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This record" of the activities of the 8th tieht liorse Regiment has

been prepared in order that members of the Unit may have with them an

account of the various fights and fields of labour in which they perhaps

played part, and also to give some information to those sorror+ing rela.tives

and. friend.s whose loved ones joined up the Unit and made the great sacrifice

and^ who are thus d.eprived of first hand. informatj.on of the sold.ierr s life

abroad.

A great d.eal of minor detail is left out purposely, but reference to

the Unitrs 0fficial War Diary may give the seeker after special information

that which he reqr:-ireso

lJo Unit of the A.I.tr'. has done better work or suffered more heavily in

self-sacrificing effort d.uring the Great Wq{. Its nane stands out with

peculiar distinctness among the Australian Regiments. The fatal luck which

seemed to rrd.ogir its career has made its name famous throughout the A.I.F.

and araong the English Troops with whorn it carme in contact d.uring its

varied. wand.eringso $earch the lists of Casualties of the AustraLian Light

Horse Regimentsr you will find its na;ne at tlie top, and these lists tel"l a

story of their own, unique and sad. It was a peculiar fate that wherever the

fighting was thickest, wherever a gap had. to be fiIIed., the 8th Regiment would

be there on the spot. The famous saerifj"ce at nThe Nekn, Gallipoli, will go

down forever as an epic, where men did their part in the face of certaln

d.eath, while incidents like the attaek on Gaaa, Khuwelfeh and E1 Biuj,

though not brought under the glare of flashlight, are such that nothing can

ever surpasso fhe irurumerable heroic deed.s of individ.uals are not quoted,

they are too many, Iilonours have come freely to personnel, but then these

were only the frrrits of recornmend"ations. In very nany fights there were

greater and more worthy deeds done but often there was no chance of sub-

mitting recommend.ations. the Reginent was often in the Fie1d for weeks at



a time, each marr earrying on his sad"d"le only the bare necessities for hj-s

immed.iate comfort. As often as not, there was no paper on which to

rrrite a recommendation, and to this fact also may be put d.own the lack

of d.etailed recorde in the Regimental llar Diary, a glimpse at vrhich

shotrs a regrettable sparseness regarding many of the operations. For

the period covering Gallipoli, there is scarcely any reference, and. most

of the detail has been filled" in from the writerrs recollections. Later

period.s, however, show that more care was spent in compiling the d.iary,

and. d.eta.ils were rnuch more easily obtained"

The Reginent was fo:rned in Broad.mead"ows camp in October, 1S1{, from

all the tight Horse volunteers then in camp, and avaj"lable after the 4th

Light Horse Regiment had completed Establishment. It formed part of the

)rd tight Horse Brigade, having for companion Un:its the lth and 10th

Regin:ents. throughout the whole of its history, these same Ur:-its have

remained. together, though establisheents have been altered from time to

time. 0riginally a Light Horse Regiment consisted of 550 all ranks, but

has been a.mend.ed to 478. An average of )00 all ranksn of vrhom 2) are

Officers can be presumed., A reference to the tables of Casualties append.ed

will serve to show therefore that the grand. total of 712 ca.suaLties j.s

enoxmous in its proportion, and when the huge total of sick is a"dd.ed.,

makes 1t appalling,

One has gro$n accustomed to hear that Egypt was qulte a srnall sid.e show

and surely deserving of consid.eration when compared with those on other fronts.

$uch utterances are easily silenced by examples like the folloialngl-

fhe }rd" tight }{orse Srigade marched" into the Jordan Yalley in },Iid-

July, 1918, its establishment being up to strength and about 2000 souls.

Dr:ring the subsequent few weeks it d.id little fightj.ng, such few casualties

it obtained being caused mainly from long d.istanee shell-fire, and stray

snipers. Iurirrg the montbs of Au€ust, $eptember arrd" October, however, the

admissions to liospital from this SrigaCe totalled 47 Officers and, 1441 0ther
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Ranks, or alrnost 7V, af the fotal Establishment. l'{any of the above number

died., their reiiioval from the trenches to the base }iospitals entailing days

of untold. agony and discomfort. Camels, motor ambulances, trains and

ships being consecutively used to convey the sick over the hundreds of

rniles back to Port Said. 0n1y these unfortunates who went through it

know its horrors. Through it all every man has played up to his part

and" never even under the most ad"verse"
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llR0AmmAIo\,IS DAYS

By September, 1914t the First Yictorian Regiment (tne 4tir Light

Iiorse) r+as pract5.cally complete j-n persorrnel, and. as the newly enlisted.

men arrived. at Broad.mead"ows, those d.esiring to be Light llorsemen were

d.rafted. into a^n area at the Liastern end of the Ca"np and. there alloted"

into Squadrons, each about 150 strong. The squad"rons were put through

all the preliminary tests for riding and- smartnessr und.er the gu;id"ance

of certain Staff Sergeant lvlajors. liithin a fer,r weeks, enough men had

arrived and been tested to form five Squad.rons. Frorn these the Regiment

picked its persorurel and. as by this time the staff had got a fair id"ea

of the best men, a splend.id. type of rnarrhood was selected..

0n arr afternoon in Oetober, we were all lined up and. d.rafted. into

the various departments of the Regiraent and called the 5tfr light Horse,

as it was intend.ed at that time that the Unit was to be portion of the

2nd Light Horse Brigad.e, then forming. This idea was soon altered, how-

ever, as it became kno'*n that more troops coufd be offered. the Imperial

Authorities, and a notice proclaiming the formatj-on of the ]rd tight Horse

Srigad,e appeared" in the listrict Orders, No" 54r issued on the 2j 0etober,

and read- as followst-

rrHis Excel-lency, the Governor General, acting with the advice of the

Fed.eral Executive Council, has been pleased to approve of one Light Horse

Brigad.e being forued. of persons who voluntarily agree to serve beyond. the

liinits of the Commonwealth in the Austrah.an Imperial Force, in add.ition
to the Units referred to in the Commonwea,lth of .Australia Gazette No. !5
of the 1] August 1914t and Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 74 of the

1! September 1$1d, etc. ect.rl

This was irnmed.iately followed by l,tilitary 0rd.er No. 575 dated the

J Novernber, 1914t giving a certain allotment of 0fficers to the 8th Light

Ilorse Regiment, and" na^rning l'Iajor A H lfhite as Command.ing Officer.

As soon as the men pieked. out could be moved., a space near the main



Broadmeadows Gate was found for the Hegiment, just opposlte the ca"rcp of

the 4th light llorseo

All our training was being done d.isnounted" but as soon as the 4th

got away, remounts were d.rawn from i"laribyrnong }epot, and we beca,rae rf fu1l

blown troopersrt. This was about mj.d.-November and we shifted camp over to

the ground recently vacated by the {th.

'Ihe first few d.ays after the arrival of the horses, we were very busy

ind,eed. lia:ry of the animals had to be broken in and" shod, and. this provid"ed

plenty of work and fun, the animals being all very fresh and }ive1y. flaken

all round. they were an exceedingly find typel and any weedy or extremely

rough ones hrere considerately changed by the Remount people. In this way

the llegiment becarne splend.id.ly equipped. in horse-flesh. Tkrere was a great

d.ea1 of cuts l,rork and swopping in regard to the selection end. allotment of

horses, but it all straightened. out finally. lhe Chestnuts uent to I'Arr

Squadron, the Bays and Light Browns to rrB'r, and the Dark Srowns and, 3lacks

to fiCrr. This geve a d.istinctly smart appearance to each froop, all the

horses j"n eaeh one being mad.e as lu:iform as possi-ble. Jtrvery man rras quite

sure at the finish that hj"s own particular n:ount r,ras the best,

[he d.ai1y training and routine now became very strenuous, though

the instructors had. a congenial task because every :nan was so keen. Scheme

were carried" outp both mounted. and d.J.srnounted., the Regiment several times

hold.ing bivouacs overnight at various ]ittle spots around" H11d"wood. and.

lleid.leberg. The fractious horses soon becarne subdued" and c.uiet wi-th work,

and a marvellous j-mprovement could be seen after the first fortnightrs

mounted d.ril}" fhose who were not sure of their seats in the sad.d.Ie soon

improved^ as the courrtry round. about offered. good. facilities for cross

country work. Our musketry had. been well attended. to be frequent visits

to the Williarnstown Rariger md also at a Ioca1 raflgeo Uxercises were

cond.ucted. by the Brigade Staff for 0fficers, mostly on road. and" recorrnaisiance
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workr while the li"c.O!s reeeived thorough ground.ing at the hands and"

tongues of the staff sergeant i,fajors, Each on the i\.c.0rs was required
to pass a stiff examination before his rank was confi:rned., and. the eon-

sequence of this r+as to prod.uee some admirable material" from which the

Regiment later obtained. many of its Offlcers. A very great d.eal of cred.it
is due to these staff sergeant I'lajors for the great araount of keen and hard.

work they did to make everyone efficient, both Officers and. men,

During }ecember a march-past the State Governor at Broadmead.ows was

held and also a mowrted parad.e through i,lelbourne streets, passing parliament

Iiouse en route. Days like these served. to keep our minds occupied., besid.es

putting a smart appearance on all ranks.

rn this month, the Regiment prepared. to embark, and severar times
word was whispered round- that the succeeoing few d.ays would see us off.
However, chri"stmas came along with nost of us getting a few days leave to
spend with our people.

0n the 1 January 1g15t some promotions came out in con:rection with
the officers, and- this completed their Establishment, r+hieh now read as

follows l-

command-ing Officer . r..........r............
$econd" in Command. .....,. o... rro.. o.......rr
Adjutalt ... o.... .... o o...... .. r.., r i.,.....
Quartermaster ........ c. r...... r........ r...
Med.ieal 0fficer ............ o. r...... o r.....Ygterinary Officer ..... r..,............ t.. rtrAil Squad.ron

ttBrr Squadron

Lieut Col A Ii 'dhite *
i{ajor J C OrBrien
CaptJTCrowl +r

Lieut H Fry
Capt$JCampbell *
Capt S A iiour:thoy
I'{ajorEAGregory rf
Capt lrl J }ay
l,ieut F 0 Thorn
Lieut A Orawford
Lieut f }loward. *
Lieut C Arblaster *
LtajorIHRedford. ,$

0apt W ltitchell
I'ieut K Borthwick "in

Lleut fi. C Baker
lieutEEi{enty )r
LieutEGWilson r+

It{ajor A V }eeble
CaptAMl'tclaurin *
Lieut C Carthew .,r

Lieut W Robinson
LieutCClale i$

ItCrt Squadron
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LieutMBliiggins +t

Lieut L !J H Anderson ')r

.lt },lade the Great Sacrifice

January went by with everybod.y getting most impatient to get away

to the scene of operationso At the time serj.ous doubts began to arise

in many of our mind.s, if we uould get away at all" Every imaginable

rumoux was spread about, regarding German defeats a.nd. the Kalserrs d.eath,

tha.t we almost began to despai"ro

0n the 2 February, l'lajor Or3rien sailed in cornrnarrd" of Troops on frani

sport Ao41. to be followed a few days laier by Captain l{claurin in charge

of Transport A.25o1 &ccorpanied by Lieutenants Henty, ?horn and llobinson

and,55 Other Ranks, taking 110 Horses mostly draughts.

Excitement was now great anC all were prepared to move any day. 0n

the 14 February, the tsrigad.e Staff saileo on the'rOsterlyrt. At this d.ate

the liegiment went to Altona Bay for a weekts bj-vouac. We had a great camp

here right on the Seach anC on two or three occasions the Un:lt he1d. massed.

bathing parades, when all would. be fcrned up, naked. men on bare back horses,

the whole presenting a nost u-r:ique sight, especially as they splashed through

the wavesr SoinE out on the shallow beach to a C.istance of ]00 to {00 yards.

He d"id or:r final l,lusketry Course here, the !.iilliarnstown raJlge being elose by,

prizes being given to the wj-rrners frorn Regimental Fund.s,

0n the 2Othrwe returned. to Sroadrneadows and it then becarne knovrn that

we were to embark on the 24 February" During the next few days mariy were

allowed. Ieave to say their fairwells to their home folk, arrd on the morning

of the 2{. February, we marched out to the pler at Port Melbourne to embark on

Transport A,15o fornerly known as ilThe Sterr of Yictoriatro fhe name of the

boat was most appropriate, as a finer and better trained body of mounted. men

never left the shores of Australia" She roras a fine boat and as there were

only a fevl sundries besj-d.es the Unit to go aboard ttrere was ample room. 'rJe
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were not allowed" to say rtGood.-b;'s!' to any relatives on the pierr a thing that

hurt many of us very hard. liowever, in the work of loading horses and kits

our minds and hands were kept busy. Everything went on board with a swing

and" by late afternoon all was correct and snug and the ship put out into the

bay, just off Williamstown where we anchored for the nighto ^{L fer.r hours

were spent leaning over the rails looking at the lights of Melbourne and.

speculations of our future doings were many and varied.. iJunk was tried. at

a late hour but as this r*as the first big sea trip for many the excitement

and. noises d.id. not cond.uce to a sound sleep. lIowever, on awaking next

morning the boat was well und.er rvay ancl we were soon passing through ttThe

Iilead.s" at a slow paceo The world was now before us and though full of

eagerness and g1ad. to be on our way to the front ma"ny of us looked back on

our Broadmead"ows d.ays with a sigh. The life there had taught us much. The

Colurtry man had 6ot to know a good deal of the eity, and the clty nan had.

grown to love the open air life points of a soldiert s 1ife, such as fatigue

d.od.ging, orderly rooms etc. *e knew that the Y,l'I.C.Ao; w&s the place to

find. a man when he was reouired for fatigue or guard., that the dirtiest ma^n

in the camp was the eook, and. that night time was the time to make up all

shortages in kit and saddlery and that the '.r,uartermaster Sergeant was the

best man to buy beer for"

I



${E VOYAGE .I10. H}YPf

Ehe trip across the Sight proved. exceedingly rough ano" found. most of

us with a d.j.stinct tend.ency to refuse meals, preferring to gaze at the

water rushing past the shiprs sid"es. 'vJe were all glad when the ship put

in to Albany for repairs, a stea.m pipe having burst. l'our rnen were put

off here with sickness and we also lost three horses with pneumonia. 0n

the 6 March, we sailed out of Albany, (,,vhere no one hi;.d" been alIowed. to land")

and in a high wind head.ed. for Colombo.

The troops scon got their sea legs this tii:re and spirits vrere rnuch

brighter. fhe daily routine of the ship was r.rell organised., each man

having his alloted d"uties, sone doing the horse d"ecks, some the l,iess decks

and others the hundred and. one jobs necessarlr to keep things in ord.er. the

favourite job was to be detailed for the Kitchen and ljakery, and failing that

I,iess Orderly. The food provid.ed was exceed.ingJ-y coarse and rough, but from

Albany on most men Looked" for their shareo lr canteen was on board. arid.

purchases from this helped the meals along consid,erably, though nothing could.

be obtained there in the shape of liquor.

The la,tter however, always seemed. to be about in fair: quantity and. the

iiead Cook',+as the suspected. person in rega.rd tr: supplying same. Anyhow"he

was pretty popular in the evenings, thcugh why he skioulC be able to sel}

h"quor to troops on a dry ship there by making treble profits that a canteen

tuould, when the stuff could have easily been regulated from the canteen, is

puzzlj.ng.

The horse deek gang had. the ha::dest work tho.agh not a man aboard., but

did not want to do his bit tl:ere every d.ay. Ilowever, the regular staff d.id.

sp1end.id.ly and very great cred"it is d.ue to them for their efforts to get the

horses across as safely and comfortable as possible. A promemad.e was mad"e

around. certain of the d.ecks and each day herefor tr,ro or three hours the

horses were led out and g5.ven exercise. 'Ihj.s in a great measure served" to
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keep down si^reIled legs, besides giving the animals a blow of fresh air.

A horse boat is not by any marrner of means a holiday ho:ne for horses.

fhe poor beasts are elamped as close together as possible in skeleton kind

of staIl and can rnove neither sldewaysr forwerrds or backward.so The decks

are sinply stifling especially in the tropics ;u:d" a big d.raught has to be

created. by a huge fan ri"gged at one end of the ship to Lrelp keep the

temperature somewhere near normal. A fair number of horses caught colds and

chills but the Veterinary staff worked so well that on reaching iiglpt a total

of n:ine horses only had. d.ied. on the uay, chiefly from pneumonia, first

caught d"uring the rough weather erperienced in the Bight, this is a very

small percentage of casualties, as we had. on board over 500 horses and.

clearly shows that each man had his eye on his horse throughout.

Various parades were camied. out d.aily and. boat drill, physical and

rlfle exercj.ses and. lnstruction in signalling kept us all busy. For

a^utusements we were i.vell catered.. The shiprs carpenter had rigged. a staging

on one of the hatehes and this was lit up nightly for boxing tourrreys or

concerts. Ue had some good talent and a special boxing tourney provided

some very excellent contests and great interest. The concert party was

very good. and competitlons were organised for part singing. 1de also had" our

d.ebating teams and. fierce and. varied arguments were put up mostly concerning

fiWhite Australia't" Curiously enough no thouEht was given at that time to a

debate on conscription. I d.o not thirlk anyone ever d"reamt that Australia

would. be for.urd. wanting even to the last rran.

Our Regimental Band. was a great item and well worth its monolr

Crossing the trJquator we had a great d.ay, all the celebrities getting

a good. bath and shave in a special canvas tanh rigged. for the purpose.

Colombo rose out of the morni.ng nists like a fairy isleron the 18 March.

We stayed. here two d.ays coaling and. one half of the troops were allowed.

shore leave one afternoon and. the other half the next morning. Not a nan lras
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over Leave, a faet which testified to the calibre of the raen, though it

disappointed our Pad.re. All had a good tirne especially with the coaling

was slightly interferred vrith by some hard cases enticing the niggers to

box for sixpences. Before rnany minutes the whole box and d.ice of nlggers

were hammering away, each eager to get some money. the $hiprs 1st L[ate

nearly took a apoplectic fit when he d.iscovered. what was happen:ing and

some of our shearers licked. their lips in ad.miration of his withering

vocabulary.

It was here, we had our first call out, the troops on the ttRunicit whieh

vessel was accompaning us over, having taken possession of the shiprs boats

and. threatening to go ashore. I{owever, between the Port authorities and" or.lr

people the men were got aboard. the t'Runictr again, wlthout very serious

trouble and. she put out to sea. Our ship followed. during the night of the

19/2}th and" the second. C.ay out all hand.s were vaecinated a6ainst Sma11-pox

and. many spent a very unpleasant few d.ays after it.

The usual routine was kept up, Ad.en being reached. at 1Oarn"on the 28 Harch.

Ue stayed. a fett hor.us but were not allowed" ashore. Iiowever, we lrere

treerted to the sight of soine big warships and a couple of converted. cruisers,

the latter being filled with Indian froops bound. for tltespotr. Proceed.ing

up the Red" Sea from Ad.en a very rough spell of weather was encountered. and"

it was quite cold. ?he coast in sight most of the way proved. very interesting,

being of a very barren and volcanlc appeara^nce, whilst a number of srna11

islands were passed, one 6roup of twelve being known as tr[he twe]ve Apostles,r.

OId. i,io,.iat Sinai showeC his head. fare over on the right and came in for a

good. deal of comment. Just before reachj.ng Suez, a wireless was received"

stating that the enemy were threatening the Carral and all hands were put on

in turns down the stoke-hold filling grain bags rvith cinders, which were used.

to make a barrj.cade round the shrlps d"ecks" Our labour went for nought,

ho',,vever, as we 6ot off at Suez.
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Whilst waiting off the town j-tself, on $aster Sati.rrday late 1n the

afternoon, a very iiapressive scene took place. Soth vessets (fhe Run-ic

and our shipr) fry perfeetly still 1n water without a ripple on it. The

shadows of the high hiIls, beautifully reflected, gave an ad.d.ed peace to

the scene. A lad had. died. aboard the rtRunic", and they buried him here in

the wa,ter. 0n both shlps all rarri<s stood to attention and the rl,ast Postl

rang out in the stillness with a startling clearness. Ihe effect l;as very

gre.rt and subd.uei.ng on all.

'Ihat night we were all busy collecting a.nd" getting ready for d.is-

enbarkation next d-a}r. We vrere heartily glaC to say goodbye to the ship,

though all feLt that everything had been done that ::ossibly could be, for

our comfort a::d. welfare on the journey scrossr fhe shiprs Staff and. our

own 0fficers worked. untiring hard to give all a good time, and they succeed.edo

\rle had only one grud.ge ai.nd that was against our Chaplain. fhe on13, time we

saw hiin throughout the voyage was at Sund-ay Service and- then his dismal d.irges

mad"e us angry. I{e never visited. the Troop }ecks and. r,ras a very poor exa:nple

of cheer and help. Ilis last Sen:non prior to diser::barkation r^iil1 live forever

with those r,rho heprd it. As a masterpiece of gloom.
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'.,^ie got off the snip at Suez rrrharf at 2am, on Ilaster Sunciay, April z|,

strai6ht on the specially r,raiting trains and off to Ca-tro" Heads seldom

left the windor+s on the journoy up and the rreggs a cookfi a^nd 'rbe.cksheeil

people did. a roaring trad.e, Cairo vias ::eached. at half past ten in the

norning and r.re detrained at a sidirtg at the reain station. vie had. to

1ead. our horses out to i{ena Ca"np, about B miles away and hcrses and men

were all knocked out with the walk there over the hard. asphalt roads"

l.le settled d.own rj.ght und"er old Cheops himsel"f, and he came in fo:: a lot

:rega.rci. ?he horsest legs were aL1 nore or less swollen and. it was over

trrro weeks before our inounts lrere ridd.en, they being leC everywhere during

that period.

Our first impressions of ESrct left us rather awestruck, especially

Cairo, with its Citadel and Plmamid.so Both these places iuere quickl.y

explored. and. now as the years have brought us into constant contact uith

thein, they seen to irnpress one as having been an awful traste of good.

labour and stoneo 'Ihe Pyrarnids r+ould certainly have been nuch more remark-

able had they been built rrtrother way upil. There was plenty of opportunity

to explore and the Pyramids were elinbed. and. r',:.unaged over alnrost every

inch. the stones both insid.e and. out were inseribed r.iith names innurnerable.

The Sphinx nearby formed a great back-ground for photographs and. carnera men

and guides must have mad"e small fortunes in no time.

However, trgypt nith its ruins, its past and its presentr possesses

its facinations and. no one will be ever able to forget the look of the

P3rramid.s as they show up in the blue distance and who having seen the

Citadel from l'tena Road, with its background of i"lohattam Hil1s, d.oes not

link it with the sublime. The wise, however, seek no close acquaintance,

as dirt and filth will cause the most cherished. illusion to go flop.

The chief thing to affect us at first "*ere the i'Out of Sounds"

notices d.isplayed.o There were real1y very few decent places that the
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ord.inary soldier couLd go to without restriciions. The leading hotels

were deband.ed" to us and if all the instructions regard.ing the things

which should not be eaten had. been obeyed, well, a man would have had

little else in ad.dition to his ration. Even the Nile was d.enied. us, on

account of tsilharzia. i{owever, there was a plentiful a}lowance of town

leave granteC" of which fu1l ad.vantage was taken. The Australians with

their free a:rd easy manner and large quantities of money, took the rrG;ryposn

by storrn. ?he bazaars and restaurants did a great busj.ness and. the varied

street scenes beggar description, In these d.ays Ca.lro used to wake up

about 10pm. and. by midnight lras a seething rn&ssr Host of our passes were

timed. up to 10 orcloek, but everyone took an hour or two extra and. con-

sequently Ord,er1y noom was a fairly busy place next day.

The Infantry hao. been here some time when we amived and. the novelty

of the place had. partly worked. off, for them. I{owever, as most of us had.

relatives and pals in the Battalions, they came in very useful in gutding

us round.. About Mena Camp j-tself quite a small township of small shops

and' hovels had. sprung up and the cluaint signs d.isplayed. everyvhere caused.

much laughter.

The days were hot and dusty, the dread.ed. rKhamsinr blowing strong

each d.ay. F,orr;ever, each night brought cool relief and h-fe was very enjoy-

ab1e. Not many days after our amival the infantry begarr to move out for
arr unknown destinationo It was good, to r+atch these men as they swung along

and. the memory of them will never fade. t{elther before nor since has a finer
body of men ever moved. out to fight for iilnpire. ivlonths of training had put

a polish on to bronzed skins and. they looked so wholesome and fine with their
magnificent plrysiquer we felt proud as we cheered. them out of carnp, that we

belonged to the same stocko

Our training went on strenuously eackr d.ay, all sorts of tactj-cal

schemes and rirarches being carrj-ed. out. The horses were supplied with a
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little green forage, in add.ition to their army ration and" soon became fit

and. quite recovered" from their long voyageo fhey had. little work to do

and were not knoeked. about in any way, as galloping on the sand was strictly

forbidd.en.

0n the 28 April, the Brigade moved over to }ieliopolis and caroped on the

racecourse there. 'y,le were inuch more comfortable, the ground being fresh

and. elean, while nearby r+ere big modern shops arrd restaurants, to say nothing

of Llrna Park, which was next door and open nightly. Our trainirrg here

extended into bigger sehemes and. we used to go daily out near the 01d Suez

Road. Watch Iowers and tear romd scooping up imaginary ener,r:i"es and. red.oubts.

Both men and horses became very efficient in d.rj.l} manoeulte and were by now

fit to hold their own against anything.

0n the 29th, the first news of the Dardanelles came through. By the

afternoon of the ]0 April, most of us had heari. garbled accounts of the

land.ing, and as the rumours spread and conseqriently became exaggerated- the

excitement became intense" Ihrough the lirst days of I,Iay, we were very

i''--+ient to be away. i.ivery man was read.y to be out at minuters noticeorluIJa vJ

Lieut Arblaster and his l,'lachine Gurr ?roop, consj"sting of about 27 aJ'l ranks,

were sent off arrd all were anxious for the vrord. which must come in the next

f ew rlays o
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0n the 12 i\ay, excitement amoqg' the troops had reached fever pitch'

The first d"rafts of wounded were just arriving from Gallipoli, and were

being tend.ed" at the huge Palace ilotel, Heliopoh-s, the quarters of IIo.1

Australian General Hospital. Many of the fi.egimental persorurel had' friend.s

and relatives arnong the ruor.rrrded men, and the stories narrated. by these of

the doings during the first few hours of that glorious landing (stories

wl:ieh soon became nnagnifled. and alarmingly exaggerated.) rnade all ranks

irnpatient to be at grips with the efl€mlr

0n the 1J iftay, orders were issued to prepare and" be ready to erobark

from Alexand.ria for the scene of action by the l8th insto In the evening,

a few hours prior io entraining from Alexand.ria, all was hustle. As no

horses were to be taken certain persorurel had to be left behind. for their

eare. [he following were detailed.r- Capt Entwisile from Reinforcements,

Capt Flountjoyr Veterinery 0fflcer, Lieuts Thorn and falbot l'loods, the

Transport Drivers and about J0 0ther ranks.

Lieut Talbot ,*ioods joined" the Reginent subsequently just before the

charge at Halkersts Nek" Our Padre, Chaplain Capt i{oore, was also left

behind..

Each Squad.ron had to march out up to full strength (i.e. 6 Offieers

and 148 o/rarrl<s), consequentll. some of the Reinforcements, who up to now

had been c"uartered apart from the 3rigad"e, were ealled. upon. All saddlery

vras packed. ln sacks and stacked, only certain articles of clothing v,tere

allowef. to be taken. The rest of our personal belongings were packed. i-n

kit bags artd sent to the Sase Iepot, where nost of the best stuff was

subsetluently thieved.

A rucksack, modelleC. on the Infa^ntry knapsack, but ad.apted for

putting on over the bandolier equipment, was issued"; it held. all the
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necessary kit. Officers were orrtered" to wear the same equj"pnent as the

men, the being to prevent the enemy snipers from pieking them outc The

horses were parted froni with d.eep regret. Each man had grown to love hj-s

horse arrd. no one liked the idea of leaving his I'Pal'r to the doubtful

attention of a. stranger. Gone also were our visions of charging and

rowtd.ing up the enemy, visj.ons that eaeh and. all had" ind"ulged in during

the recent training,

Apart from the regret, however, all r',ere rnost eager to get to the

front, a:nid much bustle and dust the Regiment board"ed a train at Iieknieh

Station at about Tpmron the 1{ }iay, Al-exand"ria was reached. without mishap,

early next morning, the train was shunted. ri3'ht cn to the wharf side. Here,

after the usual delay for ro11 ca1ls, load.ing gear, etc., all were got on

board the transport, X2., a boat forrnerly used in the American Cattle trade

r:nd.er the na.ine of the fit4enoilineetr. 'Ihis vessel saiied at ga\on the 16 l'fay,

the strerr6th of the liegiment on bo:rrd being 2J Affieers arid. 45] other rar,rkso

The voyage was uneventful, land being kept in sight most of the r,ray. The

ship was crovrd.ed, other troops of the Srigad.e being aLso on board. The

usual troop d.eck scenes and amusenents were ind.ulged. in. A very strict

watch was maintained for submarines, rnrhich, at that time, were just

beginning to make themselves felt.

