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Preface 

John W Flynn, Executive Director and Secretary — 1984. 

Light is of utmost importance to deaf people wanting to communicate. 
Whether the communication be by writing, Sign Language, reading of speech 
patterns on the lips and face, or a combination of all — light for vision, is essential. 
Deaf People gather in the light, but 100 years after the founding of the Adult Deaf 
Society of Victoria, their gathering is "No Longer by Gaslight" 

It is the older generation, who tell tales of the gaslights of yester-year, which 
were early meeting places for deaf people in the streets of Melbourne; where 
finger-spelt and signed conversations on hands fluttered as moths in the light —
Gaslight! 

This book attempts to trace the story of the men and women, both deaf and not 
deaf, who worked and planned so that deaf people should have a caring 
Organisation available to them on leaving school. This is a story of people, who 
painstakingly built and rebuilt the pieces of the Mosaic we know today as the 
Adult Deaf Society of Victoria. Some of their work remains visible in buildings 
and property, but the greater result of their work is to be found in the intangible 
attribute left to us as a legacy — caring! 

To write the book, I read through 100 years of the Society's Meeting Minutes, 
pored over press cuttings, studied our magazines and searched our original files 
and documents. I found a rich store of material, including numerous old 
photographs and lantern slides. 

iii 



Many extracts have been quoted from the original documents. Readers are 
asked to note that in this book I have frequently used the terminology of the time, 
therefore offence should not be taken at the words "mute" and "dumb". These 
words were commonly used in early years. I acknowledge that they are by no 
means appropriate today! 

Thanks and acknowledgement are due to the Latrobe Library, the Mitchell 
Library of N.S.W., the Melbourne University Archives and the Y.M.C.A. for 
helping to fill some gaps in our information. 

I was fortunate in being able to interview Mr. E. A. Reynolds, Mr. W. J. Engel, 
Mr. H. Puddy and Mr. W. Ashby and for the information and time they gave I owe 
them sincere thanks. In my thirty- three years, to date, in welfare work among deaf 
people in Australia I have met and talked with many of the identities in this book. 
Furthermore I have been involved with many of the more recent issues and 
events. Thus, in some respects, the task of writing was made a little easier. 

Appreciation is due to my colleagues on the staff of the Adult Deaf Society of 
Victoria, who at times, carried extra burdens during the periods I was engaged 
on this work. Above all, my warmest thanks to Margaret my wife, our children 
Deidre, Michele, Stephen and Adrian and to son-in-law, Sim for the support, 
encouragement and understanding they gave; I spent far too many weekends 
and late nights away from them in the pursuit of information and the rush to 
meet the deadline! 

John W. Flynn 
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Chapter 1 
A Complex Mosaic 

The history in these pages is a mosaic. A complex mosaic, undoubtedly 
portraying great care for deaf people. Like the mosaics of old, this history will say 
different things to different readers. To some it will say "benevolence", to others 
"paternalism and manipulation", yet, none could doubt that underlying those 
hundred years is a deep concern for those who came within the sphere of the 
Organisation as it developed. Time dims the original; segments are lost and the 
relationship of one piece to another is thus difficult to understand. Nevertheless, 
the pieces we have are presented for your interest.. 

The available fragments do not reveal a single, precise date upon which the 
Organisation we know now as the Adult Deaf Society of Victoria commenced. 
Rather, they reveal a movement, a continuum, which gathered strength over 
several years to serve the people with whom it walked. The movement aimed to 
serve deaf people. It has done that. 

The story should begin by recounting a significant gathering on December 17, 
1878. However, before touching on that, it is important to mention the number 
of deaf people in the colony of Victoria in 1879. 

The lists of pupils received into the Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution (now 
"Victorian School for Deaf Children") show that at June 1879, there were 88 persons 

Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution, St. Kilda Road, Melbourne. Photograph thought to have been 
taken in 1875. 
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Pupils and Staffof Victorian Deafand Dumb Institution Circa 18 78. Note Mr. Moore Hesketh seated in 
front row — nght. 

Dining room at Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution. 
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who had attended the school. Eighty-eight persons who, in that year, would have 
been 18 years of age or older. The figure is important, because it shows the size of 
the group of post- school deaf people who were probably seeking company, one 
of the other. But, you might ask, where and how? 

The answer may well lie in the 1879 Report of the Victorian Deaf and Dumb 
Institution. It says that "on the 17th December last ( 18 78), a pleasant reunion of pupils 
present and past was held at the Institution. The respectable appearance, orderly behaviour and 
manifest independence and happiness of the latter afforded abundant and gratibing evidence of 
the good results which haveflowedfrom the instruction and training they received while inmates 
of the Institution." It is probable that among those present were Adam Cairns Muir, 
his twin brother William Muir and their younger brother, John Muir. Adam and 
William had been sent from Melbourne to be educated at the Institution for the 
Deaf in Glasgow, Scotland. They returned to Melbourne from there in 1878. 
Their uncle, Mr. Charles M. Officer MLA, was Honorary Treasurer of the 
Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution at the time. One of the Trustees of that same 
Institution was the Hon. James MacBain MLC. The Teacher and Superintendent 
was Frederick J. Rose (a deaf man). Two of the teachers were Mr. Moore Hesketh, 
a hearing man, and Mr. David Piper, who was deaf. Mr. Piper was one of the "pupil 
teachers". One of the joint auditors of the Institution was Mr. Edward Newbigin. 
The reason for mentioning these people becomes apparent later, as the reader 
sees their interconnection setting the stage for the Organisation for adult 
deaf people. 

However, let us return to Adam Muir. In notes which he wrote in 1929, he says 

Class room at Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution Circa 1890. 



Adam Muir. 	 John E. Muir. 

William Muir. 	 Frederick) Rose, Founder and first Superintend- 
ent of the Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution. 
Mr. Rose was a deaf man. 
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Edward Newbigin. 

that he and his twin brother, whilst in Glasgow, had "become familiar with and seen the 
great advantages of the Adult Deaf and Dumb Mission there". Upon returning, they were 
disappointed to find that "absolutely no provision was being made for the adult deaf mutes 
of this State of Victoria". Being fully alive to the blessings and benefits these adult 
deaf organisations were "conferring on their brethren in the United Kingdom and seeing 
that there was an ever-growing need", Adam Muir says that "being a member of the Young 
Men's Christian Association I started the first Sunday morning service on 20th July,18 79 at 
the YMCA in Russell Street", free of charge, and he and Moore Hesketh took turns, 
each conducting the morning Services. Whether Adam Muir and Moore Hesketh 
met at the December 17 reunion at the Institution or through the Rev. A. Cairns, 
(Adam' s grandfather) being a Vice President of the YMCA from 1877, or because 
of Hesketh' s own membership of the YMCA ( he is listed in 1874, 1876 and 1877) 
is open to conjecture. What is clear is that Moore Hesketh was important to the 
movement 

Mrs. C. E. Frewin, writing in the "Victorian Deaf' March/April, 1930 issue, 
whilst "not doubting the great help given by Mr. Adam C. Muir" disputes Muir's claim to 
be the actual founder of religious services for the deaf in Victoria. Mrs. Frewin 
said that "it was understood that in 18 79 Mr. Hesketh who was Head Teacher at the St. Kilda 
Road Deaf and Dumb Institution, held the first service at the former Young Men's Christian 
Association rooms in Russell Street". She said that he "took the responsibility of the hall and 
frequently conducted services on Sunday morning". Mrs. Frewin was Miss Clara Briner 
(deaf) and entered the Institution on May of 1868 at the age of seven years. Mrs. 
Frewin was very active in the Mission over the years and her knowledge of the 
period cannot be discounted. 
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To further confuse the issue, there is in the "Victorian Deaf' of July/August, 
1930 an article by "D. Repyp". One can assume that by reversing the surname and 
changing the spelling this would be "D. Piper". (Pseudonyms were popular in the 
magazine at the time.) He, too, suggests that it was Hesketh and not Muir who 
conducted the first service. In spite of the foregoing claims and counter-claims 
there appears to be no challenge to the statement that the first Service of Worship 
for deaf people was at the original YMCA building. This was on the West side of 
Russell Street, a few doors South of Bourke Street Adam Muir states that his 
brothers William and John were "his great helpers and were regular attendants at all the 
Services that he conducted". 
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The first Young Mens Christian 
Association Hall, Russell Street, 
Melbourne. This was the location of 
the first services of worship for deaf 
adults in Melbourne. 

Y. M. C. A. HALL, 
RUSSELL STREET 
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Evening Worship at Prahran 
Adam Muir writes that, in addition to the morning YMCA Services, Sunday 

evening services began six months later at St Matthew's Church of England 
Sunday School at Prahran, by kind permission of Rev. H.A. Langley. It is 
interesting to note that Rev. Langley was a member of the Board of Management 
of the YMCA in 1879 and doubtless learnt of deaf people from Rev. Cairns. There 
is some difference about the date upon which the Prahran Services began. In 
another place, Muir writes they began "a year after the commencement of the YMCA 
Services". Nevertheless, there is no reason to doubt that the Prahran Services 
existed. Adam and his two brothers used to walk there every Sunday evening 
from Richmond; a journey of about five miles. Muir says they also had the 
company of Miss Wilson, who later became Mrs. C. Hawkins. The Sunday 
evening Services were closed by mutual consent as the walking distance was too 
great Andrew Clark, a Scot from Edinburgh, and partly deaf himself, helped 
with the conduct of the evening Services until July of1881. Clark apparently came 
to Australia via America and is described by Muir as a Missionary. 

The Melbourne Adult Deaf Mute Association 
In a letter dated November 8th, 1880, from 32 I zett Street, Prahran, George W. 

Moore, Hon. Secretary of the Melbourne Adult Deaf Mutes Association set out 
the aims and objects of the Association and referred to it as a newly formed group. 
He said it began in October 1880, at the Coffee Tavern, Chapel Street, Prahran. 
The reason for giving this detail to Mr. Rose was that in an earlier letter, dated 
November 2nd, Mr.Rose was asked by the group to become President The 
Officers and Committee were stated to be Andrew Clark (Chairman), George W. 
Moore (Secretary), A. C. Muir(Treasurer), Alexander Wilson, Thomas Patterson, 
David Piper, W. P. Muir and J. T. Bond (Committee members) 

David Piper whilst he was still a pupil at the Victorian 
Deaf and Dumb Institution, 
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Mr. Rose asked some questions and in reply was told that "the main objects of the 
Association were firstly, the moral, intellectual and social improvement of the deaf mutes". 
Moore said it was proposed to "effect this by lectures, debates, discussions, conversation 
and reading, for which latter purpose they will endeavour to establish a reading room for 
exclusive use of deaf people". Secondly, "as we are not wealthy we will, of course, in the first 
instance, appeal to personal friends for pecuniary assistance. We shall be as judicious in the 
management of our affairs as possible". 

Mr. Rose replied that he had considered the matter and could not accept, 
because "It is an office of responsibility — at the present time there is not a sufficient body of 
fellow mutes possessing business tact to undertake the responsibility of the Society". Mr. Rose 
said he was well aware that there existed a great need of a place wherein the adult 
deaf mutes could meet together for their mutual benefit. It had been his intention 
for a long time, when the proposed improvements at the Institution were carried 
out, to propose to the Committee of the Institution the erection of a suitable 
building, within the grounds, for worship and social meetings for the special 
benefit of the adult deaf mutes. He said it would be a great boon to them to have 
such an advantage with convenience and comfort provided. "The action of the 
Association", said Mr. Rose, "is however praiseworthy in its attempts to ameliorate the 
condition of deaf people". He wished the committee every success. 

Page one of a letter from Mrs. Lewis to Mr. Frewin, Page two of the Lewis letter. 
explaining the origins of the Mission as she knew 
them. 
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Unfortunately there were difficulties at the Institution involving Moore 
Hesketh and David Piper. Because of this, Adam Muir as Honorary Secretary, 
wrote to the "Argus" on Tuesday 12 th July, 1881, saying that, "on account ofa painful 
occurrence, which occurred recently, the Association is broken up and no further subscriptions 
will be solicited". The public were warned not to give any further money in the name 
of the Association. He thanked those kind friends who had subscribed and 
informed them that "the money left on hand after paying expenses had been given to Mr. 
Clark as a token of appreciation for his labours amongst the deaf since the month of October 
last". The sum involved was £35.0.0. Mr. Hesketh left for America and a short 
while later Mr. Clark went, presumably to Montreal in Canada. 

Adam Muir says that although the Association had to be disbanded the 
morning Services were continued through his efforts in gaining the assistance of 
Rev. William Moss and, later on, Mr. F. J. Rose, until the Mission was formed in 
1883. 

The accuracy of the foregoing claim regarding morning Services is somewhat 
difficult to verify. There is, however, a reference in the Minutes of The Victorian 
Deaf and Dumb Institution of 8th November, 1881, concerning permission for 
adult deaf mutes to hold a Service on the Sabbath. That entry suggests the absence 
of Services at the time. It is probable that Services were sporadic, rather than 
continuous, because Mr. Rose had lost the help of Mr. Hesketh, an experienced 
teacher. Therefore, Mr. Rose would not have been able to help run Services. It 
was not until September, 1882, when Mr. Samuel Johnson arrived to teach at the 
institution from the Claremont Deaf and Dumb Institution in Dublin, that 
matters improved. The advent of Mr. Johnson was a blessing to Adult Deaf 
People, as he seems to have thrown himself into their cause. For example Adam 
Muir speaks earlier of having to persevere to keep Rev. Moss and Mr. Rose "up to 
the mark until the Mission was founded". It was clearly not the case when Johnson 
became involved, but that is another story the substance of the next chapter. 

Rev. William Moss, the first Honorary 
Secretary of the organisation we now know as 
the Adult Deaf Society of Victoria. 
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Chapter 2 
The Provisional Committee 

This chapter outlines the events which led to the formation of a Provisional 
Committee of the Society, which had as its first name — The Victorian Society for 
Promoting the Spiritual and Temporal Welfare of the Adult Deaf and Dumb. The 
story begins with the wish to resume Services of Worship for deaf people. The 
chapter ends at the point where the movement has stabilised itself and work 
begins in earnest. 

As F. J. Rose puts it in his "Manuscript on the Rise and Progress of the Adult Deaf and 
Dumb Mission of Victoria" a "good opportunity for resuming Divine Services was now 
available by the arrival of an experienced teacher of the deaf and dumb in the person of Mr. 
Samuel Johnson". Mr Johnson commenced at the Victorian Deaf and Dumb 
Institution on 1st September, 1882. Rose says that he and Johnson "salliedforth" to 
Melbourne one Saturday morning in the month of May, 1883, to look out for a 
convenient hall wherein to hold Services. They acted on their own joint 
responsibility to preach on alternate Sundays. 

In a letter dated June 1, 1889, on the notepaper of the South Australian 
Institution for the Blind and Deaf and Dumb, Mr Johnson wrote to Mr. Fred 
Frewin of the then, Adult Deaf and Dumb Mission saying that "when I first waited 
on Mr. Moss about the mutes he was much opposed to the idea stating that they had to breakup a 
former Society as the mutes were unmanageable. It was only when I could not get Mr. Moss to 
move I requested Mr. Rose to accompany me to town and show me where the influential church 
people lived (I being then a stranger in Melbourne), so that I might beg a little room in order to 
assemble the mutes for worship". MrJohnson says that "he met with a blunt refusal from the 

Extract from unpublished handwritten, document "Manuscript on the Rise and Progress of the Adult 

Deaf and Dumb Mission of Victoria" written by Frederick J. Rose. The document is held in the Latrobe 
Library. 
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Mr. Samuel Johnson as a younger man — 
Circa 1890. 

Samuel Johnson, teacher at Victorian Deaf 
and Dumb Institution from 1882 — 1885. 
He was the first assistant teacher and in 
1885 became the Head Teacher. He resigned 
from the Institution to take up a position of 
the South Australian Institution for Blind 
Deaf and Dumb. (This photo, kindly lent by 
the Royal South Australian Deaf Society, 
was taken in Mr. Johnson's older years). 

Independents, they being under the impression that Mr. Moss had services for the mutes". He 
then went to Rev. Samuel Chapman, of the Collins Street Baptist Church, "whose 
kindness he could never forget". 

Mr. Chapman gave Mr. Johnson a letter of introduction to Mr. Blake, the 
Senior Deacon of the Church, but when they met and discussed the matter Blake 
said that he thought that Mr. Johnson was "labouring under a delusion", as he was 
sure Mr. Moss was conducting mission Services for the deaf and dumb. Mr. Blake 
made some enquiries and found Mr. Moss was not conducting services, therefore 
the Deacons gave permission for deaf people to use some space at the Collins 
Street Baptist Church. The letter of permission, dated May 25, 1883, from the 
Honorary Secretary of the Collins Street Baptist Church to Mr. Rose, says that his 
fellow Deacons ̀ are much interested in the scheme for initiating a religious service for mutes 
and are quite disposed to grant the use of one of our classrooms". 

However, the Deacons felt that there should be a committee who would be 
responsible in the matter. He said he had communicated with Rev. W. Moss "well 
knowing his great interest in all that concerns the deaf and dumb and found that his opinion is 
quite in accord with that of Mr. Chapman and the Deacons". Therefore, Rev. Moss and 
Messrs. Rose and Johnson acted upon the suggestion and no time was lost in 
forming a Provisional Committee. 
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In this respect, there is an entry in the minutes of the June 5, 1883 Committee 
meeting of the Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution. It says that the Hon. 
Secretary (Mr. Moss) "reported that the Superintendent (Mr. Rose) and Mr Johnson had 
been making enquiries with reference to obtaining a suitable place to recommence Divine 
Service for the deaf and dumb adults in the metropolis". The Institution Minute goes on to 
say that "the Baptist Lecture Hall had been promised with the understanding that a 
Provisional Committee representative of the various denominations be formed to undertake the 
responsibility of the arrangements". The memorandum from Mr. Blake specified 
representatives of various denominations. The Institution Committee agreed 
that "it was desirable to recommence Divine Service in Melbourne and that in order to promote 
the objects a Provisional Committee should be established and further arrangements were left 
with the Hon. Secretary and the Superintendent. 

Extract of Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution minutes ofJune 5, 1883. This is the decision which lead 

to the establishment of a provisional committee from which the present society originated. 
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Messrs. C. N. Officer MLA (Presbyterian), John M. Bruce (Baptist), the Hon. 
William Bates (Independent), Edward Newbigin (Wesleyan) and Samuel Muller 
(Episcopalian) became the members of the Committee. 

The first meeting of the Provisional Committee took place on Friday, 22nd 
June, 1883, at 4.00 p.m. in the Baptist Church Lecture Hall, Little Collins Street, 
Melbourne. A Constitution was framed for an Organisation entitled "The Victorian 
Society for Promoting the Spiritual and Temporal Welfare of the Adult Deaf and Dumb". On 
April 6, 1886, the name was changed to "Adult Deaf and Dumb Mission". 

Divine worship commenced under these new auspices in one of the 
classrooms adjoining the Lecture Hall of the Baptist Church on the following 
Sunday, 24th June, 1883. It was conducted by the Rev. W. Moss and Mr. Rose and 
on subsequent Sundays by Messrs. Rose and Johnson alternately, until the 
appointment of Mr. Peter Holt as salaried part-time Missioner on September 8, 
1884 

The members of the Provisional Committee each subscribed nine Guineas 
and invited all the deaf to a Social Tea in the Baptist Lecture Hall on October16th, 
1883, paid for from that money. Later, that same night, a public meeting took 
place under the Presidency of His Honour, The Chief Justice Sir William Foster 
Stawell. Sir William, at that time was also President of the Victorian Deaf and 
Dumb Institution and Patron of the Adult Deaf Cricket Club. 

The "Argus" newspaper on October 17, 1883 in referring to the event as a "Deaf 

The Hon. William Bates. 
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and Dumb Reunion" reports Rev. William Moss, who by then was Honorary 
Secretary as follows: "The necessity for providing a special religious Service for the Adult 
Deaf and Dumb in Melbourne has for some years been felt by those who have been brought into 
frequent contact with that afflicted class of the community. This necessity has arisen, not so much 
from any increase in the number of deaf mutes arriving from Europe or America, but from the 
fact that many of those born in the Colony, and who have been educated in our own Institution, 
are now, from various causes, principally with a view to obtain regular employment, resident in 
the neighbourhood of the metropolis. None of these are able to benefit by the ordinary Church 
Services and unless some special provision be made for them must remain without religious 
instruction and influence". 

The Rev. H.A. Langley of Prahran moved the first resolution. It was "that the 
establishment in Melbourne of Divine Worship for the deaf and dumb is an object that 
commends itself to the practical sympathy and prayers of all Christians". He urged the 
appointment of a Missionary to visit the deaf mutes in their homes and look after 
their spiritual welfare. Rev. Samuel Chapman seconded the motion which was 
carried unanimously. Mr. J. M. Bruce moved and Mr. E. Newbigin seconded, the 
following resolution which was adopted. "That it is desirable that a Young Men's 
Mutual Improvement Society for the deaf and dumb be established in Melbourne and that the 
following gentlemen be appointed a Provisional Committee to prepare rules and regulations to 
be submitted at a future meeting of deaf mutes, viz:- Messrs. C. M. Officer MLA, J. M. Bruce, 
W. Bates, S. Muller, E. Newbigin and the Rev. W Moss". 

Charles M. Officer, MLA. 
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Adam Muir, in his recollections of the event, says that he made a maiden 
speech at the request of the Chairman of the meeting, Sir William Stawell and 
Rev. Moss, supporting the new Mission. Adam was able to speak and writes of 
himself as deaf but not mute. He said his speech was well received. Adam Muir 
also says of that night that Stanley Bruce, son of the Committeeman, J. M. Bruce, 
was present at the meeting. As readers will know, Stanley Bruce became a Prime 
Minister of Australia. 

Evidently Samuel Johnson was disturbed by the lack of progress in the new 
movement. For although Divine Service was being conducted every Sunday 
morning and the Mutual Improvement Society was also holding weekly 
meetings, he felt, as did the deaf and dumb themselves and their friends, that "it 
would be desirable that efforts be at once commenced to obtain and support a Missionary. The 
work of the Missionary would especially be to attend to the religious, moral and social welfare of 
the deaf and dumb resident in Victoria who, owing to their peculiar affliction, are unable to join 
in or obtain benefit from ordinary church services and who to a great extent are excluded from 
the usual methods of mental and moral improvement." This statement appeared in the 
"Argus" newspaper of Saturday, March 15th, 1884, with the futher statement that 
"it was thought to be of great importance that endeavours be made to erect as soon as possible a 
church for the special use of the deaf and dumb in some central locality and in connection 
therewith a room for week night gatherings of a general character". 

It would appear that Johnson was associated with what would, nowadays, be 
termed a "public relations" campaign in conjunction with Mrs. S. Lewis, 
stepmother of the first pupil of the Victorian School for Deaf Children, Lucy 
Lewis. This view is supported by the publishing of a letter in the "Argus" from Mr. 
Johnson dated March 19th, 1884. There is a letter from Mrs. Lewis in the same 
paper. 

Miss Lucy Lewis, first pupil of The 
Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution. 
Miss Lewis later became Mrs. Solomon 
Moss. 
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Mr. Johnson, in his aforementioned letter to Frewin, said that he "waited on Mr. 
Moss with the view of getting him to solicit subscriptions and to appoint a Missionary". This 
Mr. Moss opposed, until, at last, Mr. Johnson went to the newspapers. Mr. Rose 
accompanied him to the Editor of the "Argus" and a reporter from the "Daily 
Telegraph" called on Mr. Johnson at the Institution. Some of the subscriptions 
arising from the press references were acknowledged in the "Argus" of May 21, 
1884. Even though Mr. Johnson is critical of Mr. Moss and states that "charges of 
neglect of the adults were levelled against the Rev. Gentleman", Mr Johnson said that Mr. 
Moss "always maintained a friendly attitude toward him". Mr. Johnson commended 
Mr. Frewin for the formation of a Ladies Committee, which included Mrs. 
Martin, Mrs. Luke and Mrs. Templeton. 

It was in 1884 that the dream of a salaried Missioner came true. Mr. Peter Holt, 
the appointee, commenced on 8th September 1884. To pay his costs, the Deaf 
Congregation collected £172.11.1 for the benefit of the Mission and a further 
El 09.17.4 was received toward the building fund from a sale of gifts. The sale was 
organised by Mesdames Martin, Templeton and Luke. 

