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.i. na. 1)fl ,:.909-1-6 l:<ercise llorthern l:r-rlc:'er 1983 Senera]
Ins;:-:c:ion d.at,eci J3 .il-:l 3E

3ene:"aI

1. In acccrC:nce iii.th 2a:a nG a. ci Ref .i., I an ileisei ;o subr',:it
:;r :e]o;: on ;he er3rc:ce.

2. The a:-n of inis ccncrehensi,;e rei:o:'t i: !c en,su:e ;rai :he
experiences and successes cf our':nlt,:tlr 'to''irr ?re recordeti in:ietaii
.sc ;hat the rani< and fi'l e oi i 51n 3i':1 ':t'g :a;r be be'iter inic r:::reci a:rd
inu-= prenareci lor cps in :he l{at:le:inerlT:nca* .\0.

a .J,t.;+;oy...1.- j.! :-: -..re ^+'r.- -i* -'r=: n1i3;il be:.:OSen:O:I.e:ale
-a i-Uq*UlUr-al--.,' -U -i '..:9 -! uii Zir..

a ;resentalion lor lomd i iiv ::nt i-Lj.s 1r'irc:;al siafi oilrce:'s.
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The ioil ,cri:ng :"t11ir-, trers :.,jere seiecied :'or che ?xcr:i-Ge:

Itl lo:ni. 110q9;C l.iT 'l 'J Jari::;tcn

)T- zl(3:n :1T .i - "lnc^--']lLJ 2-J\/CV J-r U J llvov.--:

3IG 72C+O74 L/CPL C !. Yan De l.Ieide

sccut l2o41o4 'IPR I i Pratt

leser',re 314TZE CPL R i 3u;1er

Due to ihe first + ::embe:'s neeting alJ- ;re ex :equi:enents :he

2 :< Crew Ccndr

t^ ,
4 4 rvL/ eli)

reserve :ilenber l,/as rlot requirec.

5. 'The selecti-on provided a ni-:cture of ;rouih a:rd experience, in
acirii-tion io aci:ieving a balanceci 3roup cf :

3.o

.

7. The sharrr4 ci drivln; anci cr?'.r' ccnnanC::l:; iasirs i:elleci :-n
r:-:it:n3 crer.r iati:r.te and ensured n;-xl-31Lt:'t onerat:-on cf ;he.iPC iiurlrg
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Pre-:arat,:.cn

8. Unit tr3:n ned,/frrst aid srtd lq:n TOIT's rer3 conciucied cver
the w/enci 12-14;\ug E8. FTT| s 'vere cond.uct:d on 14 ,iug 38.

, t^ -la;t lar:inrton er,d L/i -.1 Ya:a le Yelde airendeli ihe ii radro
sessiens- conclucteJ cy 103 Si3 Sqn on junciay 21 *ug 38.

10. Al-r nembers nade conscious efiorts to inc:'cve :heir rh;,rsica.].
ii:ness a:li toughen :nei:' leet.

]'{e,Lical

i1 . Del::irs ',.ie:e ex;erienced i-n having ihe Si4BrE lrccesseci tnrou6h
Dli;. Cn-;, 1 oi tne 4 pi1 nenbers ncd iiles haci been retur:red io SHQ 'cy
41, a^^ Q? Tr !L^ -^^,,i -^-^-r^ r^.^ cimt - -.1 i:rr r?u -ue :- -he:equirenenis for Si'Bls i,iil-i ap_:ly tc K;9;:els, ihen
ii ls rsconme:1ded :nat this action shoulC ccmr'nence ] r:onihs -crior anci
fIlS ce adi-ic:d rcco:d::5-;r.

v4- /tvit

1.2. i] 1 !e:'s car:ied. ;he sini-num :'equirenen:s ior a ?e:'sona.l- iieriical
Ki: :::a lur-rr';ai i,i:, :s ie:::: eci :n ?.eierence A. llo iicns :re:e :equi:e d
-*at $ra-o'-j{.= /.l,:rjr- rho sr.