Cape Helles was reached at pamron the 1t l{ay, here we saw the first shots

fired. by enemies. A big fi6ht vras in prosressi Everybody worked. up to a3

intense state of curiosity and exeitement and r+e could see aeroplanes and

warships all being' enga8ed at hig$ pressure. Our ship stood off from the

shore, about f of a nile (just near the fa:nousrtRiver Clyd.e",) and our

rigging and top deeks were crowded. with swarns of chatterlng sight-s€exsr

iJe could see, on our right front, a fair aistance rrp't'h" Narrows'and this

water t'as being busily patrolleC by torped"o craft round which eould be seen
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occasional spurts of r^rater, as the Chanak Forts tried. their gunnery. Further

over was the Jisiatic shore, we fooked from a distance on the fabled. fields

of Troy. Iminecliately in front eould be seen the camp and dug-outs on lielles

Beaeh, and these were being subjected. to a flerce shell fire by tLre enemy

from the d.irection of Achi Baba. A1l- over the land.seaper as far inlarid.

as 4 to ! i::iles, could be seen puffs of smoke, here from a battery in

action and tl:ere were shrapnel and high e:"plosives kept incessantly

bursting. Every few minutes, above all roared" the broad.side of a battle-

ship and. a long line of ti:ese imposing vessels coufd be seen stretching

away into the distance to Suvla Bay. ?he resulta,nt eq>losion from the

big shells raad.e us wonder why Achi Saba uas not a crurnbled. o&ssr Good

evidence of their d.estructive powers was afforded. by a stud.y of the

Seddel-3ahr forts (or rather where the forts useo to be) on the shore

close at hand. These forts harl been blown tc ruins dr,ring the first

Naval bombardncent,

,{way up on the coast on our left si;retched their battleships, while

further round" loomed the island. of Inbros, yet further arr/ay, in the extreme

blue distance, the beautiful peak of Samothraki. ft was a most wonderful

d.ay of sights.

During the hours our euriosity be4an to grow, as to where we lIere

going to land.. v/e .<new our countrymen were further up and that was where

our hearts wexe. At sundoun fresh ord.ers carae aboard. and r*e soon knew

that llelles wes not to be our home. fhe ship upanchored. and. put about and.

headi-ng straight for the Islar:d of Lemnosrwe again anchored. at lOpmrin the

beautiful harbour of i,lud.ros. 'Ihis bay ruas crowded r,rith t*arships and.

transport and various other craft. Everyone was full of work and bustle,

the place being the Sase }epot for the operations. After sorne hours d.elay,
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orders were received that we were to proceed to Gaba Tepe and join the

Australian Forces there. Aecord.ing1y, on the morning of the 21 }tay, three

torpedo boat d.estroyers pulled. alongside; all troops were qu-ickly trans-

ferred their decks, a fresh start i^ras mad"e for the Feninsula. He were

fortunate enough to get a"ooard the "Foxhound.rr, the controLling vessel,

Ied. the way gaily across at a speed. of 20 knots. rlvas a most e:rhilarating

journey, the speed. anC notion of the boat beir6 in great contrast to the

slow going transports to which r+e had. become so accustcnecl. The Officers

and. crer.i were extremely generous and. kind. to all" $very man ldas served

with hot chocolate, ma"rry secured. a liberal supply of good. tobaccor which

proved a great boon d.urlng the next few weeks. 0n arrival off Anzac, the

boats spent ari hour or tr+o cruising slowly up and down between Suv1a and.

Anzac 0ove. 'Ihis was evid.ently to gull the enemy into the belief that the

vessels were merely performing a patrolo Several varships nearby fired.

broadsid.es at intervals, serving to keep enemy head.s d.own. ?oward" the

early afternoon r,ie were rushed close 1n toward.s shore, lar.rnches x-ere

irsmediately alongsid.e, the land.ing was effected. without rtishap, though a

few schrapnel were sent a.aong us. Some of the launches bringing other

porticns of the Brigade ashore had" shght casualties, but nothing consid.er-

ing r+irat could have been done had the naval people d.alrd.led. rlheir arxange-

ments lrere excellent anC spi-end-idly carrled. out, the little mi.d.d.ies causing

us all to gape r*ith a.musenent and wond"er at theix power in hand.ling men.

fhe troops wexe guided from the shore to a spot alloted. for a temp-

orary bivouae half way between the pier and Russellrs Top and on the cliff

face. Here all hands were lrarned to dig in immed,iately. There was a great

d.eal of Rho0.od.end"ron scrub about and d.igging in consisted. of each man

burrowirrg out a hole slightly bigger than his bod.y and. about two feet d.eep

covering it with waterproof sheet and. some branches. Squadrons and troops

were kept together as much as possible but all had to fit in to the nature
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of the grourrd. While this work was in progress the famous rrAnafatta Annietl

opened up on us with shrapnel. As the first shelIs sereamed toward.s us

nearly every man straightened. hinself and. looked. up to see what would come

of it. rTwas beautifully ranged and. landed. right in our nid.st, but luckily

proved a trdudrr. ilveryone rushed to secure what, at that time, was consid.ered.

a trophy. But cr:rioslty was cut short by another shell bursting in our

midst with a murd"erous shriek, arrd a xun was mad.e for coverr fhe gun, after

firing a few more shots, switched further d.own the beach and we all carne out

again. There were no casualties, but we were all consid.erably wiser, the

trad.gedy of the hudd"led. bundles and wrecked barges up a1on6 the beach

towards Suvla came horne to us then.

After the digging-in had. been couipleted., nearl;,' everyone founci time

for a swim at the beach below. ItAnafarta Anierr fired. a few ineffective

shots, but someholr one felt safe in the water and" Iittle notice was taken

of her, Towaros sund.own we were all gathered. into the dugouts. Seing

unoer the cliff we were safe frora rifle fire, which went direetly over our

heads and into the sea sone distance out. ::,ach buflet made a sharp snap-

crack as it went over, and this noise was j-ncessant during the night. No

fires were permitted after dark, despite all the noises of real" war r+hich

we were now hearing' for the first tiree, everybody ivent to bunk early and

slept soundly.

fhe next day at )a:qive had our first ftStand to Arms". This stand was

a regular thing throughout o,.:.r active service, the hours, of course, being

varj.ed. according to the t:j-mes of the yearr 0n Ga1lipo1i our average times

were from OJ)A b 044At from 1800 to 1900 in the evening.

It is nost annoyingr being wakened on a raw morning, stand.ing about

shivering and groaning, Never, throughout our service, d.id. the enemy
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choose to attack d-uring tl:e hour of stand"ing-tor as everyone was required"

to sleep with his gear on when in the trenches, it struck us as rather

unnecessary to wake us up when a good extra hour or two of sleop would have

been much more benefieial. 'lhroughout the day most of us were allowed to

wand.er round. a bit, use oux eyes and. become faniliar with the lay of the

grormd"" ILt, 179orrrA[ Squadron was sent on outpost duty at trenches rurr:ring

down to the beach from yJalkerrs Ridge. At this time this vas our extreme

left f1ank, though a few hund.red" yards to our left frontr the New Zea1and

troops had. established a post on a high knoll, }<nown afterrn'ards as No.1

Outpost. Need.less to say, no enemy got near our lines that nightr as

everyone felt very keen a3d alert. This part of the line r*as never

particularly pressed. by the enemyr though it we"s a happy hunting Sround.

for his snipers, who could obtain excellent cover artd doin-ination in the

scrub on the scrub on the heights imrnedlately above, At Stand-to on the

2J ?lay, sorne excitement rdas caused. by the Nerrr Zealand party, which had. just

been relieved. on the outpost, having their leadirrg maJlr a Sergeant, shot

fatatly at 10 yard"s range. The sniper got awa;- j.n the d.arknessr and he

can thank his stars. 'Ihe event caused a gloom for a time as these troops

were suffering heavily dr.lring the last few d.ays from snipers, rvhom it was

irnpossible to locate in the thick serub.

On the 2Q T4ay, an armistice was held. to allor.r of the C"ead being buried.

This day was our first sight of large numbers of dead men, and. heaps of the

enemy could be seen right along the line. A tape had. been set up on sticks

right along roid.-way between the opposing trenches, and the enemy buried all

d.ead. on their sid"e while our people buried. all of ouxs. T'i:.ere were so many

in certain places that they were just pushed. over the cliff face and. loose

earth broken down over thera. All ranhs not actually en6a6ed" in the burial

or coilecting parties grouped round on parapets and" vieued and. d.iscussed
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the proceed.ing generally. There was not tirre to dig other than shallow

graves, as there were so marry heaps of enemy and. the execution donet

especially in the fight on the 1! I'!ay, w&s €rrorfiIousr 'r{herever possible

services wete read over our own dead., many men whose fate up to nov had.

been rmcertain were found., their wourrd.s urid.ressed in the shrubberyr where

they had. d.ied., fightine to the end. In sone cases our boys and the Turks

were found close together, evidence of the bitter struggle each little party

had fowht out. One wounded. Turk had been lying out for ! d"ays. He was

brought in but d.ied. almost im:aed"iately. It seened. pitiful that a nan should

thus die after giving his all for his home anu country.

0n the 2Jitay, the Regiment was alloted a seetor (No +) on !/alkerts

Rldge, relieving thel#ellington itounted. Rifles. By 1200rwe vere all ready

to move from our jleach bivouac, and the long climb up ihe cl"iff face was

accomplished by 1400. This was one of our nost nemorable d.ays. lJhen half

way up and just as the troops had sat down to take one of the many rests

that the hard. clin:bing entailed, a big explosion at sea cau.sed all heads

to turn out in that d.irection. Directly off Gaba Tepe a hug:e column of

rvater spr:.rted. into the air a"r:d. a huge warship, which lre soon heard. was the

famous old 'ftriumphrr, uas seen rapid.ly to heel over and sink. She had.

been torped.oed. by a subnarine as she was bombard"ing Gaba fepe redoubts"

All the sea seemed^ to be imned.iately alive r^rlth rashing torpedo craft and.

lan:nches, some hurrying to the shiprs sid.e to rescue work while tr.ro or

three torped.o boats seurrj.ed. round" in circLes in the endeavour to ram or

locate the submarine. Our vi-ev was as from the gallery of a picture

theatre, certainly our interest in the performance was intense. 'Ihe

ineid.ent in no llay caused us any dowr:leeartedness, the sign:ifieance of it

all d.id. not seem to strike us so rnuch at that time as many lesser events

in after d.ays did. 0f course, it i.ras the main topic of ccnversation every-

where for the next few d.ays, and. when on the 27 lfayt we heard of the I'I'lajesticrsil
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fale, nost of us began to realise that we were up against itr both on 1and.

a"nd. sea. iiowever, we had" a 1ittle diversion by being lucky enough to secure

a butt of wine, which had been washed up frorn the rrtrir:nphrr and' enioying

a little rrbeanol in our trooP.

0n the 25 Ir{ay, we were in it up to our necks, Everyone 'hlas most eager

to d.o some shootingr throughout the whole day each loophole in the sand ba.6s

was naltned by men as keen to secure a trrrk as a schoolboy a:med' with a

shanghai- is to shoot a sparrow. Whether any enemy did get shot it is

d"ifficult to say, as they made no conplaints to us, but if their casualties

were half as numerous as our shooters claimed. they must have suffered

severely. One liergeant was extra keen arrd he used. to d.iscover and. ki1I

furks where not another man could see any sign of one either before or

after he had shot. fhe notches to his ered.it would have filfed. up three

or foqr gun stocks inside a week the rrunour was started., that the Turks

lrere offering €500 for him, dead or alive, and his keerrness seemed to

fad.e right away. fhis N.C.O. elaimed to have done some time at corvboy

lrork in A.nerica, no doubt he thought it incr.rabent to play up to the

narvellous feats t'/e are accustoined. to read about in some of those 'rBad

3i11'r novelso As the days lrore on we soon learned. to eonsexve orlr

a^rmunition until it was wanted, and after sufferlng 7 casualties our

head.s were kept a little lower below the parapet. lle useO to manage a

little diversion eaeh night toward,s about 8pm. Word would be passed along

the trench to do ! minutes rapid fire and. this with a few cheers arid

shouts thrown in seemed to put the fear of d.eath into "Johnny Turkrt.

Every rifle and nachine gun in his trenehes would immed"iately open up

with an awful d.in, and this fire would be kept going for a ful1 20 minutes"

He never mad.e the slightest attempt at hitting us as we could often see his

rifles pointing stra:ight up to the sky and" beirrg fired. We suffered. no
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casualties, and. besioes giving us a good laughr "diversion'r must have cost

ihe eneray an enormous amount of ammunj-tion. He must have thought that,

when we gave a cheer, we were about to charge a^nd his experience of

Australians at that partlcular style of warfare haa been both costly and

bitter. I,lany weeks elapsed before the enemy desisted frorn replying to our

d"emonstrations o

At 0r0g on the 2) Nayl the enemy attacked atrongthe liner but particularly

heavily at Quinnr s Posto Our Sector was subjected. to a heav,y bombardment and.

rifle fire, and on this morn:i-ng our first man was killedr No.]51 tpr Coe.

The Regiment d.id good execution rniith rifle and ma.chine gun fire on the

attackers of Qu:imt s Post as we rvere able to 6ive a splendid overhead. flre,

which maierially assj.sted our troops hoiding that portion of the trenches.

After suffering very heavily, the attack broke d.own. fhis was our first

really blg action, md the roar of the mountaln batteries (one of which 'oras

brr:ilt i-n our trenches), eoupled with the d.etonation of the Japanese bombs,

and the terrific rattle of rifle fi.re, was deafenj.ng. Bhe d.ays up to the

] Jirne, were rriell spent in securing our d.efences and d.eepening trenches.

Certai-n allororances were made whereby some of us got turns d"own to the

beach for a swim, and" this proved. a great boon as the weather was growing

very hot and the trenches were almost unbearable towards mi.d.-dayr though

we had. a few casualties from snipers and shrapnelr to men unttarXr and

unlucky enough to be caught in the open. 0n the I June, we were relieved.

and. went down to bivouac in i'tule Gully, a fairly sheltereC spot und"er ihe

Cathedral 31uff, though we suffered" some annoyance fron the big gr:ns at

Chanak, and also from our olo friend.'rAnafarta Amieil, the latter breaking

up our Church parade on the very first Sund.ayr and t*owrding two men. During

our stay here we suffered. about 2) casualties frors 'rArulierrr this time she

was a sourse of great allnoyance all round., rarely a day passing without her

claiming 40 to 50 victims on the beaches arid. the tracks lead.ing thereto.!.,
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fhe time in this rest camp was employed mostly in swimming, though

each d.ay a party, about 100 strong, was sent up to assist in d.eepen:ing

and. widening the trench systems at Halkerrs Top. As there were no cooks,

each Section, { men, had to d.o its own eooking and in this respect the

bushman shored. up to great advanta4te. Many curioue but appetising dlshes

were mad.e up from [bulIy and biscuitsir, risso]es being general favourites.

these were concocted fromtrbullyrt, growld biscuitsl a little Ind.ian meal if

obtainable, and" some wild" th1:ae (tne tatter lras growing everywhere alnong

the thiek scrub). Some of the boys [paIIed up'r with the Ind"ian mu]e d.rivers

artd so manage<l to seeure a few cumy roots. The d.ays of invj-tations to dine

out were not frequent, though occasionally sorae section would gi.ve a quiet

a little partyl supplemented. by a drink saved from the rum issue. fhere

used to be some g:reat battling to 'tdorr the Quartermaster, especially al a.

dumpr though i.t was very rare to hear of rations bei-ng trpinched'r, which

would have ca::sed another man to go short. A great stunt r,*as to visit the

flor:r stack at the beach, and the bags here, although always well guard.ed.,

nearly all showed. signs of hunal rats. A man would r+a1k up, and as soon as

the sentryr s back was turned., proceed. to filt his shirt quickly from a hole

made with a jack knj.fe.

0n one occasion, r sat' a Trooper go straight up to a flour stack

while the clerk uas taking'a tally of the bags. He nad.e no hesitation but

simply grabbed a bag and walked straight round. the corner to uhere a group

of us r*ere sitting and placir:g the ba6 on the g:round. casually sat d.own on it
and joined in our conversation, fhe clerk who had. been absorved in his tally
sudd.enly woke up and. rushed round. qulckly, seeing no one in sight along the

beach, he excitedly asked" us had r./e seen a nan go by with a ba6'of flour, arrd.

explained. the circumstartces. 0f course, we had not, and said so. fire clerk,

after a few minutes puzzling as to whether the thief had fallen through the
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earth or not, and not thinking of locking amongst us for the culprit, as he

ha.d. noticed ue sitting about for some time, went back to his cor:ntingo To

this d.ay I feel sure that he puazles over that mysterious happeningl and we

often laughed after at what erplanation he tended. his 0.C.

3y this time t*e rnrere quite ofd soldiers and weli able to keep our end

up at foragj-ngo fhe ration issue was always good and. we got daily, such

items as bacon, cheese, jann, d.ried. fruiit, biscu:it and rum and. lime-juice'

f.he trouble was its daily sarrleness and when an oecasional issue came aloqg

of ttllaconachierr lt received a good. vlelcocie.

l,lajor Or3rian, our Siecond. in Coumand, left us in this calnpr he being

invalid.ed. to Egypt through contlnued bad. health, I'Iajor Gregory took over his

d.uties. lieut E G llilson was detached. to General Headquarters as a scout

Qfficer. iie took about six men with him artd these d.id. very valuable uork

during the next few weeks on the left flar:k, and. most of them acted as guid.es

to the different Units in the Suvla 3ay operations. J)ays passed. fairly

qrr:ietly, shrapnel and snipexs aceounting for a few men. Partles uere sent r4l

to the trenches each morrring on sappj-ng', while each night a $quad.ron would. take

its turn at inlying picquet, sleeplng' on the eliff face just nea,:e Cathed.ral

Corrrero The sapping r'lork was not a popular item; lt was al"ways d.angeroust

and ad.d.ed. to this the extreme hard nature of the groundr cornbined with the

cramped cond.itj"on in which one had^ to work, used. to make us ache with

pain. Several tirnes the eourse of the trench would. take us right through

a dead. bod.y, the work of getting past this would cause us soae little

trouble. It was quite a corlunon sight to pass through portions of the

-iraps, and see a pair of boots, the feet of a dead. manr or his hand.s or

else some boards passing through the sides holding the bodies in place.

In no time we grew callous to such items and the board.s often contained

epitaphs inscribed there by some rhard caser.

0n the 20 June, we again occupied the trenches on Halkerr s Top, thi.s
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time takj-ng a sector a little on the left of our old position a:td directly

facing the enemy trenches on Baby J00, only 2]0 yard.s a.!I&/r The shell-

fire and bombin6 had greatly increased. on the part of the enemy since our

last turn, it was very evident that thio portion of the line had- been

greatly strengthened by them since the armistice. In a few d.ays quite a

number of our men had either been kil]ed or wounded, and on the 27 June,

after a terrific bombardment at very close xange, we had the great misfortune

to lose the followingt- Ki11ed, t'tajor E A Gregoryr Capt & Adit J T Crowl,

and 5 0ther }lanks, lvound.ed., Lieut Co1 'vflriter md 14 others. it{ajor

Gregoryrs d"eath was a very great loss. Iie showed. great pro;nise as a

soldier, ar:d had. the respect and confidence of a1l who knew him. Capt Crowl-,

had become very popular with us arid I'Terryr srr sraiJ-e was knor*n everlruhereo

The enemy kept up a rakin6 and demoralising fire until the 2! Juner he

slackened up for a few hours. Lt, 2100, hovrever, a very heavy artillery fire

was commenced by the Turks; it ceased. after half an hour, only to be followed.

by a fierce rifle fusillad"e, lasting one hour. This slackened then ceased.

altogether. At rflid-night the fo:rtard saps reported- nuch enemy movement

going on in their trenches, and inned.iately all our men were got in readiness

to resist a:r attack. The supports were stooC to, and. everything possible

to guard. against surprise was d.one. At a quarter of an hour after mid"-

nisht the Turks sprung out of their trenches and rrad.e a fierce rushr but

were j-mmed.iately met with a vrithering fire" fheir nrm.bers must have been

1000, and in such a sna1I area they were tightly masseC. Our haii of

bullets wrought great executionr and had" the effect of naking the line

swerve to the lefto This pressure forced those on the right into some of

our secxet saps rnrhere they were promptly accowrted for by bayonets a"nd.

bombs. A terriflc d.in went on and flares lit up the scerre, making all

as plain as day. The 'Iurks were comple'te1y demoralised in a fev momentst
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and. could be seen running here and there like frightened. rabbits. Our

Supports had now come in and were anxlous to take part in the show. As

the fire benches were too crowded the men j'.:mped. up at the rear of our

trenches ano. fired" from there. Any hi.gh point of vantage was marrned.

regardless of d.anger and all were intent on shooting. Sarry of the enemy

seemed to have lost all- sense of direction and as the flares glared. out

they would rise up quickly and" scamper in any d"irection, most of them only

getting a few feet before they would be rid.d.led. The scene was aliful and

the ',rhole attack a courplete disaster for the enerny. No d.oubt nany got

baek in to their trenches in safety, but at d.ay-break 255 corpses were

counted. in our trenches and on our parapets, while the ground in between

was covered. with dead ario wounded. a.mounting to equally as many. Our owrr

casua.lties were 5 Xittea and 12 wounded.. t'he next tuo or three days were

spent in burying the d"ead. and- eleaning and re;;airing or:r trenches. 'fhose

dead near enough to our trenches r+ere pu}led. in with grappling hooks while

many of the wound.ed were brought in ai night. In a few days the stench

was almost unbearable and we welcomeo our relief on the d Ju1y, r,*hen vie

moved down lnto a bivouac at the foot of w'alkerrs, some 100 yards to the

right of our oLd. ll,Iule Gu1ly Camp. fhe men at this time were suffering very

badly from vomiting sickness and with septj-c sores. The latter is a kind.

of scurrry and is similar to the Australia,n Scoi:rge knorrrn as frBarcoo Rotrr,

i<nown to every bushman l{est of the t,ar}ing. However, a gooC rest here did^

us much benefit. Our d.uties consisted. of supplying the usual sapping parties

and. inlying picquets but we had a:nple time to go bathing each day, a

pasting very beneficial to the men. By tramping out to l'1o.2 Outpost, a

mile away, vre got some good. water in this camp $/e also saw some bread.

here the flrst tirce for uany weeks. Ehe flies and vermin \,rere becoru:lng

intolerable and the l,ied.i"cal 0fficer was at his wits enC to know how to
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for combating', the sameo Dysentery and. d"iarrhoea were very bad., our

evacuations beg'an to grow alarmingly" [he recent casualties mad.e some

promotions necessaryr arid Capt fficlaurin was pronoted. Majorr and 1.,t }ale

appointed. Adjutant" BSM $trar:g, one of our old, $road.meadows instructorsp

was transferred. to us and. appointed. fi,$M. $quadron $ergeant lvlajor Harsh
2 *"/f

was granted a Corsmj.ssion in the fi,eginent being appointed" *d;$#nt. -trffi'

@d" .I?C&fu}ersdo.t*s...i-rre*ss+e+ares, a$=t."".-e@

affcfu *s,6*€,n-*fr

t ,E+pa--lieu.t4Smnt, This was haiLed with great
:i,1.

l.l

d.e1ig'ht as it was the first promotion we ha{ had eone from the ranks in the

field and it rras a great incentive to the other N00tso 0n the 1{ Jui-y, we

reeeived a great shock, our popular me&ico 3r Ca^mpbeL1 kiIled by a d.irect

hit from Seachy 8i11, r.lhilst bathing'doun at lJatsonrs pler. Bhe nloert had

been a great favor.rrite. Oaptain Bea^uulsh reported on the 15th, in his placeo

0n the 29 JuLyr all our Leather Eea^rt bandoliers, etc, were handed. in and.

exchanged. for infantry web equipneat. It appeared to us that we were par.tir:g

wltli out last link with the horsee and. as a consequence lre were not too

pleased". Ilowever, the new equipnent soon 6'ot its d.ue appreciation, thou6tr we

had. a d.ea1 of labor:r assembling lt togethero Other than the swimra:lng there

r*as litt1e to amuse the men in those dayr s, although a couple of times we d.id.

attempt some moonlight oorrcerts. the best of these was held. just prior to our

return to the trenehe*, nhich latter took place on the 29 JaLy, and we relieveci

the 9th LH, at Nos 1 and 2 posts, Halkers [oB. He marched. into the trenches in

the afternoon and while doing this the enemy 75 eun took toll of 1 nan kllled.

and two wor.mded. It seeued. a bad start for us d.uring our next few weeks te:m

of d.uty here. Ldfe was vexy precarious during the succeed.ing d.ays and. the

enemy in the high ground. overlooking us gave us a. very bad. tj.me. Casualties
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liere frequent each d.ay and the whole position was rapi-dly beconi-ng unienable.

However, towarcis the first of August, rurrours of a big attack to be launcLred.

at liuvlar started to excite us. Down on the ileaches below could be seen

signs of great prepa.rations, and we supplied. several parties to haul guns

up near our positiono 0n the J August, we received. a" big batch of rej-nforce-

ments from Egypt, bringing'us well up to establishment. 0n the fourth, we

were issued. witkr final ord.ers for our part in ihe operaiions, The instructions

contaj-ned. in these were ver)'e:cplicit anrl fulI of cietail. The attack by us

r+as to be deiivered. at the trenches on 3aby J00, in two lines, each of 1)0

bayonetsr tnough thls was subsequently alterea io reao every available riian,

thus bringing the strength of each line over 200. 0n1y bayonets and. bombs

were to be used.. Each line hla 24 Somb thowers and carriers, r*hile every man

i'ras also supplied with two bonbs. Lieutenant Howard., Lrad. charge of ail bombing

personnel and arrangements. Each man excepting the bombers cagied. 200

rowrds of $AAr and in the way of rations had 5 biscuits, a tin of bu1ly and.

a water-bottle. As there was to be no further water issue for 1! hours

oro'ers were given to conserve it as much as possible" All wound.ed were to be

left to the stretcher bearers, while any prisoners were to be sent to the rear

without eseort. White patches were sewn on our shirts at the back, anrl r.;e

also wore white arrnband.s. This id"ea was to enable our own artillery observers

to tell us from the turks as v,re ad"vanced.. trilil Squad.ron und.er llajor Hedford

was to be the first lJ-ne, supplemented. by 2 Officers and )O tsayonets from rAr

$quad-ronr whilerrCtr Squad.ron with a similar add"ition from,rA'r, was to form

the seconc line. 'I.he fj-rst rush was to be led by the Colonel himself, whiJ-e

i'iajor leeble r+as entrusted with the command of the secondo .Ihroughout the

whoLe day everyone was busy an<1 as soon as the work was d.one most of us sat

doun to pen a word of farewell home. All realised that ours wes to be no

light job. the d"ifficulties and" strength of the enenqr position had. long been
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on Gallipoli. iiowever, there was never a thought of hanging backr rather

o.id. each man look forward with e:rpectancy to having a reaL tryout with Srer

Turk. 0n the morning of the fifthrat ten orclock, we took over all the front

saps anci trenches manned. by the 10th LlI, and were ciuite ready for eventso

Looking straight out j-n the front of our position here, the ground took a sharp

slope upwartls, and our trenches formed. the foot of a feature known as r'-Baby

7o0rr. Ilrom abovg the enemy corapletely dorninated" us ano cosequently enfila.d.ed.

rnany of our communicatj-on trenches at very cl-ose range. iilheir position

consisteC of a series of trenches running round. the slopes of the hillt

almost serri-cj"rcu1ar, one above the other, at d.istances of 20 yards, the

wings of the rear trenches command.i-ng -uhose below. In the same way they

commanded our trenches, and inovement during the day rvas almost fatal. Add"ed"

to the teruible heat of ihe sr:rr, the flies, and. the vermln, there were surely

few worse hel1-hoIes ever existed.. The nearest Turkish trench was only 2l

yards froin ours in the centre, exrenaing to about 70 yards on the wi-ngs. It

is lnnecessary to ad.d- that borab throwing 1^ias a popular pastiine for both sides,

though at that time bonbs were mostly rna<ie ]ocally, a::d" were not the superior

cla.ss l,fenow use.

