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ANZAC DAY COI0YEMORATI0N _0i'_ g4_lEq!0RI4{l{Qu_NrEo rIt!E9.

The Committee fcn the.1!Oth Anniversary of Yictoria has suggested to
ihe Retr.rrned Services League that the contribution of the rnilitary forces to
the d.evel-opnent of Victoria be recognized during the Anzec Day comrnemoration

ceremonie s.

lYhlle IocaI1y raised. Arny units have existed in the colony since 1854,

these were'Iargely Volunteer Corps of Cavalry, Artillery, lnfantry and Rangers.

The first unit with some sort of a reglmental organisatioa, and with detachrnents

throughout the whole of the then settled. parts of the State was the Vj-ctorian
Mounted. Rifles, raised. on 1 May, 1885.

The near coincidence of the Centenary of the Victorian Mounted. Rifles
and Anzac Day 1985 has 1ed. to the develcpnent of a plan to carry out the wish
of' the l5oth Anniversary Corunittee, while recognising the lOoth Anniversary of
the Yictorian Mounted. Rifles.

The Yictorian ldounted Rifles exist nonadays as &n Army Reserve uni-t,
Etb/trth Vi-ciorian Mounted Rjfle s (A/Y YMR) located in North East Victoria and

AlburyrNew South Wales. The unit nurtures the traditlons of three Li-ght Horse
Reglments which were f ormed. fron d.etachments of the V],lR in the d.ecad.e f ollowing
led.eration. It safeguards the Guid.ons of those Regiments, on rhi-ch ere /2.
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enble.zoned. the Battle Honours of the units and their successors in Wor1d. War 2.

The units erabod.ied in 8/t3 VMR are:-
. 8th light Horse Regiroent (rnai Light Horse)

z/Bth Armor:red Reginent ('mvZ)

. 1Jth Lig'ht Horse Regiment (qippsland Light Ho'rse)
IJth Arrooured. Reginent (rre)

. 2oth LiSht Horse Regirnent (Victorian Mounted Rlfles)
2Oth Pioneer Battalion (WWe)

Ihe plan is for all present and former members of Y&R to parti-cipate

in the Anzac Day. Uarch as a group, marching behind. the Jrd Ml)-itary District
Band in the follcwing order:-

. Leader ( a d.istinguished. Light Horseman or Cavelr3rman to be invited-)

. WW1 veterans of 8 AIH and. U ALH in Jeeps provided by the Vietorian

Ililitary Vehicle Corps

. 2/8 Arnd Regt Association behind its banner

. 1J Arma Regt Association behind its banner

. 20 Pnr Bn Association behind. its banner

. B/t3'Wm., includ.ing the Horsed Troop, escorting the Reginental

Guidons of 8 LH Regt, U IH Regt and 2O LH Regt

0n arrival at the Shrine of Remembrance it is hoped. that the Gid.ons will be

d,isple,yed-, under close escort, on the Northern steps, together with the

&eginental Guid,ons, Colours and Standards of other Army units, and the

Navy and Ajr Force.

The approval of al.l ad.dressees is necessa:ry to enable detailed.

planning to proceed and I am hopeful that you will be able to advise your

approval before 1 FebruarY, l-985.

Yours faithfully,

-/-d 7z---"*'
K.V. Rossi, Brigad:ier

Chief Marshal Anzac Day Ceremonies.
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