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The "Sentinel” Tank

Production of 66 of these masterpieces of Australian
armament design and manufacture was commenced by
the Railway Work Shops at Chullora NSW In July 1942
following production of 3 prototypes In the NSW railway
workshops at Everleigh In Jan. 1942 by an Australian
design team with British leadership. One of these was
tested at Puckapunyal in February 1942.

As a former 2/2 Aust Anti Tank Regt gun troop
Sergeant with Middle East experience | was with other

MrK A Bl
1999 M@Cabeyéhtreet
MOHAR Paik WA 6012
P 9383 2037

Melbourne press and magazines. No doubt somewh
in archives are motion picture newsreels of the d:
doings.

My contribution to the spectacle was to prang my t:
at speed nose first in a gully-without damage- wt
required another tank to pull me out backwards. | had
realised the gully was too narrow and had expected to
able to climb out forward. By way of explanation
passed the event off as a demonstration of recov

anti tank WO's. and NCO'S.
commissioned In the 13th Aust.
Armd. Regt. at Puckapunyal. In
October 1942. | spent some time at
the AFV school them in courses in
General Grant tank Driving and
maintenance, Wireless, Tactics and

technique.

In a day of excitement we char
at a speed of 30 mph with our 37
monsters though scrub, dams, n
and gravel. In various formations fi
our Bren guns from the turret
coloured balloons in the sky and ou

Gunnery before being appointed Tank
Troop commander.

't came as a complete surprise to me on | March 1943
to be detailed by Staff Corps Captain C.M.l. (Sandy)
Pearson, my Squadron commander, to be Troop
Commander of 3 Sentinel Tanks and crews for a day
long spectacular demonstration of the Tanks to a
gathering of Senior Defence Force Officers, Official and
Newsreel film crews press photographers and reporters.

The only brief appeared to be - do anything except
wreck them, | can't recall ever having seen or heard of
the Sentinel before then. We certainly did our best and
received extensive illustrated coverage especially in the -

pdr at a moving hessian simula
tank target with good effect. ;

Although the Sentinel never saw action, in so
respects it was an advanced design for It's time, its |
streamlined silhouette was 3 feet lower than the Gr
and at 27 tons its 30 mph made it the fastest tank in
class and the cast hull and turret were not equalled u
the advent of the Sherman.

A restored Mark | Sentinel can be seen in the Ro
Australian Armoured Corps Museum in Puckapunyal.
A Mk 111 with 25 Pdr Gun is stored at the Australian V
Memorial - Treloar Center at Canberra for restoration.

K. A. Blyth Lt. RAAC R

Follow up on "The Shipwrecked Regiment article
by Noel O'Brien which appeared In Black Beret 3.

A letter received from Jim Heine of Buderim Qld. who
was also on board, reads; “Please find two photos taken
on the deck of the Millen in reference to Noel O'Brien's
story on page nine of the third edition of Black Beret” Jim
wondered if the reproductions from his snaps would be

June 2nd 1943 “ Millen Griffith” ran aground
about 0515 in heavy fog.

Page 11

-

useable for printing In B.B. | think the readers will get |
picture 0 K.

Both Noel and Jim have been in touch, and no doi
they have been comparing notes and reminiscing on |
drama that occurred nearly fifty five years ago.

Three natives who appeared next morning

BLACK BERET 4



13th Australian Armd. Regiment Reunion
27 SEPTEMBER, 1949

R i T

eI TR S L T e e S e

A Reunion of Members of the Australian
Armoured Regiment, which will incorporate ths
13th Motor and 13th Light Horse Regiments

ond A.I.F.), will be held at the 8/13th Regt.
H.Q., Park Street, North Carlton, Melbourne,
TWe291, Take East coccdm. Moreland, or East
Brunswick tram (4d.). Alight at Park Street
Railway Gates, then turn left and up 100 yards.

4% 8 p.m. TUESDAY, 27th SEPTEMBER, 1949 (Show
Wezk).

Make a special effort to be present at ﬁbwm
Unit's Resnmist ond meFrt o ¢ld nals wLo

will be present from far and wide.

The Committee asks your co-operation in
advertising this function by letting any
members of the Unit with whom you are in

contact know the date and place.

Tickets will be available at the Drill Hall,
price 7/6.

For further information contact J. Drown, 231 Elizabeth
Street, Melbourne (MU 3773), or J. H. Donelly, Brook's Road,
Bruthen (‘phone Bruthen 34).