Clearly 1884 was a year of great activity. In February of that year it was decided 
by the committee to make an appeal to the Christian public of Melbourne and to 
this end, collection books were distributed amongst the deaf mutes. The search 
for a Missionary was made in June of 1884 and the Committee eventually 
appointed Mr. Holt, after interviewing two other applicants. Mr. Holt was 
required to devote "three days and Sunday of each week" to the work of the Mission 

Mrs. James (Hannah) Martin. 	 Mrs. Samuel Luke. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

I.-NAME. 

The Adult Deaf and Dumb Mission." 

II .--OW ROTS . 
1. To provide the means for religious worship and instruction for 

the adult Deaf and Dumb of Victoria. 
2. To visit the Deaf and Dumb in their homes, especially when 

sick or in distress. 
8. To assist the Deaf and Dumb of good character in obtaining 

suitable employment. 
III.-MEMBERSHIP. 

Every Subscriber of Ten Shillings and upwards per annum shall be 
a Member of the Society, and every donor of £10 and upwards a 
Lite Member. 

VV.-MANAGEMENT. 

The Management of the Society al2all be vested in a Committee, 
consisting of a President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, and 
twelve other Members, to be elected annually. 

V.---•MICZTINOS OP MEMBERS. 

An Annual Meeting of Members shall be held in Melbourne in the 
month of April, to which a report of the proceedings of the previous 
year shall be presented ; together with an audited account of receipts 
and disbursements, and by which the Officers and Committee for the 
year thence ensuing shall be elected. Special meetings of the 
Members may be called by the Committee, or by a requisition signed 
by not less than twenty Members. 

TI.—DUTIES AND POWERS ON OOMMITT112. 

The Committee shall meet at least once a quarter, and three shall 
form a quorum. The minutes of each meeting shall be taken by the 
Secretary, and duly recorded in a book to be kept for that purpose. 
The Committee shall have power to fill up all vacancies which may 
occur in said Committee during their term of office; to appoint a 
missionary to make arrangements for the conduct of public worship, 
of Bible classes, or other religious services ; and to adopt and carry 
out any means deemed necessary to secure the objects of the Society, 
and to increase its usefulness. The Committee shall also have power 
to make or amend bye-Laws for the regulation of their own proceedings, 
and for the guidance of the missionary. 

VII.--ALTERATION OP RULES. 

No alteration of Rules or additions thereto KIWI be made except by 
a Meeting of the Members of the Society, convened in accordance with 
Rule V., one month's notice of such intended alteration or addition to 
be given to the Committee in writing, and advertised by them not 
less than one woek prior to the meeting, at which any alteration or 
addition may be proposed. 

Constitution of the "The Adult Deaf and Dumb Mission," which, apart from the different name, was 
adopted on March 31, 1885. The name adopted on that night was "The Victorian Society for Promoting 
the Spiritual and Temporal Welfare of the Adult Deaf and Dumb." 
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and he was : "to receive for his services at the rate of £21.0.0 per quarter and all travelling 
expenses". When first appointed Mr. Holt was not very familiar with the manual 
sign system but by "earnest application he has so far succeeded in acquiring a practical 
knowledge of it to be able to conduct Divine Service by its means with comparative 
facility". 

The Committee's work of 1884 led to a public Social Meeting at the Baptist 
Lecture Hall, Little Collins Street, East Melbourne on March 31st, 1885. It was on 
this night that Mr. Moss gave a report of activity for the previous year and that Mr. 
F. J. Rose delivered an address to the assembled group. The Secretary then read 
the proposed Constitution of the Society, which is printed elsewhere in this book. 
The motion to adopt the Constitution was moved by Rev. E. J. Watkin, seconded 
by Mr. Page and carried unanimously. 

At this point research for this history becomes frustrated, because the 
complete set of our printed Annual Reports up to and including the year 1901, 
has been lost. Fortunately the remainder are intact. There is reference in our 
minutes to a deaf man, Alex Williamson, having bound a complete set and 
presented it to the Library. However, its whereabouts is a mystery. Nevertheless, 
some years ago, whilst sorting old records stored in the Society's Church tower, 
the writer was lucky enough to find copies of unbound Annual Reports for the 
four years 1889 to 1892 inclusive. He also discovered an 1886 Report in the 
Mitchell Library Australian collection in Sydney. Sadly, finding the 1886 Report 
has led to confusion. This is because it somewhat obscures, rather than clarifies, 
the exact year the Society should celebrate its Centenary. 

The Annual Report of 1889 was numbered the Fifth and all numbering since 
then indicates the Centenary is 1984. The "Argus" newspaper of April 1st, 1885, 
refers to the "First Annual Meeting of the Victorian Society for Promoting the Spiritual and 
Temporal Welfare of the Adult Deaf and Dumb being held the previous evening (31st Marcii, 
1885), chaired by Mr. James MacBain, President of the Legislative Council". A year later 
the 1886 printed Report, as seen in the Mitchell Library, is headed "First Annual 
Report of the Adult Deaf and Dumb Mission, presented to a public meeting on 6th April 
1886". The "Argus" of April 17th, 1886 also refers to the 1886 meeting being the 
first. The "Age" newspaper of 20th April, 1887, refers to the "Second Annual 
Meeting" having taken place the previous day. One year later in 1888 the Herald 
newspaper wrote of the "Fourth Annual Meeting" taking place. 

How does one account for the one year difference? The reason appears to lie in 
a pedantic approach taken in the numbering of the 1886 Report The 1886 
report, in a legal sense, was quite correct when it claimed to be the "First", because 
it was produced one year after the date upon which the Constitution was adopted. 
Prior to 31st March, 1885, no Constitution had been formally adopted, although 
the Aims and Objects had been stated in 1884 in general terms in newspaper 
accounts and announcements. By 1888 the Committee appears to have decided 
that 1884, a year in which considerable progress was made by the Provisional 
Committee, should not be ignored. The "Argus" newspaper report of Saturday, 
March 15th, 1884, is perhaps one of the keys to the mystery and verification that 
the starting point of effective work was 1884. It says that "a movement has been started 
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in Melbourne to provide more effectually than at present for the welfare of the adult deaf and 
dumb population". 

Having attended to the formalities of setting up the new Organisation, the 
fledgling body began looking quite firmly to the future. 

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

1Oult puff anti pumb 

In presenting the First Annual Report, the Committee 
desire to express their unfeigned gratitude to God for the 
encouraging amount of success which has attended the 
operations of the Society during the past year. Those 
operations have been carried on mainly by the missionary, 
Mr. Holt, who during the year has paid 437 visits to the 
deaf mutes under his care, which visits have involved a 
considerable amount of travelling, owing to the circumstance 
that the homes of those visited are widely scattered through-
out the various suburbs of Melbourne. Nearly 2000 miles 
have been traversed by the missionary, 510 on foot, and the 
rest by rail or cab at a cost of .C7 8s. 11d. The results of 
these visits have fully justified the expenditure both of time 
and money, and the benefits derived therefrom by way of 
counsel, sympathy, and in some cases of substantial help, 
have been duly appreciated and gratefully acknowledged by 
the recipients 

The attendance at the Sunday morning service has been 
well maintained during the whole year, and on the occasion 
of the Anniversary Service, held on Sunday, April 4th, the 
number of deaf mutes present was fifty-two. 

A fortnightly prayer meeting has been established, but 
at present only a few have attended it. A girls' Bible Class 

Copy of the first page of the I 8,96 Annual Report of The Adult Deaf and Dumb Mission. (Courtesy of the 

Mitchell Library). 

20 



Chapter 3 
"The Homeless Years" 

The twenty year period, 1884 to 1904, could be thought of as the "Homeless 
Years"; for it was not until Sunday, May 22nd, 1904 that the first building the 
Society owned was opened. This chapter picks up some of the events of those 
years. 

First and foremost it was the purpose of the Committee to provide a Missioner 
to visit the deaf in their homes, to look after them and to assist in matters of 
employment, information and interpreting. The Mission was concerned for the 
"soul and the mind of the deaf people of Victoria". 

Mr. Peter Holt was the first appointee, holding office for just over three years 
from September 8,1884 to January 1888. According to the records he "peformed 
his work well and was very much liked by the deaf people". He appears to have worked 
from his home, although the Asylum and School for the Blind, St Kilda Rd., 
Prahran was the address in the 1886 Annual Report Unfortunately a dispute 

Mr. Peter Holt. First missioner in Victoria 
anc4 indeed Australia. September 8, 
1884 to January, 1888. 
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arose between Mr. Holt and the Mission Committee concerning the 
administration of the Sacraments and performing weddings. In a statement to 
the Mission Committee dated September 29th, 1887, Mr Holt said that the deaf 
mutes had wanted him to be able to "peform  the aforementioned services directly instead 
of interpreting them as they were performed by others". The petition was signed by fifty-
three of the deaf mutes. 

Mr. Holt was informed that, because the Mission is not a Church or a 
Denomination, "the Committee has no power nor means of obtaining for Mr. Holt that 
ordination (or recognition) to the full status of a Christian Minister necessary to the 
administration of the Sacraments and to the obtaining of legal authority to marry". 
Futhennore, "the Mission has been constituted on an undenominational basis similar to that 
of the Melbourne City Mission, whose Missionaries are not required to either minister the 
sacraments or celebrate marriages". The Committee further advised Mr. Holt that "the 
requirements of the deaf and dumb in regard to both sacraments and marriages can be met by 
the Ministers of the Churches or the denominations to which the deaf severally belong". Mr. 
Holt resigned on October 15, 1887, giving three months notice. 

The resignation of Mr. Holt led to the appointment of Mr. John F. Blanche as 
Missionary on probation for a period of three months to commence from 
February 10th, 1888. Regretfully, Mr. Blanche, although acceptable to the 
members, had an accident to his foot and felt unable to continue the positon. The 
Committee granted him some leave and during the period up until late 
November, 1888, when Mr. Blanche finally resigned, Mr. Fred Frewin acted 
temporarily in the position. 

After the Deaf Sub-Committee had been consulted at his request, Mr. Fred 
Frewin was appointed Missioner on December 14th, 1888. Mr. Fred Frewin was 
the non-deaf brother of the very active deaf man, Mr. Frank Frewin, and son of a 
Clergyman. A little over 3 years later, on February 5th, 1892, Mr. Frewin's 
resignation was "accepted regretfully". 

Mr. Fred Frewin. Missioner, December 14, 
1888—February 5, 1892. 
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The fourth Missionary was Robert Ross Patterson. He was born in Larkhill 
near Glasgow in Scotland. Matthew Miller, the deaf leader, in an article which he 
wrote for the October, 1895 issue of the "British Deaf Mute" states that "Mr. Patterson 

arrived in Australia in 1888 and immediately obtained an appointment in a bank". It 

appears that Mr. Patterson kept his position in the bank during the whole of the 
time he was part-time Missioner to the deaf in Melbourne. It is said that Mr. 

Mr. Robert Ross Patterson. Fourth missionary, 
1892-1901. 

Mr. Matthew Miller (Deaf). Mr. Miller was an 
active committee man and together with Adam 
Muir and Eugene Salas, was the first deaf 
representative on the Mission Committee. 

EDITED BY ERNEST AERAHAM AND JOSEPH HEPWORTH. 

VOL. IV. No, 4S, 	 OCTOBER. 1895. 	 YRIcE TWOPENCI. 

Historu oF our Adult Nat' and Dumb Societies. A-4- 
yielbourRe Y1 /4dult Deaf and Dumb Mission, ykustralia. 

Masthead design of "The British Deaf Mute" October 1895. Note Ernest Abraham was one of the joint 
editors. It was in this issue that Matthew Miller wrote his article about the Melbourne Adult Deaf and 
Dumb Mission anc4 in particular, Mr. R. R. Patterson. 
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Patterson had no great experience of the deaf in general then, "nor of the nature and 
extent of the duties which would be required of him, but a sense of duty led him to offer his • 
services and to see what he could do". Mr. Patterson, brother of the deaf man W. A. 
Patterson, was chosen from the three applications, which had been sent in, and 
quickly rose into popular favour amongst the majority of the adult deaf. He 
rapidly increased his knowledge of the deaf and of their finger and sign language. 
"He does not pretend to any great attainments but he can give a very pathetic, graphic, or 
interesting account of anything that suits his fancy". 

Mr Patterson advised the Committee on 26th September, 1900, that his 
official duties in the bank no longer permitted his retaining the position of 
Missionary. His resignation was accepted with great regret and Mr. Patterson was 
thanked for his offer to continue for a time to enable the Committee to find a 
successor. That successor was Ernest J. D. Abraham who commenced his duties 
on 9th October, 1901. 

It is interesting to note that nine years before he eventually took office, Mr. 
Abraham had applied from England for the position of Missioner, at the time Mr. 
Frewin resigned. He was not offered the post. On the resignation of Mr. Patterson 
the special committee decided to advertise in England and to ask the Rev. Sleight 
and Mr. Abraham, who was, of course, still in England at the Bolton, Bury and 
Rochdale Society for the Deaf, to take charge of the replies and recommend the 
most suitable applicant. One wonders how Abraham, who was well known to 
readers of the "British Deaf Mute" and the "British Deaf Monthly", and had been 
rejected previously, felt about this! 

Site for a Church 
The obtaining of land and gathering sufficient funds to build the much 

desired Church and Institute was a long struggle. The first record in the Minutes 
regarding the land search is on 24th September, 1888, in which "Mr. Bates 
undertook to make enquiries respecting an allotment of land in Russell Street, belonging to the 
Society of Friends". At the same meeting Mr. Newbigin said he would "enquire ifa site 
could be obtained adjoining Wesley Church, Lonsdale Street" and the Hon. Secretary (Rev. 
Moss) agreed to "enquire ifa small allotment could be leased to the Committee by the Trustees 
of the Scots Church or of the Independent Church in Collins Street". These enquiries were to 
no avaiL 

A further land purchase attempt was made in March of 1898. The land was in 
Russell Street, but Mr. Newbigin informed the Committee that he had been told 
that we would have to buy sixty feet. Presumably this was more than the 
Committee wanted and the Russell Street idea was dropped. 

There was good news for the Special Committee Meeting held in the 
Congregational Hall on the 19th October, 1898. The business was to consider the 
purchase of a "site in the vacant land adjoining the Australian Church in Flinders Street". 
This was an historic day, because it was then it was unanimously resolved to 
purchase 40 feet of land at a price not exceeding £40.0.0 per foot. It was decided 
that the purchase be made in "the names of Messrs. Newbigin, J. C. Muir, Patterson and 
Martin". By December 20th, 1898, the deed was done and Mr. Newbigin reported 
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Locations of the Adult Deaf Society of Victoria from 1884-1984. 
(1) The first Y.M. C.A. building in Russell Street. 
(2) The Baptist Lecture Hall in Little Collins Street, Melbourne. 
(3) The second of the Y.M. C.A. Buildings — Bourke Street. 
(4) The Independent Church Congregational Hag Russell Street. 
(5) The Flinders Street premises. 
(6) Jolimont Square. 
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that "the 40 feet of land in Flinders Street had been bought at a cost of £1,600.0.0, of which 
£800.0.0 has been paid". 

There is an interesting note in the Minutes of June, 1900, in which, with 
respect to the land, a letter was received from Griffiths Brothers Pty. Ltd. (the tea 
firm) asking the Committee to ̀ pay a sum of 9 guineas, being a quarter of the expense of 
making the right-of-way between the properties and putting pitch on the footpath" That right-
of- way still exists as the laneway between the "Herald" car park and the adjoining 
building. The Committee agreed with the request, noting that Griffiths Brothers 
Pty. Ltd. on the Eastern side of the lane, and the Freehold Investment Co. were 
paying the balance of the amount 

The Deaf Sub-Commitee lost no time in pushing for the erection of an 
appropriate building on the new site. They wrote to the Mission Committee in 
late 1899 suggesting that the Sub-Committee should be empowered to make a 
"special appealfor funds toward the building by means of a circular". This was approved of 
and the matter left in Mr. Patterson's hands to supervise. In October of 1900, 
Adam Muir suggested that the Duke of York, who was to visit Australia, be asked 
to lay the foundation stone of the new church. The Committee considered the 
idea to be a good one, but said that funds were not sufficient to start building 
operations. 

Although the purchase of land exercised the minds of all concerned with the 
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Mission during this "homeless period" other issues received attention. 
For example the matter of September, 1885, concerning the observance of the 

"Ordinance of the Lords Supper for those of the adult mutes who have become Christians" 
loomed large. Its influence on Mr. Holes position with the Society has already 
been discussed. The Mission purchased Hymn books, Bibles, and a Pulpit Bible 
for use at Sunday morning Services. 

There was a wish expressed in December of 1885 by John Muir, Hon. 
Secretary of the Deaf and Dumb Young Mens Mutual Improvement Society, for 
the approval of the Mission Committee to establish a Sunday Evening Service. 
The sanction of the Committee was withheld "on the grounds that at present the 
establishment of such a service would be premature and that there would be considerable 
dijficulty maintaining it". 

Further to the matter of worship, a letter was read from the Deaf Sub-
Committee, suggesting that Communicants be examined by Mr. Patterson and 
two assistants "to be appointed by the Congregation". This was to be in place of the 
examination by a "Clergyman as at present". The matter was left in Mr. Patterson's 
hands and the Committee took no further action upon the letter. The matter of 
Communion obviously was to the forefront; the following item in the Minutes of 
the Deaf Sub-Committee of September 19, 1893, is interesting. "Mr. R. R. Patterson 
informed the meeting that Mr. Duguid and himself went to McEwan C9' Co. Ltd and purchased 
an electro-plated flagon and two cups for the Communion Service at a cost of£4.17.6". Mr 
Miller engraved on them the words:—"The Adult Deaf and Dumb Mission Melbourne 
1893". The Society still has those three items in a beautifully preserved condition. 
The engraving is the work of a Craftsman and reveals the fine skill, which 
Matthew Miller possessed. 

It eventuated that there was no separate Church building until the Chapel was 
built in the Jolimont Square grounds in 1930, however the Assembly Hall of the 
building in Flinders Street was designed to be multi-purpose to overcome the 
absence of a Church Building. A lectern and a prayer desk survive from the 
Flinders Street building and may be seen in the Jolimont Chapel to this day. Until 
the Society possessed its own premises, meeting places varied. The Baptist 
Lecture Hall in Little Collins Street, which is now demolished, was used until 
February 22nd, 1891. Both the Lecture Hall and an adjacent small room were 
used, depending on the needs of the function being conducted. 

On March 2, 1891, Room 14 of the new YMCA Building at 69 Bourke Street, 
Melbourne, was taken "to be used every night of the week". It was furthermore agreed 
that the Lower Hall would be used every Sunday night. The building was very 
new, having been opened on January 27, 1891. One can surmise that, when the 
decision to move to the new YMCA Building was made, it was intended that the 
stay be reasonably long. However, there were some difficulties. The Room rent 
was increased and there were problems of access through the main front door on 
Sunday evenings. The YMCA was in financial difficulty and, as a result of the Bank 
crash was forced to liquidate in May of1893. The YMCA negotiated regarding its 
problems with the result that the premises were sold to the Salvation Army by the 
mortgagees for £20,000. 

The connections between the YMCA, our Mission and the Institution were 
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Baptist Lecture Hag Little Collins Street, Melbourne. 

strong. For example, Sir James MacBain was President of the YMCA in June 
1892. Aside from the Cairns and Muir connection, there was a Mr. G. Guillaume, 
who was on our Committee until 1886 and was on the original YMCA Board in 
1871. The first President of the YMCA was Sir William Foster Stawell, The Chief 
Justice of Victoria. The same gentleman was also President of the Victorian Deaf 
and Dumb Institution from its inception. The Hon. Sir James MacBain, our first 
President, followed him into that Office in 1890. Apart from Sir William Stawell, 
there were three other members of the first YMCA Board on the Board of the 
Institution in 1871. They were Rev. J Martin, of Collins Street Baptist Church, 
(husband of Hannah Martin), His Honour Judge Pohlman and the Hon. C. J. 
Jenner MLC. Clearly F. J. Rose, Adam Muir and the pioneers of our Organisation 
were well connected and benefited from the interest of these and other caring 
people. 

But let us return to the story of our stay at the YMCA. The financially depressed 
time led to the Mission having neither the wish, nor the funds, to pay the higher 
rents which the YMCA was forced to charge. Therefore, the search was on for 
other meeting premises and also, as mentioned earlier, for land. On December 
4th, 1891, a fruitless approach was made to the Department of Lands for vacant 
space near Princes Bridge. Enquiries were made also at St. Pauls Cathedral for the 
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Mr. H. Sumner Martin, son of Mrs. Hannah 
Martin. Hon. Secretary of the Mission from 
1892-1911. 

Y.M.C.A_ Building Bourke Street, Melbourne. Now headquarters of the Salvation Army. 

28 



availability of rooms in which to meet. On February 5th, 1892, it was decided to 
continue at the YMCA on a month to month basis. 

In October of 1892 the Committee Minutes say the Committee Meeting was 
held at the Congregational Church, which is also known as the Collins Street 
Independent Church, on the North East corner of Russell and Collins Streets. 
These were to be the borrowed premises right up until our own new premises 
were built in Flinders Street. During this period there is occasional reference to 
rooms being used, from time to time, at the Baptist Church in Little Collins Street 
as well. This is especially true of the women's groups. Additionally, functions 
were held, from time to time, in rented rooms such as the Victoria Coffee Place in 
Little Collins Street. (Now "The Victoria Hotel"). 

Another noteworthy event of the period was the creation of the Deaf Sub-
Committee. It appears to have grown out of a special meeting held in the Baptist 
Hall on October 26th, 1887. This was the meeting of the Congregation called to 

Congregational Hag Russell Street, Melbourne. (Now demolished). 
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consider what steps should be taken to induce the Mission Committee to grant 
Mr. Peter Holt "the rights and powers, which he requested of them and which were refused 
him". There were about forty-one adults present and Mr. David Piper took the 
Chair. He reported on the interview between the Young Mens Mutual 
Improvement Society Committee and Sir James MacBain. Mr. Adam Muir 
moved and Mr. Piper seconded, that a petition be got up, signed by the 
Congregation and forwarded to the Mission Committee, requesting them to 
grant Mr. Holt the rights, which, in the opinion of the congregation, should be 
granted to him. As a result of these discussions and, as those Minutes say, "after the 
important business was done" David Piper moved and Adam Muir seconded that a 
Sub-Committee be formed to enquire into and attend to, church matters in 
general. The motion was carried and a committee of six viz: Messrs. Piper, Miller, 
A. C. Muir, E. Salas, J. E. Muir and C. Hawkins was elected by the Congregation 
for that purpose. Up to this time there had been no representative committee of 
the Congregation and many of the functions were performed by the Young Mens 
Mutual Improvement Society. 

There was very strong feeling amongst the Congregation about the Holt issue. 
The Congregation Meeting on January 12, 1888, decided to recognise Mr. Holes 
many kindnesses by way of a gift "A talk was then indulged in about the future of the 
Mission, the interview the three delegates, Messrs. Piper, A. Muir and M. Miller had with the 
Rev. W Moss, last night; was explained to the other members and it was decided owing to the 

Mr. Eugene Salas. Mr. Salas was one of the first 
three deaf representatives on the Mission 
Committee. He was also the first missioner to the 
deaf with The South Australian Adult Deaf and 
Dumb Mission. 
30 
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organisation and especially The Young Mens 
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short notice after the interview, to postpone discussions to some other meeting to allow all to think 
well over the matter" There is a significant Minute in the Deaf Sub-Committee's 
books of February 14th, 1888. It says, "when the future of the mission, as postponed from 
last meeting was reconsidered and it was finally decided that nothing should be done against the 
Provisional Committee, but that an effort should be made to get some of the mutes included in 
the next Committee, it was also decided that the committee should go and see Rev. W Moss re 
same". The upshot was that Adam Muir, Matthew Miller and David Piper were 
elected to be representatives of the Deaf Congregation on the Mission 
Committee. The Sub-committee said that, in the event of Mr. David Piper being 
objected to on account of his being employed as the Collector for the Society, that 
Mr. Eugene Salas should be the nominee. 