Ihat night we slept in the trenches, and the 5th dawned bringing a roar

of a3,Lillery up the wind. from i:elles, where a preliminary feint was in progress,

intend.ed as a draw to the enemy, in the hope the;, woufd weaken their ilnes

opposite trr\nssst' and "Sulva iiayrro

As the ciay advanced we r*ere allorved out in tr:rns for a spell in the shad"e

at shrapnel terrace, but the 1p- e afternoon saw us all 6;athereu again in position.

'Ihe night of the 6th/7th, i^ras moonless and chiliy. We had" been matie to

stack all our belongings, including tunics and. overcoe,ts, well at the rear of

our posi-tion, and the nen only had their flannel shirts for body covering. The
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night air struck through, and despi.te a g'ood. ru"rn issue, ma&e us all into a

shivering huddled ma$s, all fervently wishing for d"aylight"

About 9pm, a gang of engi.neers arrived, and with the aid. of some of

ou.r ilIen, quickly set to r+ork removing sections of our barbed. wire entangle-

ments, to give us a clear passage through. thie they soon aceonplished-t

losing one man killed and. a few r,ror.urd.ed. [he officer in charge was shot

through the foot, but although it must have been exceedingly painfulr he made

li€ht of it, hie ehief concem seemed to be uore about his d"anaged boot thart

hls footu

ALl were roused at )a& on the Jth, and preparatLons nade rhopping overr o

Packs were ad.justed.l and. bombers and ladder carriers sorted up. Each man was

in his place qu:i-ckly, and eager, as soon as the prelininary bombardment ceased;

to jump out. fhis prelininary bombardment was beirg done from the eea by war-

ships, and a vord of explanation regarding its carryirrg out may not be amiss,

as Bome won*erment may be caused. as to how this could be d.one in d.arkness, and

with safety, when the opposing trenches were so elose to each other. This was

got over by us putting up:a $ecret 1aop, colored red., right in our fo:rnost

sap, and. on the eliff edge facing seatrards. [he observers on the boats cou]d

see this, though the enemy could not, and. the shiprs gunners knew that any-

thirrg within 20 yards of this would" mean casualties for us. they had been

practising nightly d.uring the past f,ew weeksl occasionally using their search-

lights for better observation, and had. by nor-r become very accurateo

0n this mornlng our orders were, that as soon as the wa.rships ceased. firet

oqr first line was to go over and out ten yards, then 1ie flatr whj.le the

second. line was to jump out and lie d"own on the parapet. At a given signal

both lines wele to spring up and. charge, the first Iine, lf possible, to try

and. break through ctulckly to the reaff, leaving the second. line to clear iry the

first of the en€my trencheso
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3he bombardment started at 4a:n, a,nd closed. &own at a quarter past.
Contrary to our expectations, it uas totaLly inad.equate, doing llttle or no

d.a.ina6e to the enemy or his trenches. In factn it seemed. to put him wid"e ar+rakeg

for the first liae had just got well over, and the second line was climbing
out, when he let loose a torrific storm of fire. His trenches were absolutely
packe& r*ith mon, al1 firing furj.ously, rchile about 4S machine guns t ere

concentrated from many directions on the few yaras space. T}:e noise was

appalling. The air was filled with a venomous hissing and crackling of bulleto,
and the s$ish-swish of naehine gurrs aE they traversed. to and fro, searching

for victimo.

It wan intrrossible for anything to faee such a ha:iI of raetal. lfithin
three ninutes, the greater nunber off the tsen were casualties. She second

llue brave}y rushed fgrward to the first, only to nal<e their plJ.ght worse.

A1l. that thoee atiIl llvirrg aould do was to hug the grorrnd, and walt for the

etorm to cease. A very few, evidently in the confusion, not realising that
those lying around, rere aostly easualties and unable to proceed, tried. to
advance, but these never got to the enemy trenches, though some feII on their
parapets. During the nert few oinutes, the bullets rippeel and tore through

the bodies, and the air reeked wlth the suelI of eordite and the stench of
the drietl filrkish vLctims Left here sj.nce the atiack on the 29th June. In
our own trenches, little of the sltuation sas actual"ly reallsed., and. the
10th Reginentr which nae to fo1low us on, sent out their first line. These

suffered. enorslous caeual.ties also, and then someone found out that the situation
was quite impossible and orders rere given to get back as r*ell ae cou10 be

nanaged.. After 20 minutes, the fire started to slacken graduallyr. thor.6h the
eneuly 75s put in a temifie haiL of high erploslve at !00 yard.s range. Those

nearest our trenches mad.e their effort to get back, chancJ-ng almost certain
death in doing so, as it was now becomlng quite light. For those able to run,
the risk was Boon over, but many of the wounded could only crawl or pu1}

thenselves along by thelr €Lrurso One boy hopped in, his foot hanging by a
Einew. He was laughins as he feLL into friendly &rms, and was still full of
p1uck. they lopped his foot off a fev ninutes after, at the clearing station,
but he got home to Australla alright.
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Ilhose nea"rer the enemy were ln a terrible pLight. fhe slightest
movement of hand or foot brought a hail of fire at them, and. in this vay marry

a poor wounded feIlow, noving in his aSonyr suffered death. Two men were out

all that day, in the burrrlng sun and heat, getting back to our trenches at
nidnight, Our men j.n the trenches had. been warned to be on the lookout for
such as these, and so they got in safely. Their e:rperiences d.urlng that d.ay

were ar+fuI. They lay all day with their backs to the scorching sun, unable

to move, as they knew that the eneny were constantly snlping the wound.ed as

they moved on sld.e. Unable to lift their heads, the flies and vermin from

the dead bodies crawled up their nostrils and in their @&r$o Ehey eould

hear the Turks conversing quite plainly, and. could. also heax our own people

trying to get in nounded. by means of grappling irons.

By 8.a.m., lt seemed evident that all of the Regiment l"eft aLive

were now in the trenches., that is excepting the wounded r*ho were being trasiity
attended to at the rear and. then sent down to the beach. Many of the men were

qu:ite dazed, and efforts were nade to get then out to a ledge on the cLiff
face, to hold a roll-call. After some time, this was done and the scene

there was very heart-rending. fhe casualty list of that date tel1s only too
pla:inly, the horror of it all.

15 Officers and 157 other ranks were kiLled, and { officers
and. 81 other ranks were wounded.. Many of the nen on the cllff face were

so shaken, that they were almost he1p1ess, and the evacuatlons d.uring the

ensuing few days, from shock were heart breaking.

A large number had mi.nor wound"s which were never reported..

One $ergeant had his hair shot away etraight along the top of his head,

two deep bullet scores across his chestr and another right across his back.

These had been done by a machine gun as he 1ay out in the 1ine. He was not
reported wounded, though he surely earned. his gold etripe that norning.

After ro11 call and a scrap meal, we lrere put 1n sone o1d. gun

pits near by, and given a couple of hours speL).. The other units of the
Brigade had meanwhile manned our trenches, and. the Cheshire Reginent were

in supports. These latter suffered particularLy heavy casualties, beir:6

anfiladed by the T5 at the summit of 'r3aby 700". Iio further attenpt was

aade to advance at this position, and j.ndeed it never was pushed forward right
up to the time of the evacuation. the whole affair was a ghastly blunder.

-
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,"ert ra*ng.

At 1r00r the work of reorganisatlon haC served" to show us tlrai although

sad.1;r depleted in persorinel, ue uere yet capable of i:Lelping materially in that

sector of the line. Lieut i{iggins wttLt 2J men r{a,s sent out io a surall peak

known as rCamels }iumpr, rnrhi"le a similar party under $lll,t 3eath, ,xent to

rlestroyer }Iillr, a small formation next to the liuiap. 'i'liese trnro parties had

a very trying 2{ hours, losing inany easualties, but certaj-n1y inf}icting sever:e

oamage on the enemy and helping the attack f',lr-cher on the 1eft, rouno ,l.able Top

and Rhodoaendron rLidge conslderably. 3eathrs pariy eaught a iari,;e nuniber of the

enemy in a d"ead. end gully an<r practicaliy ar:nihilateo then with close range

rifle fire. The renainder of these tuo parties reti:rned" to the itegiment on the

n:ight of the 9tnl1Otho and the regiment acteC as a reserve ro the lth and 10th

ilegiments, at tJalkerrs Top. Here 6 men lrere wounded, two of nhom clied. at the

casualty station.

0n the 1] A'u.gust, i'Iajor i''lacl'aurj-n, retu.rned. to ciuty, and.'iJO Strang, was

slightly wound"ed and. evacua"ted. 0n the 15th, Capt Saker returned" from illness.

A board of 0fficers was held to report on the casualties sustained in ttre cliarge"

0n the 17 Auglrst, Lieut Oliver, went to hospital, followed. by Lieut Beath on

the 20th, li{ajor }iaclaurin on the 26th, iieut i'lack on the 2Jth, Lieui Stewart on

the 2)th, while besides these very many of the men were sent away.
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ffiajor }eeble 3..Y.

L,ieut Arblaster R.H'

Irieut I'ry H.I,.

L,ieut Saker &.S.

R.Q,.H.S. $proat J.

S'S.i,1. Beath R.iI.

$gt Wilson C.$o

t /cpl. Oliver W.Io

t/cat Hilson E.iI.

€pl" Sronn-n,.8.

$gt Stewart A.W,J,

L/WL l{ack S.H.

t /cpl walker Y.H.

lbr Whitehead S.

Promoted 'Ienporary Lieut Col

Promoted Captain

Promoted {emporary Captain

ilromoted Captain

Proiaoted. 2nd Lieut

Proinoted 2nd Lieut

Pronoted 2nd Lieut

Promoted 2nd. Lieut

Fronoted. 2nd Lieut

Promoted femporary Z/Lieut

Promoted Temporary ZfLleut

Promoted"'Iemporary ZfLL"eut

Promoted,'Iemporary ZfLieut

Promoted ?emporary Lieut
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7.8.15

7.8" 15
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7.8' 1 5

?.8.15

7.8.1 5

7.9.15

7.8.15

7.8.15

?,8" 15

7.8,15

?"8.1 5

7.8.15
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The trenend.ous casualties anC evacuations haci novr emaciated. the liegirnent

to about all- ranks, anC rhis f"orce moved out to Aghyl nere, halfway to Sulva

jiay, on the 28th, at Jpm.

There being no safe route to get to this place except ihrough the narrovr

saps, a.nd as each man had" to caxry his belon;5iugs, ihe men wexe extremely

knockeci upwlth this journey, and a few irad. to be sent into casualiy stations

on the way. Shellfire accounted. for three.

In this sector tl:e regiment ca,rae und.er the commanci of General Coxr and

was located at the fa.rnous Hill 50. fhe fighting at this spct had been

particularly heavy, and our two sister regiments had suffered particularly,

also a battalion of the Ghurkas. Ihe r+hole area was littered. with corpses, the

enemy having recej-ved almost treble of what he hac given. ?uio officers and

fifty men were sent in to man the trenches, and assist the troops alread.y there,

but ii:e foliowing ciay our quota was cut down to one 0fficer and 2) men.

Lieutenant Higgins and. 8 men i,iere pickeri orit and sent across to Imbros isl-and"

for a spell acting as a grlard at Gene::al Heaeq,uarterso They only stayed ar"ray

2 weeks, bui the respite cLid them the worid. of good.

vle spent some ciays here, the nen in rhe ir:enches being reh-eved. by i;hose

in reserve everlr 2r{ irours, anC thus;nost of ihen got some sort of rest. 'Ihe

reserve ca;np lr.as in a beautifui liirle vailey shaped like a horseshoer and

ilie enemy g:rms cr:-d not iocate us irere for sorne iime. lLowever, v;ithin a few

d"ays our evacuations had been so great, that by ihe 6 Septernber, the regi:nent

was reduced to I Officers, and j0 bayonets,

Seing now practically tnon estr as a figirting force, we were ord"ered.

to rejoin 31{t" up on Canterbury slopes, and" the night of the Bth, saw us

scrainbling up the narrorrr gullies ancl wiiteroourses of Chun"rk 3ahr. Here we were

rnade a resexve force, supplying small fatigue parties, manning'l'able Top,

a"nd. senCing out two sr,rall posts, nigirtly in front of our trenches as alarm
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postsr 3y the 11th, Lt Col Seeblee Capt Saker and. lieut E H Wilson had' been

evacuated slck. Major Scott from the "10th LI{, agsumed comrnand. L,ieut }liggins

returned from lnbros, and Lieut 0liver from trigyltt, the former taklns over the

d"uties of adjutant fron captain arblaster, the latter being required. by

Brigad.e as nachine gun $ffj.cer. Captain Arblaster was however, wounded, just

prior to his takirrg over his Srlgade d.uties, and evacuated. $ergeant lvlajor

wleGrath and [rooper T S Austin lrere pronoted to eom:nissioned rank on the 14tht

and" l,ieut lliggins to Capta;in. thirty three reinforcements arrived. on the 17

$eptember, and these just hei.ped. to keep the unit going. Casualtlos were

constant each day, the average being about three' Most of the wounds were

sustained through the agency of shrapnel and. spent bullets, and in the d-ug-

outs of the men, these latter being built facing the enemyl otring to the

nature of the countrY.

0n the 2? September, Major A L Nicholas, was sent to take over command't

Major Scott being required at his onn Urrit, fhis officer was howeverr blown

to pieces by a dlrect hit from a seventy flve, just immediately after his

relief'

Captain Hore was evacuated. rouaded on the sane day, and. Lieut Oliver

was sent to Egy:rt on duty for the Srigade.

fhe men were sti.}l kept on sapping and outpost d.utiesr arld sickness was

vsry prevalent.

Capta:in $haru:on in charge of a batch of reinforcements, arrived- on the

t gctober, including himself and. 17 other ranhs for this regiment. fhese were

a very welcome addition and. brought our strength up to about 80 all rarks.

This allowed of a little reorgarrisation, and also a few promotions among the

l{C0rs. }larrant 0fficer Gi}bert, from the 12th iff Regiment reported and took

over the duties of R$M.

0n the 4 gctober, the ene$y mad,e a big d,euronstratj-on but nothing startling
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happened. 0n the )th, we lost a few men, wound.ed. through the heavy shelling.

fhe weather at thie time was extremely co1d. and. uet and. early in the month a

terrific sto:rn ra6:ed playins havoc with shipping and ratj.on arrangments.

At nights terrific gusts of wind caLled. rrlrevantersrr used to burst up the

gullies, wrecking our dug-out shelters and naking most of us extremely

uncomfortable. these however, served to hurry the preparatlons for

the winter and. each d.ay now we had. to supply parti.es to go d.own to the

Beac}q to'drag timber and building materials up to make roofs for our

shelters.

Lieut lvlcGrath was evacuated sick on the ! 0ctober. 0n the 1Jth, Major

lvlcLaurin and. Lieut klilson returned from Hospital, arrd on the 18th, Plajor

I C Maygar YCr frora the 4th Light Horse Regiment took over the command.

of the H.egiaent with the rank of Temp Lieut Colonel. Major Nicholae lvent

to the 10th llght Horse in command.. 0n the 1S October, Li.eut Hilson was

sent to Hospital while Lieut &ose, was transferred. from B.H,Q,. and took

over our Machine Gun $eetion. Lieut A Crawford. and. 25 Other Ra-r:ks all
of tshom had. been evacuated" wounded. or sick previously reported. back frona

Egrpt, on the 20 0ctober, a3"$o a batch of reinforcements, 5l strorg under

Lrieut Clark. 0n the 29th, Lieut Austin was evacuated. sicko

)uring thl.s month the men had been worked. very hard and. suffered. a

great deal from shell- fire, sickness and. exposure. fhe 1 November, brought

alor€ a bad dayrs shelling, one shell alone killing 3 and wounding 6 men.

Major McLarrrin was sent to Sgypt on Srigad.e work on the 6 November, principally

with the object of hunting up reinforcements" 0n the 11tT1, ]1 men arrive& and.,

to the great d.e1i6ht of those in the partyr Lieut l{alker and 41 Other

Ranks were sent out to l+{udros for a spel}. 0n the 14 November, the Reginaent

took over a section of the line at 'Iol"manr s post. It was fairly quiet position,

easualtie$ were few. IrtaJor $hannon was sent to Hospital on the 1?th. 0n the
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2) Noveraber, fpr f Urquhart was promoted to a Commission.

Secember came in with the weather bitterly cold and snow everywhere.

Happily the personnel were fa;ir1y well supplied wlth war:n clothing:. 0n the

8th of this monthr. Lieut MacPherson and 1 Other Ra"rik, reinforeements,

arrived. Lieut $proat, the {uarte:xnaster, hras evacuated" the followlng

d.ayr sick" 0n the 12 }eeember, the porti.on of the l1ne marr:red. by the 10th Light

Horse was taken over by ue and that Iteglment r+as evacuated. lieut Urquhart,

vras sent to HosBital on the 11 }ecember, fol-lowed by Capt i{ore, on the 18th"

f'l:e 1!th, bror;6ht more relief to the men, thanwe had yet known. Qur

evacuation w&s to take place and though all ranks felt the sentimental

reason against leaving the plaee where we had. fought so hard., it was re-

cogrr-i.sed. that there was no other alternative. the persori:ael was d.ivided.

up into various parties and. the first party t'Art left the bivouacs at ooonr

At ppnrrrBrr party went down to the beach leavi-ng capt Higgins, {. Machine

Gi:r:ners, and 18 0ther H,anks to carry onl r*hiIst Lieut Colonel Maygar stayed.

and supervj.sed the Srigade personnel.

fire n:i-ght was fine and clear being bright noon-light. the enemy could

be seen qui.te plainly putting our barbed wire and. cutting brushwood, fhere

was little firing going on and that was done uostly by ourlastparty which

had been left in charge of specially erected. rlfLes, these beiag diseharged

by the pulling of a string and other devices.

No doubt the enemy thoughtthatall ldas norrrel and must have felt

chagrined. rrhen we d.id. fi-nd" out we had. actually Ieft. At 2a,m, on the 20th

rrcrr party met Lieut colonel lvlaygar at the foot of the hill and slipped.

quietly down to the beach. 3y {a.rarthe last of them were aboard. the

ilPrince Abbasrr and. bound. for rremnos, aruivi.rrg' there safely at !a,m, a"nd.

transhipping to the ItHoratlort and. latter to the rrAnchlsetsrr. fhe latter
boat sailed for Alexand.ria on the 21st, amived there on the 2! Iecember.



tr1

ghe troop dlsembarking irnroed.iately and proceeding to Heliopolisp reaching

there on the 26th, a tatered. a war-woxn crorod, containirrgr of all the

flne fellows who sailed away so full of cheer on the 14 Mayr tseven months

before, only one man, trooper )river, who had not been off the Peninsulao
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The first d"ays immed"iately after the arival back at Heliopolis were

full of exciternent. 01d. friends were met with, including our horseso

llany of the persorurel who had been evacuated from the Peninsuia had seen

service on the lfestern Frontier Canapa"ign against the Senussi and there

was much to talk about. Reinforcement Olficers and men were teken on the

Regimental Strength, and we were once more nad.e into a mounted Unit, all

the old elenentary training being gone through. It did not take long for

all to become quite at home a6ain. The horses lirere very fresh af,ter their

long id.leness, but ciu-lckly buckled. dor+n.

Cur stay here was well earned ano it certainly proved most benefieial

to the worn-out reen. Leave was freely al1oued. and the seenes of Cairo

were quite new a€ain. The change of diet ana comfortable quarters worked.

wonders in the appea^rance of the nen, arrd mone;. was freely spent to relieve

the feelings so long pent up. The tsri.gade carried out a1l sorts of

schemes, inelud.ing some sham fighi;s for the Cinema. Ihese latter caused

much laughter and side amusement. 0n one occasion, at a sham storming of

a red.oubt, the Padre could be seen reading servi"ces over the ciead right

in the thick of a mellee on the parai:ets. Knor*ing the habits of the

averade Padre thj-s causeo a huge a;oount of laughter. An Ambulance llagon

d,ashing up in realistie fashion very nearly ran over a supposed dead. roan,

the latter having to ro11 ninbly aside to escape the r,rhee1s. It was un-

fortunate that this should have eome within scope of the pictu.re machine

just ihen, though the manr s langua.ge could almost have been photographeclo

Our work, corrbined" with the good living, made us all very fit in a surpris-

ingly short period.
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In the m:id6le of llebruarJe the whole Brigade trekkeo through Cairo to

the l3arrage, a beautiful garden Island^ in the irlile, a few miles north of

Cairo. tde spent a good bivouac amongst the trees and shrrrbbery. i:.iveryone

begar: to gror+ restless, however, and welcone ruilours begarr to spread, about

the rniddle of irebrr:ary, that we were off to take up a portion of the

line on the Canalo 0n the 26th, the Regiment entraineC j-n various pa.rties

to Serapeum, a spot mid.-way between $ueu, and" ismallia. i,le carnped on the

Hest side of the Canal until the 1J "trtaxch, and then crossed over and carnped

at Railhead, about B miles out on the }esert. Two iJquad.rons were sent out

a further { miles to the front line in the vicinity of a big sand mountain

called" trGebel liebei"ta'r and here carried or: naking trench systems and re-

doubts on the sand" hills. i'Iiles upon miles of barbe<i wi:re were put up in

this country and consid.ering the enemy could not approach within 20 miles

.*ithout being observed, it all seemed. a fearful waste of gooo material,

arrd subsequent events proved it so. Life here was most trying a^nd. un-

pleasant, Heat, flies and sand-storms being our daily portion. Yery often

the horses had. to be sent back to the Canal for a drink, art operation whj-ch

took a1l" d.ay to fulfi}. l{owever, frcn this period on, otlr horses were

never afterward a}lowed. more than two urinks a day under r.::y cireu.rnste"nces,

piece of training that stooa them in goorl stead. in many subsequent marcheso

0n the 18 iitarch, a very popular Officer in the person of Lieut E I{ 'dil"son

d.ied of illness at Ismailia, This 0fficer had received his Conmission just

after the fatal Valkerr s Rid.ge charge and. had tione roagnificent work on the

Peninsula.

The morning of the 21 i,larch, saw a reeonnaisance party of about 150

all ra"nks leave the .l3rigaCe and. proeeed on a road to Wadi itiucksheib a snatrl

Turkish post away out on the nesert about ]0 miles East, The march was

very arduous but end.ed. moet successfully, about 40 prisoners being brought
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in, while the water reservoirs there uere destroyed.. Capt A E 'dearne, a

ner.rly joined. Officer, was in charge of the 8th Regiment personnel, con-

slsting of about 6 Officers a:rd ?2 Other Ranks, he was subsequently award"ed

the $ilitary Crossr and $St P J l{agiru:ess the }.C.H., Cpl i'{onoghan was our

only casualtyr he being kilIed.

This incid.ent only occupied two C.ays and provided a good. break in the

general monotony of the d"esert camp life. 0n the 4 April, the Regiment

received. orriers to move to itailhead, I'erry Fost, a similarly situated.

carnp, but about B rciles to the North, irie had. a better time here, howevert

getting more patrol work ano d.oing occasional shan fights, in conjunction

with our Infantry camped in the locality. The lattex were just preparing

for ilrance and many vacancies lor eommissions were offered to our I{.C.Ols

and men. Captains iiore, ilutchinson and Arblaster were all transferred, the

first na.rred uttinately rising io Lieut Colonel on the Staffr but the

latter two (mtn nuntroon boys) were ki}Ied. About 8l{.C.Ors an:d. men hlere

given commissions arrd transfemed, their Gallipoli erperience being

eagerly ava.iled ofo

As English troops were holding most of the line there was Little

d"oing for us in the way of lrork. One Squadron was always d.etached. to C.o

pairols well out in front, and also nlght outposto No enemy was ever seen

here, and" the chief danger was always expected from the 'ttomly Postsrr as we

came in after rj"arku Occasj-onal visits baek to the Cana1 gave ihe horses

a swim, but the distanee going and returning through the heat and dust uas

hardly worth the di-p.

0n the 28 iularch, a further iaove north to a place called 3a11gh Sunyon,

(about 12 nriles) was made. iie expected. by the name to find sorne Irish

Iivision here but ihe whole place was as barren as those we had just Ieft,

not a vestige of gtreen stuff to be seenr Patrol-s were again the d.aily

routine, i}:ough occasiona.l parties were sent out tc various cases to sink
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\-- weLls and Senerally improve the water facilities in read.iness for any

adlranceo About the 1 Au6ust, the whole of the Srigad.e carae alorg and wiLd

rumours of fightkrg up round. Katia, some ndles fi:rther north, reached. uso

&ccord.ingly, preparationa were ulade ia readJ"nese for a call-outo
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0n the { August, the whole cainp was humied.ly roused just before the

usual reveille time by hunied. orders to sadd.le-up at once, and" proceed" to

Hill 70 near Kantara, there to obtain our disposition ord.ers to rrreet the

furks who were advancing throug"h Katia on Roman:L. No one lrlas a]lowed. to

caxry anything on the sadule except rations and forage. Bla,nicets, overcoats,

and. even tun:i.cs had" to be ]eft behj-nd, all rarrl<s appearing in short sleeveso

The icrea was to travel light.

We left Ba11a6y Br.myon in BrigaCe colu,l:n at 071A, and reached Hill 70 at

11)O? and received nore rations. After sorne d.elay; we started. off for

Duied.ar and about Bpmrtook over an outpost line for the n:i6ht in the sand-

hi1ls about ) railes out io the north east of the Hod. A couple of strays

evidently lost from their colunn were captured" here, but no other enemy were

seen,

At d.awn next morning, the coluu'ul started. off due east to pick up touch

with the or€$$r The route went straight out j-nto the glaring desert and

sigh of relief went up when tsir en i'Juss was reachedl and vrater obtained

for the horses. After a brief halt, we were off again, head.ing for liagid."

Here the enemy were enccuntered. and the 9th and.10th Regiments sailed.

straight in and after a rapid fight succeeded in capturing about 600

prisoners. We were in reserve drrring this fight, and had" a panorarnj.c view

of the whole show. At Hagid. Hod the horses were again watered and the men

had" a couple of hours spel1 for tea. After d"ark a raove was made back for

Hod EI Errna but the column losing touch with the advance guard, got rbushed,l

and. bivouaced among the sand-hj-1ls for the night. llo time was lost in

getting off the mark next raorning and. Ha.misah was reached about !a,m, and a

halt called. until mid.-dayo A good d,eal of aba.ndoned material was found. here

includ.ing machine g:uns and a^rnraun:ition, also a few wounded aband.onect by the

enemy nere brought in and. tended. At noon sti1l going eastl we rdere making
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Darem and reaching that plaee without much oppositionr ciimped there for the

night of the 6tnf 7tn. Cff aga:in through Sagia on the I Augustr a:rd A and B

Squad.rons working the ad.vance screen, were just clear of that place when

the enemy caught up with. The whole Reg;iment was at once sent into the

line, but the furkS were very strong', a:rd we coul<i make no head-r+ayo At

100 yard"s ra:rge, hot fire was put in by both sid^es, while the enemy

artil)-ery was very active and accurate. Lt Urquhart and" two ORs were

killed, ana Irt Austin and six others wounded. The horses were being

searched. out by shrapnel, so the Regiment was ord.ered by ihe Brigad.ier to

drop back on the Sagia oasis and" deny the enemy the water thereo This was

d.one and the rernainder of the day passeri very c*uletly. fhe 9th Regiment

relieved us at night fall and we i+ent back to iiod. Aysh fer the night.

3y day light the colurnn was moving on and d',:ring the next felr hours

passed through Baheira, nhahab and liilla1i }iod.s, good vrater being obtalned

at the latter place. The d.esert herabouts was very rough, huge sand. hills

and. valleys and lqj"nd. scooped. ciiffs making our progress exce$sively s1ow.

The enerny was naking a wond"erful retirement :rnd. proved his knowled.ge

of the country. At each Hod, r^re would corne upon a certain amount of

a:araunition and heavy gear aband.oned in haste, but throughout this d.ay

there was only ski:rnishing a:nount the most ad.vanced" of our troops and. the

enemy rear guard-. Harnmarn was reached. at sun down and bivouae mad.e for the

night; but at 4a:nron ihe p Augustn we were on the nove again and head"iqg for

3ada. The Regiment was vanguard. to the colu:an on this d.ate and by 7.50arn,

the screen (C Squaaron) was in touch with the eneiny, 1000 strong, who vere

entrenched in a strong position 1!0 yard.s south of iiad.a Hod. Away up on the

left was Bir el Abd., and heavy fighting was going on there. The IIew

Zealanders, on the right of this line, soon gained" touch with us and then
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the ltegir,rent attacked 3ada. A Squadron took the centre, with ts on the right

and. C on the left. Our line charged into uithin 400 yard.s of the redoubt,

d.ismounted" and settled dovn, the horses getting riSht back out of artillery

raqge but not without first suffering heavy casualties. 'I'here uas litt1e

cover, what there was being rnade by scooping up the sand in frcnt of oners

head. A Squadron, und.er i{ai l,icAllister, was having a particular}1r 536

time, also two Troops of C Squadron, und.er Lt i'ic*rath, the latter being

in a very exposed sector. The enga6'enent kepi; up very fiercel3r i5"oughout

ihe Cray ancr the men, especially the r,rounded suffered- a6onles from the thirst

arrd. heat. Ihe eneroy artillery ani. machine gun fire was very accurate and

our casualtieswere 2,Lt Suckland. a:rd six ORs killed.r axd rl r+ounded, five

of these died. d"uring the next few days. ilt d.usk the enenry .fierceJ-y counter-

attacked, itAil Iiquadron was corpelleC to retire sone distince, where the 9th

Light iiorse oauie up and eheckeC. their ad.vanee. The i;vro troops of irCt' Squaciron,

not receivlng any orders, were l-eft in a ver3" precarious position, being

now almost in to Sada Hod. 0n seeing the situation, holrever, they carne out

j-n the d.arkness along a srnall defile and uitinately joinea up the rest of

ihe i.egiment.