0! . \ amn:@w a reply.

v \

s NV. REUNION of Members of the Aus tralian Armd. Nmmm..
ment, which will incorporate the 13th Motor and 13th
Cmrw Horse Regiments (2nd A I.F.), will be held in 26

6th m:PH.H >EOZ OWFP m>rﬁ VICTORIA. STREET,

ngWOCWZm Acmnimms Elizabeth and mémzmﬁoa ms‘mmnmv

At 8 p.m on Monday, 22nd mnw.aavan. 55
f s » 3 mm:oé <<mn5

'

: mem a special mmo: to be Unmmmnﬂ at the first Cn;
wmcs_oz and meet your old vm_m who will be present
. - from - far m:a éao. SR surt, B

.T._u m—— . . The Committee asks %oE. na ovmnm:os in- wa<mn9m5m12=m ;
! ;o= function bv letting any mentkere of ‘the Unit with iroB

Fud iz in coctact Know' ihuc. daie and prect. .

i Owing ' to catering difficalties, the Committee desires 8
W know by 6th SEPTEMBER, the number likely to attend’ .&T
| the Reunion so as to enable : to finalise - mnnmsmmambﬁw s,?.
i for catering, etc. :

‘ Tickets will be available at the Drill Hall, Price m.\,..
[ Dates to remember— - e ,
6th SEPTEMBER, the date by s&_nr the OoSBﬁmm

22nd SEPTEMBER, date of wm,::mo:. U

i

Lo

G - . T A . ' ; . . k.
«,. T vl G o it

Jo- s ¢ « L0 TR = TR & -

T Reply to Secretary or President.:

N
.

g

Secretary— . oSy : S wnmmamnnl.n
G. R. Curry, v _ J. H. Ec:n:%
544 Macaulay Road R Brook’s Road,

-.Kensington, Melbourne. ' . Bruthen.

'Phone F.U. 7475. Ty , . *Phome Brothen 3&.

o ————t
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. By GARRY HOWE :

MORNINGTON _ trainer - Jack

‘McGreal produced Tenzing for a
fitting victory in the feature 13th

Light Horse/13th Armoured Regi-
ment Class 5 Handicap (2050m) at

Moé on Saturday. .¢ . !

The tace marked a reunion of the
regiment on the racecourse, which -

wasinitiated by Moe Racing Club
life member Gordon Martin.
Martin and McGreal have bilt up

a strong friendship over many years .
through racing and Martin said it :
gave him great pleasure to watch -

Tenzing win the race. :
“He told me at the last meetin
that he would come up and win this
race,” Martin told the big crowd at

the presentation. -

. “He has been @ great supporter '

of this club over many years and I

¢ould not be happier to seé him take -
the trophy home today.”. -« .-

Tenzing had previously run third
to Constant Pressure in a class

three handicap on Moe Cup Day."
Saturday’s was his third win in 36 -

starts and his second at Moe.

McGreal has been one of the:

most successful trainers at Moe
over the years. ‘

In the 1970s and '80s he and '
jockey Allen McLean combined for
at least one winner at €éach Moe -
meeting. They each had four win--
ners on a day on more :than one

occasion. - tey

Unfortunately, McGréal * could -

Members of the 13th Light Horse/13th Armoured Regiment par

I R | . _ |
[ 3t .
: . i e S ) .'. . . -':t!. : i‘ ol : : CHEE @ .;zz;: e
" r 4
! se i "\]aﬁhe“&ﬂ

ht Ho

Tenzing crossés the line ahead of Mr Enforcer to win the feature

event on Saturday. -

not make the races on Saturday and
was represented by his son Garry,
a trainer in-his own right. > "

He described Tenzing as a “tough -
old horse” who was performing well
in his right.class.”.. " ./ b

He described it as an horior to

: have won a racé named after the
“13th Light Horse Regiment- and
took great pleasure in recelving the -
* trophy donated by Heather. Stirling
-and Don Robinson on behalf of their

father Norm Robinson, a member of

: the regiment.” %

Chairman of the -13th Light
Horse/13th - Armoured : Regiment

Association - Roy  Stock made a -

special/ presentation " to jockey
Wayne Treloar. ' ™ :io ™
/Being horsémen,

they have a

;‘/particular rapport with the rider.

Aok l@%j((ﬁw P T Ak
':".“5"*‘ 1N 3 “‘ Ltge . el LEOHRE "ﬁ'ﬁ;"“&'ﬁ' K

Tré’loar responded by sayiﬁg that »

‘there was no doubt members of the

regiment “could have shown me a

. thing jor two about riding a few
< years ago”. .t

The reunion was well received,

‘attracting more than 100 regiment

members from as far Orbost and °
Berwick. - )

* A highlight of the day was the
marching of current members of the

~13th’ Light Horse/13th Armoured

Regiment, which is now based in
Berwick. ' -

"It was the first one held outside
Melbourne and Martin hopes it will
be an annual event. o

.- Martin was assisted in the organ-

* isation of the reunion..by Merv

Burrage of Moe.



fBrigade members Gordon Martin (left)
| Club assistant secretary Alison Foat.