The Mission Committee was glad to have these people. Muir, Miller and Salas 
were accepted into membership at a Meeting in the Baptist Lecture Hall, Little 
Collins Street East, on Tuesday 10th April, 1888, at 4.00 p. m. They attended their 
first meeting on June 8, 1888. Thus began the presence of at least three deaf 
people on the Society's Board of Management. Nevertheless, it must be 
remembered that F. J. Rose, who had been on the Provisional Committee since 
1883, was himself deaf. Therefore, it can truly be claimed that deaf people have 
been involved in the management and direction of this Organisation, since its 
inception. 
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Chapter 4 
"The Flinders Street Period" 

Having purchased the land at 32-34 Flinders Street, a site between Exhibition 
Street and Spring Street, the Committee's thoughts turned to erecting the 
Building. It was opened with three Services of Worship on Sunday, 22nd May, 
1904. The first was when the Anglican Bishop of Melbourne, Bishop Clarke, 
dedicated the new church and took as his Bible text Luke 18: 10-14. The second 
was an 11:00 a.m. Service conducted by J. T. Love and the third was a 7:00 p.m. 
Service conducted by Rev. H. G. Nicholls. Messrs. R. R. Paterson, Fred Frewin 
and E.J. D. Abrahams interpreted the hymns into "The Poetry of Motion". The 
foundation stone had been laid six months before on Saturday, 5th December, 
1903 by the President of the Society, the Hon. Sir Samuel Gillot MLA. The 
builders were H. Hemmingson, whose contract tender of£2,862 was accepted on 
October 19th, 1903. This was exactly five years after the decision to purchase the 
land. Building work began on 28th October, 1903. 

Among the decisions made by the Architects, Messrs. Klingender and 
Newbigin was the one that the Assembly Hall would have movable seats and a 
level floor. The Hall was large enough to take 250 people seated. Sadly, the plans 
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Invitation card to the laying of the Memorial Stone at Flinders Street on 5th December, 1903. 

33 



of this Building are not in our possession, although we do have a number of 
excellent interior photographs. The Society sold it in 1924 to McMillan and Co. 
for £17,000. It was subsequently purchased by the Herald and Weekly Times Ltd. 
All but the Eastern wall was demolished in the 1960's to become the newspaper 
distribution and loading area. As at February, 1984, the Eastern wall, with its 
bricked-in windows can still be seen by walking down the narrow laneway at the 
side of the Herald Building. 

,•21 
The Flinders Street building Note the laneway Lesslie Newbigin, architect of the Flinders Street 
wall. Portion of which exists in 1984. 	building. 

Mr. Abraham addressing a group from the stage of the Flinders Street Assembly Hall. The Hall was on 
the upper floor. 
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One of the architects, Lesslie Newbigin, died on 6th May, 1904, that was just 
sixteen days before the Official Opening of his project. Lesslie was the son of 
Edward Newbigin. Edward was a Board Member from the inception of the 
Society. 

It is interesting to note that the committee, in signing the contract for the 
Building, refers to it as "the front portion". Clearly there was a plan to add residential 
accommodation for apprentices and trainees, as well as what was called a 

The Flinders Street library, ground floor — first room on the right. 

Mr. Robert Luff (seated at left) and Mr. Frank Frewin (seated right) issuing library books. 
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The games room in use at Flinders Street. The games room shown here, was two rooms, which opened into 
each other — they were the second and third rooms into the ground floor from the street. 

Mr. J. Muir (left) and Mr. .EJ D. Abraham in Mr. Abraham's office on the upper floor of the Flinders 
Street building 
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"Technical Institute". In fact the extensions were never done, although Mr. 
Abraham in a memo to the Board dated 16th June, 1921 firmly expressed the 
view that the Building should be completed. The Deaf Committee was obviously 
keen to see the Building completed, for in a letter dated 25th June, 1923, it asked 
the Board that very question. However, as matters turned out, no further work 
was done at Flinders Street; instead, Jolimont Square was purchased. That is 
another story and dealt with later. A note in our records states that the last 
meeting of the Committee was held in the old building (Flinders Street) on 24th 
March, 1924. 

There are numerous interesting items in our records about major and minor 
events at the Flinders Street premises. A few are mentioned here. The Church 
lighting was improved by the addition of52 candle-power lamps. The telephone 
"apparatus" was connected on 9th July, 1907 with a rent of £5.0.0 yearly. The 
telephone number was 223. The notice board which is now in the corridor of the 
Community Centre outside the Jolimont Square Social Club was specially made 
for the hall. An "Autocopyiste Printing Press" was purchased in mid 1904 with the 
object of issuing a "Mission Monthly Letter". The purchase price was £3.12.6. These 
"Monthly Letters" were very much enjoyed by deaf persons. It is fascinating to note 
that only 60 copies of the first issue were printed, because "the parchment blistered 
and then broke", the original copy of the first of these beautifully hand written letters 
was done by one of the deaf members Mr. E. Smith. 

There was a very close vote among the deaf members at one time on whether 
smoking should be allowed one night each week in the Young Men's Room. The 
vote was won 17 in favour and 16 against 

Mrs. Daisy Muir (widow ofJohn Muir) speaking with Mr. H. S. Parkinson and Miss Doris Hickey in 
1968. In the background may be seen Miss L Sanders (left) and Miss E D. McConnan (centre 
back). 

37 



‘, 	: 1. 5 EPT Er-1 eiE R. 1904. 

— o,  Li. v/ 

-ADULT DEAF (5c DUMB MISSION OPVICTORIA- 
_,- 

r 

I \ 

Th 

974-1 C-5.-L14-19-:  (fir "I + -A-7-1 

"44'1,  - 	ZIG( 074- 	 ate.-  

	

-fr L,142- 	 .ar_4 E. o/z 

fi€44 4- 	 s.(-; -Csc: 

	

;- 	 "r. 1-441  CZ A71. 	 -4-&14-- 

(-ad .'" 

50‘i1c-1- cff-41".1 	 , 1 	 cz: 	4< 	.4 -vv._ 

`!f , 	 kc4 e-4664.. al/ 0-C -0 rt.-, 	 CGL-4 	4_ etc ld 	(1, t-_o-cs-ed 

	

_ 	- 1 z - 	
Cr/ 	

s:21:""4-4M-Ci-e4/i E/' 't-ee 

-t..1 	, 
27—  

C--Ct-1 -c 	 Ct-L 71f 	r."47_-‘, e t-L *1.,./! -t-e-C-e-e • 	cz /1- 	cf 	-6/c-el-fru . 

6-4 / -1124 1 • 1-4-7-1,-"4 that (L 4/Lcr-Zi (I 	ec= 

c2 	 ti 7/  L. 4.-L' 	 44.-"C 	 CrrL-e> 

' 
-z-s• 

A  	//a/  e s 	///ri  05 

_ 	 *t.ce 	 - 	a ez‘p„ca 	 134.4 

e r!-41  

-1-14eL 	 Cr41,t,  C 	 6711X.;0 	 hi4Zerr-g. 4-At 	 a-(„ect dur 	 

/o /./ 4i 	1:7-Zerve- 	 /- 	 exep-te 4.4 - .4 	 a ex  7 7' 

K r7....4.-rn.4..fe.e.e., a- 	St., 

.147-Crn.e, . Cie 	c2 

cle4,4:f X.a/Lee 4f-z.e.6 Ce kt2-q-c 	tit- ./.4 	o 	"AA 	'ezikire TEA'S 4 1-g dLI - 

- t-e-Z 	 C1.2472-7 	sY; ..,,,r7-z/Z-e-2-te.2.41-  a >t d t ,-,V2.4,14,-;:, 	 4 -1-e Plge4:141 

e"-  frn,e 	 . 	 /Pt 	4 	 1P,1. 	 (4.44, 

/1  a .y.es a-rk't A.4-.1.,c.0.611 t,_ 49'10 

, 	u 	mac, vx 4C  ::f Ov...s-t.i/ 	 7r; c a -4(2. 	1..rfte-e4 

ae-wa 'a z/Z-3-4-&-; 
Lf_eze  

.0-eireg-ee 	c 

woc.a.4.747 	 47," 	 a42.4,0Led 4  

a 	 o / 	— 	 c--frz wvi 	"(cry 
er 

LP- tt' 

Zer.0-‘,Y• •Cfir2.6 	 Lt a 6.  Or)-.171-C11-;314- L-41  - 

cz..t.4 	CO/I/A.. 7/ e4.-eadtAtf -c,21.-- dr.-e Pfra--41-114-44-4Zi-- 

Copy of the first page of the first issue of "Our Monthly Letter',' — September, 1904. 

38 



The Melbourne Deaf and Dumb Counci4 1902, organised to assist in a publicity campaign to raise funds 
for the Flinders Street Church and Institute. ( Standing — left to right) J. E. Muir, Ernest Smith, S. Moss, 
W. Peters, L Downes, W.A. Paterson, E. Burke. (Seated — left to right) Frank Frewin, C. Reynolds, 
E.J. D. Abraham, A. C. Muir. (Front Row) I. Tenny, J. Dempsey, J. Boortz, F.J. Rose and M. L Miller. 
Apart from Mr. Abraham, all these gentlemen were deaf 	 • 

Guests of Mr. and Mrs. Abraham at 
the Abraham residence, "Knutsford" 
Rathmines Road, Auburn, on 
Saturday, March 11, 1905. The 
occasion was the 20th Anniversary of 
E. J. D. Abraham commencing as a 
worker amongst the deaf and dumb. 
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In-citation card to the "Knuts ord" garden party. 

Young Women's Society, 1906. Mrs. Luke is seated in the front row, second from the left. 

The first marriage ceremony held in the building was on 28 th June, 1905 when 
Miss Louisa Stewart married Mr. Leslie Downes. Les Downes was very active in 
the "Lecture Entertainments", which were given by Mr. Abraham and others to 
promote the work of the Society and, at the same time, raise funds. 

Aside from the Public Lectures around Melbourne there were regular lectures 
for deaf members. An example of the content of these Lectures is one entitled, 

40 



 

 

 

 

Mr. Solomon Moss — taken on his 
67th birthday in 1918. 

Group of men, members of the Mission — thought to have been taken in 1908. Note Mr. Rose, seated on 
the right hand end of the second row. Mr. Cornelius Reynolds, father of Ernest Abraham Reynolds is 
seate4 second row, third from right. 

41 



The ten youngest girl members ofthe Mission, Christmas 1911. They were — Misses Tottie Fletcher, Rose 
Dow, Doris Dais, Emily Smith, Maria Collins, Doris Hickey, Florrie Chapman, Jessie Muir, Nellie 
Adams and Ida Kennedy. The named persons are believed to be listed left to right, but this is not 

certain. 
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Mr. George Mortimer — an active deaf member 
in the Flinders Street period. 



• ,moz4500,  

Mr. John M. Paul — hearing son of deaf Scottish parents. Missioner at Flinders Street from 1914 to 
1918. Mr. Paul returned to his ailing father in Scotland. Subsequently he came to Brisbane as the 
Superintendent and Missioner of the Queensland Deaf Society. He left the Queensland Society to form the 
Queensland Association of Deaf and Dumb Citizens. 

"The Greek Philosophers". Other Lecture titles listed reveal equally learned material. 
The records of the 20 years at Flinders Street are crammed with references to 
sporting events, tea meetings, annual meetings, fund raising events and the like. 
The Building became a most important focal point in the lives of the deaf people 
of the day. 
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Chapter 5 
"Blackburn" 

It is reasonable for the reader to wonder what prompted the Society to 
purchase land, then build, at Blackburn. The Annual Report for the year ending 
31st March, 1907 gives some help. It says, "During the 22 years of the existence of the 
Mission the Committee have had forced upon them the need of a deaf and dumb Asylum, where 
those who are advanced in years and those who have reached the age where the training given by 
the Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution ceases, and yet are unable, through infirmity of mind 
or body, to maintain themselves, may find a shelter, and at the same time not be under the 
necessity of entering a Benevolent Institution, where they would be unable to converse with the 
other inmates through the deprivation of speech and hearing". 

The concept of a Farm was expressed by Samuel Johnson, Hon. Secretary of 
the Adult Deaf and Dumb Mission, South Australia., in a letter to the Adelaide 
Press dated September 30th, 1898. He said, "The Committee of the Deaf and Dumb 
Mission purpose purchasing a Farm where those deaf mutes who are so seriously afflicted as not 
to be able to earn a living may find a home and such light work as they might be able to do. The 
purchase and equipment of a farm of say 100 acres near Adelaide would cost about £5,000. 
This scheme will not only save those sorely afflicted ones from the destitute asylum but the 
gathering of them together into such a home as we propose to establish will lighten their affliction 
and brighten their dark lives. They will have the satisfaction of being able to do something 
towards their maintenance, as nearly all will be able to do light gardening, tend cattle, or mind 
poultry. Any deaf mutes who may be temporarily out of work will be employed on the farm until 
they can get back to their former occupations. When the farm is in working order it will be self 
supporting". 

As a result of that newspaper item, John Howard Angas, a well known and 
prominent citizen of Adelaide, gave 280 acres at Parafield, about 9 miles North of 
the city. It was given, first on Trust and then "if shown to be adequately used became the 
property of Trustees". Eventually, as history has shown, the conditions were met and 
it was indeed put into the ownership of the South Australian Mission. 

The Mission in Melbourne would have been well aware of these moves in 
South Australia. Yet, oddly, other than "agreeing to send congratulations to South 
Australia" neither the Minutes, nor the Reports, expressed then, a desire for a 
similar enterprise in Victoria Perhaps it is because so much effort was being put 
into the establishment of the Mission Building in Melbourne. 

Ernest Abraham was much impressed with the Adelaide Farm. This is 
revealed in an article in "The British Deaf Monthly" of December, 1898. Mr. 
Abraham, then still in England, was the Magazine Editor and said in the April 
1899 edition; "We cannot but envy our Australian deaf cousins their good fortune and hope 
that the splendid examples set by Mr. Johnson and Mr. Angas may excite emulation in all 
quarters and especially in the Old Country". Mr. Abraham went on to say, "Why should 
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Mr. IliIliam Dean, a deaf man, who left a legacy of £25 in 1906 for the Home and Farm Scheme. 

not the Institute of Missionaries for the Deaf (U. K) or the Guild of St. John set about solving the 
problem of how to provide employment for the more difficult cases among the deaf on similar 
lines instead of allowing them to drift into the work house or perish on starvation wages? We 
believe a Farm or Institution could be made self supporting, although that is not the chief 
consideration. Who will take up the idea on behalf of the British deaf Then there is the 
item in "Our Monthly Letter" dated June 1906. It says that the late W. Dean, who was 
one of the oldest members of the Adult Deaf and Dumb Mission of Victoria has 
opened the "longed for" Farm and Home Fund by leaving a legacy of £25.0.0. for 
that purpose. 

The first record regarding the Farm and Home is in the Committee Minutes 
dated 18th July 1906. It says that a donation was reported by the Collector, Mr. 
Williamson, to the funds for a Farm in aid of deaf mutes. The Secretary was 
instructed to inform him that "no such Fund has been inaugurated but that ifhe so desires, 
the donor's contribution can be kept in abeyance, pending the discussion of the subject at the 
Special Meeting to be called when the scheme is submitted by Mr. Abraham". Clearly Mr. 
Abraham was intent on the Farm scheme. This is evident from his Australian 
activities in the matter and also from his English writings, before he was even 
appointed to the Melbourne position. 
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In the "Age" newspaper of October4 th, 1906 an item refers to the Government 
Budget Under the heading of "Forward Policy by Sir Thomas Bent" £2,000 is listed, 
"towards provision for Farm for feeble minded adult deaf and dumb". The condition of that 
£2,000 was that a like sum be raised. The Committee Minutes, a few weeks later 
on October 31 st, 1906 said that "the question ofraising £2,000 towards a Farm for infirm 
and feeble minded deaf and the necessity to supplement with a like sum was considered". It was 
resolved to raise the money, but "no reference is to be made to aged deaf, without the 
consent of Mr. Bent (The Premier)". There was a discussion as to whether the Mission 
should guarantee to pay the current expenses of the Farm, should it not be self 
supporting. It was informally decided not to give the Government any 
undertaking that such expenses would be met by the Mission. At a subsequent 
meeting the Secretary reported that, "no guarantee had been asked for, nor given, as to 
support of the Farm and that the Government had consented to including aged deaf mutes with 
feeble minded and had stipulated for a representative on the Trust". 

Quite obviously, if it were not for Mr. Abraham's energy and his offer to raise 
the £2,000 to match the Government offer, the Blackburn scheme would have 
been delayed. As events turned out, the money was raised at an extraordinarily 
well organised Bazaar, held at the Melbourne Town Hall for three days during 
June, 1907. The Hon. Secretary of the Mission (Mr. H. Sumner Martin) and the 
Superintendent (Mr. E. J. D. Abraham), in a joint letter to the "Age" of August 9th, 
1907 advised that "Some months ago we appealed through your columns for£2,000 toward 
the establishment of a Farm and Home for Aged, Infirm and Feeble Minded Deaf Mutes, to 
which the Government had also promised a like amount. We now have the pleasure of 
announcing that over £2,600 has been subscribed by the public after payment of all expenses". 
The way was now clear to claim the Government money. It was actually received 
in July 1907. 

The next step was to select and purchase the Farm. The Committee, in 
September, 1907, resolved on the following policy. Namely, that "it is to be kept in 
view first and foremost in the establishment of the Farm the good of the people for whom the 
Institution is established. The Farm to be along the lines of intense cultivation of a small area; 
inexpensive buildings to begin with. The Hon. S. Mauger and Messrs. Peacock, Griffiths and the 
Officers of this Society be a Sub-committee to advertise for sites and submit a policy for 
Management". Meanwhile Mr. Abraham's fare was paid to Adelaide "so that he could 
make himself acquainted with the knowledge of the Parafield Farm". 

The search for a site began in November, 1907. One near the Kew Asylum had 
been considered, but it was "too exposed". Seven months later on 15th June, 1908, 
the Committee was informed that the Blackburn Lake site had been selected. Mr. 
J. Cronin (Principal of the School of Horticulture) recommended it The 
Committee had wanted to buy only 50 of the 70 available acres at £20.0.0. per 
acre. However, the owners would not accept less than £21.0.0. per acre and 
would only sell the whole 70. Therefore, the Committee decided to purchase the 
lot The area purchased was in fact 75 acres, 20 perches. The transfer, as per the 
Certificate of Title (Vol. 3325 Folio 664897) was dated 17 February, 1909. 

The Society took possession of the Blackburn Estate on August 28, 1908. 
Clearly Mr. Abraham was very keen to get the scheme going. For, even before the 
final purchase of the land was complete, the Sub-Committee reported that they 

47 



ADULT DEAF AND DUMB MISSION OF VICTORIA. 

Adult Deaf and Dumb Building. Flinders Street E , liffe!1:-)urne. 
Patron. His ticel:eac) the Goveenor, Sir Reginald Talbot. k C B. 

Farm and Home 
For Aged, infirm. and 

Feeble=Minded Deaf Mutes 

A GREAT BAZAAR and 

Village Fair 
WILL BE HELD IN THE 

°MELBOURNE TOWN HALL 

On Tues.. Wed.. Thurs., 25th. 26th, 27th June, 1901. 

IN MD OF THE ABOVE. 

The Stalls will be contributed by the various 
suburbs of Melbourne, country towns, and the Deaf 
and Dumb. 

Flower Stall 
The Committee of the Bazaar earnestly invite 

your kind co-operation in making this stall a  

success. Contributions in money or goods will be 

gratefully received on behalf of the cause by the 

members of the Committee, and by the convener 

ERNEST J. D. ABRAHAM. 

Adult DeaT and Dumb Building, 
Flinders Street E., Melbourne. 

Poster for the "Village Fair,' fund-raising event for the Farm and Home. 
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Handwritten minutes of a meeting for deaf people, held 24th January, 1907. The purpose was to plan 
fundraising events for the Farm and Home Scheme. 
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1968 aerial VieW of the lake and the old buildings at Blackburn. The spot (lower left) indicates the present 

location of "Lakeside Lodger' 

;0  • , 

"Ok.arita',' Box Hill — from 1908 a temporary training home for deaf people. 
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Home for Aged and Infirm and Training Farm for Feeble-Minded 
DEAF MUTES 

TO OUR FRIENDS WHO RAISED THE FUNDS 

WH!CH ENABLED THE COMMITTEE V) PL:RCH.ASE tHE BLACKBL:RN 
L \KE EST.\ FE AND ERECT- 	ABOVE .N \1ED HOME. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Arrangements are being made for the holding of an out-door FESTIVAL IN CONNECTION 

WITH THE OPENING CEREMONY of the New Home at Lake Park, Blackburn. 

The many enquiries made by the friends who took part in the great Bazaar in 1907 encourages 

us to believe that we still retain your sympathy and interest, and that you will be glad of the 

opportunity to take part in the completion of the work that you assisted in establishing. 

We have pleasure, therefore, in asking your attendance at A SOCIAL EVENING to be 

held in the ADULT DEAF AND DUMB BUILDING, Flinders Street. Melbourne, on 

WEDNESDAY: OCTOBER 6th, at 7.45 p.m., when details of the forthcoming Festival and 

Opening Ceremony will be given • G. G. Mercy, Esq. (chairman of late bazaar), will preside. 

Yours faithfully, 

September 24th, 1909. 	 ERNEST 	D. ABRAHAM. Convener. 

had rented a house in Box Hill for the temporary accommodation of deaf mutes 
who were working on the Farm. They had also sanctioned the purchase of 
furniture up to £35.0.0. to be charged to the Farm Fund. Eight or less adults were 
to be accommodated in the House. The Superintendent (Mr. Abraham) was 
allowed 12 shillings per week, each, for maintenance and £2.0.0. per week wages 
altogether. Accounts for light and fuel were to be paid by the Treasurer. This 
House was known as "Okarita", but a search has not found its exact location, other 
than it was in Box Hill, that it was rented from a Mr. Rawlings and was one mile 
from the Farm. We have a photograph of the House. The writer, after a fruitless 
tour of likely Box Hill Streets seeking the House, assumes it was demolished. 

A Committee consisting of Messrs. Griffiths, Peacock, Kent, Tudor, Miller, 
Dickens and Abraham was established to control the Farm and Home, including 
the construction of the buildings, but they had to report from time to time to the 
main Committee of the Mission. It was decided that the expenditure "should not 
exceed the surplus income of the Mission". It was also decided that Mr. Abraham should 
superintend the' Farm. 

Then began the designing of the buildings, whilst the planting of flowers was 
being done by those deaf people who were living in the Box Hill hostel. It was in 
February 1909 that the plans of the Architects, Messrs. Ward and Carleton were 
examined. Building work was to commence without any Women's quarters, 
except for servants. "All the main buildings are to be constructed of brick. The architects 
should be asked to ascertain what savings could be effected generally". The Tender of Mr. 

Invitation to a social evening in connection with the opening of the Central Buildings and Men's Wing at 
Blackburn 
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R. L Phillips for £2,980.0.0. was accepted. Due attention was paid in the plans to 
"such important matters as the separation of the sexes and the arrangement of the Dormitories 
and Dining Rooms so as to be easy of access for the Superintendent and the Matron". 

The Committee expected to be able to erect the whole of the intended 
buildings at once, but the money in hand did not allow for this. They determined 
not to mortgage the premises. Therefore the buildings first erected were the 
Superintendent's quarters, Dormitories capable of accommodating 17 men and 
the necessary staff of servants and the General Dining Room. Provision was made 
in the plans for the erection of the Women's Wing, either wholly or in part as soon 
as the money was forthcoming. According to the 1909 Annual Report there were 
about 30 applications for admission to the Farm and Home "all of whom would be 
suitable cases' 

The Opening Ceremony was performed by the Hon. W.A. Watt M. L.A., 
Treasurer of Victoria. On the day there was a very enterprising Carnival to raise 
funds to complete the Women's Wing. The programme commenced with an 
entertainment by the First Hawthorn Scout Troop. On the Lake there was an 
"Aquatic Gala", conducted by the Victorian Amateur Swimming Association, 
which included a "Grand Water Polo Match" and an exhibition of "various modes of 
entering the water". There was an exhibition swim by "Frank Beaurepaire, World 
Champion Swimmer". 

"Lake Park", as the area was called, was promoted as a picnic resort with food 
available, flowers for sale and boats for hire. According to an item in the Box Hill 
"Reporter" of December 3, 1909 the "attendance totalled close on 8000 and for upwards of 
2 hours there was a continuous stream ofpeople on foot and in conveyances filling the road from 
the station to the Park". The Railway Department experienced considerable 

Invitation card to the opening ceremony at Blackburn. 
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Adult Deaf and Dumb 

Society of Victoria 
(Incorporated) 

Home and Farm for Aged, 
Infirm and Feeble = Minded 

Deaf Mutes 

GI' Deaf Mute Centre, Flinders St. OFFICIAL PROfiRANDIE 
Open from 10 cm. to 10 p.m 

OF THE GREAT 

CARNIVAL 
Held at the DEAF MUTES' FLOWER FARM, LAKE PARK, 

BLACKBURN, on 

Saturday, November 27th, 1909 
in connection with the OPENING of the CENTRAL BUILDINGS 

and MEN'S WING, by the 

HON. W. A. WATT, M.L.A., Treasurer of Victoria 

and in aid of the Women's Wing Fund, and to supplement the present income. 
which is insufficient to maintain the whole of the urgent cases now existing. 