The 9th P.egiment taking over bhe line, we noved back to F,illali and.

bivouaced, the next morning at 6amrmcving tc liassaniya, and tilenee in the

afiernoon cack to the line to relieve the lth a6ain, where they had

relieved us the day previous. At ;;ridnight ,four patrois were sent out

and these ret-r:rned with reports that the enemy had. evacuated his red.oubts.

Long before dawn 1,ie were al1 moving on rapid.ly and ihro'.:.ghout that aay

ad.vanced without opposition. Afternoon fcunri us near 3ir e} Abd where

an artillery cuel took pJ.ace a6ainst the enemy at ;ialmarra. i{orses artd.

nen were no** showing sig:ns of extreme distress from the arduous workt

and. as the troopE were already to far removed from the supply bases, the
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chase was here given up. The Brigad.e nas given a sector in the general

scheme to protect, and the R.eginrent was sent back to Hillali where j"t

spelled for a few hours, moving next morning to Hassaniya where the whole

Brigade carnped for some time.

-f;,t liassan:iya we re-organj"sed., blankets and clothing were got from

Ba1a6h Bunyon an<i all enjoyed. a fair spell. Most days we supplied out-

posts and patrols, while at night we took our turn at protective lines

well in front of the main bod"y. A few strays were captured now and then,

but the enemy had mad.e well away to l,lazat and there was little d.oing in the

way of fight. SeveraL times we participated. in sweeps across sectors of

the country, and thi-s way picked up a fair quentity of abandoned eneny

materj.al. $ome promotions were made here, our Quartermaster, Lt Sproat,

being made a Captain, and RSM l'iuid.er ano Sgt Cumie being granted.

corunissions. Lt Austin returned from hospital. About this tirne the troops

rations were supplemented. by delicious ripe dates, all the Horls in the

vicinity producing big erops. These proved. a great boon and. we never

tired. of them.

0n the 11 September, after a most enjoyable respite, the tsrigade moved.

north and relieved. the New Zealanders at A.mara. We had just settled there

when the orders for the operations against i(azat were recej.ved. 0n the

fourth day after our arrival, we moved" in Brigad.e colurun through Bir e] Abd.

to Salmana, reaehing there at 0600 hrs, after travelling all night. 'viie

rested there thrcughout the hours of d.a3r light, the only incident of note

being an air raid. by an enemy plane which machine gunned" the canp, causing

a few casualties. At lpmrwe were off a€;ain and heading straight for ?lazax

cross the sandy waste. Going at a good pace, the 29 miles of waterless

stretch was got over in good. time, and by dawn we were making for positions

south of the 'Iurkish red.oubts. By 5anrwe were attacking, but arrarlgements had.
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miscarried. with some of i;he other Units, a"ltd. they were not up in time to

co-opera-be. Iesultory fighting rrrent on throughout the inorning, and ne

approached. to within 600 yard.s of the enemy redoubt. A heavy machine gun

and rifle fire was being put up from here but our casualties were light.

Our aeroplanes were doing excellent reconnaissarrce i,iork, and" reported that

the enemy were evacuating their positions. Honever, the scheme llas aband.oned.

and all forces were uithd.ra"tgr: before noon and the long trek baek to Salniana

began. Halfway on the route, we were net by a sma1l ca;nef convoy and. men

and. horses obtaineo a small d.rink. Salmana was reached. at Bpmrin the

evening and after the horses had been given their fill at the we11st

bivouac was mad.e for the night. '#e left for Amara at Eam.the next dayo

0n the 20 September, we moved. again, taking up the llad"a - Bir el Abd"

outpost line. The work was not sirenuous and the horses quickly recovered.

from their l{azax trip. fhe railway was creeping up in our reatr, thank

mainly to the splend.id. work of the EgSptain Labour Corps, and in a f,ew d.ays

were at Ama.ra. Thj.s mea:rt fu11 rations to us, besioes extras in the way of

Canteen good.s. 0r:r nain work here r+as the providing of patrols, chiefly at

night time, to scour the d"esert approximately 1! iuiles to the North Uast zurd.

East. Now a:rd. again a few enemy deserters were pieked up, but neither the

enemy or ourselves coufd ao much in the waterless space beti^leen $almana and.

I{azaro Besj.des the dates, here we also cariie upon huge patches of watermelon,

evidently planted by the Bed.ou:lns but d.eserted. on our approach. It was

our good fortune to strike these just when ripe, and it was a good. sight

to see men and horses taking in for all they were worth, especially after

a long ride without water. Our days here were very happy, d.espite the sun

and sand..

About this time, a rei"nforcement Officer, Lt i,larrr:se11, was teken on

strength" 0n the 12 0ctober, the line was advfl:ced., and we were located"
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at Geila, the front outpost line extend.irg from $almana, acxoss to Ganad.i1,

thence south about { mi}as. At Geila i{ajor W J Day joined. up after a long

absence ancl all old hand"s were g1ad. to see him with the Unit againo fhe

usual reeonnaissance a^nd. r:-ight outpost work was carried out and the d.ays

were devoic of incident except occasional visits from enemy plarres, which

at tines bombed us, though most of their attention was given to the Rail-

rvay Gangs. Major $haru:on conducted a couple of long recorrnaissances to

Malha for the 3rigad.el and. found. all clear there.

0n the 22 October, came gooC. news. '*ie were to go back Romani for a spel1

arrd accord.ingty left that day. Roma:ri meant canteens, tente, baths and

sundry other h:xuries, which we had long since lost. i,rle bivouaced. at

Amara and Neghilyat en route aniving at Et l,ia1er (noma:ri) on the 2{. 0ci;ober,

and" taking over the New Zealand. c&Inpo Everyone went in for a thorough

clean up and the &isinfectants were kept busy" Football maiches and

concert partj-es were arrarr.ged, ano carrieo out" Squa.drons rvere allowed.

to rid.e down to j"laham'idya daily for swiruning, and small leave parties

went to Port Sa;id and Calro. Another reinforcement Officer joined. up

here Lt i{ulho11and.. Reinforcements r,rere sent up from Koascar nepot and

if.enor:nts were also procured in place of worrr out horses. .lJverythi-r:g was

in good" orCer when word. carne on rhe 2J November, to get on the move a,6ain,

this time to l,{alha, a few miles South }last of ll{;azax, the last namec. place

having been abandoned by the Turkso
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fhe Regiment left.Ut Maler (nomani) on the 2] tiovember 1916, en

route for i{alha, a d.eep val}ey in the sand. hill wastes, rni}es south

of Mazar. A few d.etails were left behind. to clear up the canp, in charge

of Lt l'{acPherson, trde carnped. that night at Kirba and. on the niorning of the

2{ i{ovember, proceeded. to i;iossiefig, where t}re following Officers left to

proceed to Cairo to attend. a cavalry course of instruction at Zj-etoun

school - i{aj }ay, Capt iiiggins, Lt Ha}kerand, and Lt Cumie"

0n the 25 i{ovember, }/e reached Kassej"ba and. ihe fo}}owing day Malha. The

journe;, had. been done in easy stages, and as rnen and irorses were in good

condj-tion, the journey had the effect of hardening them up. 'Ihe Brigad.e

stayed at itialha for three weeks arid. the Regiment, less rrAfi Scluadron, which

was posteo at Kasseiba, carried" out its portion of outpost duties and

resorrnaissance work. Ilvery third day our turn ca*ne to do outpost and. all

ranlcs turned out and took up positions stretching practically in a semi

circle from East to 1,.Jest on the southern side. Srigad.ier General Royston

personally conducted. 0fficersr reccru:aissances to the i'tageibra itiI1s, and

we several times furnished parti.es to visit and become acquaintecl with the

line he1d. by the New Zealand. ,'iounted Rifle and alarm turn-outs were

carried. on craily and the troops and. horses here were j.n good. fettle. All

ranks lived inrbiwiesr and these hao now evidently come to stay, re-

placj.ng the beIl-tents and. having the ad.vantage that each man carried his

orun, which though a little extra weight on the horse, freed. the transport

wagon for other work.

Several times in this camg we were vj-sited by enemy planes and.

once orbwice were bombed.. 0n one occasion, a plane flew over Cropping

four bombs, none of which exploded., thougir one aciually fel1 on the head.

of a machine gun horse, killing 1t insiantly,
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iieinforcements and" rernormts had been kept well- supplied., ana on the

20 }ecenber, when the plans were rigLrt for an advance on E} Arish, we were

right up to strength" This town had for weeks excited. our curiosity' Uach

day our patrols had been 6etting a glinpse cf a white spire (tire l,iosque)

shirimering above the mj-rage, far away across the sand., a:rd the dome of the

whlte tomb of Nebi Yesir was conspicuous among green palm trees on the sea

s}:ore. For some reason the enemy did not make a stand at EI ;irish,

evacuating a strong system of trer:ches and red.oubts built on the south sid"e

of the town. Our co}:.turs entereo the piace on the 21 }ecember, and. rested. there

a day. the inhabitants were very nervous but seemed pieased to be free from

the Turks. The latter seemed to have taken everything useful to themselves,

but though food. stuffs were scarce, we managed to obtain eggs at a high price.

At 1800 hrsron the 22nd., we moveo. out in the main colunn to Bir Lahfan

arriving there at, 22AO hrs, ancl waitlng for the ratlon carirels to come up to

dran ratj-ons before proceed.ing to ,ia6hd.aba. ?he night was bitterly coId,

3y 0100 hrs, on the 2J Deceraber, all ration hacl been alloted and. the column got

raoving once more down the Wadi bei. At 05C0 hrsrwe could see the buildings

at iriaghd.aba red.oubts, and a halt was made in the vlad"i bed about J miles t{.W.

Later onr we moved over to hi-gh grou:rd- north of the enemy trenches and" from

here commence our attack on foot. fhe l3rigad.e dispositions were, the 8th

and lth in the firing line, the 8th lin]<ing with the Cffit on the left and. the

9th with ICC on the ri.ght. The Regimental d.ispositions l,iere, i'Crr Squad.ron on

the leftr trB'r Squad.ron on the right, trAtr being kept in reserve. the advance

proceederl qulekly, thougb much trouble was caused by ad.vanced enemy sni.pers

who eould. obtain good cover on the hurnmocky ground.. Both the Squadrons a<lvianced

on red.oubts sir*ultaneous1y, trO[ Squadron anrd a portion of the Oi'ffi. ta]<ing the

left one and obtaining 54 prisoners, while Lt Watker, taking through a

reserve troop, captured. four 9 pound.ers at the ra&xr rt3tt $quadrons, with
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very able assistanee from a Lewis Gun of the lth Light llorse, quickly

accounted for their reuoubt and consolid.ated., and beir.rg reinforced by the

remaind.er of ilCrr Squadron charged. errd. took the maln red.oubt, securirg

approximately 250 prisoners. Other captures by the Regirnent were the !
por:nd.er 6uns alread.tr, ,*t rtoned, 'i machine gunr 44 pack eur:ina1s loaded. with

SAA and. many rifles.

it{eani*hi1e, other red.oubts began to sumend,er rapid.}y and the who}e

position was in our hands before 1800. The attack had. been d.elivered.

r+ith great d.ash and. d.etermination and the nunber of casualtj-es j-ncumed.

on our sid"e in proportion to the magniturle of the operation was remarkably

light. fhe Regiment was roost unfortu-nate in the loss of 0ffi.cers, these

including the Ad.jutant Capt ivI 3 liiggins, J,t E H i{aek and Lt E G }own,

rvhilst Lt J f Currie was tserrerely wor.rnd.ed as to neeessitate his early

return to Australia, 10 ORs were killed or wound.ed. 3y 1p00ra11 horses

had been watered. at troughs in the Wad.i so the Reginent was ordered to

concentrate at tsrigad.e Head.quarters about two miles back toward.s E1 Arish.

Here after rations were d.rawn and horses rested. and feci, a move was made to

return to El Arish, excepting rrA'r $quadron, which was d.etailed io remain

behind. and assist in eolleeting material and captured. gear from the field.

next day. 3ir lahfan was reached at 0200 hr, arrd rations were a6ain issued,

here, and the march back to tr1I Arish resumed. All though the long night,

we kept on the move and arrived. at E1 "Arish in the early morning" We

marched round the outskirts of the town, prod.uly flying ihe captured. enemy

flagr and eventually carnped at i{asaid", a huge d.ate grove on the beaeh,

eipproximately 4 miles to the south west.

A well earned" and much neeci.ed rest supplemented by sea bathing was

ind'ulged inr and. Christmas Day was the occasion of a double celebration
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and thanksgi"ving. Two aays later we again moved., tliis tirre to the head

of the rai"lway at Kilo 1j) a.nd to our rear about ! mlies. Iransport

difficul-ties had compelled this, as it was necessary that alt available

camels should be used to help in maki-ng the reserve and emergenclr d.umps

at E} arj-sh. As this nove was only necessaly for a few d,ays, most of the

bagga6e vras }eft ai l"lasaid. iioi+ever, 1t ca.me on r.let and cold anr1 our few

Cays were very nj.serable. All were g1ad" to move back to 1liasaj-d on the

{ Jarruary, and gain the shelter of the trees.

\-
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0n the B Jarruaryl the i3rigad-e i"Ir.is ca.lniled. at i'tasaid.r havlng just

returned. frorn Kilo 119 on the 4th Inst.

At 1200, on the Bth, the whof e Srigacle inoved. out and. concentrated

at a rendezvous just north of E1 Arish on the east side of the !'Jadi. ilere

a halt was made and the horses were watered" and fed. rrArr Squadron (tU3r

i'tcAllister), was d.eiached as excort to the Somerset Battery ltllA, the

remaind.er of the ltegiment being in reserve to the tlrigade. :ti; 1l00rour

forces moved off for Rafa, via liheikh Zowaid,r the l"atter plaee being

reached. about 0100ron the !th. Here a halt r,;as mad.e for 2 hoursr each man

holding his own horse, arid. read.y to inove at an instants notice. Ihe night

was bitterly cold and it r+as quite a relief when the column moved off agaln,

reaei:ing eome high gror:nd in the vicinity of $hokh eI Sufi at dawn. rlere in

fuIl vier+ of the astonished enemy, dispositions \^rere roade and in two hours

our raounted. troops hai forrned a cordon practically aroun<L ihe Rafa redoubt.

Soon both sides got to work 1n reai earnest and our troops started. a rapid

aovance across country which offered not ihe leasi vestige of cover, and. in

the face of a withering rifle and i:rachj-ne gun fire. fhe enemy at first

redoubts were getiing pounded. by our batteries very effectlvell,. fhe ]rd.

i:rigad.e vrent at the redoubt frou a easterly clirection the 8th ltegiment being

held. in reserve at }iv. 1{ead-quarters" Whilst the at+uack was in progress ihe

Eegiment supplied. outposts and pairols, a,nd guard"s over prisoners and captured.

stock, At 1600, aeroplanes reported enemy reinforcements cor:ing from tlie

d.irection Shellal a,nd a troop from rt3rr SJqua<lron was sent out to gain toueh

anc informaticn. Lreut. i{acPherson the officer in charge, succeeded. in doing

this a;rd. at, 1l)Arreported his estirnate of the enemy at 2000 Infantry and. 1

l
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Squad"ron of cavalry approximately ) miles from ihe frontier line and. d.ue

east from Rafa redoubts. At l9l}loutposts had been established and the

troop was withd.rawn to the nain body. The main redoubts had by this time,

capitulated" and lHk issued instructions that the fi.egir.:ent was to take over

the duties of rearguard" anci to assist r*'hereve:: possible in collecting

wounded and prisoners. rrArr Squaciron ivl:ich had been relieved from d.uty with

the guns had noi.* been sent as escort to prisoners and l:.ac1 already departed

for $heikh Zowaj"d, and this left the Regiment only iieadquarters and.2

Squadron strongo This force and a few ambulance d.eta:ils were left on the

3attlefie1d., whilst all other troops made a hurried march back to Sheikle

Zowaid. Throughout the night the situation was very precarious, and. all

rarxs spent a v€ry anxious time. The Bedouins (of whom there were a couple

of thousand ca-npecl 1n the vicinity) seemed. intent on trouble, and communications

with Head.quarters, ai Zowaid were badiy intemupted. thro"ugh the telephone wires

belng eonstantly cut. at dawn patrols hao already obtained touch and infonnation

necessary to allow cf oispositlcns being nad.e to ecpe with anlr emergeoclr At

1000, Lieut Ualker rvj-th one troop captr:red apost of the enemy numbering !
0/ra"rks, just S.E. of Khan Yunus, and this officer with another troop from

'rCrr Squadron, und.er Lieut llcGrath, recorrnoitred the country for about 5 miles

easterly, d.riving back 2 enemy nounted. patroLs. rr3rt Squadron (ttlr Sirannon)

ha,d. latrolleC the country beiween Rafa and. Khan Yunus, and. found. it all

clear. By 1100ron the 10 January, the work of burying our deaC and collecting

liounded. was complete. 'Ihese latter together rtrith much equipment, rifles etc,

had" been despatched to Zowaid per camels, and. 1100rwere 4 niles clear of tiie

battlefield. Lt Co1 ivlaygar began to draw in and collect his Reginent and it

was just at this time that a friendlyBedouin brought news that a mixed forced.

of enemy and. Arabs intend.ed. to attack us. This force consisting of 2 Squad.rons

ana was threatened or:r right flad(, therefore a $quad.ron d.eployed. to attack



51

it on its flank. A brisk fire was opened. up by both sid.esand the enemy

hurrieoly retired leavi-ng ) prisoners in our hand.s. Our losses a:nounted

to one horse being ki1led" As the whole of our force was now collected

together, the C.0. ordered. it to retire slowly an<i Sheikh Zowaid. was

reached. about 1610, Here rations and fora,ge were drawn and the horses

rvere off-sadd.1ed. and watered for the first time sj,nce leavirrg El Arish on

B January,1917.

The men arrd horses secured a good. meal anti Sheikh Zor+aid was again

left at -1800, I'lasaid. being reach at 0115ron the 11 Jatruary. A days weJ-l

earned. rest and all rarrlcs were a6'ain fit ana eager. The conduct of all

ranlcs throughout ti:is very trying al:d anxious period" was exaiilplary. The

remarkable endurance d.i-splayed. by ihe horses, many of wLrom covered. d"istances

in three d.ays of 70 to B0 riiles without the sad.dle being reinoved., and. the

suceessfu} protection afforaed to the rear parties were fitting finishing

performa:rces to one of the most brilliant victories on tJee Palestined. front.

Ior its services in this operation General Chauvel personally expressed"

his thank to the itegt at a Brigade parade helci at },lasaid. on the { tr'ebruary, 1917 .

Irve now settled. down comf,ortably in I'{asa-Ld. }.od.. A few tents were brought

along and the canp gradually assumed" siiip shape proportions. Reorganisation

was gone cn with and this brought about it prornotions to comroissioned. ranking

nSi,i H I'l I'iugent, SSi,t !1 W Cowell, R ii Borbid.ge and H Peppercorn. Concerts and.

football i,rere the order of the day and swiryning was greatly appreciated. The

horses were well- lookeo. after anci soon recovered. frorn all efi'ects of the

recent hard. work. tI:ere was little d.one in the way of training, though

occasional tactical schemes were ireld. over ground. some uliles to the south

easto il nusketry course was held, chiefly for practj.ce in rapid. shootingu

tsild.r Gen Royston kept the whole Srigad.e interested. in its work and. there

is 1itt1e d"oubt that this nost pcpular officer had tlne 1 LIi Srigade at its
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highest pitch of effeciency during his term of corunand. His dash and general

"oehaviour endeared" hira to ail and every man und.er his conmand would have foll-oived.

him to the ends of the earth.

About the end of January a great innova.tion cane to the Regiments with

the j"ssue of Hotchkj"ss Guns" A11 throughout desert work we had" been armed

with 1 Lewis Gun per squaciron, but no'w the issue came for 1 liotchkiss rj-fle

per 'Iroop. The ad.vantaEe of these were greatly appreciated. and gun tea-ms were

speed.ily instructed in i;he hand.ling of the i{eapon. .Ueing simi:le of mechanism,

i;his d.id" noi take long. The weeks passeci quietly and about

were not surprised. at hearing rumours of ad.vance.

?WC
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I.or sorne tine the 1st and. 2nd., Srigades her.d been pai;rolling the vicinity

of Rafa a::d" Khan Yun:is, occasionall;' i"r*,rtt * a brush with the enemy near their

main position at Shellal on the liadi Ghuzze. News of an early offensive on

o''':r part began io flitter round arrd about this tine also there was a good

d.eal of re-organisation the coriposition of the i,lounted" forces . fhe )rd

Brigad.e was transferred from the Anzac i'iounted }ivision and became portion

of the Australian }ivlsion. As soon as re-organisaiion was coinplete, a start

was mad"e to get in touch witil the eneny lines, ;nore especially at Gaza, the

next large city j.n our patho 0n the p irlarch, the Brigade accord.ingly trekked

no::th along'the sea shore arriving at.:.11 Surtr 1l miles up, that same afternoon.

A halt was rnade on the beach near here for tr,'o d.ays, the weather being exiremely

wet and cold and the nen having: little besid.e their overcoats for protection.

liowever, we had. grown used to such things ana tock notice of the haro.ship. 0n

the 1) Maxeh, we moved up B rniles to Abu Thala and on the 1{.th, up a fev more

rniles to Abu fjhannar. A couple of Taubes cane over but did not bomb as otlr

formation was scattereo in preparation, and d"id. not offer a good. target. We

got a fairllr sheltered camp here arlont the send dunes on the beach and stayed.

a few days. We did a few outposts from here and. reconnaisances as far as the

l'Jad"i Ghuzze, generally exch:rging a few shois with 'Iurkish patrols in this work"

0n the 20 March, a big parad.e r.ias held an<i" the GOC l{ajor General Hod"gson

distributed. various decorations throu6l:out the Brigad.e. the following day a

big combined. Race i.leeting took place at Rafa arrd one of the Unitrs horses,

"Se;nrourtt, ridden by Capt Y Il Halker, MC, won the big liteeple chase. This d.ay

the tiegiment moved. on iriorth about ! miles and camped at l{arakeb, a point on
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the beach about 7 miies south of Gaza. ii'rors now cn we became very busy and

our portion of the Srigade rnork kept us al-racst day and. night on outpost cruties.

fhe enemy hao withd.rawn from his lihel]"al positions ano gone back over the Wadi.

This left us r:nd.isputed. possesscxs of Kha:r lunj"s and surcounding vil}ages, and

we were able to obtaj-n oranges anc other fruit to supplenent ihe ration issue.

the iiorses had" a great time here a1so, the co".rntry being plentifully eovered

with crops and natural grasses. tt also presented. much firmer going and. tre

were able to do our patrols at a greatly increased pace to that t'hich r+e had.

atia^ined. on the d.esert. Our outpost line extend.ed at ihis time from the Coast

through Selah to the high ground north of Seni Sela. I'rom almost any high

point it was possible to see the domes and. minatets of Gaza and we were very

anxious to have to go for r',irat was the largest town ihat haci yet cropped up

in our path.

0n the 2] Iiarch, a big reccrrnaissarce was rreld. by the Srigade, with

some attached Yeoman:ry as supporis. Startint at oa1^rn, by 0800rwe were at

i;he rrrlaoj.. The Reglment vras given the grouno fron the beach to the nain road.

running into Gaza frorn Khan Yu-nls, roughly about a J mile fronta,ge. i'io

incj-d.ents of note occurred. r:-ntil we reached the ilaoi where trCrr Squadron in

advance becarne he1i. up by quicksands ano a troop of enemy cavalry posted in

a farm house on the opposiie bank. Iioweverr by quiek concerned action these

troops were oriven heLter-skelter back to Gaza and a line was established

right on the very garden bo',:noaries of ihe town itself. Oroers to sit here

and" wait ltIere received and towaros m:id.day various Officers of the General

iitaff came along ano took notes of the ener:y positions, only a couple of

hund.red yards in our front.

The enemy kept extremely quiet throughout the whole day but at Jpmrwhen

the line was withcirawn, put, in a very heavy shell fire among the horseso
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Luckily the grouied. for xetirernent was clear and all galloped quLckly out of

range, without much mishap" A couple of [aubes flew over but coufd not find"

a good enough target for bornbing. We bivouaced. that night back near lnlarakeb

and d.id. outpost dut}r ps;a1 6"r. EverSwhere about us was hustle. the Infmtry

had come up and large quantities of guns and stores were being toweo along by

tractors and. iorries. For ttie first ij"rne for many naonths the notcrs were able

to get a good clear run and. they proved. most vr:1uable. In a few hours huge

d.r;-nps and" camps had sprung up arouno Xelah e:rd we erpected. to be ca11ed. up

for our part in the atiack on Gaza, at any noment. We had. not long to wait for

at Jax4on the 2) l,larch, (Passion Sunday) k'e were trekklng along in a thick fog,

thread.ing our way through inm::nerabie troops and guns, and. over crcps anC

nraking round to the south east of Gaza. [here was some delay owing to this

fog but throughout we could get oecasional glinpses of the Infantry attackingt

while it appeared. as if everything mounted was making as hurrieCly as possible

to circle round Gaza on the south east and some come in from the north. Ihere

was little opposition encountered by the mounted. troops anA by late afternoon,

the r,rhole Srigad"e rias right round. 8 r::iies to the north of the town. Here the

Anzac }ivision, r,,rho had proceed.ed us were charging into the town whilst o,rr

job was to keep pushing up north in ihe d.irection liuj, from where a large body

of enemy rej-nforce;nents were reported to be ad.vancirrg. 'rle gal1oped. out just

before sundor+n, about 12 miles ano came in contact with a bod.y and" fought a

hold.ing action on some very broken growrd. Iarkness fe1l rapidl;r and. the

situation became difficult. '#ord ceune through thai the attack on Gaza had

been aband.oned at a tirne when victory seemed near. The Anzacs had galloped.

the street capturing ma;ly prisoners and were only a few hundred yards distant

from our own lnfantr1,, when the order was given to retire. Our job now

d.eveloped into fighting a rearguard, and" thro',:ghout that nig'hi we tlere being
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continually moveo, the enemy reinforcements pressing fo::ward. j"n 6reat force.

There was much confusion eslecially in tl:e inky d.arkness. At 3.3aaryr.vord" was

received that all was clear tc withd.raw, so a sloru retreat was mad.e. As

d"ay broke the eneiny brought up artiliery and" the whol-e column received. a

big gruelling from shrapnel and higir erplosives. iionever, by rapid movenent

nearly everyone got away quickly and, 1ucki1;r. One or two sharp skirinishes

occured a:rd" 2 lroops of rtcrr Squadron cut out an Ambulanee party r^lkrich was in
a very tight position. 'fhe columns soon got clut of range anC the enemy d.id"

not follow across ihe l,,Jad.i.

vte ca,nped near Selah tha'i; night ana the next few d.a3rs were spent

altenately spelling and. on outpost. throughout rriaster week we bivouaced. in
va.rious piaces and" d"id. trench aiggi:rg and outpost ,*ork on the high rid.ges,

just above Te1 eI Kemrn-i. Occasionally we managed to get a swlm at the

hocn}.