[
! MORE than 100 members of the 13th .
~Light.dlorse/13th- Armoured-Regiment =

(ATF) will converge on Moe facecourse. -
* on Saturday for a reunion. ;

The brigade was made up predomin-
antly of Gippslanders and members will -
return from as far as Orbost in the east
and Melbourne in the west. ..*

The reunion was the brainchild of 13th
Light Horse member Gordon Martin of .
Willow Grove, who is also a life member
of the Moe Racing Club. .

The brigade gets together once a year
at the Anzac Parade in Melbourne, but
Mr Martin suggested a function be
organised in the country. -

He approached the racing club, which .

was happy to have the reunion on a race .-

day.' The 100-plus attending will swell
the normally big crowd at the annual Cox
Plate Day meeting, which also coincides
with the Battle Of Trafalgar Festival.

Current members of the 13th Light
Horse will attend in full dress with their
horses.

Mr Martin has been helped in organ-
ising the reunion by another brigade
member; Merv Burrage of Moe,

“:13th Armoured Regiment, which
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Light Horse reunion”

- The-13th Light Horse - which became ™
known as “Tﬁe_ "Devil's Own'™=" was °
formed in 1914 and member saw action

in the Middle East and Gallipoli. Mem-
bers * were ' drawn. from Berwick to
Orbost.. oo :

In 1941, the brigade rode .from

. Geelong to Leongatha and, in transit,

was the last light horse brigade to ride
through the city of Melbourne.

The brigade-was utilised during the
Second World War in coastal towns
looking for submarines.

Eventually it' was tranformed to a
motorised unit and took the name of the
was
posted to the ‘Brisbane Line’. &
~ In 1943, the brigade was broken up
into different units, but the 13th Light.
Horse/13th' Armoured Brigade Associa-
tion has'been active ever since.

It was based for many years in Moe,

.but now operates out of Berwick..

Saturday’s reunion - which involves a )
$15 luncheon - is open to all past brigade
members. For further details contact
Moe Racing Club on 27 1380.
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Back in "1986- e 3 Dopelly compiled from memory nctes on the 13th Armd
Regt %2: 11'?:!& mw‘mﬁﬁ "'at‘%*‘!"ﬁ toria Barracke, He regretted it had not peen asked
for on disbandment of the unit when precise records would have been available.

Howev B of Major
VP Dey while up at RHQ of the 4/19th we learned of the existence
Doinlf;:smmtu gm managed to scrourge (remember that word?) a copy. Same of the

names and incidents will ‘bring pack quite a few memories...

) where
vparly in 1940 the regiment moved off again for a three month camp at Torquay
more ypmgrmivo training concluded with a divisional exercise during the latter

part of this camp Lt Tol Hopkins handed over to It Col. Chase MC, while Lt Col: Hopking
took ‘

" th June, 1941 the regiment returned to camp at Geelong along with mobilisation
tggogs. E‘rm' there t.heyrx:gv.ﬂ by road with their horses to Leongatha. Adverse weather
there bogged them down and they movad again, to Mount Martha. Lt Col Chase
relinquished command in favour of Lt Col Harold Wallace, Other officers included
Maj A.E. Arnott (2 I/C), Capt R. Williams (Adjt) Capt N. McNaughton (QM) Lt J. Wilton
(Trans. Officer), Maj J.E. Stewatt (0/C HQ &gri), Lt G. fughes (2 I/C HQ Squ) Maj J.A.
Hammill (O/C A sgn), Capt W. Lyle (2 1/C A &m), Capt J.H. Dormelly (O/C B sqn), Lt
L. Wiseman (2 I/C B Sgn) Capt R. williamson (O/C C §m), Lt J. cotter (2 1/C C Sgm),
Capt Clough (Regt Medical Officer) and Padre Sanson.

At this point the 13th began converting to a Motor Regt. Remount horses were returned
to Army depots and privately owned horses to their troop areas. Many of the orig@nal
men transferred to the ATF and the rest began the conversion in earnest with limited
equipment available at the time, On the declaration of war by Japan the regiment
moved again to the Leongathe area for more training and to carry out Ccastal Protection
fran San Remo to Seaspray with RHQ at Leongatha.

About March 1942 the regiment moved to Rowville area where call-up troops were being
transferred into the unit. A few more vehicles weare available at this stage.