ERNEST J. D. ABRAHAM. Organisirg Sec. 
E. GRANVILLE MERCY, Hon. Assistant Sec. 

Home and Flower Farm, Blackburn. 

Cover of the official programme for the carnival held on the day of the official opening of Blackburn Home 
and Farm. 
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Crowds on the platform at Blackburn Railway Station on the day of the official opening of the Farm and 
Home — Nouember 27th, 1909. 

difficulty in dealing with the extra traffic. "Whether the Coal Strike was to blame or not it 
is a fact that some of the trains actually took an hour and 40 minutes to travel the 11 miles from 
Melbourne to Blackburn. This unfortunately delayed the programme considerably but the 
visitors took the delay in a most good humoured manner". 

"The "Age" described the buildings as "a Residence of two storeys containing large 
Offices, Drawing Room and five Bedrooms connected to the Mens Quarters by a corridor. To the 
rear there is a paved scullery and kitchen, which adjoins the Inmates Dining Room of30' by 20'. 
In the mens quarters, which will accommodate 20 inmates the main Dormitory and the Sitting 
Room are each 30' long by 16' and a wing approached under cover contains 4 single bedrooms 
and also 3 bathrooms supplied from the roof tanks. The Stables, Bulk House and Store lie 
detached and the scheme is to set up an Engine and Plant for raising water from the Lake for 
irrigation purposes. The Womens Quarters will be built after the same design as the 
Me-ns". 

At the Opening Ceremony, Mr. F. J. Rose, a member of the Society 
Committee, moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Watt in the "Deaf and Dumb Alphabet" to 
the following effect. "I propose that a hearty vote of thanks be accorded to Mr. Watt for his 
kindness in coming to open this grand and glorious Building It is 48 years since I started a 
school for deaf and dumb mutes on St. Kilda Road You will imagine how I feel on this happy 
occasion". 

A sour note was struck six months later, in mid 1910, when the "Argus" 
reported that "an application for financial assistance was received from the Superintendent, 
Mr. E J. D. Abraham, of the Adult Deaf and Dumb Society by the Nunawading Shire Council. 
Councillor Scott said that if less money had been spent on the palatial quarters of the 
Superintendent there would have been sufficient for the building of the Womens Wing of the 
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Mr. Abraham leaving the Home for his city office at Flinders Street. Photograph Circa 1910. 

Mrs. E.J.D. Abraham, first matron of Blackburn Home. Photograph taken Circa 1902. 
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Institution. It was a matter that should be enquired into No donation was forthcoming. 
The SocietVs response was quick and came from both Matthew Miller, our 
Assistant Treasurer and Mr. Abraham, who was quoted as being "Founder and 
Manager". They told the "Age" and also the "Reporter" in Box Hill that "what is 
regarded as the Superintendent's Residence filfilled many other purposes". 

Mrs. Abraham (centre seated), with Mr. Abraham (on her right) and the first residents and staff at 
Blackburn Home. 

View of boats on the lake — looking to the Lake Road end. 
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Boating on the lake Circa 1911. 

1911 view of the Central Road end of the lake. 
mormrammeramm111111169111 
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View of the lake from the South side. 

Relations with the Nunawading Shire were not good in the early years, 
especially with regard to payment of rates. The Shire took an Opinion as to the 
Society s liability. Likewise the Society obtained an Opinion from Messrs. 
Durham and Durham. The Society resolved to await a Summons. Little did they 
know that the issue was to drag on until 1921; the ruling by Mr. Justice MacArthur 
first being in our favour. The Society, he said, was not liable to pay rates. 

The Nunawading Shire, naturally unhappy with this turn of events took the 
issue on appeal to the High Court, the grounds being that the question was not 
"whether the purposes of the Society were exclusively charitable, but whether the land was used 
for exclusively charitable purposes". They claimed that the land and the lake within it 
were let for picnicking and recreation purposes and this precluded the Society 
from the exemption claim. There being no doubt that the lake was used for 
picnics and recreation purposes for the public at large and fees charged, the 
Society lost the Appeal and became liable for rates. The Judgement stated that 
"the land had been rated since 1909 as a single tenement and no part of it was separately 
occupied or rated". The loss of this case had important future implications for the 
Blackburn Scheme. The decision added to our operating costs to a point where, 
to avoid rates, the Flower Farm sales had to be dropped. 
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Picking jonquils and daffodils for the market in 1911. 

Loaded for the market. Mr. A. McLelland is the driver and Mr. C. Reynolds is seated 
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Tending the flowers — 1911. 

     

ter. 	,_,A;s1. r)72-ied 	0747(7,Xer-in. 

ireferedi ae 4e7Jeg ter fi en re.; 	e7 	fy/  

 

... e ..... 

     

     

/0 /X re ."' e -V-1/ CI (71 

   

GARDEN PARTY 
k We e/r/ n / /Ae 

(2.4e7/./f(te tWe'ffey tz,'er -le 177, 
Ct. 
 

1-1)0'141  

rI41 )e 111  0,1 ae er)//e PPP CC 

 

CI) 

p 	 re/Cry, /2/4, #_,(rrIefiX 49/0 

 

R.S.V.P. To 
Miss E. EurasoN. 

°EA. PAUTIt CfrP47rtg. 

orLsmorsies 	„ %AWLS 

 

TRAIN LEAVES FLINDERS ST. 

STATION, MEI. S. FOR SLACKEIURN 

AT 2.5 P.M. 

An invitation to the 1910 garden party for deaf members of the society. These were held annually for 
many years. 
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PROGRAMME. 

3 p.m.- - Inspection of Gardens and Home. 

3.30—Boating, Games, Special Amusements. 

5 p.m.—Assemble outside Home for group 
photo. 

5. 30--Tea . 

6.30—Games. 

Dusk ---Bioscope Entertainment. 

RETURN TRAINS : 

6.25, 	7.52, 	8.59, 	9.6, 	9.37. p.m. 

The Women's Wing on the left — soon after its official opening in 1912. 
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..X(.••••••••• 

Photograph of deaf guests at the 1910 garden party. 
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Almost 3 years after the initial buildings were opened, the first part of the 
Womens Wing of 6 rooms was opened by His Excellency the Governor-General, 
Lord Denman at 3.30 p. m. on 23rd November, 1912. The records of the day 
insist that this extension costing £1500 was only part of what was needed. High 
cost had forced the delay in building the total amount of space needed for 
women. A movie film of that opening was made by the "Commonwealth Government 
Operator" and the "Representative of the Amalgamated Picture Company Ltd". The 
Society still has a copy of that film, although the original nitrate version has since 
been converted to a "safety film" copy. Later still for the Centenary Celebrations, a 
Videotape version was made. 

A small notice appeared in the "Age" of November 26th, 1912 as follows: "To 
the Guests at the Opening Ceremony of the Deaf Mutes Home, Blackburn. You are invited to 
witness the production of a bioscopic picture of Saturday's proceedings at the Majestic Theatre, 
Flinders St. on Wednesday; at 11 a.m. Tickets may be had from officials of the Adult Deaf 
Society at the doors free of charge at 10.45 a. M. ". 

In 1917 there was an intent to complete the Womens Wing and to this end 
Lady Stanley was prevailed upon to commence an Appeal. However, with the 
intervention of the first World War it was decided to cancel the plan and defer the 
extensions. Seven years later, in 1924, the Committee decided it could complete 
the Building to the extent of additional Lavatory and Bathroom conveniences, a 
separate Dining Room, covered ways from one building to another and a small 
cottage to be used as a Hospital. Further bedroom accommodation for both men 
and women, a hot water service, a septic tank system and other minor alterations 
were carried out by Mr. F. J. Bellamy for the sum of £2897. Electric light had 
already been installed in September, 1916 at a cost of £78.12.0. 

The passing years included expansion of the reticulation scheme, purchasing 
of bulbs from Holland, local children raiding the fruit trees and use of the Lake 
and Central Rd. corner by the Deaf Athletic Club and the Lacrosse Team. 
Working bees of Deaf team members physically constructed the playing field and 
spent considerable time in maintaining the area Harry Puddy, who is still an 
active member of the Deaf Community, remembers his part in this work very 
well. The Cricket pitch survived until "Lakeside Lodge" was built over it, the pitch 
site was near the present entrance to Lakeside Lodge building. 

In 1936 the possibility of selling the Blackburn Property and purchasing 

Lacrosse being played on the sports ground, which was cleared by deaf members of the Cricket and 
Lacrosse Club in 1925. Note the Home in the background. 
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Deaf members of the Society in 1923 at Blackburn. 

another suitable site for building a new Home thereon was seriously entertained. 
After considerable negotiation the proposal was deferred. No reason is recorded. 
The deferral is puzzling, because plans to raise £9000 to refurbish and extend the 
existing Home were formulated instead. Perhaps it was thought to be the 
simplest solution. 

Over the years there have been many approaches seeking to purchase part of 
the Property. The first such recorded request was in August, 1928, whereupon it 
was decided that the property was not for sale. There were numerous enquiries 
from the Shire of Blackburn and in 1934 it was agreed that 28 acres of land to the 
East of the Lake, together with the 8.75 acres which comprised the Lake itself 
would be sold to the Shire for £2,000; the proviso being that the Society retain all 
rights to the use of the Lake. This did not proceed either. Then there was a move 
from the Blackburn Progress Association in April, 1938 wanting to buy the said 
area for £3750, but it could not raise the money. There were planning and zoning 
discussions over the years and at one time the Society created a subdivision along 
part of Lake Road and Central Road, near the junction. 

As time passed, not only was the Society having difficulty in obtaining 
satisfactory staff, but the buildings themselves were proving unsatisfactory for the 
type of care required by the residents. In January, 1935 Mr. Abraham intimated 
that, due to health reasons, his wife wished to be relieved of the duties of Matron 
of the Home at Blackburn. He felt that it was imperative that a trained assistant be 
given to him in the management of the Home and suggested that his son, 
Douglas Abraham be offered the appointment as "Farm and Home Manager with a 
salary at the rate of£5.0.0. per week. Further, that Mrs. Abraham (Jnr.) be Matron of the Home 
with a salary at the rate of £1.0.0. per week on probation of six months when both positions 
would be reviewed". Douglas Abraham and his wife held these positions until 
Douglas died suddenly on January 1, 1949. Mr. Martin Fraser was appointed as 
the new Superintendent of the Home. 

An historic step was finally taken on 20th April, 1965 when, on the motion of 
Mr. G. C. Tootell, seconded by Mr. R. A. Driver, the Melbourne and Metropolitan 
Board of Works was advised that "the Society will accept the sum of £115,000 in 



1961 Christmas Party for residents and friends. This was held in the Assembly Hall at the Home, the 
building on the right of the main building in photographs of the Home. 

,At 
1962 Christmas Party. Mr. Martin Fraser, Superintendent, talks to guests whilst Father Christmas 

(Mr. C. L McKirdy) plays his part. 
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compensation in respect to the Blackburn Lake and surrounding area, provided the City of 
Nunawading undertake in writing that upon subdivision they will not require any part of the 
remainder of the Society's land to be set aside for public open spaces. Provided further that the 
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works grants the necessary drainage easements for the 
remainder of the Society's Land without cost to the Society". The Lake and surrounding 
area totalled 33.1 acres. It was further resolved on the motion of Mr. R J. Davis 
and seconded by Mr. E. R Noble (a deaf member of the Board) that "the Society sell 
the whole of the Society's land at Blackburn which lies East of the area required by the 
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works, comprising 16.3 acres or thereabouts, to the 
Camberwell Grammar School or its nominees for the sum of £85,000". The disposal of 
these two sections left the Society with something like 21 acres on the Central Rd. 
and Lake Rd. side of the Lake. 

At the Board Meeting on February 23, 1965 Mr. Tootell reported on his 
attendance at the Home Committee Meeting and on their inspection of the 
buildings. Mr. Tootell said that, despite extensive improvements having been 
made in 1949 and having regard to the age of the Home buildings, he felt that "we 
would be faced with continuing great expense and upkeep. The capacity of the Home was 45 
residents, with a current residency of 18 occupants. As far as could be ascertained there 
appeared to be no prospect of an increase in the numbers. In fact it would appear that the 

Four residents, who acted as sign language "Carol Singers: with Mr. H. S. Parkinson and the Matron, 
Mrs. Sheila Ker — 1968. 
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Plan of the land owned by the society at the time of building "Lakeside Lodge." The subdivision was 
proposed but not executed. Note the other site considered for the new home. 
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numbers were decreasing". Mr. Tootell felt that consideration might be given to 
building a more compact establishment to house the residents at Blackburn, or at 
some other location. Meanwhile, in 1967 during the Matronship of Mrs. Sheila 
Ker, 6 residents were transferred from Angas Home, Parafield, S.A. to 
Blackburn. 

In 1968 there was a further, quite positive, move for improvement Two steps 
were taken. Firstly, to secure the value of the site a plan of subdivision was drawn 
up so that, should the land be acquired by any Authority, it would be acquired on 
the basis of sub-divided land. Secondly, the newly appointed Executive Director 
of the Society (Mr. J.W. Flynn) was asked to prepare a report concerning the 
Society's care of the Aged, Dependent and Handicapped Deaf. The report was 
presented to the Board on February 28, 1969. The Board agreed that the 
Executive Director be authorised to work with the Architect to the stage of ̀Y)encil 
sketches" for a new Home on the Blackburn site. Advice on the actual location of a 
new building was also required. Guidance was to be obtained from the Hospitals 
and Charities Commission and recommendations to be given to the Research 
and Development Committee of the Society. All this was done. 

In June, 1969, the Board accepted the recommendation that the site on the 
corner of Lake and Central Roads be adopted. This had been chosen because that 
section was level land, whereas the other possible location contained a valley. The 
chosen spot was also nearer to Blackburn Station and shops. The new Home, 
known as "Lakeside Lodge", containing 36 beds was built. The Tender of Van Driel 

Signing the contract for "Lakeside Lodge" — ("left to right) Mr. and Mrs. Van Drie4 (the builders), Mr. R 
Howden, (architect), Mr. G. C. Tootel4 ( Chairman of the Planning Committee), Mr. R A. Driver, 
( President) is signing the contract. 
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Work begins on the site of "Lakeside Lodge." 
	

View of site of "Lakeside Lodge" showing the Lake 
Road and Central Road corner entry gates. 
Photograph taken in 1971. 

Plan of "Lakeside Lodge' 

Work begins on the new! The old Home can he seen through the trees. 
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The lounge rooms — 1972. 

19 72 view of the new building — "Lakeside Lodge." 

Pty. Ltd., Builders for the sum of $362,247 was accepted. The Architects were 
Howden and Wardrop. A grant of $50,000 was made available by the then 
Hospital and Charities Commission and half of the building received a grant of 
$2 for $1 under the Commonwealth Dept. of Social Services Homes for Aged 
Persons Act. 

Patio outside the lounge rooms on the Central Road side of "Lakeside Lodge." 
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A bedroom — "Lakeside Lodge." 

Abraham Iling courtyard 
4.#410- . 	 ..,,e•A"....,..0.0`;....e.r.v0,0"410°.0.0,ArAWAYOWAIIP011,01/41100, ..,,e.r.0".4,0!".071,4r.0411"00.1,4.104,410Ar400411, 

Abraham Wing courtyard after landscaping in 1984 with a legacy from the late George Newnham. Mr. 

Newnham was a very active deaf member of the Society and was the first retired resident to move into 
"Lakeside Lodge." 
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The Official Opening was performed by His Excellency, Sir Rohan 
Delacombe, Governor of Victoria, at 3 p.m. on September 17th, 1972. Residents 
moved in on July 1 st, 1972. The new Home is of warm toned brick, with tiled roof 
and divided into two residential areas each surrounding a courtyard. There are 18 
single bedrooms in each of the wings. Centrally located between the two wings 
are the lounge and dining facilities, kitchen and handcraft areas. 

The philosophy behind the building was, "to allow the residents to feel at home, with 
a room of their own and a view outside to garden and trees". One wing was named, 
`Abraham' in memory of the long connection of that family with the work at 
Blackburn. The other was named, 'Elliott, in order that S.M. Elliott, who 
bequeathed a substantial sum for Blackburn, be remembered. 

The new Building was carefully designed to be multi-purpose, in that it looks 
after the health and well-being of the residents and also works towards 
rehabilitating them where possible. The aura of "institutionalism" was eradicated 
and replaced by a new atmosphere offering a sense of freedom. Residents are 
encouraged to move around and do things for themselves. A feature of the design 
is the wide passages and doorways, guide rails everywhere and no steps. The 
spacious new Handcraft Room was named after Colin McKirdy, who has had 
over fifty years association with the Blackburn scheme. Mr. McKirdy, in 1984 is 
still on the Society's Board of Management. His early visits to Blackburn were 
with his father, who helped and advised in the care of the animals at the 
Farm. 

Residents in the Colin McKirdy Handcraft Room. 
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The Superintendent's residence at Blackburn 1961 — note the attic has been enclosed. 

New of the Home from. South in 1969 — the Gardener's Cottage is visible on the far right. 

1969 view from the attic — note the lake through the trees. 
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In April, 1975, local moves were begun to obtain about two thirds of the 
remaining land for public purposes. This included the site of the old buildings, 
which were demolished in 1972. The local Council wanted to create further 
recreation space adjacent to the Lake Reserve Park. As a result the Society 
received $850,000 from the City of Nunawading for these 14.3 acres, now 
developed into a most attractive Reserve. The land still owned by the Society 
amounts to 6.73 acres (2.725 ha.). The astute reader will notice that the various 
areas mentioned as sold, plus what we still own, do not total the original 75.125 
acres purchased by the Society in 1908. The difference is 4.725 acres or 
thereabouts and this was resumed for roadmaking; mostly of Lake Road. 

1969 view rom the Women's Wing 

1969 view of the Women's Wing from Central Road. 
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Main building seen from Men's Wing. Entry to the Assembly Hall is at the end of the path. 

Men's Wing walkway. Bedroom doors on right 	Billiard Room on lift 	196 9. 
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1969 view of Laundry (left) and centre walkway to Kitchen and Dining ROOM. 

Goods entry from Central Road — 1969. 

View from Southeas4 showing Men's Wing. Photograph taken as demolition commenced in 1972. 
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19 72 view from balcony ofthe Home, looking along the new drive o_f"Lakeside Lodge" to Lake Road. The 
builder's hut is still visible. 

At the time of writing this history "Lakeside Lodge" is a Residence for deaf 
people, who have a wide range of ages and needs. However, in reading the old 
Home and Farm reports, one suspects that the needs of the present residents 
differ little from those outlined in the early years of this Century. We, however, 
are fortunate now in having far more up to date facilities and sufficient, 
knowledgeable, staff to carry out present day trends in meeting the residents' 
needs. 
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Chapter 6 
"Jolimont Square" 

The move from Flinders Street to Volimont Square", at East Melbourne, was 

probably triggered by a report from Ernest J. D. Abraham to the Committee 
the Meeting held Monday, 20th June, 1921. A report, in which he reminded  

Committee of the earlier plan, that the Flinders Street Building should be 
expanded. He listed what he believed were the incomplete parts of his original 

scheme for a "Perfected  provision for the deaf and dumb of this State that I have, for years, 

had in mind and which was stayed by the Great War". He said that an important part was 
"The completion of the Adult Deaf Mute Centre — providing additional facilities for Social 
Intercourse and Recreation. Also for Manual Training and Housing and Boarding of Youths 

whilst learning a Trade". 
The Architect and a Committee worked on some scheme, but this was 

deferred, probably because extensions were being done to the Home at 
Blackburn. The Deaf Committee wrote to the Committee in June 1923 asking 
about the additions. The Committee resolved that the Deaf Committee be asked 
to draw up a scheme to be submitted to the Architect A number of maintenance 
jobs on Flinders Street were deferred during this period. 

Aerial view ofJolimont Square — 1924. Look carefully for changes to the Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
Notice that Brunton Avenue did not exist then. The two houses closest to Wellington Parade South 

remain in folimont Square in 1984. 
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Suddenly, there is reference to the purchase of Jolimont. One can only 
assume, from the glowing accounts of the Jolimont Property written in the 
Society's Magazine and in the Newspapers, that it had been decided that Flinders 
Street was inappropriate for residential accommodation. Probably the Flinders 
Street site did not allow the kind and extent of expansion, which was clearly in the 
mind of the planners of the day. 

On January 29, 1924, it was moved by Mr. Sinclair and seconded by Mr. 
Peacock that the Society sell its Flinders Street premises and purchase Jolimont 
Square from Mrs. Ariel and Mr. Ball. 

The  "Argus" of February 21, 1924, says the following:— "By the sale of their 
premises at 32-34 Flinders Street to MacMillan and Company Limited for 1 7,000 and the 
purchase of Jolirnont Square, Wellington Parade for £25,000 the Adult Deaf and Dumb 
Society of Victoria has acquired an Historic property. When Governor Charles La Trobe arrived 
in Melbourne in 1840 he bore with him permission from Sydney to purchase a certain amount of 
land in Melbourne for his own use. At the first land sale a few days after his arrival be bid the 
upset price of £500 for the first lot of twenty acres offered. . . . On this block he erected the first 
Government House, which he had brought with him from England and the name ofJolimont 
was given to it by his young Swiss wife. Jolimont Square, the new purchase of the Adult Deaf 
and Dumb Society was portion of this block . . . Few people know that so close to the City is a 
locality with such an old world atmosphere. The wide gates lead into a beautifully kept garden, 
flanked on either side by rows ofthree two-storey houses. During Governor .La Trobe's time one of 
these formed the quarters and offices for his staff Five of these houses are built of wood, and must 
be nearly as old as the Square itself although they show little mark of time. The sixth is a 
handsome modern brick residence. The Property has a frontage of 312 ft to the parade and a 
depth of about 280 ft It is the intention of the Society to use the brick residence in Jolimont 
Square as a temporary Institute, which will form a Secondary College for the Deaf; and the 
grounds will probably be laid outfor games. Certain of the rooms will be altered to form a Chapel 
and others as Literary, Class, and Billiard Rooms. As soon as arrangements can be made the 
remaining houses will be used as Hostels and Club Houses for Deaf young men and women. 
The Society's present Hostel for men has been full for some time so that the success of this part of 

Entry to Jolimont Square in 1924. Note the original wooden gates. 
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Entrance to "Redcourt" from a spot near present Chapel entrance steps. Photograph Circa 1924. 

Guests at a garden party at folirnont Square. Thought to be March 21, 1925 — the occasion of the 
opening of the new tennis court. 
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The garden a Jolimont Square looking from the Palmer Street end toward the front gate. The Chapel was 
subsequently built at the far end of the lawn, 

View of the driveway and garden, looking toward Palmer Street, from a spot outside "Mornington" — the 

present H. E A. R Service. 
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the plan is already assured It will however be necessary to go more carefully into the question of 
the Womens Hostel as an expert and suitable staff is essential. It is also proposed to erect a Hall 
to accommodate about five hundred persons for the purpose of Meetings and Entertainments 
and to extend the Society's activities in other directions as well". 

A plan, drawn soon after purchase of the Square, showing the existing 
buildings and available buildings space appears elsewhere in this book. 
"Redcourt" was the first building on the left of the entry gate and the two storey 
brick segment of that Building is still in use by the Society. The ground floor now 
houses the Jolimont Square Social Club and the upper floor is a meeting and 
social area. 

Christmas Rallies have been popular for many years. This photograph of guests at the Rally was taken in 
1928. 

Rallies were no less popular 34 years later, as this 1962 photograph shows. The guests are standing in the 
area between the Assembly Hall and "Chatsworth" 
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Copy of a 1925 linen plan drawn by Messrs. Gawler and Drummond, architects. The original has red ink 
"doodling" in Mr. Abraham's writing, setting out the possible locations of the Chapel and other 
facilities. 
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"Chatsworth" before demolition in 1968. Note Mr. Albert Beard with the watering can! 
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The wooden building, which was immediately next door to the red brick 
building has since been demolished. In its place stands the present Coffee 
Lounge and Billiard Room. The Assembly Hall was built on the South side of 
that, on what was in those days a garden. "Otira", which was known as number 14 
and backed on to Charles Street, has been demolished. Likewise now demolished 
are "Chatsworth" which was known as No. 2, "Summerlie" No. 25 and "Highgate" No. 
15. "Mornington" a dark brick building with cream brick patterning, still remains 

Community centre, Offices and Assembly Hall in 1956. The centre building was demolished to make 
way for the new Coffee Lounge and Billiard Room, opened in 1967. 