0n the morning of the 15 r"pri1, the whole -*rigade rnoveo. out of camp at

3elah and occupied an outpost iine on tlie Unn Sirra rid.ge, just north of ,jlel

eI Jenuni. At 19o0ran ad".rarice was mad.e a"cross the wad.i Ghuaae al. ?el el Jemmj.,

where road'ways had. been cut ihrcugh the steep ba.nks anrl a reconrraissance nad"e

roi"rnd' the vicinity of iisaferiyeh. 'Ihe lLegiment forined. the a<ivarrce guard. end

itere given the iirigade scouts as grrid.es. the night was very oark and" soon it
ireceffe apparent thai the }tegiment was being led. astray. The coi:ntry in the

ifi.meoiate vicinity of i'iend.ur was extrenrely difficult for mounted. work, the

grot:nd. being fissured in all oirections with rvad.is ranging in depth up to i2
feet. ifajor Shannon rrho was in charge of ihe ad-vance party then mad.e a

personal recoru:aisiia.neer and finding a l{?rir t}rrougil led the itegiraent into
li1 .[feridur, where a halt rvas mad.e untilmid,nigirt. rit ih;rt hour the acvance l*as

resumed- in an easterly d.irectiorr though progress lras very slow owing to the
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broken country. i,tajor juicLa.urinr s horse fe1I in one of these wadis and the

.l,iajor sustained a broken collar bone being inmediately evacuated" to hospital.

"&t 0400ron the 1J April, Jisaferiyeh was reached. and an outpost line was

establj-shed east of that village and" about 1500 yards from the Turkish line.

Ihis line r*as held all day, the eneny subjecting us to a spasrnodicartillery

fire and some sr.r-lping. A"t, fiO}rthe 10th Lighi; llorse ii.egiment reiieved. us

a3a the Regiment returnei to l'lendur where arrangements had. been rnade to water

the liorses. At 1E00'the whole Srigade was lvithdrawn to a point west of Iel

el Jeuuni, arriving at the bivouac area at 2100. ,\ext morn-Lng, the 18 Aprilt

at 0200r the Regiment was ordered out to support the 6th lrtowrted. Ltigad"e at

Point 280, on the Uad.i Sheria,, south of i{endur, but returned a6ain at 0900r

a.nd bivouaced for the day, rhe horses 6etting a good d,eal cf succuient grazing

fror* green crops in the vicinity. At 2000, the vrho-Le "llrigade ntoved. out to

march to Asaferiyeh and at )Q.JArihe Srigad.e r:rad.e dispositions for attack.

0n the left towar+s Gaza was the {th i'louni;ed j3rigade, riho linked with

the I.C.C., and ihese l-atter liriked.wlth 164th lrigade of infantry. Oirr ri6ht

flan| towarc.s .iieersheba coru:ectec. with ihe ith .'iounted tsrigad.e. The Srigad.e

dispositions for the attack were as followsi

10th LH qih I,H

fhe information regarciing the enemy at

itt Gaza 1 Cav H.egt,

At NH Kufeif Elbir

At Hareira 16 ilivision

At $heria ii.rea 2 itegts of ,

Total eneny strength abcut 25 000

our di-sposal r.ra.s as foliows:-

2 inf riegts, 15-20 Guns,

2 Lnf Re6ts, 5 Gr:nso

(5ooo).

Cavalry and 25 Gurrso

fighting nen, 1 500 to 2000 Cavalryr a^nd
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60 to 7o Grurso

;it 0700, our whole l-ine moved. forward in a northerly d"irection towards

Seershebar md was supported by fire from the irotts Battery ltIA, and

imrnediately after by other batteries as the action became general along the

whole front. Iioon after the start it beca"rne apparent that both the advance

Regiments were bearing too far to the right and in ord.er that the line should

be kept intaet, Brig-Genera] ltoyston ordered. the support (etf: Regt) inio the

gap originally meant to be the 10th LH sector. fhis gap was fi"lled quickly,

but the r+hole aciion had. developed rapicily lnto a ver-tr strenuous pitched"

battle. the shelI, rifle, and machine gun fire was very severe, particularly

on the seetor covered. by the inf:,ntry'and. the f .C.C", both cf whom nere suffering

heavj-ly. A tank r+hich was supporting the Infa"niry was, no doubt, the responsible

factor in d"rar.+ing most of this fire, for after it was put out of action (whieh

happened very speed.ily) more at-bention r+as pa-id io the adjacent sectors.

The Jrd tsrigad-e and especiall;r the imrned.j-ate front of the 8th l,Fl r.+as

opposec by a series of shallow treneh redoubts, marr::,ed" by a,bout 200 enemy.

[he ii{achine Gun Squadron ur:d.er i,iajor iiicho]-as helped very greatly 1o cover the

aCvance and" before 08J0, these fori.raro re<ioubts had been cleared., the bul-k of

the enemy being captured or kilieo, though a certain nunber manag'ed to retire

baek to tiie main reuoubt at Lter:reineh. General iloyston and Lieut Colonel

l{aygar YCs both of whon: were mourted., d.isplayed. great individual d.ash by

galloplng after ano round.ing up sorne of those encieavourirg to escape. i{ad" a

sinall mounted. f'orce, say 2 {roops, been ava.llable just at this jwrcture there

is ]ittle d.oubt that none of the enemy r+ould have excaped.. At the same time

this small force may have run r:rrd"er the i'ire of the enemy artillery and

suffered in consequence.

After these redoubts had been consoii-dated. the ad.va^nce was continued.
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but as the enemy fire was now being concentrated. on us and the 8th lteginent

had I'ormed a.n apex, orders were received, not to advance any further, partly

to give the troops a rbreatherr but mainly to ailow both flanks to come up

and thus straighten the lj-ne. At this momenit;he 10th Light }iorse joined"

up w"1th the 8th anrl these rroops corning into the lines drer+ a very heavy

and sweeping fire from all enemy witi:in range! lleinforcernents were observed"

coming to their help fron the direction of riareira and. these getting quiekly

into position put in such a terrific fire as tc render the riages, which were

without oover of and d.escriptior:, rintenable. 'fhe line at this point was

therefore obliged tc fa1l back about E00 I'ards, thus straightening out the

r+hole front. t'he enerny continued to pour in tireir heary fire but made no

atteinpt to advance. .*it inis ste4e of the fight our casualties i+ere extremoJ-y

heavy. Ihere was not the slightest cover ano the enemy guns had. the rar:ges

to perfection. Graauaily both sicle settled down, the main firing being carried.

on witi: machine guns and Hotcir"kiss rifles. This style of fighting went on

utttil 14C0, when the line being supportea by fresh troops brought from sectors

further on our right, which haci not been nearly so heavily pressed., ag:ain

advanced end taking up position scme 400 yaras aheao 'und.er a very gruel3.ing

fire hung on here until dark when the whole ij*ne was '",'j"thd.rawn.

Soth sid.es appeared. to be very exhausted. at d"ark a-nd. ihe enemy made no

attempt other than with artillery fire to infl-ict further darna6e as we

t;ithCraw. On reaching the led. horses rqhich hari been left in the Wad.i all

d.r,iy the iirigade concentrated. at iriur:keileh. l'rom here the horses were sent

the horses were ssnt back to Tel e1 Jernmir md all ranks were put to digging

trenches and establishing a line read,y for any elnergencies next d.ay. fhe

casualiies of the ii.egiment werei

Killgd. .. r.... t.. r............ t.. r.... 5 Other llanks.

'y/ounded ....r.............rreoooorooo. J Officers & 61 0ther Rem]rs.
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(0f tUese 2 0fficers and I 0ther

Ranks subsequently died").

fwo incidents worthy of note occuted throughout the fighting. fhe first

$as the a*tj.on of armoured. cares. At about 1000fwhen the line rrtas being

subjected. to a particularly heavy volume of fire two artnoured. care bleu g'aJ"ly

along; into the thick of the acti.on. fhair intentions $or€1 beyond d.oubtr of

the best, but the result of their con:i-ng wa,s to draw every pi.ece of ordnance

which the enmy possessed within ranse upon that particular seotor. fhe cars

Broved" of no assJ"stance, except to the enemy as they took up positions right on

our firing line and so gaye then the exact range, They were speedily put out

of actj.on as their tyres r*ere rid.d"led. and guns damagedrwhllnt besides beir:g

indlrectly responsible for a few casualties, one car actually ran ovsr one

man lying in the line and" rendered. hie removal to hospital necessary.

The other incld.ent was at about 1500, One of our aeroplanes was fe}led.

from a height of )000 feet by the enemyr arld crashed right in our firing llne.

The incid.ent itself caused much exclteqlent and" some eheered m:lstaking' it for

a Sermarr aachine but apart frora the depression momentarily caused., there was

no effect on the Troopsr morale but rather the rqrerse.

This actlon was the first in which th.e "1A1 Hotchkiss .Autbtuatic Rifle

was used to ar4r great extent. True it was used" in the 1st Sara operatlon,

but otring to lack of opportunity, very little in comparison uith thls fight.

They were proved. a great and absolute succees, Sach Light lIorse Reginent had

been iseued with 12 and. this allowed" of a distrj"bution of 1 for each troop.

flhey were carried into action on the should.er and this would seem to have

proved, rather a mark to the enemy as marry of the trained. personrrel were

casualtieso In future operations these weapon$ were ordered to be carried

into aetion at the tra;llr and this although difficult to prove would. seem to
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be a great aavantage, it being obvicus that the enemy could not dj"scrimminate

the a,utcraatic from the oroinary rifles, rrrhen so carried. fhe vohune of fire

produceri and ihe noral effect on the enerfly was very great irrd-eed arrci it was

very plain thai i:e (ti:e enemy) was nuch surprised at our accuisition of so

nany machine guns. The rifles were rather troublesome thro'aghout, stoppages

a:rd. jambs being freo-uent, but these llere no <loubt, in large measurer attribut-

a.ble to the facts iha.t the personrrel had not yet become too erpert in the

hand.ling of the gwr, anrl al-so tha'i; the gun inoving portions belng cuite ner,r

did. not move as srnoothly as tliey rnight have d"one. Indeed subsequent operations

proved that one the gun te;zns becanne throughly acc,uinted. iaii:h the weapon and

al-so as ihe various portions bec, me worn, stoppa6es and oelaS's were mueh less

frequent o

0n the 18 September, 1917, the Iirigade raoved from the.ti basan area and

took over the front irne d.uties at Um l*rgan a"nd ?eI el I'ara. The d.ays passed.

fairly qu:i-et1y as a rule; our tu:rns ai ccing outposts came along regularlyt

and servea -uo break the monotony of the ca-rnp routine. lluite a few tlnes enemy

planes paid. us visits, oropping bonbs when opportunity offered and keeping us

tu:re up to concert pitch. iie ha.ci. managed. to ininirnise casualties from this

quarter by forming a side, and" the centre being empty except for a few forges.

In this way only a thin h"ne was presented to a aeroplane and even thougtr a bomb

obtained- a d,irect hit it woulci only acco'unt at nost f'or about 20 horses. At

watering tirnes uhen the movement at the r^later troughs became ccngested ihe

planes were most d.angerous, inci on one occaslon a di::ect hit accounted for a

whole troop of Yeomanry in the u/ad,i, kil1ir.g 1l men and.22 horses outright,

The outpost work was always i-nteresi:ing, and. occasionall;r varied with a long

d"ay v,,hen we would be sent to poke our noses rourrd. the riages in the vicin:ity

of Seersheba. These d.ays always prod"uced. their little exchanges of rifles and
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shelter r;uickly und.er ihe banks of cne of the mariy \dadis. it was not long

before iaost of us becarae very fa:niliar with the cowrtry all round the weat

and" south-west of Beersheba and the ciore prominent points on the map such as

g6a, 97a, 84A and,'"!2A, beeame seatiered with empty bully tins and. other

iitter, relies of nany midd.ay rneals hekl there" The weeks went rapidly by'

i.tuch being done in instructional workn especially regaroing co-operation

between aircraft and cavalry, whilst tire engineers d.id. a great deal of use-

ful- work in C.eveloping the waier facilities around, ssani and Imal,aga a few

mil-es to the scuth west of Seersheba. ?he recor:naissances, also gai-ned. a

good" d.eat of information regaro-ing ihe enemyr s strength and dispositions.

3y now the railways had beenbu:iltright up to us and. had a large amount of

material on hand reaoy for the nexi ad.vance l,'hen j-t shculC come. Large stacks

of fora6e ancl huge d.:-r:nps of supplies began to g::ovr up ever3.-where. The health

of the troops was gooi., ana raiions aJlci ca;ap equipinen*u were ri-ght up to scale.

lhe weather was fine, the cays belng rather v,'arm but the nigl:ts alwa;rs eold.

Everybody -Lived in biwies, the oniy tents ava:lable being one for the

Regiraental office and one for the i'{ed.ica.l Staffrs ecui"pment.

liiajor A iil Mclaurin who haC been at,tenaing a school course at Heliopoiis

for some weeks returned. on the 15 October, ano took over the coirunand. of the

ilegimento lt'iajor $harrrron wlro had been 1n charge since Lt Co1 I'iaygax had gone

to ilrigad.e, left for lJgypt on 7 d.ays leave. A good. many parties had. been given

turns to Port SaiC where a rest camp had. been established, and r,ras proving

fairly popular. Those in the camp had. occasional arnusernent supplied. by loca1

concert parties, many of whieh containe<l some excellent talent and gave good

prograrnmes rnostly on topical subjectso

0n the 25th of the month it was very plain that something was in the air
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enemy d.isplayed much rnore enerSlr, d.enying the outposts aaily all the high

groi:rid and observation points, and harassing the posts vrith machine gun

and artil1ery fire. The Regiment was calied out earltr' in the rnorning on

this d.ate and. proceedlng to Points J20, 61A ;.rld" )10, rotere small redoubts

were dug prineipally facing the fanous liareira recoubt. Ai A710;on the

2J October, the call to saddle up was given ano. by ASSQ the Brigad.e r,;as on

ii;s way towards Karm. ilere a halt r+as mad.e and it could. be seen that severe

fighting had been going on rcund the reooubts r.,e had dug trr,o days previousJ-y.

lie hacl been relieved the nlght before by the 8th j'rlounteo i3rigad.e here, and it

vras their :nisfortune to be occupying the treneires at a time when the enemy

d.ecided. to make a most ovenrhelrrlng atrack at this particular portion of the

line. The Yeomanry put up a magnificent and reinarkable d.efence, but the J20

post was cornpletel;r wiped out whiie lc]he 5JO people suffered, a almost sinilar

fate, aid. reaching them nhen practicall;' at their last gaspi

the 9th amd.10th Regiments were ordereC to retake 7?0 and with a verX'

exeellent prelim:inary bombardment fron our batteries, whieh demoralised" the

enemy, succeed"ed. in quickly re-establishing ihe iine obiaining in the

performance onJ-y a very felr casualties. This Eegiment rvas he1d. in reserve

and. as the situation eleared recei'red ord.ers tc return to camp at Urgan which

place was reacheo at nidnight. The 28 October, provea a busy Sunday, 3y

1200, the car:rp was dj"suantled" and itre i.egiment aII packed and ready to move

on ihe jJeersheba offensive. Cur first ;ob proved. to be to act as escort to

ihe nain c,f,nvoy to Khalasa, anC at 1500r that afternoon the foot of Te1 e3 .a-'ara

presented a wonrlerf'ul scene. Parks of supply wa€ons, a,r,munition lirnbers and

guns were formed. up 1n the vicinity covering acres of grouno.. Busy staff

officers and horsemen were to be seen galloping hither and thither, givlng
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orders and. sorting the nany different Units into their respective places in

the colu:nn. ThLs convoy ls probably the record eonvoy of the uar. It

carrled all the supplies and materials to be used by the mounted. d.ivisions

in their attack on the east arrd. $.S. sid.e of Soershebar a brilliant stroke

whlch d"id much to eror,m with success the first of GeneraL Al}enbyr s offensives

in Palestine"

She eolumn got safely started. by 17007on the road to Ssarri. S miles

d.istant and which wae to be our first halting place. As the wa8ons strung

out the column covered a. S.ength of 6 miles1 there being 307 four uheeled.

vehicles besld.es lrrnumerabl"e horses, paek nules, and. d.onkeysr and. the first

of the column was almost at lls&ni before the rear end. had got clear of the

Wadl Ghurre. thanl*s to a very bright moon everything went off without a

kr:itch, 0n reaching Ssani frosh ord.ers were received and. the coluur was

broken up, tt3tt $quadron going on to I0ralasa uith a large portion uhilst the

rest of the fi,egiuent vent into bivoua,e near [eI ltr*ei]" 0n the 2B Octobert

Srig Gen Hilson assumed conmand. of the brigade and Lt Co1 Maygar rejoined the

Reginent. Four N.0.0rs uere granted. commissions to conplete establlshment,

namely, $gt C G T ltlilliams, Sgt E A Patterson, Sgt E M Jennern and L/Cp1 f

Moore. The brigad.e moved. on to Khalasa at 1J00.and reached there at 223A"

Horsee were vatered, and nBtr Squadron rejoined. fhe regiment reeeived orders

to report to Anzae FItd $ivislon at As Asluj before 0500ron the )0 0ctobert

and our trek was resurned. for that p1ace. Asluj was reached in d-arkness at

0400;and. after reporting to the head.guarters there a bivouac site was selected

on the North sid"e of the town near the railway station. A spel1 was made up

t111 1J00rwhen the reginent joined the }ivisional coluran in its march to the

east of Beersheba. Hhen just north of lswaiwan the regi-ment branched. off

and., though not in toueh ag,ain, ca.me und-er the command. of the Ausiralian
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I'iounted livision. t3y O700ron tl:e 11 Octoberr we hau taken up bhe line

rnrining through points ft1}4180-1280 (sq. Q), our pler.ce in the d.ispositions

for the attack on the town, which coule be plainly seen about J iniles to the

nortli west. Ras Ghanna.n, red"oubt which appeared" to be he1d. very strongly,

was about i!00 yard.s d"irectly ruest. 'v,le r*,ere linked. with the ]th i'iou:rted.

Brigacle, whc were some disteince to the south of this red.oubt and on our

left, whilst on your rlght were the:i.2.i,1.11., extending iowards l{hashim

larlrta"

The line ad.vanced slightly but was ordered. not to go furthe:: foru'ard

as the rest of the /Lust l,itd. Division v+ould be up in the afternoon. Patrols

r+ere thrown out in end.eavorrrs to gain information and a good" d.eal of fire

was exchanged. between both sides. Ou-x casuaities l.Jere ligjrtr one man and.

horse being killed", i'Xear:wirile the attack on our right vtas developing ancl

concentrati-ng on Te1 e1 Saba, a feaiure in i;he ,,{ad"i bed about two miles due

easi of the town. this place which was very strongl;. held fell to the },ler,r

Zealand.ers and the 1st IJi Brigaoe at 1100, after a very d.etermined. and. blood.y

fight. Its fall helped verl/ greaily j.n the eapture of other redoubts. the

{th Srigad.e took over the liae heio by the Regirnent at 1600.and. soon after

from here mad.e their magnificent charge over the trenches anc captured. the

town and ma:ry prisonerso The H.egiment was ordered to report to }esert Corps

Iidqrs at the rear of Khassim '/to.rttl?, and arrived there at 1730. Just then 2

enemy aeroplanes swooped Coun and as there were very manlr troops end transport

vehj-c1es concentrated. there a good target presented itself to thern ancl of

trhich they took full toI1. /rt a very low al-bitud.e the;,r bombed and" machi-ned"

gunned. men and horses causing a large number of casualties to our side.

Lt Col i'laygar was seriouslSr v6und.ed by a bornb bursting alirrost und.er him

a;rd" his horse, also uounded., bolied into the darkness and confuslon and we

rrever saw the Colonel again, After much searching his horse was for.rnd. covered
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in blood and news was obta:lned that the Solonel had. been got safely to

hospital; thou.gh he succumbed. at Karrn two d.ays later. Captain $Broat and.

two otkrer ranks were also hit ruhile two horses were kiIled. t{elghbcurir:g

un-its suffered. much more heavily.

t{ajor McLaurin took coumand and the Regiment moved in the d.arkness

to the Wa&;i near 3ir Hanra.nl where the horses were ro,atered. the }rd. Brigad.e

rras picked up by the flash of a signal la:np a^nd. after a hourrs spell we

nnoved to bivouae about a rnile east of tel el $aba" At dawno the next morni"rg

enemy aeroplanes again raided" but the horses bad. been scattered over wide

areas and presented. poor bombing targets. Luckily the raen were etzurding to

a:ms at the time and r+ere quickly fo:med into position where good fire

control rras obtained on the nachines. One maehine flying extremely 1ow was

eaught by a terrific burst of rifle fire and subsequently fel1 in tbe hills

Just to the northwardl the pilot being found quite dead.

Orders were reoelved from 3.![.Q," to join up and this ras done by 0800r

at a new site half a m:ile uest of the Tel. A good. dayr s rest was enjoyed

here the horres obtainlng a plentiful supply of water and. the men freeh

rat"i.onso
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At 0700, on the norning of the 2 Novenber, a::d. just two d.ays after

the capture of i3eersheba, the riegiment was cainped in the l'ladi Saba, midway

between Te1 el Saba eLncl the tor.m. Ord"ers were recej-ved. to report to the

7th i{td. 3d.e, which was at that tine under the eomrirand of 3gd.r Gen Wigan,

and" consisted. only of tr^ro liegimenis, (ttre Sherwoocl Rangers and the South

tlotts liussars). iiorses were immetiiately watered. but owing to the scarcity

of the latter this procedure took about one and. a half hours. !'ina11y,

however, a start was made and we joined. the 7th i3rigade colunn at a spot

on the Hebron road approximately 2 railes north of Tel el Saba.

'Ihrough some confusion of orciers, it r^ras understood. that the llegiment

uas merely supporting the 7th BCe for the day and ord.ers had. been issued

(to save delay), that no rations would be d.rawn, but rvoulcl be collected

when the Regi"ment returned. in the evenj-ngo The water cart also was ord.ered.

to stay behind as the nature of the country was consid"ered. too rough for

wheels. Uhen the column reaehed.RijreAbu Derwan information was gi-ven by the

end ALH Itegt, who haa been operating in i;hat sector for the past few days arrd.

it at onee became evident that the eneay vrere preparing a big resistance from

Ain Kohleh to the }iebron road. General hrigan arrnounced. his objective to be

Tel Khuwellfeh a larr:;e hj-}l at the farther end of a big valiey, the latter

bej.ng bound.ed" on both sid"es by rarrg'es of rougl: hills. If ihis positj"on

could be secured it offered. a big threai by or:r forees to the enemyr s Sheria

position and. exposed, aL.l- his left fie-nk.

When within about three miles of, the Te1 itseif, 1t lras seen to be

inpossible to move up the low open grouna in the valley therefore General

i,/igan sent the $herwoods througli the hi]}s on the right and the south Notts

on a similiar advance round to the ]eft. Tire first named. haci a fairly clear

ad"vance, but the l-atter iiegiment met wiih strong resistance in the locality
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of ;lin Kohleh and came to a s"ia"ndstil-1. tit 1400ri1; became evid.ent i;hat if

the position was to be occupieci b;r nightfal.l- a strenuous attack must be

immediately entered. upon. Ihe 8th ilegiment therefore was ordered" to ad.vance

up the centre and. i;lajor $hannon took his scuaciron into action at the 6a11op.

As it was impossible to approach o.irectiy up the valley under the heary rifle

and. artillery fire, he therefore, mad.e for ihe lower iii1l immediately skirting

the left of the low grounct. I{ere despite bi6 opposition, he qu:ickly ad"vanced

along the hilltops and established. a position about 800 yards from the 1'e1

itseif. The rest of the Regiment 6a11opea in to hj,s assistarrce, and find.ing

the enemy absolutely too strong, immediately consclidated and prepared. to

meet hj-n shoula he ao.velnce. As the cther truo il.egimenis ccuid ma.Jce no further

head.way, arrd as oarkness haG now falien, the Bth were orciereo to hold on

whilst the others withdrew on our flanks. Iouch was lost with both for a

time, but by feeling out, the South l''lotts and our 1ine, was later i-inked" up,

though no conrrecticn could be obtained i.,'ith the Sherwood,s. tiris left the

8th as a sort of apex, wittr their right completely i:-rrprotected. A small post

was put out on the lol.r ground., whicl: our position cor.rpletely d.orninated., and this

would have prevented surlrise fron thai quarter. Througl:out the whole night

the enemy kept up an ineessant rifle fire ano at uar"rn it was foirnd he ha.d.

<ept forward- auring the C.arkness io within close range. *e had also been

heavil;r reinforced a"nd his volumne of na.chine gr:n and. rlfle fire was much

grearter. Our position among the rocks vras much grea-ber. Our position anonp;

the rocks was 6;ood" and erfford"ed. plenty of cover, a factor which kept our casual-

ties clown to a uil-ninum, considering the fierceness of the "fire. the men were

begir:ning to show extre;ne signs of d.istress, as the da.v was hot anrL not a

d.rop of water could be found. anywhere in the vicinity. About 0900f on the

J i{ovember, i;he Yeomanry wexe relieved by the 1st tsrigad"e of Anzacs, and-

-vient back to Seershebar u,hilst the Eth cainie r.rnder the orciers of thtrs relieving
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force anc vere tol-d. to hoid. on at ail costs. The Anzacs then mad"e a deter,;iinecl

ad-vance, tkre 1st LH Regi.rrrent 6oing straight up tLre centre of the valle;'. They

suffered ver;r heavily in doing so arrd were final1;r obliged to t:rke up a

position on a ridge abou"b 100 yard.s off the TeI. The attack went on fiercely

throughout the day and besides our casualtj-es, a good m::nber of men collapsed.

from thirst. Finally e.t 1500rour splrits vrere brightenecl by seeing ad.vancing

bod.ies of Infi;ntry coming up from tire rear, ancr the iteginent was reh-eved. by

the portion of the'il8th j3rigade, 51rC }ivisicno A.fter reporting to Head-

quar[ers, Anaacs 1^/e were sent straight ba.c]< tc lSeersirebar an<i we reached. the

water -broughs there 'at 22A01tiiat evening. 'Ihe scene there ttiien horses :":rcL

inen rushed" the troughs told" onl-;r too plainiy of their condj-tion. Soth men and

horses had" fcught a bitter action for nany hours through extreme heat, and.

altogether had. been J) hours rviihout a orlnk excepting 'tlie one rve.terbottle

with which they had. siarted. out. lfter men ani. aninals had. obtiiined their

fili at the trou6;hs the l?egiment joined. up the lrd. tsrigad"e again and bivouaceC

about a nile S.E. of ihe town near the.+isIuj railway bridge.

Our total casualties llere one ofiicer Lt',iatt, Z O./tia^r::rs killed. and

t4 0fnants wounded., 3 of whom subsequently d.ied, add-ed. to this our sorrow was

gree-tl,rr increased" to hear the ner+s ihat our gallant C0 (Lt Col iriaygar) naa

succumbed io liis bomb wounds, received. on the J'l 0ctober, 1917. 0n the 4

November, 1)1'1, Gen Chauvel, I{jrrlGen }iod.gson a.nd. 3d.g and Gen l'lilson visited.

the lines and personally thanked the Officers and men for their gallantry at

the Khuweilfeh operation. Lieut l,lcGrath was subsequently award.ed the i,IC for

this aetion"

Ihe epid.emic of d.iorea which broke out in the Regt a few days was

attributed" to the fact that the men were so thirsty that they d.rank large

qualities of whatever water they could. get, on reiurning to Seersheba, The

water question at Seersheba soon became very acute. there lrere thousand"s of
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troops and animals concentrated. thero and the Wad.i bed., which on our arrivaL

contained. marry pools, soon beca,roe d.ryo flhe who]e of the Australian ]ivision

were ordered back to Ka:m &r€&r 3y 050Qon the 5 Novemboxl w8 relieved. the

Yeoma.r:ry livision on our old. line round. the neighbourhood of Point )10t

facing l{arei.ra, and for two days the fi,egiment supplied. its quota of posts

and patrols in this sector. There was no time for the rest as the Gaza

offensive fias now in ful1 swing. 0n the norning of the 7 Sovember, the

Brigade did a rapid. march to $herial which place had fallen to the infantry.

As we passed. through there was still some fighting going on aroirnd. the Harei.

ra redoubtr but we followed aloqg the railway }ine for a few miles and, halted

for the night. Before dawn we were off againr this time with HUJ as objective

point. After coming wrder heavy artillery fire several timesr Huj vas reached.

about 1300. All along we eould. hear huge e:qplosions and see tremendous eolu:nnE

of smoke shooting into the a.ir telLing plainly that the enemy ras uakirg a

huried. retreat, and d.estroying or burrring all his d.i:raBs and. heavy gea.ro Much

abarrd.oned. uaterial lras passed., a.ad. at HUJ there r.rere eountless dr:mps of

a.mmu:ritlon aad stores. l{e evident}y effected a big eurprise here as the

enemy eould be seen in the plain about 2 miles alray, retreatirrg in g'reat

dleord.er. Sorne had. even left the breakfast table aE hre found. several set

out for a meal. Our horses by this time were almost knocked up and water

was unobtainable, It uae a most aggravating position as with fresh horses

the d.isorganised. enelny were plalnly at our mercyo However, every available

man was sent into high positions overlooklng' the eneny and a good. mar:y of the

latter were captured. 0n the left the Yeoma^nry whose horses must have been

fresher, executed. a d.ashing eharge, cutting the enemy gunners d.own at their

guns and. doing a great deal of dama6e besides obtaining a good haul of

prisonerso Lieut Sorbid.ge wlth 2 trooBs of trArr Squad.ron suceeeded. in

cutting off two fieLd. Buns, shootlng the crews and animalo, whilst our
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Ilotchkiss gunners com,;elled" two more grurs to be abandoned in a Wad.i. BO

od.d. prisoners were taken in the afternoon, one batch being captured. by a

itCO as they were excaping in a motor c&Tc r{ore wou}d have fal}en to our

lot, had. we been able to iaove froin our h-ne but orciers from Brigad.e pinned.

us there. A11 that day no relief could be given the horses in rhe inatter of

water and nig,nt fell with us on outpost on the line we were then occupying.