After a short pericd the regiment moved to Gherang (Geelong). Lt. Col Wallace was
appointed Adm. conmand of 6 Motor Bde and comand of the 13th was taken over on 14th
March 1942 by Maj A.E, Armott. More vehicles such as Bren Gun Carriers becans
available and the unit was getting into the advanced stages of Motor Regt training
and & change to armour seemed . Lt. Col Wallace resumed command.

e official change to armour tock place on 8th May, 1942, Lt. Col F.H., Costello was
appointed then to command the 13th with Maj. ~LH. Donelly as 2 I/C. The regiment then
moved to Puckaspunyal for ammour training as part of the 6§ Armd Bde. Other 13th
officers then included Capt R. williams (Adjt), Lt John Leslie (QM), Capt H. Bird
(Trans), and Sgn carmanders Capt W. Gamble (F) , Capt L.A. Wiseman (A) Capt P. Scarvill
(B), Capt C.M. Pearson (C) and Capt Chetry as ‘Medical Officer.

vehiclas and equipment were limited in the early #tages but, as training advanced,
these became more plentiful. All officers and NOO's did a conversion course at the
AFV school at Puckpuriyal. The indoor schools for tank wireless, gunnery and driver
mechanics were hampered by a shortage of equipmant through Army channels, but the
troops themselves 'through various means' (read scrounging) 'found' a lot of necessary
gear such as engines, gear boxes, magnatos, carburettors and chassis. Parts for the
wireless and gunnery room also came 'from unknown places’.

Armoured foot drill and route marches helped to harden the men. Initially the general
feeling towards armour was not keen, but advanced training and the arrival of a few
tanks changed this to keen interest. From this time the regiment started to take
ghape as an efficient armoured regiment, Field training contimued and small arme
practice and final tests were carried out on the AAFV ranga.

The unit built up to 32 medium Grant tanks 7 light Stewart tanks. They remained out
on manoeiuvres in the Seymour area from 7 to 10 days, then back to camp for overhaul
and maintenance on vehicles. It was on one of those exercises that the regiment lost
5 crew men in a fatal accident. A Genaral Grant tank toppled over a creek bank and



e AL R R R P T TR P T R R P LRV TR T A LT

fell upside dowmn in the creek. The crew were locked in and al'tlmg'hwifz ‘rinsii,um tan'ks
were quickly hooked on to pull the fallen tank onto its side, it was too late to save
5 of the crew.

At this stage another Amy reorganisation saw the 2 Cav Motor Div and its 6 Armg ‘Bde
disbanded. The armoured regts in the 6th Be were the 12th, 13th and 14th regiments,
The 12th and 14th were disbanded and the 13th moved north to Murgon (Q) in April 1943,
This required 5 trains for personnel and equipment with tanks tr. _at 2

and South Brisbane, Then the tanks, under the command of Maj Donelly moved 100 miles
by road to Murgon area, a trip over scme very hilly and rough country, also jungle.
This gave the drivers experience, confidence and many thrills before eventually
arriving at their destination without any serious accidents. ' '

During this ekercise. an-instructor: brought a.medium tank 4oo far forward on a landing
barge and it overbalanced into 5 ft, of water with a crew of 2 on board, But the

Zmencmnatothesurface‘unlmmardtherecovaryofthetwgavefurthér
experience, although the delicate parts of the tank were damaged by salt water.

Monthe of hard training followed, and in cone Divisional exercise, 13 Armd Regt was
given a role in which a movement by night without lights was the only hope of success,
The tarks averaged 9 miles an hour for 7 hours on a very dark night en a road which
was little more than a track

Lt. Col. Costello was sent to the islands for a short period as an cbserver, and with
Maj. Donelly attending a military school Maj. Ford-Grieves of the 2/4 Armd Regt was
appointed Admin Cand of the 13th, Later Maj, Ford-Grieves returned to hig unit and
was later seriously wounded in action in New Guinea.

With the war now having reached a stage where it was ocbvious that there was going
to be little or no opportunity for ammcured units, Jungle training was brought in,
with and without vehicles. The feeling in the rank and file by this time was that
all the training amd two-and-a-half years of hard work was likely to go overboard
at any moment. Disbandment of units began two months later and officers, NOO's and
men were transferred to all kinds of units., The disheartened men were anxious to
transfer to units likely to go on immediate active service and a large number wers
able to do so. ‘

One large group of ex-13th blokes finished.up serving in Milne Bay and Gona with the
4th Docks Operating Coy. They included Pat Condon, Keith McIntyre, Jerxy Wallace,
Merv Killeen, Tom 0'Connor, Fred Young, Adam Menzies, Gordon Whiteside, Jack Gain,
Jim Howard, Alf Stamper, Alan Slater, Rob Marshall, Don Nicol and our Treasurar Bd
Goodwin.

L

The war ended scme months later with the follewing ex-13th men decorated for bravaery:-

Capt., C,M.I. Pearson (Military Cross)
Lt. John Carstairs (Military Cross)
Sgt. Roy Whatley (Military Medal)

Captain Pearson went on to serve in Vietnam where he eventually tock over as Commander
of the First Australian Task Force and eventually retired ag Maj. Gen, C.M.I. Pearson,
&0, D8O, OBE, MC, RL. Today we are prowd to have him as Patron of the 13th Armd.
m- Asan.



