when the Gomsenwealth Government declded .o ingrea e
the Militla Foxces in 1936, Lte Col. JeC.oaxcle, uonma nding
fficer of the 20:in Light Horxse Hygi. decided to esiaonlish
2 txalining cenixe in lecuswal.

ihe first Parade was held on l4ih Hoveamber, L9736 when
36 men wore enlis.ed from the Tocusuwal , Finley, amnd Cobram
ulstxicis. it was «oereupon decided o estaclish a second
Light Horxae iroop at Finley.

Some Iwo years laier when the Llnterns.ional si.uaclon
was growing more serious and the Militla Foxces -exe agaein
increased to put them on a war cslablishment iwo wmeze Light
norse [xoops were formed a¢ Uerrigan and Jerxiidexie.

fhis comprised a compleie Light rerse Gquadron and was
comaanded ay a vcry uin&inguish-d seldier who had served in
the "o £ c il L@ al Anza¢ and in France,
4aJor GeJe { Nowuy) CLaKke@, eueds Meide and ooke

Tocuiawal Iroép went into fus firs: annual Gamp al deymour
in Feuruary 1937 at full sirength and was seleciled (o represent
the 203h Ayt 4n tne compesdilon for the Hutten [xophy.

(his famous [(Xephy was compeied [or annually oy all
Light Hoxse hgts. in the 2nd Cavalry uivision which was raised
in Victoria, South susiralia, wesiern Auscralia and [asmania.

~ftexr returning from Camp,izaining commenced ilnesrnest
and for iwo menchs membexs of the troop gave up everXy Sunday
and many Sailurxdays Lo aake themselves eofficlent. ihey were
aseisied o the Uimest vy the pesmanent regimental staff,
parcicuiazly waxzant of.lcer W.Roney of the Australlan
ingsizucidonal Loxps.

wn the 23rd say, A937 [ocuawal [zoop won .he Hutton [rophy
wi.h & pecord score 4nd two mlnuies under the allotted clme,
fhe scoges wese as follows:

20th LeHeis { Victoria) 4ll polncs
Jth " { 3ib Ausizalia) 3313 "

loth { vestesust) 314 v

22nd * ( (aswmania) e "

un the 30cth uctener L1937 a Millcaxy Gymknana was helou
on cthe focunwal decreasion HeseXve atiended by many Light Horsemen
from .he gsurrounding ciscriccs, ihe Mucton (rephy was
presenied to [ocumsal .roop oy the Coasander of ihe Jxrd Cavairxy
urigade « Lol, G AeStreec sewe Lo 18 interesting v note
that Lele Strxeet was soon Lo become «inis.er for vefence in .he
womngnws alth Governaent.
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in 1938 ihe Tocumwal Troop again competed for ihe
Huiton [pophy and won it for the second «ime in succession
on the 29%h May.

un this occasion ihe scores were as fol Lows)

20th LeH.se (Viciozia) 407 points
220d LeHette ( lasmania) 356
Peh Lodere  (South Aust) %2
L10th Leleie (vestwiust) E¥ S

an the L7¢n July, 1939 che 20Uh Le.de Heyle was
selecied .0 provide the Light liozse uscoxt for tne arxzlval
of the new State Governor SAr +4ins.on WIGEN Kevededs  Gady Deoel!
The toial escor: required 16 and of chis Ausver locuswal |
froop provided vne officer and 12 H.c.u's ana [Xoopers. it |
was in fact vircually provided oy the iogumwal [xuop. [he |
£8cort was very woeli spoken of,  uxXtraces from ene leciexr 0
.he [ocumwal °ress, from a #wloourne ¢oixaspondent, reud 48
follows:
eese ' [0 congratulace the Tocuaswal ipoep on ithelr wonderful
performance as cavalry escort to tne Jovernor of Vicioria, |
se feel sure in che first place that all will agres ic was
a gr at nonour for the Ixoop w0 be selecied 0 aci as escori,
out o our minds and huﬁdswds of ovhers who sSaw w19ir work
nexe, chey eurtainly plu"q\ihONIOlVCB worihy of selecilon.
{hey caxried out ine Juties of escoxt In such a splendid mennerx
and looked all over @ well groumed snd tralned .xoep. Ihis is
not our opinion,only, a8 we could hegar the FemdXks of many
people along whe TOULE™ seeve '

in additlion .u she neraal reutine of nomeyi:aining Paxades
and Camps, semders of the iroop aitended many compecl.ions at
Logal snows ans 8pexts 2:ad ai reglmenial Sheois 4t LEymoure
wany fine trophles won Ly the ixXoep are suibd on gisplay in
4he felele Club xoums ac locumwale

world
Un the outbreak of/saxr 2 the ixvvp went in.o wamp wich

the regimen: a: Wagamoie Heoad,for one monch, while in txaining

.heie Lhe woverner ueneral , Loxd Jowxie V... ¢losely

inspected .he various units camped in whe area, siding arxvund

all day on norsecack. fie waiched -ne focumwal (roop ac

#ANORUVEeEs anu thzough thelr irovp leader Lianied them for all

v.at they hau done v prepare fox the delence of helr countsy.
Early in 1940 che txoop went 1nto tne big sx.gade Camp |

a: Torquay for (nree months. A0St of the wmen were s.ill

heping L at they may gei a chance L0 S@Ive OVurseas as

Horsed Cavalry as tuney would have llked (o sexve wgeiner

if possible. Sucn was not wo pe. Soon after reiurning home

from whis caap , France fell and the wajoriiy of men in lhe

iroop enlisied for service in .arxi us unlis of e ind Ao dkel
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However, the wili.la units were silll carxied
on for Home Lefence Forces, adih the progress of the war
wne 20¢h Light Horse Rgts was mechanised and was known as
whe 20ih 40ter negiment, Tocumwa l iroop cuntinued o
serve bul from .his cime was known by a nuaber and not
8 nane

The 20th Woiox Hgte was nNow & unic in the Armoured
Liivision,

Lacter on the 20c¢h doLor hgle ombaxked for agiive
service in sescern Hew Guinea and was stactioned .haexe for
18 mon:hs,

A% our forces advanced in the 3ouch west ‘acific cwhe
20th Hgee was withdrewn vo the Athercon iaoleland, ihis
was Lo prepare tne unit o take parxt In the Jougainville
cam algn and It was now reenamed the 20¢h “loneer .atualion.

However, -efoxe ihiv unit emparked Lne waxr endeds In
due course ihe unit was demubilized.