;ii mid.n:lght orders were received to send the horses to Jemnarni about {

miles d.istant, rrhere a purxp had. been located. arui supposed plentiful supply

of r'rater. 'Ihe night passed. withoui much figlrtingr our men being too tired

and the enemy too eager to get away at 0700r on the morning of the ! iilovernber,

the 11th LH Itegiment relieved us. AS ou-r horses hao. not yet returned from

water, we marched back about a rnile to a Had.i bed and" settled d,own for the

d.ay. ?he horses ciid not ret,-rrn fron r^ratering untit 1600, having been absent

1l hours. i,Jeither they nor the men.*ith them obtained. much of a spel1 that

d.a,y. So far oujr casuel-ties frorn Karm to here haa been nil in persormel

though J horses had been kil1ed. and i nor:nded chiefiy frorn shrapnel fire.

'Ihe strain however, uas begirrning to rell on the nen and two or three were

evacuated sick. At sunriovrn i;he whoLe -tsrigad.e marched "ro &rak e} i,lenshiye.

A11 the signaliers and rnost of 'rC'r Squadron being crropped out on the way

as conneeting files to Dlvision who were to foliow on. .rrt Tel el iiesi a

plentiful supply of water was obtainea and a spell of one hour here d.id nuch

to refresh both men anri horses. vJe travelled all that n:ight through extreniely

difficult cour:try arrd reached" the outskirts of irienshiye at 0200" ,r two hours

wait for dawn and" the colunrn moved up close to the village but the eneml. got

on to us heavily with his ari;il}ery and we rrere compelled. to take cover in the

Wadis about one atrre a half niles to the south. ivlenshiye had. been abandoned.

by the enemy after being subjected. to a particularly nasty gruelling from

our aircraft. The station and several other buildings had been burnt and a
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coiltplete aerodrome anci repairin6i plant tlestroyed". Charred. rernaj-ns of what

irad breen ! cor;4;lete aeroplanes ano namy engines and. parts were among the

ruins and. the enemy lost here ruany thousands of pound.s worth of material".

A number of worurded rvere found in a distressing condition in some of

the sheds about the stati"on, they had been aband.oned. by tireir comrades. At

1600 the 8th ltegt was ordered to co-operate r,rith the ?th in an attack on

Su:meil the next villaa;e in our l-ine of aclvance. Lt CoI Scott i,ras in cha.rge

a,r:d after proceeding in the uarknesq over country searned. with e:ltre;nely d.eep

i"iad.is" Corinection was gined. with the )th i,iou::teti ilrlgade und.er .Af}en Kelly,

at the railway line about 500 yarcis io the south of the vi11a6e. Through

some miscarriage of ord,ers it '*oas found" that the other units enga4;ed, in the

ati;ack c1id. not come up ano" after sorne delay ani" d.eliberation the attaek was

abancioned. e"nd. the troops returned. to bj-vouac at i,lenshiye. w-e left two troops

on cutpost miavrsy between the two vil1e6es. irt 151A on the 11 i{ovember, the

Regiment was ord.ered. to concentrate at i|a1uje (3.]1.q.), rr,here rations were

errawn and crders receiveo. for us to rel-ieve tne'1 Oth Lt1, on the outpost line

between Surameif and" llenshi-ye. at midni,ght all the line had been te}en over

from the 10th from d.aybreak next nornj-ng interi:iittent shellirrg r*ent on ano. at

1320 ttALtt Squad.ron situated. on the left (Sranneil) flant aclvanced. with the )th
Srigad"e against 3alan, Surnmeil having been cleared.. At, 142A |tCrr Squad.ron were

called up on to report to the 9th IJt at Berkusie, and both the above Squadrons

were soon heavily enga4Jed. They couid be seen detraining f::esh reinforcements

about 2000 strong, and these soon eoilpelled. the whole of our line to r+ithd,raw

slightly, though a good. line was soon established. from which "i;hey could not

shift us. In this withorawal Sergeant Jas Sowman greatly d.istinguished. hin-

self in bringing our wounded. and wer.s recoflrmend.ed" for the YC (he subsequenily

was awarded. the J)CM). After the line liad. become settled. 'rAri anal trCil squad.rons

rejoined. the Regiment and. at 2000 the outpost line between Summeil and. I'Ienshye
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was again taken up. The casualties for the day were Capt G I'ay a,nd. Lieut

MaunselL rqounded 1 O/nank killed, 1 O/Rank wounded and. nissipg, and 5

O/na^nks wound.ed. The wound.ed. and missing mafi was found. some d.ays later in

the Turkish hospital at Junction station, where he had. been taken and

carefully treated. by the enemy. Unhappily he died iust after his r€sclltsr

Early next morn:lng we rejoined. 3.H.q,. near Faluje and. after rationlng the

whole column moved. up through $herkyre. The Regiment was sent ahead. and.

took r:p a line of outposts from fe1 e} Tr:rnus back Sherkyre" the following

morning the Brigad.e column was rejoined. and. a move back to Esd.ud miles west-

ward was mad.e. Esd.ud. was reached at 1450 and the Regiments went into bivouac

at the i'ladi Sucerelere, plenty of water being available also a little sea

bathing. After resting for two days the track was taken onoe a6aln and by

1600 on the 17 l{ovember, wc were biyouaeed. near Junetion stn. The next

morning: at 0500 we were on the roove to support the 9th LE at l*tubab, and. on

reportj.ng to Lt Col $cott were ordered into posi-tions near Yalo and. Seit $uba.

We were aow getting close to Jerusal-em and among the hi11so flhe country vas

becom:ing verXr r:nsuitable for moirnted work, everXr hiil being very stoney and.

steep, and most of the movement of troops had to be d.one at a slon pace and.

in a single fj-Ie. Bhe wheeled. traffic suffered partieularly and was qulte

useless as soon as the eoh:mn left the road any d.istance. Our water cart

collapsed in pieces and" a similar fate befeIl ,several of the a"mbulance wa6ons.

fhe enemy were reorgarrising thelr opposition had. become nueh stronger. their

artilIery harassed us eonsid.erably and our casualtj.es were ) other rarrhe

wound"ed. and several horses, At dusk we were ordered to withdraw and the

journey out of the hiils rlras a very tryi4g e:ryerience. However, we reached.

the bivouac near Junction $tation at 220Q amidst light ra-in. Horses were

sent to water at 00]0ron the 19-November, to a place about 2 m:iles d"istant,

and. returned at 0,00. 0n the 19th and 20th rain fe1l and as firewoo& was
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scaree and. the troops had. no sheltere of any ki-ndr things were most un-

comfortabloo Ehe soil wa$ irsry sticky and. d.eep and. the horses suffered

considerably from the cold.. fhere were a good narry Jewish villa,ge* around

this part and the inhabitants were quick to seIl us bread and fruits7 thouglt

at a most exorbitaat priceso the nen got into a good. maqf 
.a,rguuents 

over

the prices charged. and althoryh the Jew is a noted dealer I a^no fixmly

convlnced that he has yet got a good deal to lea,rn ere he beats a hungxy

Australian. She latters, langua,ge and. boots alwayo proved a convlncS.ng

factor, Houeverl the change in diet was uorth the moneyr bully arrd. biscuit

do get monotonouE after a feu weeks. tswo troop$ wexe sent to guard finch

Station and. captured. dr:mpo on the 21 Novenberr aB the Bed.ouins round. about

were stealing anything at all of va1ue, fhe rest of the Begiment joined

tsrigade in moving back to Med,je1 aniving and bivouacirq there at 18)01

21 November, 1!1?.

MeJd.el proved a great ca,up, our biinries being scattered about und.er

fi-ne old, olive trees and lovely orchard.s grelr all round. lcle spent a good"

time here ur:tiI tLre 27t}lt receiving d.urirrg that titne a blg parcel nail from

home per motor lorqy, while the AIF, Cante en people notor car paid. us

several visits, Sesides these sourcea our ratlon was suBplemeuted. by the

purchase of bread, fresh mutton, a.nd gxreenstuffs from the vi1"}a.ge. Ilorses

were clipped. and were sent over almost d.aily to the beach about ] m;lles away

for a swim. the epel1 here did all a wonderful a.uount of good.. 4L1 the

corxrtry in thi.e neighbourhood j-s rich in hj.storieal memories, especially of

the Crusad.er Beriod.r aJld everybody was lnterested. in the varlous sightso

Asea).an, about ) nilea over the coast, was a $ource of much d.elight the

ruins, especla3.ly of the ulehty wallu, still showlng prom:inently, and.

remind.ing us of lts many glories. Herod. end $aladin both had strong holds

here and any reading matter containing references to these days of their
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sovereigrty were eagerly persued. 0n the 2J i'iovember, a rather huruj-ed"

move was mad.e at 2200 for the front line a:g'ain and the "lirigacler travelling

via Deiran (a Jer*iish colon;r-) a,n<i }erfilye*i, reachecl the vi11a6e of ii1 Burj

on ihe afternoon of the 2$ November. Ihe name of this place signifies watch

tower and the village is perched on a very i'iigh kno11 just afier entering

into the lor.rer slopes of the Jud.ean hi1ls, almost midrvay between Jerusalem

and Jaffa. liere rve took over the line from the 5th li.oyal Scots tr'usilj.ers

just bef,ore dark, a:rd orrr horses were sent back i;o ff.a.rnieh on the plains to

the rear and. about ! hours journey awayo the rScottiesr were greatly

pleased at us relieving them. They haC been fighting strenuously for weeks

and at the time we took over, i{e were cl-othed. in short khaki pants, no tunies

and had only one blanket beiween every four men. '1'o an;rone who has been 1n

Palestine during the ivinter months it vriil take littie imaginatlon to cause

a shiver at the reccllection of its bleak winds espeeially as night falls.

Our boys supplied. the r.Iocksr with matches and cigarettes, ano the rlinkumsl

as threy always call us were very popular"

After a fairly r;uiet night, Cistr,i-rbed" mainly by snipers and- maci:j"ne

€iunners, the morning came with several of our parties out on scout work and

the enem1, snipers vrere iocated and" accor:.nted" for. At 1900 on the J0 iiJovember,

the 3ri6;ad.e line was moved over about a thousand yard.s to the ieft to nake

room for the 4th iJi Erigade. This had been neces$ery as our lj-ne even now

was extrenrely rr.reak. ',Je had lost one third of our men when the led horses

had. been sent back and. as the ca^urpaign had. now been strenuous f or soriie weeKs

our rar:hs hao been sadly oepleted" bi. casualties and sick. Our strength at

this ciate were put into two squaclronso

Our position after this nove brougnt us between iil 3urj, where Srigade

headquarters were located, ancl Shilta which was stron$l}' held. by the enelily

and practically the centre of the line if attacked, l,s we took over the

gror"rnd from the lth Ligirt liorse in pitch darkness, no one had much of a
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ch;,nce to get familia^r r,rith the suuound"ingso fr,ough stone liangars had been

bu:iit, holding up to 6 men and these also served as shelters where with one

sentry posted. the rest of the men could sleep under covcrr rr3rr Squadron

urrd.er Capt !Ja1ker, and about 45 a1,)- ranks i-n strength took a smaLl knoll

on the right and linked up with tkre {.th Lii asross the valley about {00 yards

avJay.

'r0rr Scluadron (tC3r Crawfordi oecupi"eo" a higher hili across a saciale J00

yards on the left and" eoru:ecting' with pth IJ{" It ,*ill be seen that each

s-quad.ron therefore occupied tl:e high poJ-nts ieaving i;he low gror:rrd betr'reen

open, a::d" i;his nethod applieo right along' that sector of the two 3rigades.

'Ihe country was parti"cularly stony and bei-ng of a liinestone formatj.on most

of tire hillsides r^lere honeyco;nbed witn caves. The caves and rock outcrops

afforded splend.id. cover and the enemy took fu1l advanta.ge of these features

when eoncentrating to attack. By 22Oq the change overwas compJ-ete and. every-

one'yras in hopes of a quiet night. At a half hour past midnight however,

Capt 'rialker reported. by tei.ephone that the eneny r,vere to all appaarances aLl

round his position having crept up i-n the pitch d.arkness without noise. As

he was speaking on the rphoner they inaoe their rush and in a moment a fierce

hanc. to hand strrrggle lvas taking place be-cr,;een his nen anc the enerlyo 'Ihis

went on tar a few minutes a-nd. by this time ou.r men had succeed.ed in getting

together, a:rd grad.ually mad.e their retreat to the same hill as Crawfordr s

Squadron, taking up their line on the lower slopes on the left. ?he enemy

meanvrhile had. halteri. to take a breather and reorganise to d"eiiver a fresh

attack on rrcrr Squadrons hil].

Ineidentally they were fossicking around the posts a"nd" sangars on the

lookout for trophies and eatables, l{alkerr s men hraving had to abandon almost

everything. 1'{o d"oubt too their wound.ed, were being band"aged and sent to the

rear, though !fu6as.were 20 of tireir n"i:::rber who would never figitt a6ait1 our
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bonbe proving very effective d.uring the short struggle, $ome minutee went

by with a almost weird. sj.lence. We had sent a urgent appeal to brigad.e for

the supports to sent up snd also more arnmurultj.on and bombso [hese had not

arrlved. however, before the eneray carre on again r+ith great dash calllng their

battle ery of lt.A,llshil. [hey approached. fa;irly eloee before we cou1d" obtain

proper shootir:g effect, but at 20 yards they were reet with a witherirrg rifle

fire, whtlst our bonbers got Soing with terrible results. ffiver1y man knev

it was neck or nothing and that if the enemy once broke through here the

whole line wouLd be jeopardised., and. there wes no let up or quarter. the

enemy could. get no closer than 5 yard"s and as he had to show himsel-f, where

as our stone sansars protected. us, hls casualtiee were enoxmous. flhe noige l*as

appallirrg. L,leut ?eppereorn on the crown of the hill put up a very fine per-

formanoe wlth o hotchkies gun, for whieh he rEas asard"ed. the W. Al,1 his srew

had. been wound.ed. yet he kept going and. was responsible for a good" deaL of the

disorgalulsation a&ong the enemy. fi:e fight was 1ts height r*hen {8 men of the

Glou.cester Yeomarury und.er Lt Co1 Palper reported. and. these were follorred a

few m:lnutes later by a eomparry of the 4th E$F. All of these were hurried up

the hil1side and Joined in the fight. Soth parties had brought along fresh

amnurltion end. plenty of bombs. fhe enemy lrere now taklng a$on€: the bouJ.d.ers

anrd. caves and our new helpers verlf quickly put the result of the flght beyond

d.oubt. the 9th LH put up a cro$sfire betseen the enemy and. $hilta vi11a6'e

thus cuttine off e.scapeo Sesultory bonrb-throwi-ng and rifle fire weht on

till morn:ing, and. a battery of our artillery put up a barrage toward.s Shilta

but it was too d.ark to d.o any observation and no results eouId. be obtained.

of the effect. At daylight the survivors realising their 3rosltion as hope-

less cafioe out from their cover a,nd surrend"ered, the total amomting to 5

0fficers (incl"ud"ing the Sattalion Commander) a,nd. 112 0/nank$, many of whom

were more or lees wound.ed.. About 100 corpses strewed. the ground. a.gil,lnst our

saJrgers showirg that the attackers were not only d"etermined. but very brave j.n
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ihe face of the awful fire they encountered. Iheir wound.s were areadfuL

ihrough being inflicted. at such close range, their bornbs were yery poor

in comparison with our i,lills grenad.eso lvlaqy bad"ly wound.ed were picked up

and. sent in to our ambui&xrc€o Our own casualties wexe 2 Officers (Capt G

Iray and L,ieut [i Y i,ioore) und 5 O/na"nt<s killed, whi]e 2 Officers a^nd 15

O/nar:tcs were wound.ed, most of them very severely and about ) died in

hospital. [he ]i,!lF lost an Officer and nan killed and 2 wounded while the

Yeomanry had three O/nants r^round.ed. 'Ihis action l.ri1s one of the greatest

fights the llegiment ever participated. in and 'i;he men showed. the greatest

devotion and braveryo nuring the morning altirough harassed by a very

hear,ry artiIlery fire and thoroughly worn out, the work of collecting

material and cleaning up the hill went on. llesides a greai quantity of

rifles, grenades and equiproent, the booty includ.ed I new type of automatic

rifles and the first of thls pattern seen on this front. 'Ihe full enemy

particulars are quoted in ihe followj.ng extract, recej-ved. a few d.ays later.

Extract from t'Iescorpsrr intellingence Su.nraa:-f 1/51.57. for 24 hours

errding 1800, S/12/17.

Attack Satta1ion. The followlng notes on the attack battalion of the

XiI Army Corps rvhich attacked. our lrd Gl ilrigad.e on l{ovember J0, at El Surjr

rnay be of interest. The battalion was forraed in Galicia fro:n picked. men of

the 19th and 20th Divisions, and. were trained. by Germans. i{ere in Palestine

it was attached" to the 19th Division. Casualties were as followsr-

1st and 2nd. 0oyrs. lnfantry

Jrd" Coy.

{th i't/Gun Coy,

'l'rench mortar battery.

Engineers

1)0 rifles and { Autornatic

rifles each.

120 Effectives.

5 }tachine gro$o

{. french i,Iortars.
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flhe tsattalion attacked twice" f'l:e fir:st tirne it lost 100 killed and.

wourid.ed., and" its machine gun conpaqyo the second. tine it was wiped. out.

It had had good personnel and was well officered., 'Ihe R$F were withd.rawn to

their battalion about 0900, leavirig the Regiment, now just over )0 strong in

the line with the Gloucester$ as supports.

I,Xajor General Eod.gson visited the scene and expressed. his pleasure and

congratulations to the officers and men and" the following telegrans were

received. via the ]rd. IJ{ Brigad.et- rrnescorpso Please convey Corps Commarrd.ers

(Oen Chauvel), congratulations to It Co1 McLaurin and all ranles of the 8th IJi

on their brilliant fig'ht last nighttr,

tr2Oth Corpsil. Comnander (Gen Chetwod.e) much ad.rnires the staunehness of

your troops who with snall forces beat off strong enemy attack last night and"

eaptured so many prisonersrr,

f'or this action Lieutenants MacPherson and. Peppereorn received i{i.Iitary

Crosses and Sgt Cumington ana tpr Keable, DCIvlrs. 0n the n:i6hts of the 1 and"

2 December the front was quiet, and $hilta village appeared. d.eserted". We r,rere

well supporteC eaeh evening by detachnents from the Sth I'{otts and. the }ub}in

l'usillers. llt 1000 on the morning of the ]rd. the Regiment was relieved by ihe

Worcester Yeomanry and went into reserve at the foot of El 3urj. 0n the !
Deeenber we selected a new bivouac site and also 20 other rariks joined. up

from the led horses as reinforcements. 0n i;he 7th, I',Iaj ivlclarrin received.

word. of his promotion to Lt CoI, Captains Sproat and Halker, i'lajors and Lieuts

I;iaclherson, .l{cGrath and Austin to Captainso

The i,reather was extremely cold. at this tine and the troops had. no other

shelter than the rocks. Healrf rain re1l incessantly for some days, arrd as

firewood could. not be obtained. the troops had. a very hard. and miserable time"

0n the B Deeember we got a few bivouac sheets sent up to us but nowhere near
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enough to go round-. the bitter wind combined with the raj"n and. mud. was

almost unbearable. The road.s, at all times d.ifficult, now became too bad.

for wheeled traffic a;rd ca'nels were called upon to carry everything. This

in eonsequence entailed. a ration shortage, right at a time when r.re needed.

them mosto

?he line was being gradually ad.vanced and this necessitated. us rnoving

bj"vouac d"uring the next few days. On the 12 )ecernber, we relieved. the 12th Lli

in the firing line, taking up about 1000 yard.s of line beir+een Shilta and.

Sufa vilLageso Our troubles were add"ed. to here by receiving a messa4e from

i{jr Shannon who was back in charge of the horses, that his carnp had been

bombed. by enemy aircraft, near Surafend. Iiis casualties were Q ofrarks

wound.ed., 21 horses kiltec outright, 2l sericusly wounded" and subsequently

d"estroyed", and 2E others slightly wounded,.

i[owever, fron: this iime, iroubles gracually d.isappeared.. The rain

eased. a good. deal, and firer*ood becarae plentiful as the line ran ihrough big

olive groves. fhe regimental c,uartermaster rnanased. to g'et on to a supply of

new boots and. elothing and. also on a big consignment of cariteen storeso Our

job in the firlng line was easy, our position being very strong and. as the

nen had buiilt a system of stone sangars (in ttris country trenches were qui-te

i-rapossible), these served. to protect tnem from the cold. night uj-ndso Ivery

man slept in the posts at night, read"y at hand lf the sentrj.es gave a alarmo

The enemy however, seerned to have withd.rawn most of his troops eisewhere as

little movement could be seen in his lines. 0n the 14 Decernber, we got a

knock backo hach day a patrol was sent out in the hours of light to take up

a observation post on a rocky kno1l about a nile to the left front. 0n this

date the men, four in nrr:nber, were ambushed. Trooper Peterbudge shot a lurk

but was immediately kilIed", arrd. the other three captured". fhese were the



oi

only three prisoners that the Regiiaeat ever lost. fhey were taken away and.

we d.ld not hear of them untll their repatriation at the close of the wero

'Ihey were quite well havirag been well treated. d.uring their captivityo He

conducted a polling in connection with the Conseriptlon Referend.u.n on the

1l leceaber. It 1s d.ifficult to aay what the men actua,l1y voted but marqr

jested. that it wes no place to vote to brlng eny man to, and very probab).y

some votes, were influenoed by the eonditions prevailing.

Iays passed slo.*ly a.:ed. without incident. l{e mana6ed" to 6et a few

extras for Christmas dayr but as the ra:in poured so heavily all the previous

nleht and. during the day it wa.s inpocsible to keep a fire allght to eook.

Fron the 1ed. horses we had. sent up to us a few jars of light vine, and with

thls in possessiotxr we nanaged. to get sone ea,rol singers golrrg. it!{hile shepher

ds watehrr as an easy favourlte. 0a the 27th, the uhole line mad.e a genera-l

ad.vance for about 5 slles northward r arld the Brlgad.e took up a line between

Ku0d:is and Khirbetha. Ehe enemy mad.e some resistarce, mostly to the infantry

on our right flank" the eountry proved more and more d.iffi6ult, but somehou

the ardmals struggled. uB and. d.own the hlllej"d.es, keeBlng up wi-th us. !{heels

were usele$sr so had. been sent to the rea,ro fhre surlrrS.sing beast was the

carqel. fhis ungalnly animal ls almost the equal of the mule in clilabing

steep h:illsides and scranbli.ng over rocks, the only d.rawback being that on

very t*et days he was inclined. to s3,1p, his hip-joints givirrg way. 0n the new

line were mad.e reserwe reg'iment and. on the 51 }ecember, being relieved. by the

Connaught E,anger*r moved, back to Kefr &ut and there bivouaced rxrtil the

coming of the horses rrhich had. been sent for to take us out to the plaine for
a much need.ed. spell.
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IJew Years Day 1!18, sau us camped in caves and rocks shelters on a

small bleak hill at Kefr Rut. It rained heavily all day and combined. wiih

a cold wind" and the d.iscomfort of wet elothes a;nd blarxets not to mention the

slush and rnud, the outlook r+as not cheering, There was no fire wood. but

billies were boiled". iiowever, we all wore s:niles because the next d-ay was

to bring our horses and. a spe1l on the pl"ains. The horses caine along at

1000 on the 2 January, a^nd by 1210, the Srigad,e wa,s in Column and rooved off

to iatron where they bivouaced for the night" Off again at 0900 the next day

for Habrahr the village where the horses had. been camped"o fhe Australian

0fficial Pirotographer took some cinerna films as we moved. past on some of the

,.tind.ing roads. A d.ay of rest r-ras spent at Kabrah, but on the early morning

of the 5 January, 1918, we marched. again. The country sid.e was i-n a frightful

stater owing to i;he recent rain and. in many placesn we went a mile or more

wj.th water reachi.ng to the horses bellieso We were very glad to reach the

sandhills at Sod,ud. by sund.own and bivoriaced for the night. The weather was

very rough here and" heavy storms of rain blew over all night soaking cveqr-

thing" We moved. off in pouring rain early the next day for }lejdel, a very

forlorn looking column ind.eed. }Je rocie all d.ay in the teeth of a ga1e,

combined" with lashing rain. ,Ihe horses hrere soaked. to the skin. The bivouac

at l'Iejdel proved a good site, but there was no firewood. obtainable. Iiowever,

we settled. d.own for the aight, a few cases of whisky from a canteen near by

helping us out a little,

'vie were glad to get going the next morning as everyone was just about

frozeno fhe rough weather continued- and that nignt we camped. in slush just

outsid"e Gaza, on the slopes of the mountain itself" 1;;e had a few hours

roar.ting over old faniliar battl"e grounds here and the next day marched to

Belah. liere we got a beautiful little bivouac on the sandhills. fente were

issued and everything promised" to be comfortable. Iuring the next few d"ays
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everyone was hustlirig' to get comfortable so it became knowa our stay here

lras to be of 2 to 7 months duratlon. Sefore a week had gone everyone wa.s

wel"l housed., cook houses were going: and even the weather had" oLeared. upo

lle started a 0fficerts flese here the first slnce July 1915" fhe horses

started. to do we1l, about 2 hours each d.ay, parti.es being d.etai}ed. to take

them grazing on the banks of the !{ad.l Ghuraie. ALl rar:ks were sterted. in

trairuLng exercises after a few d.ays the chlef items bein6 uusketry and.

practlce at dummLes, using bayonets as thrust swords. Up to the end of the

month everyone rras enjoying the speIl, sports and concerts being frequent,

and a good percentage being griilnted Egfptian leave. l{ith the beginnlng of

Februa:ry, I'IaJor Priestley a reinforceuent officer from Australia joined. up,

while off,ieers and o/ranks wetre sent rrp froa moarcar to complete our establish-

uent big parties were sent d.aily to the o1d. trenches at Sara r+here much naterial

was salvaged and sent up the 1ine. About tbe 9 Sebruar;r bad. weather interfered.

uith work and traiairlgr ed for a week all se d.id was to re-erect blonn d.own

tents and. biwi.es. Ue r,rere treated here to the phenomenon of a water sport

which just missed the ca.mp. Uith the fine rreather ea,me orders for the livision
to praetise for a uarch past the CMC, rho was te present medalso

Irt Col Melaurinr Major Sproat were granted English leave and. d.eparted.

on the 12 Februarry, leaving F1ajor $ha,nnon in eharge of the H,egi-aento $ome

remounts oa.me in and. by now the Unit was almost eomplete in establishmento

fhis was proving oae of the best speIls, we had. ever had. 0n the 2 ]iareh, 1918"

fhe Srigad.e held. sport and horse show, It sas a good d.ay and. our chaps idon a

fair percenta6e of the events"

3, school for yourg offisers tlas started at Kelab to whlch a couple of the

Juniors were sentl whlle l{aJor Crawford. wae dete,:il-ed. as a instructoro

0n the 14 March HflS the Duke of Corrnought held. a revieu and" marcb past

of the Dlvision and presented. med.al"so
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Rough weather came a6ain on the 20 lvlarchr and interfered uith the routine,

but the next few days save us clearing up carnf and. prepari.ng to move up to

the front againo We regretted leaving the cafiltr) as j,t had. been our best and.

only spell since }(asaid a year before.
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0n the 1 April, 1918, the Srigade moved. to Gaaa and. the next day to

Haide1 and. so in d.aily ota,ges untiL the !th, blvouacing eonsecutlvely at

Wadi Sueerelre, Sevian and $ummeLl.. At the latter p3"aoe we eettled. d.own a,r:d

hard. tra-trritg camled. out for a rnid on the enemy, their positions at RaE

el Aln and Kefr Hatta being well reconnoitred. for this object. 0n the 12

April, a taeticaL scheme was he1d. at Mahar, the eoene of a brilltant cavalry

charge in the recent operatioRs, the projected. raid. was abandoned and. on

the 1p Apri1, the Brigade moved for the Jordan Ya}1ey, bivouaeing at 3eiran,

Labron and &rab in suecessS.ve daysr and passing through Je:gsalem on the

22r7d., arrived at falaat ed Dunm late that n:ight. ^A,fter a dayr s spell r+e

moved to Jerico and" camped. on the i,Iadi Neew:ieh on the 24th. netached. posts

were manned in tl::is locallty for a few d.ays and on the night of the 2B .&pril,

at half past ni"nep the Srlg:ade was concentrating at Wa&l Muhalr preparatoqy

for an attaek upon Es $art. fhe column moved. off from here at 0]00 and

came und'er a, very healry she1l fj.re at the rlver erossing. Flueh difficuJ"ty

wa,B experienoed. here, especially with the Artillery.
By 0800r on the 50thr the clinb thror:gh the mountaine was begr:no fhe

eountry was almost impassable in ma^r1y plaee the rchole coluran could. ad.vance

only 5-n single flle, The progre$sr $as g:ood considering, and at 1500 a halt
of { hours was calLed.. In the meantipe the ad,vance guards of, the columrr

sucoeeded in takln8' eome high points held. by the enemy and were threatening

point 290Q. She Eegiment was held. in readiness to gaIIop on Sg Salt if 2900,

was takenr artd its 181) ord"ers rere sent to break through and take the to!,n,

Flajor Prlestley with ] troops of,%oSqAn raeed through the streots capturing

over 200 prieoners, margr motorsl and large quantities of nr.illtaqlr stores

including 2! machine gunsc 2fLt, foaikes-Taylor, attached from the 10 Il{, showed

up cons.',;icuously, anc was awarced the .l'iilitary cross for this charge. Two
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troops of A Sqdn, continued on and secured the *\mman-liimrin i?oad. jurrction and.

thus making the approaches to the town secure from attacko

0n the morn:i"ng of the 1 }{ay, the itegiment was orCered. to report to
GOC 2 Lll Bde, on the Amman ltoad with 2 i,l/Gwrs xfi 2 Camel Gunso At 1600,

the 2nd }rigade raoved. fcrwa:d to a positi.on reported to be i,eld by the €rern3r.