?e:'s }vcivenenr

17. To ensure aiL 4 un:t ;ers achie.red :lerxinun benefit iron
pariic:.pation in ihe ex, appreci-ationsl aad planning; ie; prep of aav daia
sheet for foot pt1 '.iere a conbined effori. .ti11 pers nainta:neci rote books
in additi-on to the ?tl- iiar;r.
,1. t'l+. ?he J detaileci ?i1 ie;:orts,.vhic,:l aDpear:n Jeci:.ons 2:o 4,
'.te:'e 1ar391;' 'r"*'o.:':d b;r lart ,lar:':::i;;cn :r:'c 3;t -;cscher . .ioi,e,re:'r aL'
a6rc'a-n1:'i,-iad innrrl-vvisvu r.lJrf,9a

.i). Ac ine conclusion of lhe ex -i/::pi i'an le 'Ie1ue a*aci Tpr -)r'att
uere tasked 'tc:repare some d:'aft noies on i.reh ops tlt :he ilT. Ii'.ias n-r
in;eni:-on tnai.ror+.ions of their notes vould be useci in l:tris recolt.
iio,,.ie'rer iicon :'eadrng iheir rego:'ts i consiCer':d :hen io be :ei.rti.iei)'
"seIf standingn anri 'rorth;r of being incluied as parr of this overall
reoort. ?.efe:' to:

&o Sec-u:on !. - Report by Tpr ?ratt on "A Yen Ops in lire linia]. AOrt

b. Section . - Report by L/CpL 1.Ian le Veld.e on 'rCper.ationaL
ffiiciency of Af"V Vehs and Crews in l{ather:nerlTindai .lOtr

16. The luailty of boih reports are, :.n ny opinion, inrlj.cative of
ihe hign staadard cf educaticn .:nci renort ,,r:-ting achievable bir 3 .j,:nior
llCO arrd. $:r irom A Sqn 3/11 n4P.

A r/eh Ors

-

1?. APC l"l11lA1 All{ 134fi1 ',vas pllocated to our,rtl for oos on 1?
and 18 Sep 88. The odornet,er on this veh had not been converted to

a .-
/t.r I n n6.F <a a
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laqa a:h^F i-nnrrror I rca ,r.,i rr !i.-r,: i!!,----ll rq',- -'), v.r'irr--

;vit1"l the ,1an;'/r conve:'sicns :e2ui;ed rc :i cc:t5e.uence cf xs /orii:-n3 '.ritn
neiric i:aoso

4Q 1*^-! frc;a ;he AFI en6i-ne rrlnni-ng at a rera,ler.Lture cf --., *,iu. .1,ru- ,, f rc;r --he iPl enrine :-lnninr at a re:::er'.t'Jr9 :t :eof ;-
':rhich:esiri;ted the n&xiirrun speeci to a:prox JO 1:ph, sllrl;risi::1:;r no
na;or:rcbl-ems',lere e:eerienc-^d rvith the l/eh. The cnl'r natters:e1u.rl:l3
st, lent:-on rvas topping u? of ine radiator "rrd:ilntenin6 oi one iiac:{ lin
nut that',^ias.'..rorliing loose.

"r9. i irigh iric:i:;.' '.vae ."ccc]'cied ic veh servicing clr a1i ptl
remcers at :11 tines. (',','e were iietenrineri not tc ce relelateo to foot
n*a i- -i-t r \
-r 

v4-r.5 rl quLa a / a

A Iieh S:a:'e lar:s

20. 0f ,;re:-:.: ccncern was tl:e inadeSrate sr:.:rl;' cf Erere r)arts e.nd
'1i-niieti ?OL on APC i:i{ 1:4i51. T:is ai)peai'eci :o re ccnsisreni v:-th the
crher APC r,;hic:i haC al-so 'ceen p:ornCeri b;r 4/l9tL ?'t[i.