"Mornington" photographed from the steps of the Community Centre in 1972. 

"Mornington" as the Hostel in 1947. Note the side of "Highgate" on the left. 
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and is used as the Society's H.E.A.R. Service. It was tenanted until early 1935, 
when Mr. and Mrs. Abraham moved in from Blackburn. Mr. Abraham died in 
early 1940 and the building was rented out again. 

In 1947 the then Welfare Superintendent and Missioner (Mr. Ernest A. 
Reynolds) and Mrs. Reynolds, established a Young Mens Hostel using 
"Mornington" and the adjoining house "Highgate". This Hostel operated until 
"Horace Bedggood Hostel" was opened in the rear of the grounds on the Corner of 
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VISION OF THE FUTURE. 

For those with Eyes which see. but Ears which cannot hear, and Tongues that do not weak 

Of this "Vision of the Future" only the Chapel was built in the style intended 

, 

Agnes and Palmer Street on 25th October, 1959. ( It is interesting to note that 
Palmer Street was once known as Torrington Street) 

Just why it took from 1927 until 1947 to use "Mornington"as a temporary Hostel 
is not clear. It is quite evident, from plans, that the aim was to use that building for 
the purpose and one would have thought that this could have been accomplished 
easily. The records are silent on this point. 

In September of 1960, soon after Horace Bedggood Hostel opened, the 

1947 photograph of the first "Mornington" residents taken with the matron, Mrs. Elsie Reynolds. Mr. 
Ernest Reynolds is third from the right, seated 
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Tender ofJ. H. Halliday for £6,294 to convert "Mornington" into two self contained 
flats was accepted. It was at this point that the Welfare Superintendent, Mr. E.A. 
Reynolds and Mrs. Reynolds moved in to the top flat, whilst Mr. H.S. Parkinson, 
Deputy Welfare Superintendent/Secretary and Mrs. Parkinson moved in to the 
ground floor flat. Following the death of Mr. Parkinson in 1972 and the 
retirement of Mr. Reynolds in the same year, the flats were vacant and rented out 
until 1976. There was an urgent need for additional office space in that year and 
the Board approved the use of the lower flat as an office for the Executive Director 
and two of the office staff. 

Returning now to 1924, we see that "Redcourt" and its adjacent wooden house 
were renovated, for the Society's use, soon after purchase. The two big Drawing 
Rooms on the ground floor were converted into an Assembly Hall with a small 
stage. Upstairs there were two rooms, one of which was allocated as a Billiard 
Room and the other as the Library and Meeting Room. On the ground floor of 
the wooden building the Superintendent' s office and another office were located. 
A Caretaker's flat and rooms for Women's meetings were on the top floor. The 
Society worked hard to raise funds to complete the renovations and to carry out 
the "Vision of the Future" drawn up by the Architects, Gawler and Drummond as a 
complete scheme for Jolimont Square in 1925. 

The only part of the original "Vision" to be built as designed is the Church. 
Doubtless, the economic depression of the 1930's and the Second World War 
prevented immediate action. New buildings were erected, but not in the original 
style apparently intended. 
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Invitation to the Service of Consecration of the site and laying the Foundation Stone of the Chapel —
1930. 
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The Foundation Stone of the Church was laid by His Excellency, the Governor 
of Victoria, the Right Hon. Lord Somers on Monday, January 13, 1930. His 
Grace, the Anglican Archbishop of Melbourne, opened proceedings with the 
following statement —  "Dearly Beloved in the Lords  we are gathered together here to lay the 
Foundation Stone of the Building which we humbly trust may in due course be consecrated as a 
House of God: and let us further devotedly pray that he will of his good providence bless all who 
in any way contribute to its completion• that he will protect from danger those who may be 
engaged in the building• and that he will send his blessing upon our undertaking". 

The mallet used by His excellency in laying the Foundation Stone of the 
Church was made of wood formerly used in the construction of Melbourne's old 
St. James Cathedral. The commemorative souvenir presented to his Grace, 
Archbishop Head, also had historical interest, because it was bound in boards 
which had previously seen service in the same grand old Sacred Edifice. Both of 
the gifts were contributed by the Architects Messrs. Gawler and Drummond. 

The Church was consecrated on Thursday, 5th June, 1930 at 8.00 p.m. by the 
Venerable Archdeacon Hancock. It was, he said, "Not for the use of one denomination, 
but for all". Archdeacon Hancock said "Hallow and bless this Place, which we now set 
apart for Thy Service". The address was given by Rev. Dr. W. Borland of Scots 
Church, the lesson being from Ephesians 3: 14-21 and read by Rev. H. Crawford 
of Collins Street Congregational Church. The Service was conducted by Rev. 
W. D. Jackson of Collins Street Baptist Church. Miss Alice Graham, a 
philanthropic deaf member of the Society paid for the whole of the rostrum. The 
interior was furnished mainly by deaf members. A feature of the interior was the 
curved and tiered seating and the special lighting of the rostrum area. The church 
was of Spanish Mission style. Apart from the later removal of a screen from the 
front of the centre pew, the Communion rail and the addition of a pulpit 
commemorating the work of Mr. C. R. B. James, the Church is largely in its 
original condition. 

It is puzzling that, when the Society said it was having difficulty in repaying the 
£11,000 due in 1929 on the purchase of jolimont Square, it spent £2,736 the 
Church building and £289 on the Church furniture. The records are not clear. 
Indeed, there is a suggestion that, a substantial donation of many hundreds of 
pounds was given specifically, and only, for the purpose of building the Church 
and that some time limits were put on the availability of that donation. J.M. 
Griffiths, who was on the Committee of Management from 1902 to 1908, is 
thought to have been the donor. He is listed as having contributed £300 to the 
special fund. He was connected with "Ensign Teas", which was on the opposite 
corner of the lane-way at the side of our Flinders Street premises. 

Although, in 1924, some alterations were made to "Redcourt" and the adjacent 
building, it was not until 23rd July, 1955 at 3.30 p.m. that the grand plan of 
creating an Assembly Hall and other areas bore fruit. His Excellency the 
Governor of Victoria, General Sir Dallas Brooks declared the premises open. 
Among the Speakers on the day was Mrs. Daisy Muir, widow of J. E. Muir. Mrs. 
Muir said that the years of patient working and waiting were well rewarded in the 
provision of a Hall, which would cater for present and future requirements. The 
Hall included a gallery and stage as well as dressing rooms. From the Northern 
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Architects wash drawing of the proposed Chapel. This grand design was reduced in scale. 
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1978 photograph of the Chapel with Palmer Street and the rear lawns visible. 

Rev. Len Brassington, first ordained part-time Chaplain to the Society. Rev. Brassington was from the 
Anglican Church Chaplaincy Department. The Society contributed financially to the Church to have his 
services. Rev. Brassington is no longer Chaplain, but has continued his interest in the Society and in deaf 
people who seek his services. 
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The Deaf Sign Language Choir rendering "Bless This House,' accompanied by Mr. John McFarlane at 
the opening of the new Assembly Hall on July 23, 1955. Mr. E. R Noble is signing in the back row (left) 
and Mr. H Puddy is next to him. 

His Excellency Sir Dallas Brooks, Governor of Victoria, opening the Assembly Hall. With him on the 
platform are (left to right) Mrs Bedggood, Mr. Horace Bedggood (President), Lady Brooks, Mr. C.R B. 
James, (Hon_ Director of the Society) and Mr. George Wigney. 
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side of the Foyer, entry was made into the old wooden house which was converted 
into quite a large Supper Room. This area previously housed the Society's offices. 
These in turn were moved to the ground floor of "Redcourt", to the area which was 
until then, the Assembly Hall. 

The life savings of the late Solomon Moss provided a significant part of the 
finance for the Assembly Hall project. Solomon Moss, a deaf man, died on 5th 
March, 1931. He was a Collector for the Society for nearly 30 years and was a 
much valued and esteemed member of the General Board. He left over £2,000 to 
the Building Fund. His wife, Lucy Moss, predeceased him by 3 months. She was 
the first, and for some time the only, pupil of the first school for deaf children in 
Australia, started by F.J. Rose. Mrs. Moss was Miss Lucy Lewis. Mr. Moss, 
himself, was the fifth person to enter the school and they had a very long and 
active life amongst their deaf friends. Both were just on 80 years of age when they 
died. 

The Society' s then President, the late Roy A. Driver, opened a new Recreation 
Lounge on November 16th, 1967. This area linked the office block to the main 
Assembly Hall. The renovation of the old office area in 1980 and creation of the 
Jolimont Square Social Club, a licensed club for deaf people, was the last of the 
alterations to the Community Centre up to the present time. 

To set aside part of the Society's premises as a Licensed Social Club was a 
significant departure from the norm and in its day was quite a step of faith; faith in 
the ability of deaf people to manage their own business and to abide by the 
requirements of the Victorian Government Liquor Commission. That initial 

Photograph of the Coffee Lounge and Assembly Hall taken a few days before May 14, 19 70, when the 
Society's name was changed by the deletion of the word "Dumb". Note the old brass nameplate on the 
bluestone wall 
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.The new name plate  at the  Wellington Parade, South Gates following the name change in 1970. 
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Interior of the new Coffee Lounge and Billiard area. 
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in making collections sufficient; not only to pay all working expenses, but to add a fair sum 
annually to the Building Fund". Mr. C. M. Officer, M.L.A., in seconding the motion, 
remarked that "the institution was well-deserving of the support and sympathy of the public. 
If 40 subscribers of two Guineas annually could be obtained it would remove all uncertainty as 
to the Missionary receiving his salary". 

The financial path from those early remarks in 1884, to the present day, is 
strewn with the pleasure and the pain of obtaining adequate funding for 
Buildings and Programmes. 

Certain key events in the financial history of the society emerge. Undoubtedly, 
the activity of Mr. E.J.D. Abraham, with his fund-raising ability and flair for 
promoting the organization, has led to much of our present security. Soon after 

The deaf sign for "Heaven'.' 
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Mr. Les Downes, a very active deaf member of 
the Mission, who assisted Mr. Abraham in the 
fundraising programmes. 

his arrival in Melbourne in 1901, he instituted adventurous, fund-raising 
schemes. One of his ideas was to travel to different Churches and Town Halls, 
providing an entertainment and giving an address about Deafness. The 
entertainment normally included a demonstration of signing by a group of deaf 
ladies dressed in long, flowing Grecian gowns. Often included was a humorous 
presentation by Mr. Downes, a deaf man, or by Mr. J. E. Muir. Frequently, the 
choir of the local Church and other friends, took part in the programme. This 
built up finance, but perhaps more importantly, built up in the community a 
knowledge of the Organization and about Deafness. 

Prior to this, the Society appointed collectors, who received 15% of their 
collections. Mr. C. Jones, the first, was appointed on 26th June, 1885. He was 
followed on 18th December, 1885 by Mr. D. Piper, a deaf man and formerly a 
"pupil-teacher" at the Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution. Collecting from the 
public was not without its problems. In 1894, Dr. Watkin, Hon. Treasurer of the 
Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution wrote to the Mission deprecating the 
present system of collecting in the country. The Secretary of the Mission 
Committee was instructed to write to Dr. Watkin, informing him that the 
collector is provided with a letter, plainly indicating the distinction between the 
two organisations and offering to appoint two of the Committee to meet two 
delegates from the Institution, with a view to obviating any clashing on the part of 
prospective collectors. 

There is reference in 1894 to the falling off of income, due to a depression in 
trade and the "Argus"  report of 8 th May, in reporting our annual meeting says "the 
funds of the mission were locked up in one of the reconstructed banks in which they were 
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deposited". It was expected, however, "that they would be released by the time that a 
sufficient amount had been collected for the erection of a Church. In the meantime the committee 
felt assured as to the safety of the money". One wonders just how assured they 
really felt! 

A DU LT Deaf & Dumb Mission 
OF VICTORIA. 

PROGRAMME OP 'flit': 

PUBLIC MEI-1:TING 
AND 

ENTERTAINMENT .. 
HELL) IN THE 

ALFRED HALL, BALLARAT 
ON • • • 

MONDRY, DECEMBER 8TH,190?, AT 8 P.M. 

IN AID 

ADuur DEAF 	Du \Hi 

INSTITUTE FUND. 

"lite Worshipful the Mayor, ('&c. C. C. SUOPPEH, M.L.A. 

in the Chaii. 

'Illustrated Programme 3d. 

Front cover of the programme of a public meeting and entertainment held in Ballarat on December 
1902. 
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In 1907 the Government said that £2,000 would be available, if the Society 
could match it, to build the Farm and Home at Blackburn. Mr. Abraham set 
about fund- raising by means of the great Bazaar at the Melbourne Town Hall and 
raised £2,600 or thereabouts. 

In 1912 the committee wanted to extend the Blackburn buildings to put up the 
Womens' Wing. £1,419 was in the Building, Furnishing and Benevolent fund, 
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Programme for the Ballarat Public Meeting in 1902. 
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but advice from the Chief Secretary was that this could not be used for Building at 
Blackburn. Therefore, in late 1913 or early 1914 Lady Stanley, wife of the 
Governor, agreed to put her name to a committee to collect funds for the 
Blackburn Project The advent of the First World War forced the cancellation of 
this Appeal. There are records of other moves for public appeals to complete 
Blackburn and also to pay off the debt on the Jolimont property, as well as to re-
build at Jolimont 
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SUBSCRIPTION S. 

Balance cash from Bazaar, Robert Harper and Co. El 1 0 
per Mrs. Templeton.. £1 4 6 	Beath, Scliiess and Co. 1 1 0 

Small sums collected by— Throshel and Tankard 1 1 0 
Miss Leighton 	• • 	3 17 6 Samnells and Reeves 	.. 0 5 0 
Miss J. Forster 	• • 10 0 Hartnell and Hird 	• • 1 1 0 
Miss J. McCombe 	• • 3 1 0 J. Wright and Co. 	• • 1 1 0 
Miss A. Forster 	• • 0 10 0 	J. & A. & Co. 	• • 0 5 0 
Mr. A. Wilson 	• • 0 15 6 	Hugo Wertheim 	.. 1 1 0 
Mr. P. Clarke 	• • 0 5 0 	Wm. Watson and Sons 1 1 0 
Mr. Jas. Gibson 	• • 1 0 0 	Schoch, Bruggmann & Co. 1 1 0 

Hon. Jas. McBain, Life John Sharp and Sons .. 1 1 0 
member 	.. 	.. 10 0 0 	Paterson, Laing & Bruce 1 1 0 

Mrs. Gains, donation 	.. 2 10 0 	Geo. Webster and Co. .. 1 1 0 
Chas. Officer, subscription 2 2 0 	J. D. Beckett and Co. .. 0 10 0 
Collected by— Sargood, Butler and 

C. M. Brimmer 	.. 2 10 6 	Nichol 	.. 	• • 1 1 0 
F. Frewin 	.. 0 17 0 	Robinson Bros. and Co. 1 1 0 
Miss Forster, Footscray 3 0 0 	Chambers and Seymour 0 10 0 

Mrs. Porson, per Mrs. Stillwell and Co. 	• • 0 5 0 
Templeton .. 	.. 1 0 0 	Allen, Webb and Co. 	.. 0 10 0 

R. J. Wilson, subscription 1 1 0 	Fanning, Nankivell and 
Hon. Jas. Balfour 	• • 	1 0 0 	Co. 	• • 	 • • 1 1 0 
Hon. Win. Bates 	• • 1 1 0 	Rev. H. Herlitz 	• • 0 10 0 
A Friend 5s., a friend ls. 0 6 0 	C. J. and T. Ham 	• • 2 2 0 
G. Damman 	• • 0 10 0 	Dr. Bromby 	• • 0 5 0 
F. J. Rose, subscription 2 2 0 	Grice, Sumner and Co. 2 2 0 
Edw. Newbigin, „ 1 1 0 I Brooks, Robinson and Co. 2 2 0 
T. Prescott 	.. 	• • 1 0 0 ' Lewis and Whitty 	• . 1 1 0 
A. J. S. 	• • 	• . 0 5 0 	J. Moore 	• • 	 • • 0 10 0 
Duncan Love .. 	• • 1 1 0 	Rev. W. Moss 	. • 0 11 0 
Mathew Ladd 	• • 1 1 0 	Rev. Canon Chase 	• . 1 1 0 
A Friend 	• • 	• • 0 5 0 	Geo. Grey 	.. 0 5 0 
(ieo. Robertson and Co. 1 0 0 	Briscoe and Co. 	. • 1 1 0 
Halstead, Kerr, and Co. 0 10 0 Bell, Bruce and Co. 	.. 1 1 0 
Alfred Green .. 	• • I 2 0 A Friend 	• • 	• • 0 5 0 
Beauchamp Bros. 	• • 1 1 0 J. S. Paterson 	• • 0 5 0 
Banks Bros. and Co. 	.. 1 1 0 	Swallow and Ariel 	• • 1 1 0 
L. Stevenson and Sons .) 2 0 	NV. Crosby and Co. 	.. 2 2 0 
Bedgood and Co. 	• • 1 0 	John Buchan and Co. .. 1 1 0 
Craig, Williamson and John Blyth and Co. 	.. 1 1 0 

Thomas 	.. 	• • 1 1 0 Huddart, Parker and Co. 1 1 0 
Bulstrode 	• • 	• • 0 5 0 

STILLWILL AND CO., PRINTERS, 78 COLLINS 9T. WT. 

1886 Subscription list as printed in the Annual Report preserved in the Mitchell library. 

106 



Rt. BALANCE SHEET OF ADULT DEAF & DUMB MISSION. tr. 

RECEIPTS. 
1886. 
Mar. 31 To Balance in London Chartered Beak 233 19 9 

1816 	
EXPENDITURE. 

. 
May 1 By D. Magma, lispenses Tee Meeting Ai 12 0 

to Collections Public Meeting had in to Bastotry ltxperes 	 0 10 0 

Mar. 31 Baptist Lecture Hall 	.. 	.. 24 18 0 Mar. 81 0. Bevan, Cab Hire 	.. 	.. 18 10 0 
Me. Balance Bazaar, Mosey held 18114 1 4 6 WM P. Hat, likoktaary *sperm and 

Tickets sold Social Tee, 1886 	.. 6 14 0 Salary 	 .. 91 	3 11 
Interest on Deposits 	.. 	.. 12 4 7 Panda& ae. 	 .. 12 9 
Collections at Divine Sur viese held 0 0 Great tor quakes, Book Case 	.. 	6 

in Baptist Lecture Ball 	.. 13 16 10 D. Pipw. Otesalerion e.Oollesttsas 0 
B. Jas. Masa, Life Member- 127 12 Owl 

Balsam in Lewd= Chartered Bank .. ship Pee 	.. 	 .. 10 0 0 ID 4 I 
Donation all per List 	.. 	.. 84 0 6 

133 17 

2100 17 2 1/ 
ao=1 

Audited mad 6su.d soneek 

IsklICIASTBS, 	
Anwar. 

Nay 44k, 1182 
	 10/0/1211111, 

1886 Balance Sheet — courtesy of the Mitchell Library, Sydney. 

These public appeals were not as successful as the committee had hoped. In 
July of1939 at least £7,000 was expected from the appeal then in hand, but it had 
been hoped that £15,000 would be raised. Previous attempts had naturally been 
affected by the Depression. A factor working against the 1939 Appeal appears to 
have been the activities of Mr. J. P. Burke, an adventitiously deaf man, who was a 
vocal critic of the Society. 

It was not until after the Second World War, in 1955, that it was possible to put 
up the new Assembly Hall. This was followed by the erection of the new "Horace 
Bedggood Hostel" in 1959. However, the fund-raising for this began with an Appeal 
launched eight years earlier in 1951. The financial road was long and hard. 

The Hospitals and Charities Commission gave small operating grants to the 
Blackburn Home over the years, but those sums since about 1970, have been 
substantially increased. 

In 1965 the Lake at Blackburn and a piece of land on the far side were sold. The 
monies received were invested, thus increasing the income of the organization. 
The later acquisition, by the Nunawading City Council, of a further portion of the 
land yielded $850,000. 

Many of the developments in recent years can be traced to the opportunities 
provided by the investment income from that Capital sum. However, expanding 
needs, rising costs and the dropping of the Deaf Collector Scheme brought . 
financial problems, which could not be met by the investment income. 

Therefore, the Board on May 1, 1973 decided to approach the State 
Governinent, seeking a grant for the operation of the Society. As a result we 
received a $25,000 grant for the year ended 30th June, 1976 for the Society's 
Social Welfare Counselling and Interpreting Services. Up to this point, no Grant 
had been received for that purpose in the History of the Organization. At the time 
of writing this book the Society receives a little over 60% of its income from 
Government Grants and is in a relatively sound financial position. 
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Chapter 8 
"Groups Associated with the Society" 

Throughout the history of the Society there have been a number of groups 
who identified with the Mission, or as it was later known, the Society. The Society 
and the deaf people involved in those groups are proud of that independence. 
Although the groups use the Society's facilities, where appropriate, they have 
continued to serve their fellows as separate entities. The link, however, has been 
very close. Now follows some notes on four significant groups, which must be 
accorded a very important place, in a history such as this. 

Victorian Deaf Cricket Club 
A small paragraph appeared in the "Argus" of September 1883. It was under 

the heading of "Deaf Mute Club". It said that the "Deaf Mute Cricket Club had held their 
annual meeting on Tuesday evening the 4th inst., at the Coffee Palace, Mr. D. Piper in the 
Chair. The Secretary's report; which showed the club to be in a very fair position, was read and 
adopted The following office bearers were elected for the ensuing season: — Patron - His 

First Melbourne Deaf Mute Cricket Team — formed 2nd November, 1882. 
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The first "Second Eleven" — 1890. Note Mr. Eugene Salas seated in the centre and Mr. C. Reynolds, as 
a young man, back row left. 

The first Adult Deaf Cricket Team, thought to have been photographed in 1883. 
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Honour Sir W. F. Stawell; Presidents - Messrs. C. M. Officer, J. Bosisto and M. L Ayres; Vice 
Presidents - Dr. G. Beaney, M. L C., Messrs. W. K Thomson, J. Bruce, and S. Coghlan; 
Treasurer - Mr. M. Miller; Secretary - Mr. A. C. Muir; Captain - Mr. J. Muir; Vice Captain -
Mr. F Phillips; Committee - Messrs. Piper, Briner, Bond and Mills. Votes of thanks were 
recorded to the retiring officers and the Chairman and the proceedings terminated". An article 
in "The Victorian Deaf', November/December issue of 1931, says that the 
Melbourne Adult Deaf Cricket Club was brought into existence before the Adult 
Deaf and Dumb Society and that the Society owes its existence partly to the desire 
of mutual companionship fostered at the pleasant gatherings of the members of 
the Club. Obviously the writer of the article was not taking into account earlier 
moves recorded elsewhere in this History. 

During the school vacation, in the summer of 1881, Mr. A. C. Muir "got up a 
scratch deaf cricket team and played against a team of Richmond lads on a vacant plot of land 
opposite the Richmond Town Hall". In the team were the three Muir brothers, Bond, 
Mills, Lawson, Phillips, Bessemers and others. Thus it was that, on November 2, 
1882, the Melbourne Adult Deaf Cricket Club came into existence. Mr. A. C. 
Muir was the founder and the Inaugural Meeting, which was held on the 
abovementioned day, "was well attended and the idea ofthe deaf entering the cricket ranks 
ofthe city was enthusiastically received". Mr. A. C. Muir was the first Secretary and held 
the position for three years. He was the driving force and, right from the 
commencement, members "mustered in good numbers and the enthusiasm shown soon 
gave the club a very strong position in junior circles". The first ground was at the Military 
Reserve, South Melbourne, where they remained for two years. (A. C. Muir in 
1931, when writing that said "the area is now covered with factories and timber yards"). 
From there the club went to Jolimont Park and remained there, with the 

The Cricket Team which defeated South Australia in 1894. 
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Cricket team in 1900 — turn of the century! 

The Victorian Cricket Team, which visited South Australia in 1902. 
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exception of two seasons at Royal Park, until moving to Blackburn, where it was 
"still playing until 1931". 