The latter, however, had retired" so an outpost line was d.ecid.ed on. fhis
rlegimentvrasallotted" the left sector, a line of about 2g miles. At 1800,

ord-ers were received. to repori back to the J fi{ Srigade, but owing to the

d"arkness and extreme d"ifficulties of the eountry the B-egiment did not leave

the line until 2300. 3y midnight we r+ere passirg through the 10 trlI outposts

and. had reported to ihe j ui Brigad-e by 0200, on the 2nd. inst, Everyone was

ord'ered to stand by as the Regiment was warned" that it must be prepared to

be moving at a rnomentts noticeo The hours until d"aylight were terrible.
Iiear4y rain combined with intense col-d. set ever;rrone shivering ano there was

not the slightest hope of obtaining shelters. 'Ihe sufferings of the men and.

animals are beyond. description. It is a fact ihat Z or J men beca,ne half
d.elirious and when the ord.ers ealne for moving off had to be d,ressed., they,

having unknowin6ly, removed. thei.r clothes.

At 0830"C"'snd., (t'ta3or Crawford) was sent to the 10th iiegiment at pt.

2900 wtrere the enemy were heavily counterattacking. By 10j0rthe eneray coul6

be seen ad.r'ancing in great force along the Amman Road on Es Salt. The

R.egj-ment, lessrrCtf Sqd.n, but wjth 2 Camel Guns and.2 i,t/cuns was ord.ered, to
hold up the enemy on this road a Sqdnr of the iOth llegiment being attacked" to
assist. By 1200 this Squad.ron (und.er ivlajor iianlin) was being so heavily
pressed that A & 3 Squadrons, had to come into a position to allow of its
retj-rement. Ehis was d.one without serious detoiment a good. portion bei-ng

formed just to the rear. At 1400* the fr.egiraent came md.er the ord.ers of the

2 Lli Srigade again ar-rd a squad.ron of the ? LIi which wa.s 1ater relieved. by
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a 6qdn of the )th ca.rne into position on our righto About 1500, the enerny

500 strong, cofi]menced. to advarce in extended. ord.er. fhis bod.y was followed

by a number of moi:rtted men on eamels and. horses. Two lrr guns at their

rear wexe causing considerable annoyanee by shelling our position.

3y 1900rthey had got to within 800 yards of us and took up a position

in some d.ead. ground. The night was moderately quiet, l'iajor Ha"arlinr s

ScluaCron being moved. at 210S on to the left of the Amman Road, Cenying the

enemy on taetical feature ihereo f\t A145, on the ]ra, the enemy launched his

attack directly against our Regirnent" ldithin half an hor:r ire was making

things so unpleasant for ilB'r Squad"ron (tta;or !/al.ker) that 2 troops were

sent from the 10th Squadron to hel-p the laiter, l'tajor l^/alkerrs line was still

vreak and the )th Lli Regiment vrere asked to send 1 troop along as supports"

fhis was done and" the enemy vrere checked. i{ea:rwhile rrAil Squadron on the

right had. dri-ven the enemy back into some dead. ground, i:ut i'lajor Priestley

was killed while this was in progress. 3y 0510r the enemy were falling back

ano at 050q arrangements had been completed for a counter attack by l,lajor

Walkerrs Squadrono The enemy belng absorutel-y penned in could. do nothing

but surrendero 3'19 prisoners being taxen, while 100 d.ead. and. very many

wounded. were left on the field.. Our casualties were - 1 Officer (tta3or

Friestley) ,rd 4 O/nar::rs killed and 1! O/na:lis wor.rnded. By Of0Oefresh enemy

troops could be seen coming up. 500 infaniry were on the Amman Road. wirile

back about 4 rn-iles a $quadron of cavalry escorting 2 gr.:ns could" be seen

hurrying up. ily 0B00rthey were pressing heavily, the fire preventing us

from tending their woi.ud.ed., who were l"eft to their fate. 2 Squad.rons of

the 5th ltegiment eame up as supports and a heavy machine gun and rlfle fire

checked. the enemy who ,,,rere conpelled to take up a position in d.ead ground.

about 800 yards j.n fronto At lSA}rthe whol-e attack had to be withd.ram and,

troops had to rnai<e back to the Jord.an. the eneny had. broken through away utr)
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on the left of the line and unless all in ihe vicirrity of Es $a1t got out

quickly, they would probably be cut off. The fi.eginent withd.rew to Rrigade

at 1J00rleavingrt3rr $crradron attached to the 6th ltegiment. At DlA;the 3Ce

moved frorn Es Sa1t. lt Col lviclaurin and i,iajor fJproat just joined" up after

their English ieave. ilBil Squadron follor.sed" the Regiinent home. 'Ihe ii.egiment

got back to the bivouac at Wadi I'leu:irrich at O]00, on the )th inst.

At 140qwe rnoved again for the Auja bridge head. and patrols and sapping

parties lqere hurried.ly supplied. as it was feared the enefl{ were going to

press heavily" At 23Aq a report was received" that J00 enemy had. broken through

at the 5th Mounted 3de. the Regiment sadd.led up and" moved. out in support, but

01]0r the eneny had. retired and we turned. ino

A much need.ed. rest was looked. for, but unfortunately no respite could.

be given the men or horses" 'Ihe Regiment had. played. perhaps the most con-

spicuous part in the operations and had. captured the great bulk of prisoners

and stores. lhe total prisoners capturetl ruere Germans 2 Officers, 48 O/At

Tnrks 28 Officers, 1fi A/R, and. of these our portion was )1!. Ihe stores

included 28 {Guns, That the enerny appreciateo our efforts is shor+n by an

intercepted wireless l^rhich read, rrEs Salt was captured. by the reckless and

dashing gallantry of ihe australian 0avalry'r. i,lajor General Hodgson quoted.

our work as excel-lent in the extreme, rvhile ca.ttured" siaff officers expressed.

sr:rprise that horses coulC be galloped where no one else r+ould. think of rid"ing

at all.

0n the 7 May, all avaj"lable men uere put on trench d.igging, and. the

positions around the Duja Srid.geheaC were ryeatIy stren6thened. This work

was continued for some dayso 0n ihe 9 l'tay, the Comforts "tru:rd. sent us 67

cases of gifts which were greatly appreciatedo Sickness was now assuming

alarming proportions. The exposure of the past few days played havoc with

the health of the troops, and the averi:.ge da;tly evacuatj.ons numbered" 9"
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fhe rest of the month here vras the usual Jord.an Ya1ley tale. Heatl

dust, fh.es, mosquitoes, trench d.igglngr patrols, eneuiy shell fire and"

bombing planes, each one telling its own story and eombined. making the

torments of hell.

At 5"50a^n on the 2 Jr:ne, 10 enemy planes bombed" the brid.ge carnp

inflicting heavy losses on the horses though the personnel got off lightly.

Our casualties were li"ght, One man r.round.ed., 5 horses killed, { horses

r*ound"ed". fhe total for the Srigad"e being 10 0/R rvounded., 10] horses killed.

0n the I June, the ileginent moved to the Wadi .tll Obeid taking over

from the 6th 1,11 Regiment. 0n the 14th, i{ajor J $proat was sent to iiospital

wj-th shell-shock and was later invaiided to Australia. 0n the 1l June,

the Regiment moved to [e1 es iiu]tar:, Jericho arriving there at ui:id.n:ight"

On the evening of the 15th, a move was made to }Jadi Kelt and the next dght

to Talaat ed }umm, half vay back to Jerr:salemo Four Cays were spent here

resting, thougir by the time horses were taken twice, a dayr ] miles and

return, to water there was little chance of spell. At 2000, on the night

of the 21st, the Regiment moved to Solomonis Pool, auiving there after an

all night march at 7an on the 22 Jtxteo

The Re6iment departed from the Solomonrs Pools camp on the 10 Julyr at

1700rand. travelllng by ntght, marched through the Jerusalem streets then

d.ovm the Jericho road, reaching Talaat ed Dunrm shortly after raid.night. iJe

bivouaced here in preparation to taking over from the Anzacs in the Yal}ey,

the nen were employed on three d.a;rs very hard work, clearing up the area

here, the intention beir6 that it was to be a permanent halfway bivouac

between Jerusalem and Jericho. The d.ays were frightfully hot and" d.usty atrd.

water for the horses was scarceo The whole place was extremely desolate and.

baruen and enough to give anyone the blues, eqpecially with proopects of the

Yalley al:ead of ihem. liowever, earl3r on the morning of the 1{. Ju}y, a humied.
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call vras recei"ved to sad"crle up, leaving a certain ru-rmber tc pack camp and

follow latero lly OlJArwe were on orl-r way to reinforce at llussallabeh where

the Anzacs lrln Div had been very heavily attacked." Arrived at Tel es

$ultan, the famous oid. mor:nd. just outside of Jericho tom and the site of

the o1d city, and bivouaced on the krad"i i{j.euemeh. idews ca,me through that

the enelqv attack had" been broken and we were ordered to star:d. by if r,ra;:tedo

Later in the d.ay a big batch of Ge:r,tan pri"soners arrived, looking much i:tre

worse for rnrear. T'hey were aliowed to bathe in the i;ad,i, a privi-lege denied.

to our own nen, who needed such a concession just as mucli, arra this little

item caused. a great deal of dissatisfactj.on for the tirne. We stayed here a

day noving on the 16 July, to relieve the 2nd IJI Regt. at 1'{ussailabeh. This

rel-j.ef had. to be carried. out in the d.arknees and. was completed at 10 minutes

to mid.night; the horses being sent back to the camp at r;Ja*i i$ieuemeh, for

safety, ud.er the cherge of i'{ajor liharrnon. The rel ieved. H.egiment had had. a

trying tine here and much }urnber anc equipment from thej-r recent brilliant

fight was ieft about. Ue spent the next few oays busil;r collecting this

and. also burying dead. Germarrs. ?he trench systems were gyeatl-y knocked" about

through the enemyr s recent bombardment and besides our o'B,n parties, the

GIJ{ used. to send. up nightly ru:oer cover of aarkness about }0 men to help.

0n the 1! Julyr extra heav;' shelling lras concentrated on the i'{ussall-abeh

redoubt, resulting j-n one man bej-ng ki]1ed. and five ofthewound.ed. the

casuaf i:ies were particularly light, considering, for iirroughout the day the

hill was shaken with continuous exposions of, 5.! shells. lhe heat in this

sector of the line was alnost unbearable and movement in the day was pro-

hibitedr as the enemy observers were very keen ana even solitary men going

between posts were sr:-iped at with artillery. 0n the 21 ju13r, a eanteen tent

was opened. in our lineo This was the first tine we had had such a convenience

on the Palestine operations arrd. ti:e men greatly appreciated. the initiative of
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the AI8 cantoen peopleo The canteen tent ca.me und.er shell-flre several times

whj.lst here, but although the tent ltself was often rlddled, there were no

casualties a&ong: the ti.rured sardines or beer bottLes" At this date the

ltegiment had in the firing 1j.ne 15 0fficers and 21S O/Rarr(s; while there

lrere 4 off and. 143 wel: back tend.ing to the horses. fhe personnel ln the line

had" a front approximately 2 m:iles long to watch, rur:nlng from ilCil Sqdn at

Yyse post to rr3rr Sqdn forming: a centre apex on Mussallabeh itself, and" thence

towards the river to ffiaskerah r,rhere sAfl Sqd.n hurg out. Regimental Head.-

quarters occupi.ed. the Bluff uriduay betveen Mussallabeh end Flaskeraho At our '

rea.r were the Abu TlLlut rid.ges mamned at night by the GLIi support troops

while ] ailes to the back were SHQ at $ladhbeh"

41L provislons and. water were sent up at night on Camel"s as it was

imposeible to get near the plaee d.r:ring hours of light. fhe whole eystem

l+as linked. up by telephouer and haBpily these conditions served" to keep the

staff arid. vlsitor$ away, leaving us to ma&age on our own,

Up to the 26 Julyr we drifted along fai.rly quietly, there being only a

few caeualtles, all fron shell- fireo

fhe po*tlH.oh had. been well strengthened. and rebuilt again and our

reserves of ammunltlon and. supplles were replenished.o 2) Beinforcements

affiived., repLacing' our eva.cu.atj.ons. Abou.t this d.ate however, the Hed.lcal

0fficer was beginn;ir€ to be extremely hard. worked, and. the Malaria had" got

its grlp. Svacuations were swelling d.aily in nunbers. fhe men could. only

be got alray to the rear on carnels at night and it was very d.isastrous on

them lying all d.ay in the terrific heat with their own temperatures at t04o &

1050. A man was seldom bothered. too much about, if his temperature uas less

than 1020' Theee facts probably account for the reason that marqr of the men

we evacuated. from here never ca.ne back, either brrrning right out or getting

invalid.ed. to Australiao $o the d"ays uore on, each one being similar to its
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predecessor, except that the number of malarial sufferers was greatero

Shel.L fire was put on regularly by the Gneray morn:lng and evening, chlefly

on Mussallabeh, though some long: range gr:ns from our si.d.e had. come along and.

used to give a reciproeal fire, uhioh served to keep things sverl Our d.ug-

outs under shelving rocks were pretty safe and saved us from man1r c€l,sualties.

faaemy &eserters were eoming in d.aiIy. fhey were a poor lot and told. tales

of great cli"sorgariisatj.on in the firrkish ranks. Hvidently the Germans at this

time were beir:g turned. on and. subsequent events proved that this was trueo

0n the 11 Ar:gust, the Regt led horses, ceme up and took us (expecting *3rr

Sqd.n) back to BHQ at liladhbeh where we acted. as treserve our places in the

front line being taken by the 9 }ff"

HBH Sqd.n remained. at the Til1ut as support to the pth. l{e were reinforced

herer various drafts havir:g been sent up frorn Moatscaro Ead. it not been for

these the Regt eould. not have camj.ed. on. Our ehief d.uty consisted. in
furnlshing nounted. patrols uightly, to reconnoitre in front of Maskeraho fhe

malarj-a was still taking its daily to11, and it was hard work keeping up

effeclent organlsation. A relief was caused by a battalion on 3hilJ troops

marehing in on the 15 August, these taking over half the front line dutj.eso Ey

the 22nd.r these BHIrs had. taken over all the duties and" the Srlgade was

reU.eved at Hadhbeh at sundoi,rn on the 2]rd. inst. The 9 IH retieved. us and

tre marched. back falaat ed Dr:ram independently to the Srigade that night, glad

to be off from such ai*ful seeneso We d.id not even halt at Jericho, but going

via the old fioman road. arrj.ved. at Sumrn at 1a,m on the 21 Augusto Passed. the

d.aylight hours ln bivouac here, and. proceed"ed. again in the evenS-ng for firraho

At 10pm we passed the 2nd. Brigad.e at Sethany and by ZSOArwere passing

through Jerusalem. faking the road" d.own to Kulorrieh, one of the men and two

horses fe}l over the ed.ger and. d.own amCIng the rocks sone ]0 feet below. fhe

man was bad.ly injured", but both horses excaped. We watered. at Kulonieh at

1a,n on the 24 Augustn and" arriveti at Ift:ab at a quarter past two.
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Bivouaced. a-rnong the beautiful old. olive groves ani. terraces unti-1

)pm and. then left for Labron, arrj"ving ai; the latter place at 11pm"

Departed" from here again at )pm the next day, arid" reachedlud"d., our

d.estination, at mid.night" The state of the men throughout rhj-s journey

can be followed. by a look at the following evacuations, en routei-

Madhbeh

Talaated. Duram

Enab

Labron

1 off 19 o/R

6 o/R

1 off 5 o/R

1 off 5 o/R

tr/e presented a most distressi-ng spectacle, marching into Lud"d., over

half the horses belng led. along with enpty sad.<iles. 'Ihe H.egiment went into

the val1ey on this second" occasion 2l Officers and 401 Other Hanks strong.

While there J Officers irnd. 190 0ther Rarrlcs marehed. in from reinforcements

e'rrd oiher camps, making a totaJ" of 12 Officers, )!t O/Ranks" Ue amived at

iud.d. with I 0ff, 274 O/Ranks, making a total evacuated. from various eauses,

very chiefly rnalarj.a of 2{ Officers, 117 Ofnarir's. The only Sen-ior Officer was

Lt Col l{c},auri"n, each Sqd.n being command.ed" by jr:nior subal-terns. fhe I}rigade

was encaJnped among the olive groves and was thus screened. fron enemy aerial

observation" ileorganising was in,r:aed"iatel). entered. upon arrd. ef,fort to obtain

help in officers resulted in ) cad"ets being sent along fresh from the Zieton

training school and taken on strength. tsesides these, some of the personnel

who had. been evacuated in the earlier stages were now returning and the

reorganising work vras rapidly put on a sound footing. 0n ihe 27 August, a

big issue of ord.nance gear, includ"eo. sr,lord.s. We had for many months heard

rumours frorn tlme to 'i;ime regarding the probability of being arraed vrith this

weapon and had indeed. received a good d.ea1 of instruction in sword. exercises,

using tlie bayonet as a substituie. fhe new weapon was ea€erly welcomed. a^r:d.

all ranks were keen to become expert in its use. !ur5-ng the imrned"iate ensuing
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d.ays vigorous training was indulged in, the Officers a"rrd I'iC0rs being in-

structed first and then passed their knowledge on to the men. For three

weeks here, all d"ay long, could be seen eager swordsmen, charglng fuil tilt

at straw d.umm:les, suspended from gallows arrd. thrustirg and. cutting at

imaginary victims. The parad.e gror:nd. r*as just nea,r a huge P of 1'l comporind.,

and. the prisoners there were g?eatly interested. in our training. i$o d"oubt

they expressed satisfaction at being on the safe side of the fence, when the

real thing should. commence.

rtrarious negimental and tsrigade training schemes were caried out over

the surrorurd"ing eountry, and the troops lr,ere also instructed j-n cavalry d"rill.

The latter was Learnt very qui-ci<ly but \,ras never much used, as oux old. l,ight

i{orse clrill had becorne alrnost second nature to us.

Our campe in the groves was very comfortable, ihe men }iving in biwies.

A rvine canteen was run for the rnensr benefit anc was greatly appreciated". The

raiion issue was supplenented. b;" tire men buying frorn local canteens and a few

obtained l-iurited leave to i!g1pt.

Rrirnours 'oegan to s.cread regaraing a nevl offensive and as the early oays

of September passeu near1;. everX.thing !/as in order for fresh energencies. 0n

the 1{.thrwe received. aefir:-iie orders to get read.y to move in a few days and.

t}:e 15ttr ana 17thr saw us paeki"ng up. tsy 1600ron the iB Septernber, the

Regiment had finished. packing and. storing all gear.

A parad.e of all offj"cers vras he1d. at tsHCi, and there various and d"etailed"

instructions llere given out blr the tsgd"r trt Emmett and, 16 O/nants were sent

to report to ilead"quarters )th Cavarly }iv to assi-st in the break through

over the trenches. At l8j0rthe Regiilent joined in the Srigad.e colurnn and

moveo north to Taffa. Here bivouac was made and the troops sat d.own to

await the outcome of the infantry assault which was to commence about 0{00, the

following morning 1! September.
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All was o.ui,et that night, but from 0500ron the 19thra11 troops were

stand-ing by ready sadc-led" and packed, to move forward as the situation

d.emanded. The infaniry being entirely successful, we moved rapidly at 0800e

north ihrough $arona. As we passed along, all was bustle and excitementt

Aeroplanes and ammwrition waEons were coming arrd Soing at top p&ceo

At mid.day we rvaiered at and proceeded straight on

to $heikh Moha^rnmed. At half past seven FIsr the horses started watering ln

the lrladil but owing to unsuitable facillties off-sadd1i.ng was not conpleted

tj-1I al"most 10 0reloeku Horses vere fed, but at a quarter past mid.night,

sad.d.1i.n6 14) we$ ord.ered, and" the colirnn uoved north through Zelefe. flre march

proceeded rapid.ly, various villages being passed. and occe.sional batehes of

prisoner$ belng rorrnd.ed up. At lll0rlejjin was reached and the Reginnent

supplied. outposts and patrols while the Srigade watered. At 12 Orclock we

off-eadd.1ed, but at 1J00, the Srigad.e moved" to Tenin/leavlng the 8th Regi-nent

as reserve at Australian Dlvision 5] Head.quarters. l{e provid.ed. guard.s here

over the pri.soners captured by the 4th & lth Cav nj.vieions and who by this

tine numbered. several thousa^nds.

At half past {a.unron the following norning (et Sept), we received ord.ers

and uarched out humied.ly to ten:i.n. 0n arrival there, the place had been

captured. by the $th and. 10th lil{ Begiments and" the Regiment was made e:scort

to over 7000 prlsoner$ uith ord.ere to dellver thern to rAusdern at lrejjim.

With these prisoners vras a big' convoy, containing marry Gerrnan personnel

(inelud.ing nur$esr d.octors, ete) and about g10r000 in go1d. the few miles back

to LeJjlm took alL d.ay to aecompllsh, the buJ-k of the prisoners beirrg in an

extremely exhausted stater fhe ft,egi.ment provid-ed. 2 squadrons as guard.s on

the P of W Courpound., tLre inmates of whieh now totalled 1{.1000"

fhe intelllgence - persoruiel were sent back to fenln to assist at Brlgade

Head.quarters. 0n the 22 September, at 1400rwe started off for l.lazareth,
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passlng through El Afule, The 1)th Cav Brigade was in occupation at Narareth,

and the steep road. leading up to the heights was littered. with hr:ndreds of

captr:red. motor lorries and other transporto We took over from the 1)th

Srigade at 0!00, on the ZJxd., 2 squadrons provi-ding the defences of the town

and 1 squadron doing the town itself. The 1)th Brigad.e moved on towards

Ha-ifa and Acre" fhe 23 and 24 Septenbeq was spent in putting Nasareth in

ord.er" the whole town was littered. with enenoy ordnance and equipment. Hr:ndreds

of lorri-es, ears and motor veh*oles being found' there" she whole place had'

been taken so qu-tckly that the Serrmans had. had. not time to remove a thing"

The 14 hospitals there, were in a disgraceful stater most of the orderlies

having d.eserted. and taken the provisions r+ith them. However, with the help

of the Sisters and townefolk the patients lrere eoncentrated in two or three

of the ma;ln buiLd.lr:gs and a supply of ratioas was requisltioned. and. hurried

fo:mard. by motor fron El- Afu1e, iaa.rqr Geman drivers being put on to drive

the va3s up to us. All the troops here had. qrrite a nbeanoil on cha,mpagnet

large stocks of nhich had. been for:nd in the vieinity.

Patrols had been seat out ue1l along the Tiberias and flalfa roads;

reportlrrg all clear, 0n the 2! $eptenber, at O{JArrAil $quadron was hurried.ly

sent off to reconnoitre tlberias on the Sea of Gal1i1ee" It wae d.ifficult

to keep up oommunications r+ith this $qdnr but eventually a Srigade party at

IvIt fabor gtot in touch and reported that the 8th $qrradron, in eonjunction with

a squadron of the 12th LE and some a^wroured. carsr had. captured. the place at

1500, with but little reslstanee on the part of the enemy. Eor this action

Major MacPherson was subsequently awarded. the 3S0 and" Lt $tubbs the HC"

About 20 Gerroans and. a few furks were captured here. 0n receipt of this news

the Srigad"e humies through vj.a Nazareth and the Regiment joined in the column

on the north sid"e of the town. Tiberias was reached at 050CIr and the 8th

Brovid.ed. patrols to cLear the villages and country to the north and. alorrg
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the Sa,maseus road,

3y noon, tiberias had. been put in order and the eolumn moved down

to the shores of the leke snd the men and horses enjoyed. a g'ood" d"ayr s

sl*imming. the water of the Lake was quite fresh and. good. d.rinking. Svery-

one had a splend.id d*y. At I olc}ock next morn:in6:, however, we were off,

ags.in al"ong the }amascus toadn fhe paoe was consta.nt and Zprn found. us

facing the Jordan near Kusr Abra. A force of the enernJr, mostly Sermansr was

here however, and. offered. a resistanoe to the crossing. fhe bridge had

already been blown up, and the enemy had. poated nen on the high ground over-

looking the ford. 3y 1!00n after a sharp bit of fightingl we were aeross the

Jord.en uith the 10th Lig'ht llorse. Guldes were left uith eigual lamps to

direct the rest of 3rj.gad.e to the ford in the pitch darknees and. tbe 10th and

8ti: &,egiments under a grr:id.e, nade onuard. The gu:lde missed the road. and. Ied.

us a most dlfficult track up on to the high plateau, but eventually after much

toII and a few mlshaps with the packs, the road was again found. and Tat Ashsein

was reached. at 4a.rn. We halted and rested here nea;r a large enemy anmun:itlon

d.ump. Just after surrlse, conm::nieation was established. vith Brigad.e. At half

past six, ) enemy planes flew over a 1ow altitude and. bombed. troops at or:r

rearr four of our Blanes were quickly on the scene and no further trouble

uasr errpexj.ence&"

3y 0p00r $e were off a6aln, the H,egiment acting as advanoe guard. the

country began to get exceedingly rou6h and it was almost imposslbl"e for the

horseg to get along except on the road.. lde reaehed. teba without mueh

opposition, but as no water was available there, we moved. on to the hlad.l north

of Kurej.tra. We stayed here until 1500, on the next d.ay 29 Septenber, and then

moved on towards }amaseuso At d.usk the eolumn reached. $asa, where the enemy had.

secured and" prepared a good. position overlooking the road. fhe situation for

us $as very difficult as movement off tbe road was alnost impossible for the
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horseso fhe 9th and 10th attaeked, butmad.e no impression. The situation

had. to be cleared. by daylight as the whole ad.vance would be de).ayed. At

half past 2amothe Bth were sent in on a frontal attack touch was gained with

both the 9th and 10th on the flanks, but lost as the line moved forward in

the darkness. However, the 8th (2 Squad.rons) went right onrand inside of

half an hor::r had. aleared the whole position, capturing 5 machine grJrrsr 'Ihe

enemy bolted, but were intereepted. by the 10th on the road and captured. At

dawn we vrere at Sasa, where the horses were watered antl brealcfast indulged in.

3y ?ara we were off again i;o attack the Katana, $a6nata, Kisr.re line the

d.efences south of larnascus. we could see the later place by 0900, and the

nj.vision attacked. near Kankab, about that time. fhe 4th Brigade d.id. the

frontal work, while the )rd l3rigade swept to the left. A11 that day our

progress was slow, owing to the eneiny resistance onour rightr but at 1700rwe

had taken up a posj"tion overlooking the Seirut road.. the ii.egiment was held

in reserve except 1 squad"ronrwhich was sent oui to the left to intercept trains

or stra3, bod"ies of prisoners. All though the night little sleep r*as obta^Lned..