)1. Cn-,r 1 '-:'ac-: l:rk, ninue :rack ;inr 'vas on each -;eh. iio spa:'e
riacl< pi.ns1 :r.uis, :'oad :.rhee1 nuts cr anli cei;s'rere on curreh. -ltthougn
:he veh:lad:'ecenti;r i:ai a con2J-eie tricx changer one b:'c,'-e;r traci.: l:n
ccuid ii:'.'e :esultei:-n the veh oecomidg,:ntaskl.rorthl'. in anpl-e s'.t1pI-;.'ci
'lari-cus fi.'ters hai reen rror,'ided.

)) Tha railsr oi ri:rinun recir.i:gnents ior s:a:'e -'a:ts o:i -1 vehsL;.

iespatcned io:' such an op as this ex l:.as been ::di.ressed. Ji, llr ,r:att in
his repori. Reier tc,innex,l' io,leci:-on 5 oi th:-s ii1e.

I;aclt ]iifone::ear"e

2j. T::rcx .::-one::e;-=? ')'., -. jcin 3/17 'n'.i '.lasz

^ 4n :^- l? 4i1 '-1 ^^ 1(: -;:^^)'14 :, JgU ,rr ,L I -'-i...b \:J- ^.il-=J/

b. '13 Seo 3E

^ rI1^!^12o -OIA:S

lers teur:rient

a+ ,:l:rs f 21 :r'es)
Ilt. \i \LI -1 5e I\ I I -.+*vrl

?.4. -l-l :ers acui:nent ca:':'ied cv :he :tI nenbers renaireC
serri-ceabl-e. :IL L n irsiuere requi-:'ed tc ce cc:np}-eted r;r cur ,rti.

; -,. Ii seerned ludic:orrs that I had to go to an ar:J )isposaS-
s:oi'e lc ;i:r'chase an en:renching tool , due lo oi.ll'r:nit noi: iraving a:r
entill-eneni lo hold any of Lhese iten:so Sirni.'ar] 1'r herct r:o:urchase
valer ;uri-fying fablets (Puriiacs) fron a chemist to ccrnpleie our
-3ers sur/ivai kits. These itens not bei-ng avaiLabl e ihrcu6h our iAP
or 2r nor at 5 Ca:lp Hos-cr:a1. (A :aclcet ot' :hese *-ablets r.ras issued
at linoal , but rve had ceen',"rarned ihai we shouLd have our otrn iteins
and reI-ir on nothing :ersonal being issued ihere).

Somnrunications

?-6" The J2 l{I radj-o :-ssued lo our 1i1 at lindal- r:ovicied addii:-cnal
challengesc "s ii coul-ci not be ncr-intod into ihe to:: comcart:::ent cf a
large fiel-d ptrclc, due tc the side nounted artenna t'lnin6 ba.se.

/=t
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2?. T-:r r:att Cis;.1-:'red irer:lendorrs l::lelis ,:ld :;i:er :'t:: c;,'
car::.':.:r; ihe 12 ::riio, :n i.; :rarness, on :li.s ,--;iesr :nri shou.:iers
lor li l.,lns or' :he foot ;tl. The ;':di-o .i/as ahen carr.ieci b.r 2 ;:ers
-rsl:; a ;;icl', lr:rorrr:h :he h.;.r::.ess 3i13cs. i::- the :enainier. cf :ie
iUUL 'lL!a

^n26. ICea11;r foot -rtLs shourC be issued:1 iiF radios to enable
thern to be back iacked. Of corrrse r.re nave equi-::rnent shortiaLLs to
con;erd r,iirh.and a 12 is cette:'than no ill ra.dio.at all. (It,ras a
iitile irustra:ing at f,he issue poini on dair 1, to see our 2 uni;
11 :'adios oel-ng issued to i-nf ptls anci us being fi-nal!-y issued wi.t.n
a^n i2, afte: it had asleared :hai our -:t1- rvas going to miss out
on 'reing issued a radio).