It is an appropriate point, here, to say that the first Interstate deaf cricket match 
in Australia was played in Adelaide in 1894 between Victoria and South Australia 
and won by Victoria. Victoria made 174 runs and South Australia 53 and 6 wickets 
for 40. The second Interstate match was in Melbourne in 1895 between Victoria 
and New South Wales and won by Victoria 74 and 103; New South Wales 30 and 
88. Matches continued in 1898 in Melbourne, in Sydney in 1900, Adelaide in 
1902, and Melbourne in 1903 and 1911. The first triangular matches were played 
in Melbourne in 1917 between New South Wales and Victoria. Then followed 
three matches between New South Wales and South Australia in 1919 in 
Adelaide, in 1921 in Sydney and in 1922 in Adelaide. New South Wales won them 
all. 

Up to this point, it was New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia in 
competition. In 1917, E. J. D. Abraham, the Principal of the Victorian Adult Deaf 
and Dumb Society, presented a trophy, in the form of a Shield, to be competed 
for periodically. At the same time the Australian Deaf Cricket Association was 
formed to receive the Shield and conditions, rules and fixtures were drawn up. 
The first series of Abraham Shield matches was played in Melbourne in 1923. The 
Shield is competed for to this day. The Shield itself is not the original. This was 
stolen from the premises of the then holders, the South Australian Deaf Cricket 
Club in early 1980 and the new shield was made in Adelaide at the expense of that 
organisation. It was copied from photographs of the original and is a good 
reproduction. 

The Victorian Deaf Cricket Club celebrated its Centenary in 1981 with an 
International Cricket match in Melbourne against the West London Deaf Cricket 
Club. 

The Victorian Deaf Cricket Team, which won the EJ.D. Abraham Shield in 1925. 
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The Victorian Deaf Cricket team of Fifty Years ago! — 1934. 

The Victorian Deaf Cricket Team ready for the "Interstate Carnival" in Adelaide in 1954 — Thirty 

Years ago! 
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Young Men's Mutual Improvement Society 
In the Minutes of the March 31st, 1885, Public Meeting held in the Baptist 

Lecture Hall, Little Collins Street East in Melbourne, the Rev. William Moss, 
Hon. Secretary of the then Victorian Society for Promoting Spiritual and 
Temporal Welfare of the Deaf and Dumb, said that "in December, 1883 a Mutual 
Improvement Society for Deaf and Dumb Young Men was established in connection with the 
committee's operation. The members of this society met periodically for readings, lectures, 
discussion and social intercourse. The meetings are generally conducted by one of the mutes and 
are held in a classroom kindly placed at the disposal of the Society by the Pastor and Deacons of 
the Collins Street Baptist Church There are now fourteen members, all of whom take part more 
or less in the Society's proceedings. A few deaf and dumb who are not members also attend the 
meetings. It has been contemplated for some time to establish a library in connection with this 
society and any donation of books or money towards that object will be gratefully received by the 
Hon. Secretary or Hon. Treasurer". 

The Young Men's Mutual Improvement Society continued its programme of 
lectures over many years. On 23rd February, 1909 it changed its name to "Deaf 
Men's Guild". This was because the Mission had changed its name to "Society" and 
there was a wish, on the part of the members of the Young Men's Mutual 
Improvement Society, to avoid any confusion. The Deaf Men's Guild appears to 
have continued until about 1953 or 1954. The February 1952 issue of "The Deaf 
Talkabout" refers to a disappointing attendance at a meeting and one can assume, 
from the absence of references to the Guild after the 1953 Deaf Talkabout issues, 
that the Guild dissolved. In 1969 the Senior Deaf Men's Group was established 
and continues to this day. Quite a number of the members of the Senior Men's 
Group were members of the Deaf Mens Guild in the past. 

Young Women's Groups 
S. Lewis, High Street, Windsor, in a letter dated March 17th, 1884 to the 

"Argus" newspaper, said that she "rejoiced that young men have got their Mutual 
Improvement Association", but asked what has been done for young women? So, 
once again, Mrs. Lewis, who by her letters to the paper in 1860, was instrumental 
in the founding of the School for Deaf Children, brought about some action in 
another area; that of Young Women's Groups. Her letter moved three ladies 
associated with the newly formed Mission to act. They were Mrs. Hannah Martin, 
(mother of Mr. H. Sumner Martin, Hon. Treasurer and later Hon. Secretary of 
the Mission for many years), Mrs. Luke and Mrs. Templeton. It would appear that 
Mrs. Luke learnt to sign very well and conducted Girls Bible Classes. Mrs. 
Templeton appears to have been the wife of Mr. Templeton, of the Victorian Deaf 
and Dumb Institution Board. 

There is reference in the 1892 Annual Report of the Mission to Mrs. Luke's 
classes being held fortnightly at 7.30 p.m. in the classroom of the Baptist Lecture 
Hall. On Thursdays, fortnightly from 7.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. a Mrs. Freeman, as 
well, was conducting Bible Classes at "Claraville" in Lesley Street, Auburn, a 
suburb of Melbourne. Mrs. Hannah Martin, wife of James Martin, (Minister of 
Collins Street Baptist Church from 1869 till his death in 1877), conducted 
Wednesday fortnightly Bible Classes at 2.30 p.m. at the Young Women's 
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Christian Association Rooms in Spring Street. Mrs. Martin is variously referred to 
in our records as Hannah Martin and Mrs. James Martin. 

There is also a reference in the "Argus" of April 29th, 1892 to a Miss Cooper, of 
Auburn, imparting Scriptural Instruction by means of correspondence with deaf 
girls in some of the country towns. It was, presumably, this work, which led to 
Mrs. Luke inviting a number of ladies, both "deaf and hearing", to meet at her 
Residence at Jolimont Terrace on the evening of May 28th, 1901 to discuss the 
formation of a Women's Club. It was unanimously agreed, there, that a body be 
formed with the title of "The Deaf Women's Friendly Society". Mrs. Luke was given the 
honour of being the first President, Mrs. J. Martin was Vice President Miss Agnes 
Foster was the Hon. Treasurer with Miss D. Damman (later to become Mrs. J. E. 
Muir) as Hon. Secretary. Mesdames F. Frewin, M. Williamson, S. Moss, Taggart 
and Miss Bella Foster were elected as Committee Women. The last two named, 
however, resigned soon afterwards. They obtained a room at the Baptist Church, 
Collins Street, City and the meetings were held on Wednesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. 
At the first ordinary meeting, held on 2nd July, 1901, nineteen members enrolled 
and Mrs. Luke, the President, gave some useful advice to this new organisation. 
According to the "Victorian Deaf News" of January, 1937, from which these notes 
are taken, the meeting place was transferred in 1904 to the new Building in 
Flinders Street. In 1909 the title of "Deaf Women's Friendly Society" was changed to 
"The Women's Guild". The Guild is still active at the time of writing this history. 

Deaf Sub-Committee 
Another major force was the Deaf Sub-Committee. It was brought into being 

on October 26th, 1887. The original Minutes of that Meeting are still in our 
possession. They are prefaced by a memo which states that the "looking after and the 

Deaf Women's Guild Committee in 1952. Back Row (left to right) P. Marshall, R. Dow, J. Muddy, B. 
Beard, W Fegan. Front Row (left to right) I. Treffene, E. Reade, L Sanders, M. Dow, A. Shaw, 

McMillen, E. McCaffrey. 
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attending of matters connected with Divine Services and the Congregation had been done by the 
Young Men's SocietyCommittee before the Sub-Committee was formed". It went on to say, 
with reference to the October 26th, I 887 meeting, "that a special meeting of the Adult 
Deaf and Dumb of Melbourne was held in the Baptist Hall to consider what steps should be 
taken to induce the Mission Committee to grant Mr. P. Holt the rights or powers, which he 
requested of them which were refused him". About forty one adults were present. Mr. 
Piper took the Chair and, having explained the object of the meeting the 
Secretary read out an account of the matter. The Minutes go on to say that "afier the 
important business was done Mr. Piper moved and Mr. A. C. Muir seconded that a Sub- 

The Deaf Committee forty years ago — 1944! Back row (left to right) J. McLaurin, A. Hateley, H. 
Puddy, E. Noble, A. Anderson. Front row (left to right)J. O'Gorman, J. M. Johnston, E. A. Reynolds, R 
Dow and J. Hunt. 

The Deaf Committee of twenty years ago — 1964! Standing (left to right) J. Phillips, G. Veale, R E. M. 
Adam, A. Sugden, E. A. Reynolds. Seated (left to right) A. Hateley, S. Batson, H. S. Parkinson, E. Noble, 
H Greensmith, 0. Fielding, H Ross, B. Beard and H Puddy. 
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Committee be formed to enquire into and attend to Church Matters in general". The motion 
was carried and a committee of six, viz. Messrs Piper, Miller, A.G. Muir, E. Salas, 
J. E. Muir and C. Hawkins were elected by the congregation for the purpose. 

It was from this group that the three representatives were appointed to the 
Mission Committee. Representation has continued to the present day. 

From 1910 the Society's Annual Report refers to the "Deaf Committee" not the 
"Deaf Sub- Committee".  There appears to have been a change of name, although it is 
difficult to pinpoint when this change took place. The Deaf Committee 
continued until November, 1982 when it dissolved itself in favour of the newly 
created  "Victorian Council of the Deaf, which is intended to be more representative 
of activities and groups amongst deaf people in Victoria. Throughout the years of 
its existence the Sub-Committee, or as it was later called, Deaf Committee, was 
responsible for the Annual "Cup Day" Picnic, Rallys, general support of the 
Mission and for acting as the mouthpiece, or focal point, for expressing the needs 
of deaf persons. However, with respect to "Melbourne Cup Day", the Deaf Ladies 
Auxiliary later assumed responsibility for this Picnic event The Deaf Ladies 
Auxiliary was founded in 1950 as a service group and has raised considerable 
sums of money to assist the Society over the years. Mrs. Betty Noble and Mrs. 
Marjorie Dyson, the first Hon. Secretary and the first Hon. Treasurer 
respectively, are still active in the Society today. 

Mrs. Pierce — first President of the Deaf 
Ladies Auxiliary. 
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Other Groups 
It is not the intent of the writer to chronicle, here, a history of all other groups, 

except to say that they included Lacrosse, The Deaf Ramblers Group, Women's 
Cricket, Tennis, Table Tennis, Basketball, Netball, Tenpin Bowling, Theatrical 
Groups, and Football and Soccer Clubs, to name a few. Nevertheless, from a 
historical point of view it may be interesting to the reader to know the Groups and 
their office-bearers existing at the date of writing this book. Hence the list 
below. 

Groups and their Office Bearers as at March 31st, 1984 
Victorian Sports Association of the Deaf 
President M. Veale; Secretary D.F. Peters; Treasurer. A. Mann. 
Victorian Council of the Deaf (Formerly Victorian Deaf Committee). 
President P. Harper, Secretary: (Vacant); Treasurer. D.F. Peters. 
Jolimont Square Social Club 
President J. McRae; Sec./Manager. D. F. Peters; Treasurer. J. Walsh. 
Deaf Lawn Bowling Club 
Administrator: 0. Fielding; Assistant Administrator. J. Phillips. 
Victorian Deaf Ten Pin Bowling 
President D. Ashworth; Secretary G. Ball; Treasurer. S. Gusts. 
Jolimont Badminton Club 
President D. Beech; Secretary J. Bernal; Treasurer. B. Kirley. 
Deaf Mothers Club 
President M. Atkinson; Secretary J. Sweet; Treasurer. J. Enright. 
Deaf Ladies Auxiliary 
President M. Dyson; Secretary J. O'Connor, Treasurer. R. Gooding. 
Deaf Film Society 
Administrator. J. Walsh. 
Senior Deaf Mens' Group 
President C. Haynes; Secretary: W. Wood; Treasurer. W. Gorin. 
Deaf Women's Guild 
President B. Beard; Secretary E. Bunting Treasurer. W. Fegan. 
Jolimont Netball Club 
President P. Veale; Secretary A. Culpitt; Treasurer. M. Anderson. 
Victorian Deaf Golf Club 
President M. Dyson; Secretary P. Mathers; Treasurer. W. Hateley. 
Adult Deaf Tennis Club 
President A. Mann; Secretary C. Haider, Treasurer. J.D. Lovett 
Jolimont Deaf Squash Association 
President L.D. Hateley; Secretary A. Fogarty, Treasurer. B. Duffus. 
Adult Deaf Cricket Club 
President C. Emerson; Secretary: J. Walsh; Treasurer. B. King. 
Jolimont Soccer Club 
President D. Jordan; Secretary M. Veale; Treasurer. M. Ramadan. 
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Victorian Deaf Anglers Club 
President J. Thornton; Secretary M. Stevenson; Treasurer. B. O'Grady. 

Deaf Ski Club of Victoria 
President G.W. Hateley Secretary A. Gay; Treasurer. A. Hateley. 

Jolimont Basketball Club 
President G.W. Hateley Secretary: B.W. Peters; Treasurer. N. Wood. 

Deaf Table Tennis Club 
President R Beasley Secretary/Treasurer. D. Morris. 

Adult Deaf Lacrosse Club, Premiers in "C" Division Victorian Lacrosse Association 1913.     (Left to right) 

Back Row — Hughe.s, M. C. Mortimer, Muir, W. A. Paterson, M. Miller, R. H Luff J. McClean. Centre 

— J. Carriss, W Anderson, R Beattie, J. Muir, H McKenzie, C. Quantock, T Nelson. Seated 	J 

Marks, J Elwin, E. Martin, L Downes, C. Robertson, Unknown, Tyzzer. Front Row -- Unknown, 

Harding N Hughes. 
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Jolimont Football Club team members 1966. (Left to Right) Back Row — H. Ross, G. Gideon, G. 
Treloggen, M. Veale, G. Hateley, B. O'Grady, P. Staples, W. Hateley. Third Row — P. Ashley, J. Gilbert, 
B. King N S. Phillips, B. Hynes, B. Atkinson, R Oxton, M. Webb, A. W Mann. Second Row — H. S. 
Parkinson, M. May, J. Hageman, J. Thornton, A. May, P Watson, G. Culpitt, G. Walker, R. E. M. 
Adam. Front Row — G. D. Bal4 J. Burns, D. Eddington, J. Parsons, R. I. L Duncan, B. W. Bernal, C. 
Emerson and D. Gook. 

Deaf Ladies' Table Tennis team of thirty years ago! — (Left to Right) H. Pratt, L Wheeler, N Bruton, M. 
Skinner, C. Hateley, A. Cross and P. Boardman. 

121 



The Ladies' Hockey Team 	years ago! 

Deaf ladies' gymnastic group, Circa 1910.   
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Adult Deaf Girls' Basketball Club (now Netball) forty years ago! — 1944. (Left to Right) Standing — P. 
Alexander, A. Lancaster, G. Veale, R Dow, J. Durston, M. Bately. Seated — A. Glew, A. Lycoudis, P. 
Doyle, P. Leber and C. Snell. 

The Tennis Team -- thought to have been photographed in 1925. 
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A stage farce presented at the Christmas Rally in 1969. (Left to Right) G. Peters, Y. Juncken, J. McCrae, 
A. Mann and M. Peale (Front). 

Deaf cast of the performance of "Who'll Win Him', presented at theJubilee celebration of Mr. Abraham's 
work for the deaf 9/10/1934 at the Masonic Hall, Collins Street. Cast members (left to right) Miss A. 
Smith, Mr. F Frewin, Mr. A. Anderson, Mr. G. Newnham, Miss E. Leber. Seated — Miss D. Hickey, 
Miss M. Dow and Miss R Dow. 
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Adult Deaf Athletic Club Committee 1920. (Left to Right) Back Row — Rees, A. Sutherland, M. G. 
Mortimer, J. M. Johnston, Robertson, Cariss. Seated — W.A. Paterson, A. Kidd, W P. Muir and Frank 
Frewin. 

The Deaf Men's Guild Christmas Party in 1938. 
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The Deaf Chess Club — June 20, 1942. 
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Chapter 9 
"Regional Centres" 

Ballarat 
On July 8th, 1887 Mr. Peter Holt, part-time Missioner, stated to the 

Committee that he thought "something should be done to meet the Spiritual wants of deaf 
mutes resident in the country". The Committee, whilst agreeing it was a desirable 
object, "did not feel that they were in a position to take action further in the 
matter". However, four years later in June 1891, it was felt that some work could be 
done in Ballarat. By this time the Missioner was Mr. Fred Frewin. As part of his 
argument for operating in Ballarat, he wrote in his report that he "begged to point 
out that the Mission was never intended to be confined to Melbourne". It would 
appear that he had been meeting some resistance from the Committee, because 
he went on to say that the Constitution, under its second heading reads "to provide 
the means for Religious Worship and instruction for the Adult Deaf and Dumb of Victoria". 
The argument was obviously successful. Mr. Martin moved "that the Missionary be 
authorised to proceed to Ballarat on behalf of the Committee with a view to organising a Deaf 
and Dumb Mission there". There was, however, a proviso, "the Committee was not to be 
involved in any expenditure". 

Apparently Mr. Frewin was unable to get to Ballarat before he resigned, for the 
work did not eventuate until 1893. It was at a Committee meeting on June 27, of 
that year that Mr. R. R. Patterson, who was by then the Missioner, reported that a 
Mr. Frank Bessemeres had undertaken the management of a Branch Mission 
established by Mr. Patterson at Ballarat. Mr. Bessemeres, who is thought to be a 
brother of a deaf man of the same surname, was asked to send periodical reports 
to the Committee. Although there had been a tight monetory situation, the 
Committee, in June of 1894, resolved to defray the expenses of Mr. Patterson, 
who proposed to visit the Ballarat Branch every Quarter. In 1898 it was reported 
that Mr. Bessemeres was compelled to relinquish his position and the Committee 
`Y)laced on record their indebtedness to him for his self-sacrificing labours over five years". 

Captain Olden took over the work. He continued to act as Hon. Missionary 
until 1911, when all references to Ballarat and to Captain Olden are dropped 
from our reports. 

In 1933 Maurice Mark, a deaf man, was Hon. Secretary of what was, by then, 
called the Ballarat Branch. Just what happened in the 20 years or so since the last 
reference to Captain Olden is unclear. Apparently there were enough deaf 
people to gather together, for Mr. Mark says that "the club has truly filled a long felt 
want". Some of the leading spirits, who helped him to make the club a success, 
included Gladys Caldwell, Monica Schreenan, Maisie Reiffel, Jack Stewart and 
Violet Rowley. The Ballarat Group was active until 1935, when Mr. Abraham 
reported to the Committee that there was an unsatisfactory position in the 
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Branch. It would appear that two or three members were working against the rest. 
He went to Ballarat to interview the deaf and prevent them from using the room 
belonging to the Golden Point. Football Club, unless the meeting was held under 
the auspices of the Adult Deaf and Dumb Society. "7/6d. per month was made 
available toward the cost of providing teas for the loyal deaf'. The Branch seems to have 
lapsed again, for some years, at this point. 

An exploratory visit, presumably to see if a Branch was again needed, was 
made in 1964 by some Board Members of the Society. It included a visit to the 
Ewing House School for Deaf Children at Ballarat. Mr. Harry Simpson, who 
chaired the Board's Welfare Committee of the day and led the visiting party, said 
that "perhaps these children would eventually form a nucleus of an Adult Deaf Branch in 
Ballarat". A meeting took place on May4, 1965 between the Victorian Committee 
for Promotion of Oral Education for the Deaf in Ballarat and Representatives of 
our Board. No formal Regional Centre was re-instituted there, but Welfare visits 
continue to take place, as they do in all parts of the State, in response to 
Interpreting and Social Welfare requests. The most recent move has been for our 
Welfare Staff or Youth Worker to visit the Ewing House Past Pupils Group from 
time to time. 

Geelong 
There is no record of Mr. Patterson having visited Geelong, but doubtless he 

did, for he was very conscious of the needs of country deaf people. He does not 
mention having established any regular activity there. Our first Committee 
Minute, making reference to Geelong, is September 30, 1903 in which "the 
Missionary reported that there were 14 deaf mutes in the Geelong district and that fortnightly 
services were being held by himself and the Rev. Mr. Kelly, who had kindly granted the use of a 
room". Rev. Kelly was from All Saints Church and the Committee of the Mission 
decided "to pay travelling expenses to him to visit all the deaf mutes in Geelong for a trial 
period of six months. 

A more permanent work began in Geelong on February 12, 1929 and has 
continued to this day. It was upon that date Mr. Abraham conducted services for 
the deaf of Geelong in St. Paul's Church by kind permission of the Vicar, Rev. J. J. 
Booth. "Most of the deaf residing in Geelong and district were present". Because the 
"attendance was so encouraging and the deaf so enthusiastic" it was agreed to have regular 
gatherings and a fortnightly visit from Melbourne staff was arranged. Through 
the kindness of the Board of Directors of the Geelong Rotary Club, free use of 
their club room was given every alternate Tuesday. "The Misses Monahan, hearing 
daughters of deaf parents, have attended every meeting and rendered very helpful assistance". 
Mr. J. M. Johnston visited regularly during the years, followed by Mr. M. B. 
Dyson. There is reference to Geelong's first Social Evening held on Tuesday, 3rd 
March, 1931 when, despite "the wet and boisterous weather seven ladies and five deaf 
gentlemen left Jolimont Square in the Society's motor van, driven by Mr. McCaffrey to join the 
Social". Visits to Geelong by Melbourne staffwere not always made by car. There is 
mention in 1936 of Mr. Johnston, "who having conducted the service stayed long enough 
to join in one of the games and had to make a hurried exit to catch the last train for Melbourne 
which leaves Geelong at 9.00 p.m." 
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On November 24, 1969, there is a reference in the Board of Management 
Minutes to a meeting the Secretary (Mr. H.S. Parkinson) attended, which 
included interested Hearing Friends in Geelong. The meeting discussed "the 
desirability of Club Premises in Geelong and the possibility of purchase of a block of land in 
Autumn Street". The land was never bought and the premises never built Over the 
years meetings took place in various premises, including Way's Cafe, the Library 
in Moorabool Street, above a shop in Little Malop Street, the Red Cross Rooms, 
St. Giles Church and for a very long period at the Newtown Chilwell Town Hall. 
There was a time when the meetings were held in the Naval Club. This was the 
venue until the move to the present premises, "Illawarra". 

"Illawarra" is a Community Centre with space for offices. In 1975 the Society 
became one of the original "users of the service". "Illawarra", in which several 
Welfare Organisations combined, was a new enterprise funded by the Hospitals 
and Health Services Commission. Mr. Stan Batson and the Executive Director 
were on the Committee which planned "Illawarra", now a very desirable 
premises. 

The appointment of Mrs. Louise Neary on 25th September, 1978, as part- time 
Welfare Officer, based in the Barwon region, with an office in "Illawarra", was a 
big step forward in the area. Until that time no trained Welfare Officer to the Deaf 
had been permanently based in Geelong. 

The history of the Geelong Regional Centre could not be written without 
reference to the Batson family, the Hennessey family, the Morland family and, of 
course, the Misses Monahan. It is their devoted work over the years which has laid 

"Baxter Halt; part of the "Illawarra" complex used by the Society at Geelong. 

129 



the ground work for the strong and effective Regional Centre we now see 
today. 

Bendigo 
On June 26, 1968 the Society established regular activities at McDonald 

House School for the Deaf, holding meetings on the third Friday evening of each 
month. The school facilities were very kindly made available for the purpose by 
the School Committee, whilst the Society provided the services of the Welfare 
staff. Although meetings have not always been held at the School, the co-
operative association with McDonald House has continued to the present 
day. 

Members and friends ofthe Geelong Regional Centre at a Christmas outing as Rippleside Beach — Circa 
1960. 

Photograph taken at a friendly Cricket match between Melbourne and Geelong deaf in 1960. 
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At the Bendigo Regional Centre Christmas Function in the McDonald House School Assembly Hall —
1969. (Left to Right) Mr. R. Ashmore (Headmaster), Mr. and Mrs. M. B. Dyson, Mr. E A. Reynolds, 
Miss E. D. McConnan and Mr. J. W. Flynn. 

