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EX NORTHERN EXPLORER

PATROL REPORT

Ptl: 9A

Unit: A Sgn 8/13 IR

AN A TTAT &
A0 GUALNA
Maps: Name : MeDrill Creek .7,

Number: 526011

Series: R722

Scale: 1150000

1. Size and Camposition of Patrol:

Ptl Cand gaor o, Carrinston MEDIC

e i o LA sz

2IC SGT J, Xoschel ATT Patrol 403

SIG ICPL R, Van De Velde ATT

Scout TR D

25 Mission: Patrol 94 +o cordu

within boundaries to identif crossing points in wei and ar

3

seasons for A and B vehnicles.
3. Brief Summary of Operation:

the patrol consisted of 2 % APC infilfrom GR 119123, Due o time

restrictions the AQ wag divided into three araeas. with nortion of

2 areag only being able 1o he recorned.

A 4/19th PWLH Patrol, 10B, was -laced under command of Patrol OA,

with orders to work as a pair.




180RZN g ¢
DTG of Infil: 18083CI Sep 88

Insertion Route and Method

: From GR 478781 N,¥. via Stuart Highwey
then SW along road at GR 031003 “hen north along track at GR 115908
to GR 119123, Movement by Unimog and M113A1 on flat bed Mack tru ks,
5. DIG of Exfil: 1816301 Sep 88
6. Ptl Route: See Annex A.
7. Terrain: Flat, well wooded, with numerous ant hills to “m similar
to Xing Hiver AO,

Off the scrape/ramp,

into the »nit and ready %o zoe




Conduct

On arrival at infil loc established comms with QA using
72 Radio with dipole antenna erected, Constructed

LZ for rotary winged aircraft., TUnloaded 11347 oft
Mack trucks using a scrape at GR 118107, Orders were

S
"then issued to the Patrols. It was also noted that on

ot the llack trucks with an APC on, was bogged in the sand,
the second APC was off loaded and was used to tow the
Mack truck out of the sand.

When O confirmed that the "VIP" was not going to arrive
at this loc, the patrol commenced at 1145hrs to GR 068154
Ihe Fergusson River was then aporoached ana found to have
two stepred steep banks on the eastern s !
‘he patrols dismounted and walked dowm To r
It was noted that drif't wcod was caugh ﬂ““% up in tree
branches zpprox 15 - 25m aizn, indicati h

the river the wet seasom.
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This 1s 2 possible crossing site for & ven with extreme
gifficully re ne”ohac;:: u“e e=s+ern banik, This possidle
crossing could only be used in ithe dry seacsone. "here was
also, nu h

merous pools of water in the iver bed, The River

was 11 the meain channel and crystal clear,
When the nauroL continued, the fwo vehicles split up with
03 sent along the River and 94 going MNE zlong the
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R.Ve for the two vehicles was a2
nole,

a track not marked on the map,
3 where a suitable & & B ven
C was driven across this

15 extremely ;n‘iiely that

continued NE alon
e river to G2 1C01
crossing was Located. The =
crossing voint to contirm,.

this crossing ¢ e in
of devths ur to 2Cm, which would result in fast ¢

currenis,.
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The patrol then returned viz same route to 2,V. with 103,
Patrol 703 revoried the presence of deep ravines along the
rivers vank to the SW, vic GI 046150, meking any crossi
point their imvossibtle in either wet or Season.

The +vo "ehicLes then returned to Infil v»oint to be loaded
onto Iiack truc for journey back to Tindal RAAT Base,
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9. Results of Encounters with Civ:

Whilst at the infil/exfil point %4 separate civilian vehs and cers

observed our presencee .n accordance with orders we did not initiate

Iy

any ccnversationse

dust orior £0 ewfil, a Jone civilian who said his name was "Kim"

stopped his motor vehicle and engaged us in conversatione He was
jS)¢ g2z

keen to know if we had observed any mobs of pigs or cattlee

ried him as to the number of vehicle cross

erzusson River, within our boundarisse He

was definitely only the one, that being the cro

located =t Gr 100183,

I queried him as to where the track running

20int zoes to, He was extremely vague in %
d
na

,J o
D ct

advzsea that there
sing wnhich we had

SE from the crossing
his rcr:rd and after
tr
v

attemoting to relate the crossing point an to the map, 1
was obvicus that he was not familiar with .ﬂt*on by map and
shrugzed the enguiry off by saving words to ,re effect; "' Aw (sic/
that orobably runs off to Jacky Fawcetts (sic) block, he's zot a

block up there somewheres The civilian was armed with riile and oig dc

10. Map Corrections/Variations:

Refer trace at Annex i, The track and crossing point is considered

to bte accurate to plus or minus 75 metrese




11. Miscellaneous Information:

-~

Was

The versatility of an APC was sroven when one

used to tow

one of the Mack tracks which, whilst loaded

with another APC,

had

became bocged in sand while attempting to turn about,

off the

formed

roade

o

Tnt Sec

L/Cpl Wilson OIC of the Tpt tion accompanied our Ptl

Fergusson River and took some film of our ops on his video

canmerae

e

t becomes available will be most useful

=N

s film, when

ii

in

depicting
£ o ]

the terrain, vegetation encountered and the actual

12. Condition of Patrol:

The morale of the »tl members was hi

crossing

~

soint locatec

e were delighted
comms :1th OA from o most distant

that we had again

-
our

record as the only APC ptd to be able to con
Most members were feeling rather weary when

reached, with the Ptl Comdr feeling very weary an
a headachee Our liaison with 15 Tot Sgn was

iced water availzable for us upon our returne

13. Conclusions and Reconmendations:

)

the vorevious da

n

vs osatr

area was allocated to be adequately reconned in the

uced by waiting for the VIP

members
However

were
- Cnce

disaspointed wnen this did not occure
commenced all pers resconded vositivel

v and

confidently to locating a crossing pointe.
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Due to the tight timings we did not re. erect the di pole %o

establish

-
£ It

1
ur

the h

r comms with OA.

-
L

is recommended that during the

of

S

-4
i

0300 to 1700 only

that are required to erect dipoles to obtain commse

sked be required to be observed by future ptls
Although the

establishment of comms is of course
time available for recone

The ptl was delishted to achieve “he aim of the mission
only achieved with minutes to spare befcre the turjf;
(C

importamt it does eat in

4 o

exfil point
Date s ¢

Ptl conducted

18 Sep 88
Report completed 30 Sep &8

the
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for the
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14. Additional Remarks by Debriefing Officer:

Date:

Annexes: A. Ptl Trace.
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