??" Onl;r 1 batter;r r';as ini:ia11;.' lssued. ?his 2:'o.,'eci adequate
lor us on pi:ls 1 :nd 2 due to sensi-b] e usase. As a:esu1l of our
Si;:e1 3n ine conc'l usior of ptJ- ?r',Je received a:e char3eC c;.ttery
il'ioi' ro ccnnenc:ng ;i1 l. Sur'ij-cl:ni s;ares shor-'r1d be avaiiable
:nf ::r.::lr, to els,trg con::its cer: be :la:::'rat:ie,l f cr saf r.t;rr

:O. It seened obvious to:rs ih;.t scre ^:t1s.lid :ot seen tc have
an;; i-ciea of hon to use :iI' raii-os and ',rre:'e :eluc;arrt to 3o to the :ioubLe
oi e:'ecting a ii ;oie ,::rtenna ic est:bl-ish ccnunsr '

=4;tc Iespile l:e ;iirrsical :r'cblens oi :arr;ring ihe f2 on foct,
or-rr i:1 consisientr I nainta:ne d. ccmms 'ri-th OA for al.l skeCs. -yiCpt
,/an De'/e1Ce::r'cved:e je alt exireixel .r efiicient sig. Cn:nly 1

occasion r,./ere ''{e noi acle io achieve wori<able ccnms ,vith ;he ii:'st
attenpi ai a dipole antenna. Descite ihe darlqness and :iredness of
all ::er:bers on this occasion, '.te disassenbled ;he di.:oIe, ira].ked
several nundred netres to an alternaiive site ui1:h hi,3her trees,
:'e erecteri ihe Cipol-e anci i+ere rewarded :viih instant co*ns.

72. A Sqn 3/li 'ni.R ea:::.t a :erur-ailcn ior ccnsisteni-l ,r
establishing and naintainlng ccnns, ;arij-crriarl ,. in areas '.riru1.-- ptls
irc:r oiSeruni ts had failecio

i,1aps

::. .lans issued at the rniiiai pti crders crrefrng anci during
ihe e;< rroved adecuatue. )espite signiiicarlt nrmbers of varlaticns/
r-naccuracies be'ng estabiished. lloi cn1lr ',.las some info:::ration not
sho'..,Tr onl:laosr some injol::taiicn sho,,^,tr on lhe rnaps does not a.cpear to
exis+.o ?efe:' :o Annex A of each cf the ] ptl reportso ?art:cu1arly
tc 9:1 i'etrori of 1i Sep 38 (in Section J), in:egarris to the l-ariero

-1.j*o Selore ar)t foot pt1- is comnenced in the Tinda} A0 it is
inportan'i ihat i:hey be al.rare cf ihe actual iocatlon of the Radar )one.
(iiris ap?ears to resemble a Large irhite 3olf ba1L, when vier.reci. frcm
a Cist,ance). AccorCing to infor':nation '.vhicn i obtained fron j:he IAAF
Ser'"rice lclice Ciiicer cn 19 Sep 38, the dorce is at GR Z*gOS on ihe
,"Ianbul1o nap. As this in:.cortant asset and. reference point :-s not
cur:entl;r nari<eci on any of the naps which we vrere issueci, this shouici
be incLuded in future over.orints of existing maps or on updated ilapso

15. I consider it inperati're that the exact I ocation ol the don:e
be known by ail- future foot ptl-s, so as to assist'".rith re-sectj-ons to
confi-rr:r iheir' location. Particuiarl;y if the;r are unfortunate enou4ir
to be operatinE in the hi4h Srorrnd area covered by cur foot ptI on i5
jen 38.

/fi"a"t ;p""i"t )1*
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Tindel ,lceciel iia: Becrri:'ed

fi. I ,an of the opinion ;hat coth *-he latherine jpeclal 1 : 1COr00C
and larticularly ihe 1 : 5O'COO iap are of ilnited use as ''self standi-ng
naDsrt for forces operating to :he east of the Trndal airiield and :he
immed:ate north and south of the RAAI 3ase TinCaL. f strcnqly reconnend
considerat-on be Ai,.ren to the introduction of a 'TTIIIDAL SPICL{L!| 1 : iOtCOO
and 1 : ICO'OOO map vhich has the iAAf 3ase tindal centrally located,
rather than the tot'rn of itatherine.

