monaro was a "rare affair". I take it that "Andy & Joe" were
some dog that day. 20 the swallows are building their nest. (I
am expecting to see big changes when I get back) Now that you
are starting to send wool away from Combienbar I suppose you will
all beturning your noses up at the poor old pig.



I suppose you have got a garden now. My word, what I would

give to ses a darden. In this rotten country we see nothing but
sand. All the water is brought out in tanks & carted all over the
country on camels. I wish they would take us to some country
where we could ever see a blade of grass. Well Sheila, you must
try and excuse this badly written letter. I am resting the
pad on my knees & have only the light from an old stump of a
candle. There are about a dozen men all lying in bed & all
talking at once so I hardly know what I am writing about. Give

my kindest regards to Mr & Mrs Stagg & all the kiddies.

I am in great trouble over two parcels Biddy has sent me.
She sent them nearly two months ago & I have not received themn.
It is a shame the way parcels get lost coming to us. HNow_ don’t
forget to let me know Roy's address when you write & write soon.

Yours sincerely
Jack McGlade
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