In the city, belovr us on the right, huge fires and e4plosions were going on

ever),.where. Rhe Germans destroying the huge wireless plant and d.epots. At

{a.m on the 1 October, the colu:nn noved. do'*n to the Seirut road" through Dumar

and. through the streets of Da^mascus. [he road at ]r:rnar was bloeked with

corpses and animals and waEons. Our machine gunners had caught a cohum

escaping here ihe night before and. wiped" it out. A train !/as on the siding,

filled vrith baggage and spoils. In the streets of Daruaseus itselfr the

inhabitants turned. out and gave us a great weloome, thror.ring flowers and

giving fruits to the troops. 'Ihe whole place was in a dreadful state of

confusion and a good. d.eal of rifle shooting was going ono

We moved straight through to the other sid.e a.nd. then out throu6h the

vineyard"s to Durna on the Aleppo road. fhe Regiment was in reserve to the
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Brigad.e, but two squadrons were sent up to the front vhere the 10 IJ{ was

havir.rg. trouble rrrlth a large enemy columrr, who were makirrg a d.etermined.

rearguard standp near ifiran Ayash.

A good. number of Gernan prisoners was sent on during the afterrioon.

the X,eglment was now seattered, all over the route from Damascus to

Kharr Ayash, on vatrious duties, Late in the afteraoon, howeverr parties

bega.n to Join up Head.quarters again and the Regiment was ord"ered into bivouac

alnong the vineyardgo Forage and. rations were reqtuisitioned from the inhabltants

and a good nightts sleep r.ras gained. 3y d.awn a troop had been sent out to

reconnoitre toward Khan Ayash and a Jarnrword was received to saddle up and"

hurry out as about 2000 of the eneqy r+ere trying to nake pway on the Aleppo

road and the patrol troop vas in d.anger of being arurihilated. A hu:ried.

gallop was made for ! nriles, but on arrival it was found that the 9th lll

Reg,iment who were carntrred I nriles nearer the seene had. galloped the eneqy, r+ho

capltulated. without nueh resistanee. fhe rest of the d.ay was spent on out-

post round Khan.[yash, but all passeit quietlyo fhe two sueeeeding days ]

and. 4 0ctober, were spent at this p1aeel late on the afternoon of the 4thr

the Briga.de column moved. through Duma en route to Kaukab on the south sid"e of

na,nascus. fbe coh:ron passed. through the city streets late in the night and.

bivouaced near the roadsid"e just clear of the tovln at midnlght. 3y 0850,

next mornirrg*we r+rere movlng to Tudeide where we stayed. until the pth and.

then moved south of Kaukab, rohere a big P of W Conrpor.ind. containing about

201000 prisoners was being guarded" by the 10th LiI.

$ickness begaa to grow extreme}y prevalent amorg the men and. malaria

and ehol-era and. d.ysentery were feared. lt Slanfield succrxnbed to Cholera in

Da"rnascus errd the daily evacuations averaged. about I to hospj.tal. the men

however, were enabled to enjoy a good. rest here as each d.ay a draft of )00

or 400 prisoners would be borrowed. from the Compound. and these were employed.
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in cleaning the carnp a.nd grooming the horses, etc. our men merely super-

vising. The amangement gave iinmenge satisfactlon to both sidesr our ehaps

taking great d.elight in bossing the Jackos, whiLe the Jackos thenselves naade

backsheesh in the way of rations and stray piastres. fhe nenst heal.th

generally i-nproved and rations were supplenented by purchases of eggg and

sheep etc, from suxrounding vi11a4:es" 0n the 18 0ctober, a wire was received"

conta;ining following'awards for good work donel-

3456 set tri lvi lliuia,ms

1566 t/C J Thompson

1507 tbr ShLer

2952f?:AEPerry.

All Mllitary Medalso

About thj-s d.ate a party of I Offieers and 6 O/nar*s ascended Mt Henon,

taking 2 days to do the trip. fhis party ro$.de their horses to the very

summ:it 9800 feet, a perforrtrarrce nhich only serves to enhance the sterll-ng

qualities of the Australian remor:rt. Unfortunately no photoo uere proccured

of the trip, but it is probable that these are the only horses that have ever

aseended" that snowy old peak"

0n the 27tin of the month, the Srigade moved en route toward.s Alepps

vla Homs. $uocessive bivouacs were nade at Tobarp Khan Kusseirr Kubeife,

$ebk and Homs. 0n arrlvaL at Homs the news of the Ar:mistlce with turkey cane

through and though reeeived without any show of Jubilationr everlr man wa.s

extremely relieved. that the eentral Powers were begiruring to crumble.

At Homs we settled. down to awa"it fi:rther ord.ers as nohi the whole

ca,mtrra5.gn on this front was held up pendlng the negotiations. 0n the )thr we

heard of the news of Austriare Arxuistlce, and the follouirg decoratlons came

through bY wiret-

Major L A W lttacPherson MC Awarded D$0
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IJt R H l3orbidge

Z/Lt J irT stubbs

awarded i{C

award.ed i,tC

0n the 5 tlovember, the Srigad.e moved. for Tripoli, ?he journey down was

d.one nost of the way along the coast, the end of the Lebanan i/iountains being

crossed over. The weather was extrernely cold throughout especially in the

inountains. iJveryone was pleased. on arrival at tripoli and a Camp site r,ras

picked. at i',iegde1aya, aJnong the olive groves. A good ca.Inp was rnad.e herer but

the weather was extremely wet and cold. and the horses suffered. greatly,

Nine 0fficers and 140 other ranks arived from i/ioascar camp on the 18 }iovember,

per boat, and these mad.e a great deal of difference to tho routine uork.

Comforts and clothing begarr to arrive and whoLe outlook brighteneri considerablyo

0n the 12 }ecember, the Regiment moved to a new camp site on the

beach south of 'l'ri,poli. She new camp proved much better protected than the

one just vacated anC the contrast frorn mud to soft sea-sand being greatly

felt and appreciated. fhe horses especially derived. much benefit in the

changeo

Preparations began to iake place for Christraas celebrations and sports

and. football matches were the order of the oay. Yery little training was

ind.ulged i"n, only just sufficient to keep the men fj"t. Canteens d"id a

roaring trad.e ancl a good many extras were procurable in l'ripoli to help along

the ration issueo Regimental Funds were d"rawn on freely to purchase potatoes

and vegetables, and all ranks enjoyed this ca-urp greatly. Conmod"ities hovevert

were at d"read.ful prices, and had it not been for a timely visit from

Lt Col Austin, inspecting yl"{CAr s, r,rho not only gave our funds a large

donation, but also put us on the track of Comfort !''und money whieh had been

remitted from Australia and had. gone astray, we would have fared rnuch wors€r

Leave parties were aliowed to ride up to the Cedars of, Lebanon at

Sesharri, a tr5-p which usually extend"ed. over four or five day's artd was much
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&ppreciated., while sms.ller parties were aIlowed. d.own to Egytrrtr going by

stearaer to Port Sa-ido

She weather $as remarkably good and the climate fine, 0n1y 20 miles

a,way, but appeari.r.g' to the vi.sion much ne&rer were the splendld lrebanon

Flountalns, 12000 feet high and crowned with snow far down thei.r sid.es, and

1t nas a remarkable though fairly frequent sight to look up and see sno$sto:ms

ragiry there; arhile we were enjoying good bracing weather below.

Ieeember and. Januarypassed.quickly by. Everyone had" picked up in

oond"itlon and. enjoyed. himself thoroughly. Soth Brigad.e and }ivision held

sports early in tr'ebrr:a"ry, some of our nen d.olrrg fairly well in the various

events. 0n the uight of the 11 Februaryl a b5.g stomr blew d.own nost of our ca,npt

and. the rceather lras bad for a few dayso Rumour began to talk deraobilisation and

certa"in of the persoru:el were sent d.own to Moascar for early repatriation.

Yarious preparations were gone through for the hone going and on the 18

X'ebrua,rXr the AS& inspected. and. classified. our horses, all fit and. eervlee-

abLe arri"maLs were to go to the British Aety while the lmservleeable ones

raere to be shot. Altogether from the Reginent about 210 horses vere hand.ed

ov6rr and about 200 nere destroyed.. lltre latter eut a very pathetic and

grotesque picture; the last ferr days pri.or to their destm.rction, their manes

and. ta-ils being elipped for the halr. 0n the 19 Februaryp we sa:id goodbye

to our horses with mar:y a regretful si&r but we were keBt busy on this and

the next day packing W for embarkatlon to Egytrrt. All our saddlery and heaqy

gear were hand.ed in to ordance at fripoli.
0rd.ers from l{ead.quarters were nost conflicting and confusing but after

nuch worry we finally Sot away from eamp, the Reginent marehing d.ismounted.

doun to the tripoli wharves, (our personal gear being sent on in wa6ons) *nd

from here we were taken in lighters to the $.S. ilEllengatf and put aboardo

The following day we were joined. by the 9th tleht Horse ft.egiment and sailed
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for Port $ai.d on the 22 FebruarSro Arrlved at Port $a;id on the 2]rd., and. dis-

enbarklng uarched. stra:ight to waiting tra;tns and r+ere imnediately paoked. off

to Kantara, where we changed. trains and were shrinted. off to fi,afa on the borders

of Palestine and llgrpt and" the scene of one of our momorable flghts, though

at thie tj-me the home of the Anzac Mounted. Sivision, Within a few d.ays rre

had got nicely settled. at Rafa, but then someone woke up and found" we should.

have boen at Moascar. Accordingly on the ) March, we rrere again entrained and.

sent back, arriving at Uloascar late j-n the afternoon, after a 15 hour Journey.

Just mad.e a home ffiain, when on the 1! Ittareh, trouble broke or:.t in Sgypt.

I{ajor lrlacFherson was sent with a parff of 50 to fragazi.g and qutckly got that

place under eontrol, but as the trouble kept spread"ing rapid1y in the

provinces the whole H.egiment was despatched. to Zagazlg on the 16th, tt3"

$quadron being mountedo f\lo d.ays at this place and. then the Regiment was

given the sector of railway between Zagazig and Ber:rl:a to control. Head.quarters

were stationed. at M:lnet e1 Ga.ah a big town about nidway in the sectorl while

rrAr' & rr0n Squadrons lrere strr.rr4g out in parties along the liae, o3n Squadron

(nowrted) and. a fa;Lr reserve being kept at $inet el Ga,mh" Fron the d,ate of

the Beginents arrival here, there rras no fi:rther trouble in this d.lstrict,

the only incj.clent of note occ'i:rirg when a patrol und.er Lt Lunn, furnished. by us

No Zagazig head.quarters ran into some natives attenpting to da.ma6e the }1ne.

It was a complete surtrrrise and. before the nativee cou1d" get away through the

crop about sixty were shot. Hithj-n a few days practically the whole of the

!e1ta from Ca;lro to Alexand.rj.a - ?ort $aid. was being patrolled. by Australian

troops and t*as completely und.er eontrol, only a very few isolated instances of

rioting occurring. Upper Hgypt however, was not so quickly put in ord.er and.

a good d.eal of sacking and. looting lras prevalent a.mong the larger towns on the

mai.n railvay. Toward.s the end. of Mareh the lulounted Squadron was used for

patrolling the outlyirg vi1la6es of the Markaz and the 1 April, 100
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mounted men were sent to !Li.t Sharor and. detached" to the GOC Zagazlgo

['i:ese returned on the 6 April, but 75 of them were sent on to Silbeis on the

Btheto help the troops already there, eeipeciaLly at the large Prisoners of

War camp. All ranks were enjoying the life here immensely. the dutles were

practically nil and the opportunities of seeing Hgyptian life were greato

We rtrere quartered in the heart of the euLtivatlons and Just at harvest timeo

fi.egimental fitrds provS-ded eggs and vegetables extra to the ordirrary rations

agd a fa;ir supply of good. fish was obtained from the canals" fhe weather

was cool arrd. very pleasant a,nd there was no d.usto Crioket proved. a gEeat

favourite and Squadron and froop eonpetitions took place every dayo

Hajor Y H i{alker (mC) left for Australia early repatri.ation on the

26 April, a3d he was follosed a few days after by Flajor Crar*fordr Lt Jeru:er

and. lt Cagington, and about ?0 other rarrks who r+ere granted Srrglish leave.

gapta:i"n H lvlesrath (UtC) was prouoted in Major Walkerr s place to co:anand"

trSrt Squadron, and Captain t S Austin was appointed ad.jutant, while Lieutenants

Cowe1l & Peppercorn were promoted Captalns.

0n the 8 Ma1rr nAil $quad.ron took over the horses and moi:nted duties frol[

nBil the latter then doing dismounted dutles at Mlnet-e1-&a,uh.

0n the 16 tjlay, the Regiment (less il3'r $quadron) moved to Zagarig preparatory

to a general move back to Moascar for embarkation rt3r $quad.ron remaining to wateh

the Minet sector. A3.3" passed quietly untiL the end of month ar:d 1 June and 2

Jr:ne the fi.eginent coneetrated at Moasea,:r. the chan6e from the cool green

cor:ntry to the heat arid sand vras greatS-y felt especial.ly by the malaria meno

Ireave was granted. to Cai.ro and. Jertrsalem to sma1l parties weekly and sBorts

agd criket and. svirnming were indulged. fhere was no drLlt and. indeed. the

weather was too hot for an5r woxkr fhe troops wexe beginning to gro*i restless

regard.ing d.emobilisation and. almoet each day brought along fresh rwaours

regard"ir:,g d.ates of ea;[11n6o However, exactly after a monthr s wait on the
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1 and. 2 July all ordnanee stores and eqruiprnent wera hand"ed. in to the

Depots and Lt Coi" Ialy and llead.quarters staff went to Port Sai& to take over

shlp duties on H.M.A.T. rtlylaLtarro The naorning of the )rd, sav the Regiment

entrained. at Moascar at 9an and. by noon all had. been safely allotted to

mees decks aboard the ship at Kantara" Sesld"ee the ft.eginnental personnelt

the ship also had the folloulng troops on Boardl-

and these with the 525 of the fleginent made a grand. total of 1015.

the ship was frightfully overcrowd.ed. and there was no space avaJ"lable

for arry exercise or aJnusements" fhe narzow mess decks r,,rere sinply stifling

in the fieree Sgrptian heat and. it was quite inpossible to stay below any ler:gth

of time. Tkre r&ole a.rrangements regar&i.ng aceommod.atj.onrefl.ected.gpreat d.is*

cred.it on the responsS"ble persons, and. 1n such cond.itions it is not to be

wondered at that the nen g:ive trouble or that epld.em:Lcs break out when sueh

amangementu prevaiS-. Happily the food was both good. and. plentiful and thls

meant mueh.

Karrtara was left at 1.70pwrwe passed through $uez before midn:ight and

rnorning found. us well down the Hed. Sea. ttre days went by wlth everybody

stifled. with heat and alnoet unable to bear the cra,mped quarters. Luckily

the weather kept ealm for the first few days so we did. not have the horrors

of sea sickness added. to our m:lseqy, untl1 beyond. Aden we Str"uck the monsoons

l,*ren the weather beeame ror:g;her and. sllghtly cooler.

It took us untiL the 15 Julyr to reach Coloubo, where a tour to Kandy had.

been promised. provid.ing arrangeinents allowed. for such. The troops were paid. prior

to d.isembarking, so $ere able to have a good spree ashore. the Kand.y trip

came off alright and proved. nost enjoyable, the Beenery heing magnificent and

tne weatner ll-nee
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Co}ombo and surround.irrgs was thoroughly e:qplored. and cars end

rickshaws did. a g;reat trad.e. fhe troops behaved. splendid.ly a.nd. the

resid.ents expressed their pleasure at the hehaviour of the meno fhe

ship sailed on the 18 Julyr at 5am and strr.rck fa:irly heavy ueather ln the

south east trad.er. It grer* much coLd.er and everybody brlghtened up con-

sid.erably in spirits and. health. fhe food" however, uas not nearly so good.

as it has been, as the ship had" been unabLe to replenlsh much at Colombo

owing to the sea.manr s strj-ke. The ships staff did. everything possi.ble to

keep the stand.ard. good and. on the whole there was very Ilttle grr:mbling;

a a big improvement being promised as soon a,s lre reached tr'remantle, and. the

Bromj.se was fulfilled. }'remantle was reached. late in the afternoon of the

2! July, but we were aot given a clear ship i:ntil the morn-ing of the ]0 Ju1y.

flhe troops ltere allowed leave for the day and. maa;r net friend.s and relatlves.

fhe peoB]e of the west treated. us royally and everyone had a. very happy d.ayo

Not a soul, but was bubbling with elatj.on and. excitement, and Australj.a

a$ seen at the west fulfilled our expeetations.

'Ihe South Australian arro ilest Australian troops arirouniing to

all rarrlcs, said good.bye to us here and by noon on the ]1 July. We were off on the

final sta6e for home. the voyage across the Sight was good, the weather being

very bracir:gr a strong uind from off shore b1eu, but the se&. was not rough.

I'eelir:gs can be iraa,gined as ve slghted the Head.s and. there was mueh

ehatter as ve sailed. through the Hip, thence on to Portsea, where we anchored

about 2pm. During the afternoon the quarantine authori.ties ca.me aboard., and"

after takirrg our temperature pronounced. the ship eleanl so at 4.50pm the skrip

uP-anchored. and ar+ay for the GeLlibrand [ight, near which r+e anchored for the

night read.y for an early disembarkation at the New pier at Port ltlelbourne,

next morrring the f Ar:gust, and. the aru::iversa.qy of our great tregedy on

GaL-Ltr.poJ-].e



n^ntul

Everyone was astir at 4a,m and by pa.rn all Yictorian troOps had-

dlsenbarked., by 10a.m not a soul was left, all having been quickly whlsked.

awa,y to the nepot in motor cars loaned. for the oeeasion. [he parad.e on

the pier was the final parade of the 8th tisht Horse, a rather ing3"orious

affair eonsid"ering the occasion. However, in the excitement of it aIle

nothing coherent could be done, and perhaps at some future d.ate, opportunity

will be forthcoming for the personnel to gather together again. One thing

is sgre the name of 8th tight Horse shines as bodly and nobly as any Unit

of the AIF for work aeeomplished. wel"l and. d.uty bravely done.
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Everyone $as astir at 4a.m and. by gaur alt Yictorian troOps had.

d.lsenbarked, by 10ara not a soul was 1eft, all having been quickly whisked.

arnray to the nepot in notor cars loaned. for the occasion. The parad.e on

the pier was the fj"nal parade of the 8th tight Horse, a rather ingl"orious

affa;ir eoneid"erirrg the occasion. Howeverl in the exeitement of i.t all,

nothing coherent coul"d. be done, and perhaps at sorne future d.ater opportun:ity

will be forthcoming for the personr:el to gather together again. One thing

is sire the narae of Bth tisht Horse shines as bod.ly and" nobly as ar:y Unit

of the AIS for work aceomplished. well a:rd d.uty bravely done.



In givlng you in the next few m;inutes $ome account of your fi,egiment.

\- I propose to take you qui.ckly over practically the whole of our journeyings

from our fo:rnation to demobilisation. fhere w111 be no tlme to go into d.eta;iI

tonight, but should arry of you desire any particular info:mation or figures

at anytime, I vrould. be very pl"eased to fi:rnish you r+ittr those in my

possessiono

fhe Regi-ment was formed. at Sroadmeadows in Octobey 1914, from about

1000 men. [hen in the Light Horse d.epot, roost of whom had. been in the camp

eince earLy September. At that time it was thoqht that it r,rould. be named

the 6th IJI and form portion of the 2LH Srigade. Under our exteemed. frlend.

General flyrie" Ilowever, in the foruatj.on of the different quotes, we

eventually eame to be called the Bth LE and fo::med a portion of the }rd IrI{

Srigad.e und.er General Hughes.

lle eubarked on the 24 Februa4y, and. teached Egypt on the Easter Sr:nday

{ April"

T0 MSI{.A,

28 Aprli" to HeliopoLie raoeeourse

14 I'{aJr entra:ined to Alexan.ri.a

15 Hay embarked Menomnrie for DardeneLles

19 l\tay at 9am Cape Helles nea^lr Biver Clyde

'\, BACK t0 Lru,fl{o$

21 May torped.o boat d.estroy

24 Hay, 
- -.. ,. artristice

25 May trtriumBhrt went d"own

27 Jr:ne MJr Gregory, Capt Crowl and 5 0/n

It Col l{hite and 14 others r*ounded.

29 June firrkish attack



J August nGhargerr

13 off fiI a/8. kilIed

4 Off S1 0lB wounded

$trength before charg'e over 600 men

5 $eptember $trength was ! Officers and 30 O/n UffeA

at lii1l 6Q.

I $eptember to fable top we lost ] of our 0fficers here,

ItIaJor $cott (UffeA) and Major l{icholas had

coumand. consecutivelY

End of $epteaber Cold. weather started

Early in October 1st stolm

18 October Col Maygar took command.

1] November It llalker and 41 O/n to Mu*ios

20 Secember Euacuation



Heads list sf Casualties

Joined utrt

Casualties

uaking all

Srigades Casualties

}ead 24?4

Uonndad. 5104

Hissing 6

Prlsoners 91

7897

(s"ay

T'aug

4 Aug

57 759

148 1428

0ff

121

55

5W"

123

106

152

0a

?211

656

3#,

1760

1514

1785

Approxo

1

2

v

4

Flisc

[otaI 5s6 7241

0f Original iLec,t

7827

JB came hone vlth Unitr 9 of those were 0fficers

pronoted in field..

Crasford went to egland)

1915 Walkers Rid,ge 13 CIff 157 o/X Killed

rr {. off 81 0/R Wound.ed"

$trength before the charge over 500 men

4 weeks after 5 Off 10 O/fr. 14 fit for work

1916 Bomarrl 2 Off 20 CI/fr. Killed 50 wounded.

(country in Sada)

then EoYston came'

15 Sept Mazar 2! nile waterless stretch

21 Tec Maghd.aba , 0ff, 10 0/n Kl1led & Wound.ed 1)50 prisoners

9 Jan nafafl 1600 prisoners

25 March 1st Saza

19 April Zrld. Gaza 2 off, 14 0/R Ki11ed" & d.ied. hlound.ed 5 off, fi 0/n

28 October Convoy to E$ANI Gen Wilson

11 0etober Seersheba CoI Ma,Ygar

2 November Khuwelfeh 1 Off 5 01Ar 11 Oln rsounded.



1g1T

7 Nov Sheria to Huj

Menshiye - SunmelL l Kil1ed., 1 wor.rrded. missing, 2 Offr 5 0/n w"

)0 Nov ff} Burj In positlon at 2200. Fighting at 2400. 2 Off, 5 O/n

kj.lLed. ? 0ff, 35 A/X wounded, ! died.. RSF 1 Off, 1 A/fr Killed

wounded. Yeomanry 1 O/n wor:nded. Captures 5 Off, 100 0/nt

I M Gr:ns, 120 d.ead..

12 }ee Horses bombed. {8 d.estroyedr 18 wounded..

14 1kiL!.edrlcapturedt

15 ConscriBtion Po1I.

19t e

2 Jan Kefr Rut.

I SeLah

]0 April Es $aLt 1 off, 4 O/9. kill"ed $ A/n wound.ed.
to

5 ffiay Total captures Germans 2 Off 48 O/fr.

Surks 28 Off 711 O/k

Our captures 119, 28 M Guns

22 lqey Solomon Pools

15 June Mussal-labeh went in 7, Off 4A1 O/fr.

11 At:g Madhbeh reinfcts 7 Off 19A tr

25 Ar:g tudd 12 n ,91 rt

Evaeuated. 24 " 117 rt

Arrived. at lrudd. I rr 274 rr

19 Sept Srokethror:gh , Ma.reh lvloasear

2? Nazareth 15 fragazLg

29 $asa 1 Jwre Moascar

10 Damaseue 5 JuIy Malta

1 lec Homs J August llome

10 fripoll
22 Eah 1919 Rafa



A.it''fi:tt GiiLiIPOLI

The ,i'roops reached iieliopolis ano the camp where the tiorses

haC been 1eft, as the ilegiment went to Gallipoli as infarttry.

0n1y one man of the original Unit (Trooper }river) who had.

not -heen off the Peninsula throughout the canpaign.

1J V,arfn 1)15 After reorgan-Lsatj.on the Regiinent moved to the east side cf

the Suez Canal about I nniles and on the 21 i'{arch, conducted

a raif. on a smalL lurkish outpost at l'iad.i ltiucksheibr eapi;-uring

40 prlsoners anci d.estroying the water reservoirs there.

Anr.{" tiay tl5 Trained in co-operation with the Infantry ijattalions proceedingnP! a

to -f'rance. 11 of o'*r personr.el reeeiving corarnissions with the

Infantry beeause of their Gallipoli experi-ence.

{ August lhe }tegiment entered into the Romani Battle a.nd with the

Srigad.e pursued. the Turkish forces wttil the !th, r"here the

chase practically end"ed. at Jlad.a oasis. '*e haci lost 2 officers

and 20 kitled. and 5 Officer and" 40 Other l1anks wound'ed.

'de retr:rned to Rornani caijlp.

21 & 21 Dec El Arish was oceupied.

Iriaghdaba redoubt attacked. ano captured our losses, 4 Officers

arrd 10 Other lierks kilIed., 1550 prisoners and 4 gr:ns captured- and

red"oubt d.estroyed.

B/9 Jan 1917 Rafah redoubt raided and destroyed 1600 furtish prisoners.

25 iliaxeh 1st Gaza attaek. This atiack was virtuall-y successful but at

su:rd.otvn, ccnplete wlthorawal orders came from Gen i{urrayr s

head.quarters 300 mi-les back at Cairo anci the seige of Gaza was

maintained ur:til the end" of lieptember. The enormous casuali;ies

over these rnonihs should. never have beeno



Apri/$ept Yarious ski:rmishes, Ator*einch 1! April, bein6 the moet

inportant fi,eglments casualties 2 Officers, 14 O/nar*s ki}led.

and 5 0fficer, 54 O/nar*.s wounded.

31 Sept Seersheba our C.0. Lt CoI lvlaygar Y.C. killed..

2 & ) Nov Khuwelfeh, 1 Officer, , O/fr killed, 11 wound.edo



)0 l{ov 1917

1918

Up to April

! April

J0 April

Jrrne

to/t5 tul:y

IE.Eitli.ii"*JA IC J;:.riUSaL;u'T

El 3urj. Probably the greatest iittle fight in this whole

front. The llegiment took over a section of the line at El

Burj in late afternoon fron the Roya1 Scottish fusiliers

and the Gloueester Yeomanry. No. the horses had" been sent

well back the ltegimental s-urerrgth for line duty was only

108 ra"rks. A picked Sattalion of turks of 500 strong attacked.

at rnid.r:-ight" Iiand to hanc fighting in the rock sangars was

terrific. 3y d.awn the wnole battalion had been wiped. out

either kil}ed, wounded or captured. Our losses were ] Officert

11 A/R kil1ed ana 2 Officers, 11 Afilands wounded most very

servely. Ihe B.egiment received j-mmediate awards of 2 i{i}itary

Crossesl2 Dist Cond"uct Medale, and much eulory from ;izmy

Corurand.. .iiack at ihe horse lines, 4 0/nar::<s arid" 28 horses

wounded" and" 48 horses kitled. be enemy air raid..

fo Beleh and" on the 1!th on route to Jordan Val1ey.

Ils Salt Sattle. 1 0fficer, 4 O/itant<s kitled, 19 O/X wound'ed.

li,egiment captrired over 800 prisoners, includ1ng 50 Gerlnanso

Ai^rard.ed- 2 iiilitary Crosses errd 1 ioiilitary I'ledals"

Solomonr s Pools camp resting.

To Iiusallabeh .in the Jord"on Yalley.

fhe }teginent marched. j-n

was reinforeed. by

marched J.n Lud.d. Ca.np

Total casualties from vrounds

and sickness (l'{alaria)

2! Officers

7n

4o1 o/R

1!g tt

42

I

591 ,

274 '|r

24 117 'r



1! sept rhe last big offensi.ve culminating in the capture of

Iamaseus and the enC of the ?urkish ca:npaign on j1 Oetober,

1918.

1919

2J Feb Arrived" at Kantar from Tripoli thence baek to Rafa.

] I{arch Returned to irioascar

1! ii{arch Egyptian ltationalist rlsing

Regiment to Zagazig and j',fi.net eI Gamp

1 & 2 June Sack to iiioascar

? T.-r --, .Jury At Kantara embarked per ss j,ialta for Australia.

7 August Arrived" at i:'jelbourne and. d.emobiiised"

after {yrs ano 6 jilonths absence.