.A.dministration

i|t All admi-nist;'ative arransenenis tirroughout the ex a.cpeareC tc
be satisfa.ctor;r iiom cur ptls point of viel*. Perhaps in fr:ture sini'] ar
exe:'cises the pav arrangerTlents need t:-ghteni::g up to avoid the delay
'.vhlcn occur':'ei after deplani-:rg at 34..F L,avertcn. T)re ?ay 3orps pers
co-operatron in acced:-ng to a request to pay cor:ntry unii nen:bers lirst
',ra-s ap.recj-aied, rn'iie',{ of the di-stances rvhich sone soldiers had to
travei to if.i"

fr. The v::a1 assets lorrr t'tas nost -nreres-b:ng and ;ave all pers a
far;reater apprec:-;tlon of the size cf the E{AI base, fuiure developnent
ani sci:ce oi the securit;r grcbr ems which corrid. be experienced in defending
the base ln a lovr 'r evel cps situati-ono This iour i.s ccnsider.ed io be a
r':i,-ls:'t for a1i se:vice pe:s'.vi.1en the;.'a:'e r:riliail]r depic;red io ihe l:ndal
ai gd.

i(atieri.ne Gorte Tour and Tcwn Discoverll

i9. )espite rnosi pers being rather lrearjr, the Kaiheri-ne Gorge tour
uas arr off rluty nighiight for all nrembers cf or.rr ;tI in addition to ihose
ircn other units. .{l-so :he 2 hrs in Katherine tovrn ::rd visit to the iown
sr,vi nnirG :loo1o These arrangefients are ccnsiCered io be a hi-gh 1:riorit;r to
ensure naintenance of norale ior al1 ser./ice -:ers after having eticerienced
a period of ops in the ?re&o

Coacl-usion

i+0. Pari:icilation of the 4 raembers from * Sqn E/l J VI,IR in 3x
:'lorthere i>qpl-orer provid.ed an excelleni oppol't'.lni-ty for a smail- cross
section of ;uni-or ranxs :o expe:'ience ihe difficulties anci :rroblems
associ;rted :.rith ooerating in ihe Katnerine,/T:-ndai A0.

41. i ieei certaj.n that even the nost highly notivated soldiers,
irrespective of age, experience, physical fi-tness ald high morale are
going to experi-ence considerable difficulty and a drcp off in effici-ency
should they be r.equired to operate in the Katheriner/tinaat AC, without
bei-ng given the luxury of adequate accii.nitisation. Uncier ccnditions
such as',re ooerated, Crew Comdrs, Sect Idrsr Tp Sgisr alld Tp idrs are
going to have to constanily super',rise and check veh and wpn ser"ricing
and the pers admin of their soldierso it is nay opinion that even after
acclinitising the great najori-t;r of soldiers would not be able to maj:rtain
ihe Level of productivit;; ano efficiency ,vhich '!'Ie are able to achieve r'rhen

operat,ing in the southe::n siaies.

/42.
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42. Patrol 9A from A Sqn 8/11 VUn achieved the stated aim of the ex
by conducting an operationel recon of our likeIy AO. I am of the opinion
that this recon was conducted most professionally in that we completed alL
tasks all-ocated and achieved the mission of each of our ] pt1s1 des,pite
severe time and space limitations. Ihe will to persevere and succeed which
was demonstrated by all ptl members at all tines clearly vindicated each
individuals selection.

43. fhe honest and. comprehensi.'re latr:1 reports conbined with ihe
two individual reports will provide an important library reference source
for all members of A Sqa 8/13 tmR, which should assist them and possibly
even members of other uaits, to prepare themselves and their vehs aad
equipment for future ops in the Katherineflinaal AO.

a nnm QQI Vvi UU

Addendum

1. Portion of Ptls f.i. and iOB ops in the Fergusson River AO

on 18 Sep 88 rvas video flfu:eci b;r a r:ember of 1l Tpt Sqn. If upon
receipt of this fiir,r I ccnsider that it'.roul-C complinent this report,
a co-Dy will be promptl;r subnitted.