Dandenong 
At Doveton, near Dandenong on April 20, 1969 the "Dandenong Deaf Centre" 

was formed by deaf people living in the area. They had found that distance from 
the main centre at Jolimont and the expense of fares, was a problem. The first 
officers elected by the deaf people attending were: President, Mr. J. McNamara, 
Secretary, Mr. R. J. Blackrnore, Treasurer, Mr. J. Rankine and Committee 
Members, Mrs. P. Counsel and Messrs. H. May, J. D. Counsel, C. Thornton, 
G. Styles and B. Grayden. After a second meeting in Doveton, the Committee 
found a Hall near the Railway Station in Dandenong. On May22, the Committee 
held discussions with Mr. F. J. Wardrop (Chairman of the Board of Management 
Welfare Committee) and the Executive Director U.W. Flynn). As a result the 
Society promised to help the Dandenong deaf people by paying the Hall rent. 
The first meeting in the Dandenong Hall was a very happy social night on June 7, 
1969. The group has grown and is still in existence in 1984. 
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Chapter 10 
"Programmes: some Innovative, some Traditional" 

Reference has already been made to the Farm programme at Blackburn, so no 
further mention of that scheme will be made here. Apart from the Visiting, 
Interpreting and Welfare or Mission Work programme, which has been part of 
the Society's work since its inception, there have been other special purpose 
programmes during the years. Some are outlined below. Space does not allow 
other than historical reference to dates and some idea of how the programmes 
came about The detailed philosophies inherent in the programmes are for other 
works than this book. 

Deaf Mute Stores 
This interesting and innovative scheme began in 1906. It was intended to help 

unemployed deaf people by giving them the opportunity to earn, and retain, the 

Letter of support for "Deaf Mute Stores" sent out 
by Ernest JD. Abraham 

Deaf Mute  Stores. 

32-34 Flinders Street East. 

Melbourne. 

Madam. 

Realising that upon your kindly patronage 

depends the success of our venture, we 

are careful to offer you the best of 

goods only, at such reasonable prices as 

must recommend themselves to you.  

We would specially call attention to our 

"Really Good" brand of Tea, Sauces 
and Pickles. 
Give them a trial and judge for yourself. 

The aim of the Deaf Mute Stores is 
to give customers such satisfaction in 

quality and prices that, hiving tried our 

goods, they will never want to purchase 

other but ours. 

A. MUIR, 

Advertising material distributed by Adam Muir, 
manager of "Deaf Mute Stores." 
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PRICE LIST. 

Our Own Lines. We are pusliing. because we 

know ther quaEzy is excel:en: and we want yoit to 

try them. 

Tea " Really Good" Brand 
A bed of choice Ceylon, and Indian Teas. 

Sc. 1_ 1 -8 per ib. No. 2-  11 per lb. In packer- or in 5 and 

10 1). 

Pickles "Really Good" Brand 
S 

No. L Onnon=, Rec1 Ca1...1-4ge. Mixed. Chow. 

Cho:. P)ccaiilit 	 pet hot. 0 7 

Walnuts 	 0 9 

No. 2. Onions, Red Cabbage, Mixed, Choii- 

Cho*. Ricca:tat 
	

0 

Coffee (Pure, with Chicory I lh tins nett. each 1 6 

Custard Powders 	 per doz. 1 it 

Lgg Powder 	 per tin 0 6 

Icing Sugar 	 .. I lb. tins 0 8 

Matzo 
	 A lb. packets 0 Eli 

1 lb packets 0 7 

Arrowroot 
	

I lb. packets 0 5 

• 

Boot Brushes (sets of 3) 	 per set 2 0 

Polish Boot Brushes ••• 	 each I 0 

Clothes Brushes t'"g handie) • • 	 .• 

Sauces -Really Good" Brand 

TO111111.10 SSW*, No. I 

No 2 

Worcester Sauce. No. I 4.z- 
No. 2 

laspborry ViscgAr 

Lime Juice 

Cocoa 
Lfpirc 
	 4 oz. tin% 

k oz 

Homoeopathic 
II ,  tin 

O 6 

O 6 

O 7 

O 6 

I 	I 

I 	1 

each O 9 

„ 

O 4 

O PI 

Hat Brushes 

Nail Brushes 

Hammer 

Chamois Towels 

Turkish Bath Towels 

Kitchen and Glass Towels 

0 

0 

6 

0 

... 9d. and I,. each 

I 	1,8 each 

fld I • each 

profits on the sale of goods. Obviously, the more they sold, the more they earnt. 
The Society advanced £50.0.0 to enable the initial stock of goods to be bought. 
Mr. A. C. Muir was the Manager and Messrs G. Oakley, E. Crockford and 
C. Reynolds were the workers. Mr. E. J. D. Abrahams was overseer. "Deaf Mute 
Stores", opened on March 26th, 1906, although there had been an experimental, 
and according to reports, successful run during the previous Christmas period. It 
is difficult to tell how the Stores operated, but there was clearly sufficient profit to 
pay the workers and a Miss White. Miss White was appointed as Lady Assistant to 
Mr. Abrahams and paid out of the Stores' profits. The initial capital sum of 
£50.0.0 appears in the 1906 Balance Sheet as "Advance for employment of deaf'. 

Youth Work 
The Society's records have many references to activities arranged by and for 

young people. They were mainly associated with sporting and church activities. 
What appears to have been a new venture was begun in late 1975, with the 
employment of Miss Helen Irons, part time, as our first Recreation Officer. Part 
of her responsibility was to create a Junior Youth Group and support the 
Jolimont Youth Club. This led, later, to the appointment of Mr. Damian Lacey as 
our first full time Youth Worker early in 1978. For the Society, the move into 
providing trained Youth Workers was new. The work of Mr. Lacey and the 
present incumbent, Mr. Philip Harper, has spread into outreach, in-service 
lectures to teachers of the deaf, camping programmes and many ventures of a 

1906 Price List of goods sold by "Deaf Mute Stores." 
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fulfilling and recreational nature, both for school students and for those who 
have left school. 

Voluntary Interpreters Scheme 
Perhaps it was movements such as the, now defunct, Australian Assistance 

Plan, which created a mood amongst all disabled persons to be more involved in 
their own affairs. Irrespective of the cause, there was a growing demand from deaf 
people for interpreters to be available in more places than the Society had 
traditionally, previously, provided them. Indeed, the demand could not be met 
from the staff available. Thus, the Voluntary Interpreter Scheme was established 
by the Society. Those on the register were people who could interpret, using Deaf 
Sign Language. Requests came in from deaf people for interpreters to attend such 
events as Parent/Teacher meetings, Sports Association meetings and the like. The 
Service began on February 1, 1977 and, to the present day, has a small group of 
interpreters listed, who are co-ordinated by the Society for matters in which there 
is no social welfare content or confidentiality involved. The Society pays travell-
ing expenses to the volunteers, but no other fee. Unfortunately present demand 
for interpreters is still not satisfied. 

Playgroup 
"Playgroup", for children of deaf parents, commenced on September 7, 197 7. It 

was launched as a twelve week experimental programme by Miss Rosemary 
Chowne, who was a Social Worker on our staff at the time. Tutors and senior 
students from the Institute of Early Childhood Development ran the course and 

Some of the Playgroup children with Mrs. Margaret Nelson (Directress) — Circa 1980. 
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The Mother's Club gathers at the far end of the room whilst Playgroup takes place — photograph Circa 
1980. 

a close evaluation of the experiment led to its becoming a permanent feature of 
our services. Mrs. Margaret Nelson, a trained Kindergarten Teacher and, 
incidendv, a Secondary School Teacher as well, was appointed as Directress early 
in 1978 for two days per week and has continued to this day. State Government 
funding became available and the "hearing children" of deaf parents have 
continued to benefit Playgroup provides experiences in the areas of sound, 
music and communication., which may not otherwise have been available. A 
Mothers Club has been an associated weekly event during term time. The 
Mothers' Club programme includes lectures on child raising and similar 
subjects. 

Adult Deaf Oral Group 
The Adult Deaf Oral Group began on October 9, 1968. Its origin is doubtless 

to be found in the pressure from parents and teachers of Young People leaving 
the special schools for the deaf, in which Oral methods, only, were adopted. 

The 1969 Annual Report sets out the new venture as follows:— "The Adult Deaf 
Oral Group . . . was brought about by the Board of Management, who wished to cater for the 
growing numbers who, by reason of changing educational standards, communicate by ORAL 
means. The purpose of the group is to provide a programme of aid for this type of deaf person. 
. . . Welfare Officers from the Society staff are in attendance in an advisory capacity at most 
activities held in the Jolimont premises. This means that the Welfare Services, which have 
always been available, are more readily at hand. Assistance in obtaining suitable employment 
is provided and an interest sustained in each placement. The management of Club programmes 
is in the hands of a committee of members of the Oral Group. By this means the Society 
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encourages leadership from amongst the group, as it does with all other existing clubs and 
groups attached to the Society. The overall supervision, management and control of the Adult 
Deaf Oral Group is in the hands of the Board of Management. All its activities are conducted by 
the use of speech, lipreading amplified sound and writing. We believe that this benefits all who 
attend the group's functions and improves skills in varied forms of communication. The 
provision of the group is a new venture for the Society and its development is being watched with 
great interest". 

Recorded attendance at the first five meetings was 65, 48, 54, 62 and 73. The 
Group did not survive beyond two or three years for a valid reason. The reason 
lies in the communication approaches of the day and the changed attitude of 
many teachers and parents toward total communication. That change did not see 
the necessity for separated, and indeed divisive, means of communication. 

The creation of the Victorian Adult Deaf Oral Group was probably ten years 
late. When Victoria began its service, there was already a greater understanding 
developing toward allowing deaf people to use the style of communication best 
suited to them. Thus, the need for separate groups was not, by then, so great. 

The importance of the Oral Group in the history of the Adult Deaf Society of 
Victoria cannot be over-estimated. It challenged the beliefs, long-held by some 
leaders in the Society, that "Signing" deaf, only, should use the facilities. Beyond 
that, it demonstrated to the professional and educational community, and to 
other organisations concerned with deafness, that this Society was for all deaf 
people, irrespective of the mode of communication they chose to use. 

H. E. A. R. Service 
This Programme grew from tentative beginnings to be the strong and unique 

service we see today. It had two stages of development in the Society. The first 
stage was when the Council of Adult Education Hearing Problems Classes were 
held in our premises at jolimont Square during the year 1971, for a trial period. 
Mrs. Pengilley, described by C.A. E. as "Tutor-in- Charge of Hearing Problems Classes", 
developed a concept for a broader programme, which was largely adopted by the 
Society as resources became available. The existence of the classes was made 
known amongst the Oral Group, many of whom were thought to be able to 
benefit from this scheme. 

After a satisfactory first year in our premises, the Board of Management agreed 
that, for the year 1972, it would continue its association with the Council of Adult 
Education. An added step, however, was that an Advisory Committee should be 
established by the Society's Board of Management and charged with determining 
the present and future scope of operation of the Hearing Problems Classes, their 
administration and financing. The committee was asked to take, as one of its main 
objectives, the task of evaluating the present service and advising the Board on the 
extent of the Society s commitment in the field. To do this it decided to call a 
meeting of invited experts. 

The meeting was held on October 4, 1971. The outcome was agreement that 
there was value in conducting the service. The invited group agreed to become 
the first Advisory Committee. The members were:— Mr F. J. Wardrop (Chairman 
of the Committee and also Chairman of the Welfare Committee of the Adult Deaf 
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Mrs. Pat Pengilley ( Co-ordinator of the H E A. R Service) receiving a demonstration of the new, portable 
screening audiometer from Mr. George Themistoklis. The photograph was taken in 1976 in the Agnes 
Street premises. 

Society of Victoria, Board of Management), Dr. L Caust (ENT specialist and 
official representative of the Victorian Branch of the 0 tolaryngological Society of 
Victoria), Mr. W.A. Fox( Director of Classes, Council of Adult Education), Mr. N. 
O'Halloran (Assistant Director, Victorian School of Speech Science), Dr. Colin 
Richards (ENT specialist), Mr. R. J. Leydon B.Sc. (Hearing Handicapped), Mr. 
H.S. Parkinson, Dip. Deaf Welfare (Welfare Superintendent, Adult Deaf Society 
of Victoria), Mrs. P. Pengilley, B. E. S. T. , A. A. T. D., N. C. T. D., (Tutor in Charge of 
the classes) and the Executive Director, Adult Deaf Society of Victoria (Mr. J.W. 
Flynn, Dip. Deaf Welfare). A further decision was that the sum of $750, 
maximum, would be allocated by the Society, for the year January/December 
1972, for the purpose of paying the Tutor-in-Charge for the Interview and 
Enquiry Service. That service had already been operated by her, in a completely 
voluntary capacity, during 1971. 

The Advisory Committee approved the text of a submission, subsequently 
placed before the Hospitals and Charities Commission on May 4, 1972. The 
Commission received the delegation well and supported the principles outlined. 
As a result $20,000 was made available to the Society by the Commission as extra 
Capital Funds for the building of the new "Lakeside Lodge" at Blackburn, which 
was proceeding at the time. The purpose of the $20,000 being given in that way 
was to enable the Society to release an equal amount from its other funds, thus 
assisting the Society to finance the Hearing Problems and Advisory Service. 
There was no specific funding of the Hearing Problems classes, as such, by the 
Hospitals and Charities Commission, except by this indirect method. 
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The Advisory Committee decided that the $20,000 made available to it should 
be spent over a three year period, being the calendar years 1973, 1974 and 1975. 
The Classes, at this stage, continued to be those of the Council of Adult 
Education, whilst the Society now paid for the operation of the Interview and 
Information Service, so essential to the idea of Hearing Education and 
Rehabilitation. Lincoln Institute of Speech Therapy (as it was then known) 
developed course materials, as a community project, and their contribution in 
this way deserves generous acknowledgement in this history. 

On March 4, 1975, in the last year of the three year budgeted period, the 
Executive Director wrote to the Hospitals and Health Services Commission in 
Canberra seeking $32,670 for the financial year ended 30/6/75 for the Hearing 
Education and Rehabilitation Programme. The application was successful and in 
a letter dated 20/10/75, Dr. Sidney Sax, Chairman of the Hospitals and Health 
Services Commission advised that funding was approved. 

That short letter consolidated the H. E.A.R. Service and put it on the path 
which led to it becoming the effective scheme of today. It further meant that the 
Adult Deaf Society of Victoria had firmly, and effectively, provided for all ranges 
of Deafness. Stage two, thus, began. 

The history of the H. E. A. R. Service from that moment is complex, but, in 
brief, it involved renting temporary space on the first floor of 34 Agnes Street, 
Jolimont (adjacent to the Society s grounds), because of shortage of space in our 
own buildings. It also meant appointment of more staff, purchase of equipment 
and eventually the renovation of "Mornington" for use by the H. E.A. R. Service. 
The renovations included the installation of an Audiological Testing Suite, a 

In this 1972 photograph, Mrs. Pengilley demonstrates to Miss E. D. McConnan some of the early 
equipment used in the Hearing Problems classes . 
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The Wellington Parade South Entrance to the 
H E. A. R Service building before  the ramp was 
altered. 

Devices Display Room and an Information Centre. The idea of having 
professional Hearing Rehabilitation for people with hearing impairment and 
their families was thus realised. More than that, the service became, for the 
community, a much sought after resource in hearing education and is a 
significant force in the Community Health field. 

Credit for establishing the H. E.A. R. Service in the Society must go to Mrs. 
Patricia Pengilley, the first Co- Ordinator and to the first Assistant Co- 0 rdinator, 
Mrs. Kath Herron. Credit must also go to certain members of the Board of 
Management of the Adult Deaf Society of Victoria and its Senior Staff, who shared the 
vision, wrote the Submissions and negotiated the funding with Government 

Although the H. E.A. R. Service is now, without doubt, an integral part of the 
services of the Adult Deaf Society of Victoria, its path within the organisation was 
chequered. There were those on the Board, and also in the deaf community, who 
felt that working for the "Hard of Hearing" would siphon off resources to the 
detriment of the pre-lingually deaf. Nevertheless, our action in establishing the 
H. E.A. R. Service has benefited thousands of people, providing Hearing 
Education and Rehabilitation support, where little, to this time, had been 
available. Mention should also be made of the seven major publications of 
Hearing Education and Rehabilitation materials produced. Those publications 
are but one more of the many significant contributions the H. E. A. R. Service has 
made to the field. A further historically interesting point is that in 1980 the Society 
became the first Adult Deaf Society in Australia to fit hearing aids as part of its 
overall Hearing Education and Welfare service. 

Residential Independence Training Programme 
Having closed the Horace Bedggood Hostel in April of 1978, the Society 

continued to monitor the need amongst deaf people for supervised accommoda- 
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The house rented at 14 Charnwood Crescent St Kilda, for the Residential Independence Training 
Programme. 

tion. It recognised that there may be a need for Cottage Homes and/or an 
extension to Lakeside Lodge. This continuing review of the situation, coupled 
with a report to the Welfare Committee of the Society on 14th November, 1978 
from members of Welfare and Programming Staff, led to action. A Residential 
Training Programme was begun. The idea that our Residential Services should 
be of the type to encourage independence was embraced. 

On July 2nd, the first staff member was appointed to establish the Residential 
segment of the Independence Training Programme in rented premises at 14 
Charnwood Crescent, St. Kilda. The Society committed itself financially for one 
year and set about obtaining grants, or other funds, to continue the Programme 
beyond that year. 

The purpose of "The House" as the venture was named, was to give selected deaf 
young people the opportunity to learn skills of Independent Living; for example, 
purchasing and cooking of food, budgeting, house cleaning, and looking after 
one's own clothing. The first Hostel Workers were Michael O'Keefe (Senior 
Hostel Worker), Miss Sue Kennedy and Mr. Bruce McLeahy. The day to day 
operation of the scheme was supervised by the Society's Youth Worker, Mr. 
Damian Lacey. 

The Society believes that it broke new ground with the enterprise. The intent 
was that each resident should remain for a period of between six and twelve 
months and it was not envisaged that there would be more than six residents in 
the scheme at any one time. The scheme proved to be a remarkable success, 
according to the 1980 Annual Report. In addition to "The House" in St. Kilda, six 
rooms of Lakeside Lodge at Blackburn were set aside on April 27, 1980 for what 
was called "The Annexe" to the programme. Fortunately, State Government 
money for the scheme was received through the Health Commission and 
continues at the time of writing this history. 
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A change was made to the location of the programme on 3rd July, 1983. It was 
moved from Charnwood Crescent to 41 The Ridge, Blackburn. The purpose of 
this was to put the Programme into closer contact with the Supervisor of Lakeside 
Lodge who, by then had been asked to take over responsibility for the Society's 
Residential work. She was asked to supervise the Independence concept which, 
by now, had been introduced into Lakeside Lodge as a whole, rather than just 
into "The Annexe". In fact, by this time, "The Annexe" concept had been dissolved, 
and residents incorporated either into "The House", or into the whole rather than a 
separate part, of Lakeside Lodge. 

Communication Tutor 
A growing interest in learning to communicate with deaf people in sign 

language became apparent. Therefore, the Society decided, on July27, 1982 "that 
an appropriate person be appointed to assist in interpreting practice, conduct of classes, training 
of tutors, individual coaching and running courses in deaf sign language". The person 
appointed was Mr. Gregory Culpitt, who began on October 11, 1982. Since his 
appointment the Society has been able to offer an improved Sign Language 
teaching service to the community at large, as well as to its own staff. This action, 
too, must be seen as an historic move. It is one more step toward enabling deaf 
people and the non-deaf community to interact with greater ease. The 
Communication Tutor is also involved in the development of Deaf Sign 
Language teaching programmes and assisting in Deaf Sign Language Research. 
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Chapter 11 
"Issues, Organisations and Technology" 

Education 
The Minutes of the Committee meeting held on January 16th, 1893, mention 

that "a letter was read from Mr. F.J. Rose advocating the establishment of classes for secular 
teaching". The matter was referred to the Vice-President, Secretary and Missioner 
for report. The outcome is unknown. Nevertheless, there are many references 
over the years to educational matters. Perhaps one of the most fiery periods was 
associated with the Deaf and Dumb Congress held 24th December, 1903 — 2nd 
January, 1904 in Melbourne. It was at that Congress that the Australasian Deaf 
and Dumb Association was founded and Mr. E. J. D. Abraham became the first 
President In his Presidential address he put forward the belief that education for 
deaf children should be compulsory and paid for by Government funding. He 
also strongly advocated the abolition of the Oral Method. 

He did not endear himself to the Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution, 
because he severely criticised the appointment of "A City Clerk" to the position of 
Superintendent of the Institution. Naturally the Institution was quick to reply, 
stating that the new appointment was of an administrative nature, rather than an 
educational one. The newspaper references of the period are rather forthright! 

In 1906, when Mr. Abraham again addressed.  a meeting of the Australasian 
Deaf and Dumb Association on the same Education subject, it was said in the 
Mission Day Book that a "clerk and a shorthand writer" were present from the 
Institution. The committee of the Mission expressed itself on July 2, 1909, as 
strongly approving the principle of compulsory education of deaf mutes. This 
was in connection with an approach to Government, in relation to the Education 
Bill. 

Much later, in 1953, the Board of Management asked that Mr. H.S. Parkinson 
write a report on higher education available in England. There was at the time a 
co-ordinating council of the Victorian School for Deaf Children and the Society. 
Doubtless the request was made in connection with discussions taking place. 

In 1962 there were discussions between representatives of this Society and the 
School, regarding the "question of raising school leaving age to allow more opportunity for 
extended education". In 1967 Mr. Roy A. Driver, President of the Society, made 
some very strong remarks about educational methods. As a result, on March 3, 
1967 the Victorian Branch of the Australian Association for Teachers of the Deaf 
met with members of the Board to discuss the "state of education and employment of the 
deaf in Victoria." Prior to that, in June of 1966, an ad-hoc committee had been set 
up representing the Board of Management of both the Victorian School for Deaf 
Children and the Society, to explore ways and means of introducing higher 
education by the establishment of a special class for suitable students. They were 
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Australasian Deaf and Dumb Association 
(VICTORIAN BRANCH) 

The Board of the above requests the honor of the presence of 

M 	  
at a MEETING and DEMONSTRATION to be held in the 
Adult Deaf and Dumb Building, Flinders Street East, Melbourne, on 
THURSDAY, JULY 30th, 1908, at 8 p.m. 

The MINISTER OF INSTRUCTION 
The HON. A. 0. SACHSE, M.L.C., will preside 

Mr. ERNEST j. D. ABRAHAM. President of the Australasian Deaf and Dumb 
Association, will deliver an address on "The Education and Care of Deaf Mutes." 

Please present this Card at the Door 

Invitation to a meeting and demonstration organised by the Victorian branch of the Australasian Deaf 
and Dumb Association — 1908. The Minister of Instruction presided. 

given authority to commit the Society to an expenditure of $4,000 per annum for 
the establishment of such a special class at the school. 

Some further highlights of this Society's involvement in education issues 
include:— (1) Our 1973 submission to the Ministerial Committee of Enquiry into 
Special Education in Victoria, (2) Participating in the committee on Secondary 
Education for the Deaf, which began its work in 1975, (3) Attending the 
Education of Hearing Impaired Conference in 1979, which led to the creation of 
a Task Force on the issue, (4) Placing a submission before the Ministerial Review 
of Education Services for the Disabled in 1982, (5) In 1982 giving support to the 
"Parent Action in Deafness - Secondary Education Campaign". The P.A. I. D. Campaign 
led to the establishment of the Pilot Project in Secondary Education for the deaf 
We provided interpreting services for Mr. J. M. Lovett at his committee meetings 
and released Mrs. Jocelyn Teh, of our Welfare Staff, for committee work in 
connection with this last mentioned event. 

Interpreting and Communication 

There is a record that on June 2, 1905, that a "sign and gesture class for hearing 
friends" was conducted. Surely, early evidence of the importance placed then, and 
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now, on good communication skill. We have also, throughout our history, 
provided Interpreting services, as and wheie needed, when possible. 

Teachers such as Cooke, Witchell and Johnson are recorded in our minutes as 
being the first to assist as interpreters in Deaf Sign Language. There are numerous 
references, since then, to Sign Language classes being available and to the Society 
providing the Interpreting services when needed. 

Reference should be made here to the, now rare, booklet entitled, "The Finger 
Alphabet and Book of Signs". It was sold for threepence and is believed to have been 
drawn by Matthew Miller, who was an engraver. As technology improved and 
moviefilm became available there were efforts to put Sign Language instruction 
into that medium. Much later, in 1978, a grant was received from the William 
Buckland Trust to enable the Society to create videotaped Sign Language 
lessons. 

The Society now has many classes operating to teach Communication and 
Interpreting skills and the appointment of Mr. Gregory Culpitt, himself partly 
deaf and a former pupil of the Victorian School for Deaf Children, as its first 
Communication Tutor has greatly enhanced the Society's capacity for 
teaching. 

Mr. William D. Cook, teacher at Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institute from 1882. Mr. Cook was one of the 
early interpreters in deaf sign language. He was headmaster of the school from 1902 — 1926. 
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AS USED BYr._, 

nUMB 
DRAWN & ENGRAVED BY A DEAF MUTE 

A sthiPiE LESSON ONCE LEARNT ALWRITUSE UL 

PRICE 51)  
- - 

Early pamphlet of instruction in finger spelling 
and certain common signs. The work is believed 
to be that of Matthew Miller — Circa 1905. 

The first of the videotaped sign language lessons, produced by the Society, being made in the studio of the 
Family Medicine Programme in 1979. Mr. M. B. Dyson is the demonstrator whilst Mr. J. W Flynn, who 
wrote the lessons, is on the left. 
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Motor Driving Licences for Deaf People 
There was a conference of representative's of the South Australian Adult Deaf 

and Dumb Mission, the Queensland Adult Deaf and Dumb Mission, the New 
South Wales Adult Deaf and Dumb Society and the Adult Deaf and Dumb Society 
of Victoria held in Sydney in October of 1922. 

At the meeting "the question of granting Motor Licences to the Deaf was introduced by 
Mr. Cox and after some discussion the following resolution, moved by Mr. C. H Martin and 
seconded by Mr. Lough, was carried:— that this conference deems it unwise to take action and 
considers that the matter should be left in the hands of Superintendents to deal with individual 
cases as they may arise". Mr. Cox and Mr. Martin were both hearing persons 
connected with the South Australian Adult Deaf organisation. The Victorians 
present were E. J. D. Abraham and two deaf men, R. H. Luff and J. M. 
Johnston. 

The significance of discussing the matter at the conference becomes apparent 
for Victorians in light of later events in that State. The story, perhaps, begins with 
an interesting reference in "Our Monthly Letter", which was the organ of the 
Victorian Society. In 1924, it says that "Mr. S. Ferguson of Bowman's Forest has 
purchased another new motor car. It is the same as his first one, a 'Buick'. Mr. W A. Patterson 
has bought an 'Oakland' car. There are now four Deaf motor car owners and seven, who own 
motorcycles." 

The method of issuing licences in those days is unknown. However, in 
November of 1937 the Executive of our Board of Management received a report 
that the present Commissioner of Police, Mr. Duncan, was not in favour of Deaf 
Persons being granted licences. The renewal of the licence of one deaf man, 
residing at Geelong, had been refused. Mr. Abraham had interviewd the 
Secretary to the Commissioner on the matter, and it was decided to leave it in the 
hands of Mr. Abraham for further action. The result was that licences were issued 
to deaf people, but under certain conditions. 

Mr. E. R. Noble chairing a meeting of the Motor Licence Committee in 1957. 
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The method of obtaining this result is interesting. According to "Melby" 
Dyson, Mr. Abraham was driven to Rotary Club of Melbourne luncheons each 
week. Mr. Dyson, himself deaf and employed by the Society, was usually the 
driver. On one occasion Mr. Abraham saw Mr. Duncan, the Police Commissioner 
and a fellow member of the same Rotary Club, walking from the meeting. Mr. 
Abraham offered him a lift and, whilst the car was moving along, casually 
mentioned that the driver of the vehicle was deaf The effect was that Mr. Duncan 
changed his attitude and agreed that deaf drivers were as capable of driving as 
hearing drivers. 

However, Mr Duncan asked that a committee consisting of deaf persons 
recommended by our Organization operate, on behalf of the Commissioner of 
Police, to interview deaf people applying for licences and to recommend whether 
or not they had sufficient knowledge of the Road Rules to be granted such a 
licence. The normal road testing was carried out by the Police. That system was 
dissolved in the late 1950's. 

The Society mounted a deputation of Messrs. R.A. Cudlipp, J.M. Lovett and 
J.W. Flynn in 1975 to the Superintendent of the Motor Traffic Branch at 
Brunswick, concerning conditions under which deaf people are granted driver's 
licences, with particular reference to the then necessity for an additional left hand 
rear vision mirror. Mr. J.M. Lovett pointed out to the Superintendent that 
Victoria was the only State in which this requirement existed. The regulation 
made it very difficult for deaf travellers, who wished to rent a car in another State, 
as it was rare to find vehicles with the necessary number of mirrors. Aside from 
that, the rule was thought to be discriminatory and downright unnecessary. The 
outcome is that new licences, from that time, do not carry this requirement. 

Mental Health 
Mr. H. S . Parkinson stated in his report to the Board on August 31, 1953 that 

he was concerned about a principle involved in the method of certifying deaf 
mental patients. He suggested that a skilled Interpreter should always be present 
when the patient was being examined by the doctor. He also suggested that deaf 
mental patients should all be housed under one roof "The purpose of this being to 
facilitate visiting and to assist our staff in keeping in contact with those patients frequently". 
Dr. Cunningham- Dax, Director of Mental Health Services, Victorian Govern-
ment, was approached and, as far as possible, all deaf patients were gathered into 
the one hospital. 

In April 1975, the Society sent the then Senior Welfare Officer, Mr. Michael J. 
Chadwick overseas on a Study tour. The tour involved visiting Psychiatric 
establishments at which special programmes for the deaf were available. He also 
attended the World Congress of the Deaf in Washington, U.S.A. As a result, a 
submission seeking improved services was placed before the Mental Health 
Authority in Victoria On 19th May, 1977 a deputation met with the Chairman of 
the Authority, who said that as a result of the deputation he had gained a clearer 
picture of the types of deaf persons about whom the society was speaking in its 
submission. This lead to Messrs. Chadwick and Flynn addressing a gathering of 
Superintendents of Mental Hospitals and putting documents before them. 
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Further work was done some years later when some staff of the Health 
Commission Mental Health Division 'received communication instruction. 
There was also a working party on mental health of deaf people, but it did not 
appear to have a high priority in the division and has dissolved. The Society 
maintains its stance that Mental Health Services for deaf people are still 
inadequate. They would be improved by having, in the Mental Health Division, a 
department, or a resource, with expert knowledge of deafness so that deaf and 
hearing impaired persons do not have their treatment obstructed by language 
and communication difficulties. 
Television 

Since the introduction of television in Victoria two issues connected with this 
medium have been faced by the Society. The first was the claim that viewing 
licences should be free to deaf people, because they were not getting full 
advantage of the programmes through the absence of sound. In a letter to the 
Board of Management of March 3, 1953 Mr. E.R. Noble suggested that the 
Society should appear before the Government Commission, which was taking 
evidence in connection with television, and state that case. This was done. As 
matters turned out, deaf people did not get free licences on the grounds that, 
more often than not, there were other people in the house benefiting in full. 
Nevertheless, at a later stage all television licence fees in Australia were abolished, 
hence the issue was no longer live. 

The second matter was the desire to have news programmes presented, either 
with captioning, or with deaf sign language interpretation of those programmes. 
There were some experiments in using sign language which, presumably on the 
grounds of cost, did not lead to the Interpretation requested. This Society was a 
strong supporter of moves which led to the Australian Caption Centre being 
opended in Sydney in 1982. 
Deafness Foundation 

A meeting of organizations interested in the field of Speech and Hearing 
Impairment took place in the Coffee Lounge of our Community Centre on the 
18th August, 1971. It was chaired by Mr. Roy A. Driver, then President of the 
Society. At that meeting it was agreed that a steering committee should be set up 
with the aim of establishing a "Council" in aid of the deaf. Mr. E. R. Noble, himself 
deaf, who was a member of the Society's Welfare Committee and of the Board of 
Management, was appointed to that steering committee, together with the 
Society's Executive Director, Mr. J.W. Flynn. The outcome of that work was that 
Deafness Foundation (Victoria) was formed and has continued to this day. 
Oddly, the Society, although involved through the two aforementioned persons 
on the steering committee and the drafting of its constitution, did not 
immediately join the newly formed body. It was not until May of 1975, when, on 
the motion of Mr. Cudlipp, seconded by Mr. D. K. Sholl, the Society joined 
Deafness Foundation. There appears to have been some fear in the minds of a few 
of the Board Members, prior to this, that Deafness Foundation would deter its 
members from fund-raising and thus overstep its role of being a useful bridge 
between organizations. That was a minority view, but it held sway for some 
time. 
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Telecommunications 
The Society was involved in the Telephones for Deaf People plans in that the 

Executive Director, Mr. J.W. Flynn, who was also Secretary/Treasurer of the 
Australian Federation of Adult Deaf Societies, received a telephone call in 
December of 1973 from Mr. Adrian Baber, a Melbourne Electronics Engineer. 
Mr. Baber had heard a re-broadcast of a shortwave radio talk given by Mr. John L 
Ferris of the Adult Deaf and Dumb Society of New South Wales. In the broadcast 
Mr. Ferris had been speaking of his Churchill Fellowship Study Tour and his visit 
to the M. C.M. factory in America. He saw there, small battery operated units, 
which could send tones through a telephone handset to another unit, so that 
print could be exchanged between them. Baber said that he was already 
manufacturing the same item, but for a different purpose. This led to the making 
of the prototype "Viditel" for demonstration at the 15th Annual Meeting of the 
Australian Federation of Adult Deaf Societies, held in the Society's Melbourne 
premises in 1974. 

On December 15, 1975, the late Andrew Rogers, from the Board of 
Management of the New South Wales Society, came to Melbourne and together 
with Mr. Flynn had discussions with Mr. Roger Banks, General Manager, 
Customer Services Telecom Australia at the national Head Office in Melbourne. 
The request they made was that Telecom purchase these units and rent them out 
at a very low cost to deaf persons. Telecom was enthusiastic and purchased two 
sets each of M. C. M. and MAGSAT brands from America. These units were first 
demonstrated at the Annual Meeting of the Adult Deaf Society of Victoria on 

The first public demonstration of Teletypewriters for the Deaf October 26, 1976. (Left to right) Mr. 
Roy A. Driver, Senator Margaret Guilfoyle and Mr. Brian Bernal. The unit on display is the 
M. C. M. 
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October 26, 1976. Senator Margaret Guilfoyle, then Minister for Social Security 
was Guest Speaker and she received a call from Mr. Brian Bernal, Chairman of the 
Victorian Deaf Committee and returned a message to him. Telecom had set up 
the extra lines to make it possible for the demonstration to take place. 

Unfortunately the "Viditel" project collapsed and it was not until 1980 that 
Intercept Communications of Victoria imported "Portaprinter II" to Australia. 
They took the Australian agency for Krown Research Incorporated of 
California 

Prior to this, in 1979, Telecom ran experimental and field trials and published 
its technical requirements for such units, should they be imported or 
manufactured, in Australia It is believed that the first Porta-Printer set was 
purchased by Mr. Ian Tarrant, a deaf man in Victoria The Society, recognising 
the need in its office for a direct telephone line, separate from its switchboard, to 
answer "teletypewriter for the deaf' calls, took two steps. First, it installed a separate 
line (63 9218) and secondly, received a gift from the Rotary Club of Fitzroy, 
which enabled "Austas", the Telephone Answering firm, to take over that line 
after hours thus providing the first ever "Teletypewriter for the Deaf' answering 
service in Australia 

The Society also purchased a "Porta-Printer" of its own. From there demand 
grew slowly until, at the time of writing, Teletypewriters are in common use. 
There are a number of sets, in addition to that first one, now in use around the 
Society's offices. 

It was the spread of "Porta Printer" and "S. S.I.", which virtually forced the 
Society to instal a new telephone switchboard, with special features, to assist in 
coping with the volume of calls we now receive from the units. The first directory 
of persons having Telecommunications Devices for the Deaf in Australia, 
produced by the Australian Federation of Deaf Societies, was printed in the office 
of Adult Deaf Society of Victoria 
International Year of Disabled Persons 

During the year 1981, three deaf members of the Society were part of the 
committee work and consequent planning for the I.Y. D. P. year. They are Mr. 
John M. Lovett, who was on the national committee, and Messrs. John E. Parsons 
and Philip Harper. Mr. Parsons was a nominee of the Society and Mr. Harper, our 
Youth Worker, represented Deafness Foundation (Victoria). This was a 
challenging year in that it placed one of the first consistent demands on meagre 
sign language interpreting resources. The year drew attention to the needs of deaf 
people in a way not possible hitherto. 
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Chapter 12 
"National Connections" 

Australasian Deaf and Dumb Association 
The objects of this Organisation, formed in Melbourne on December 28, 1903 

in the hall of the Independent Church, Collins Street, were as follows:— 
(a) To unite the deaf and dumb and all interested in their welfare. 
(b) To organise Congresses from time to time in different parts of Australasia, 

for the discussion of matters in relation to the deaf 
(c) To advance and protect the interests, to elevate the social status, and as far 

as possible to secure higher education, better employment, etc. for the 
Deaf. 

(d) To afford to the Education Department, Members of Parliament, School 
authorities, Press, etc information as to the condition, education and 
opinions of the deaf. 

(e) To gather and preserve all facts, statistics and opinions relating to the deaf, 
and to promote by every legitimate means diffusion of the same by means 
of public meetings, the Press, or other publications etc. as shall be thought 
advisable by the Boards of Management. 

(f) To promote the establishment of Organisations for the welfare of the adult 
deaf in States at present neglected. 

Group photograph ofthe Australasian Deaf and Dumb Association Congress taken in the Congregational 
Church Hall during the Christmas, New Year period 1903-04. 
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The Association was created during a Congress and Interstate Cricket Match 
in which New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia participated. As part of 
the Congress programme a Special Service was conducted in St. Paul's Cathedral 
on the Sunday afternoon "with the space in the front of the building being reserved for deaf 
and dumb persons". The whole of the service was interpreted to them by Messrs. 
E. J. D. Abraham and F. Frewin. 

Papers given at the Congress included:— 
"School Life of the Deaf' by Mr. Witchell (W.A.). 
"The Law and the Deaf' by Mr. F.J. Rose (Vic). 
"Social Status of the Deaf' by Mr. V. Fisher (N. S.W.). 

Clearly, the Victorian Society played a strong, supportive role in the conduct 
of the Association, which seems to have survived for a number of years. There are 
references in our records to Branch Meetings taking place, however, the writer 
cannot find a reason recorded, which would explain the demise of the 
Association. Perhaps readers may have some information. 

National Council of Incorporated Adult Deaf and Dumb Societies 
On December 26, 1934 in the old Legislative Council Chamber, Exhibition 

Building, there was a conference of representatives of Adult Deaf and Dumb 
Societies of the Commonwealth. Representatives were present from N.S.W., 
S.A., W.A.,Tasmania and Victoria. An apology was received from Queensland, 
being the only absentee State. Mr. L.A. Cleveland of Victoria was appointed 
Provisional Chairman and Mr. M. J. Hoath (Victoria), Provisional Secretary. 

The following resolutions were passed. 
"(a) that this Conference deems it desirable that a Commonwealth Organisation of 

Incorporated Adult Deaf and Dumb Societies in Australia be formed, 

	

(b) 	that the membership of the Commonwealth Organisation comprise two persons to be 
appointed by the Board of Management of the Incorporated Society in each State, 
Executive Officers and the several Incorporated Societies to act as advisory officers, 

	

c) 	that a draft Constitution be prepared and submitted to the Boards of Management of the 
Incorporated Societies of the various States for their consideration and comment, 

(d) that this Conference learns with regret that the State of New South Wales does not 
provide for the compulsory education of deaf and dumb children and respectfully 
suggests that early representation be made to the Government of New South Wales to 
include the compulsory education of deaf and dumb children in its Education Act. 

(e) that Colonel Payne (Tasmania) be asked to convey to the Conference of Representatives 
of Deaf and Dumb Schools in the Commonwealth, to be held in Melbourne in the near 
future, our greetings from this Conference and to assure them of the support of this 
Conference and to ask that the two Organisations co-operate in the interests of the deaf 
and dumb of the Commomwealth" 

Four years later, on December 28, 1938, in Hobart, the fledgling Organisation 
of Incorporated Societies came into being. All States of Australia were 
represented. Rev. E. Potter of New South Wales was elected Chairman, Mr. A. L 
Lonsdale of New South Wales as Secretary. The objective agreed upon was "to 
promote the further education, vocational training employment and general advancement in 
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the life of the deaf and dumb, and their social economic and spiritual welfare by any means 
conducive thereto. That the means to obtain this objective include a place of worship, a club 
house, secondary education, a Relief Agency, Employment Bureau, Hostels (a) for those 
requiring secondary education and vocational training and (b) for other deaf persons, a home 
for the age4 infirm and dependent deaf and dumb and such other agencies that may be essential 
to the well-being of the deaf and dumb". 

Their meeting went on to suggest that there be "one system of figures and key signs 
adopted for the whole of Australia and that the choice of the particular system was left to a 
Committee composed of Superintendents and Lady representatives". The Committee of 
Superintendents unanimously recommended "that the signs and numerals used in 
London (and the majority of the States) be adopted and that the Principal of the Adult Deaf and 
Dumb Society of Victoria be asked to demonstrate figures and signs in cinema film form". This 
recommendation was adopted by the Conference and Mr. Abraham undertook 
to do the work. The title agreed upon for the National Council was "Australian 
National Council of Adult Deaf and Dumb Societies". The Council consisted of two 
Representatives of each Society. It was agreed that the present Council would 
"hold office until said Representatives are appointed". Clearly the intent was to hold 
meetings at the same time as the Interstate Sporting Matches which were, in those 
days, called "Carnivals". 

Training of Welfare Staff 
The idea of a National Council of Societies being involved in StaffTraining was 

presumably born in 1929. The Australasian Deaf and Dumb Association had 
waned, leaving no vehicle for the StaffTraining idea available from that direction. 
It would appear that one result of Mr. Abraham's visit to Sydney to assist with 
their Annual Meeting on August 23, 1929 was some progress in the idea of a 
Nationl Centre for Training of Welfare Staff for the Australian organizations. 

There is more to the visit of Mr. Abraham to Sydney for that Annual Meeting. 
It is linked with the birth of the New South Wales Association for Deaf and Dumb 
Citizens, which was a breakaway group. It subsequently employed Mr. H.V.S. 
Hersee, who had originally been brought by the Adult Deaf and Dumb Society of 
New South Wales from England. Mr. Hersee was the son of a deaf father and was 
quite experienced in Deaf Social Welfare Work. He was a very good Sign 
Language communicator. It is not the place, here, to enter into that story, but 
simply to look at its relevance as far as the Training Scheme was concerned. 

It eventuated that Mr. Henry Gladwin wrote to Member Organisations in a 
letter dated June 2, 1932 setting out the methods by which training would take 
place. He stated that the Adult Deaf Society of Victoria would undertake to 
provide the training. Two people appear to have entered the Scheme. The first 
was Mr. Wilfred Appleton, who on May 30, 1932, was accepted by the Society as 
"a probationary trainee in Welfare Work for the deaf'. He was joined by Mr. W. J. Engel 
in 1933. Mr. Engel was from New South Wales and trained in Victoria for about 
nine months. 

After his training Mr. Appleton was appointed Assistant Welfare Super-
intendent of the South Australian Deaf and Dumb Society in May of 1935. He 
worked with Mr. O. R. Redman until 1949, when he left the Society to join the 
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Staff of the Australian Adult Deaf and Dumb Societies taken at the Adelaide "Carnival" — 1954. 
(Left to right) — Back Row, Mr. H.S. Parkinson (Victoria), Mr. O. R Redman (South Australia), Mr. C. 
Roberts (South Australia), Mr. W J. Engel (New South Wales), Mr. A. Landers (Queensland), Mr. E A. 
Reynolds (Victoria). Front Row, Mr. EW. Rowe (Board Member N.S.W), Mrs. A. Landers, Mrs. O. R 
Redman, Mrs. C. Roberts, Mrs. HS. Parkinson, Mrs. W.J. Engel and Mr. J. W. Flynn (New South 
Wales). 

South Australian Red Cross. Mr. Engel subsequently became Superintendent of 
the Adult Deaf and Dumb Society of New South Wales. Now retired from deaf 
work, he shared some of his reminiscences of that training period with the writer, 
who, commencing in 1950 was trained by Mr. Engel. Mr. Engel said that Mr. 
Abraham laid great emphasis on grace and beauty in Sign Language delivery. He 
stressed the need, for those who wish to become skilled Interpreters, to practice 
for many hours on end. Mr. Engel remembers Mr. Abraham as being a great 
exponent of the art of Sign Language. 

Australian Federation of Deaf Societies 
The National Council of Societies lapsed; perhaps on account of the 

intervention of the Second World War, perhaps because the Organisations were 
involved in building programmes, thus concentrating on their own local issues. 
Nevertheless, although the formal framework appears to have eroded, there are 
records of Board Members gathering informally whenever the opportunity 
presented in the subsequent years. This was usually in conjunction with one of 
the sporting Carnivals, in which deaf people competed in Tennis, Cricket and 
other events. In place of the National Council is the Australian Federation of Deaf 
Societies. 
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The first moves to form the Federation were taken at the Board Meeting of this 
Society, on February 23rd, 1965, when it was decided to invite representatives of 
the Boards of Management of each of the other State Societies to a meeting to be 
held in Melbourne on May1 st, 1965. This appears to have arisen from a report of 
a Board sub-committee chaired by Mr. G. C. Tootell. That May, 1965, meeting 
was, thus, the beginning of, what is now known as, the Australian Federation of 
Deaf Societies. Its Constitution was adopted on 7th May, 1966, again, at a 
meeting in Melbourne. From 1965 an Annual Meeting has taken place. The 
Board of the Federation consists of two delegates from each Member 
Organisation and one Observer. 

The Victorian Society, in September of 1974 decided that one of its two 
delegates to the 1975 meeting of Federation would be a deaf person, preferably a 
deaf Board Member, and that this decision be conveyed to the other members of 
the Federation for their consideration. Hitherto, the meetings had been of 
hearing persons. The 1975 meetings were held in Melbourne and it was on that 
occasion that the whole of the proceedings were Interpreted in Deaf Sign 
Language. It is not the place, here, to enter into discussions as to why, for so many 
preceding years, this had not been done, except to say that in 1975 it was done 
and has continued to this date. 
Australian Deafness Council 

The Australian Deafness Council was formed on 16th November, 1974 and its 
meetings, to the present, take place on the same weekend as the Australian 
Federation of Deaf Societies meeting. The custom developed, because many 
delegates are involved in both events. The Australian Federation of Deaf Societies 
is a National member of the Australian Deafness Council and this Society has, 
thus, participated in many National moves taken by the Council. The Council is 
now seen as a "Peak Organisation" promoting matters of National benefit to deaf 
and hearing-impaired persons. 
Australian Association of Welfare Workers with the Deaf 

The inaugural meeting of the National Association of Welfare Officers for the 
Deaf took place at 5 Elizabeth Street, Sydney. That was the then premises of the 
Adult Deaf and Dumb Society of N. S.W. The name of the Association was 
subsequently changed to Australian Association of Welfare Workers with the 
Deaf Its aim is to foster high standards of work among deaf people. It has 
operated Seminars relating to deaf interests and was instrumental in establishing 
the National Accreditation Authority for Translators and Interpreters (N.A.A.T. I.) 
testing in Deaf Sign Language and Deaf Oral Language. The Adult Deaf Society of 
Victoria has supported the Association by paying for a number of staff to attend 
the Seminars. The Society has also hosted meetings of the Association. 
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Managers and Captains ofthe Interstate Deaf and Dumb Congress held in Sydney — 1933/34. Mr. A. 
L Lonsdale ( Superintendent/Secretary of the N. S. W. Society) is in the back row — third from the 
left. 

Victorian Deaf Tennis Team, winners of the Cohen Cup at the 1949/50 "Carnival" in Sydney. (Left to 
Right) — Back Row: W Ross, G. Veale, R Fleming B. Cummins, I. Peace, F Sandon, H Howe. Front 
Row: A. Chaundy, E A. Reynolds, H Puddy and R Ivens. 
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The 19 51 /52 players and o lcials connected with the Melbourne Carnival. Note "Highgate" on the right 
of the picture. 

The organising committee for the 1 95 1/52 Carnival held in Melbourne. (Left to Right) Back Row: W. A. 
Ross, W. Ashby, G. Veale, 0. Fielding, H Puddy, M. B. Dyson. Front Row: J. O'Gorman, W McMillin, 
E. A. Reynolds, M. Dow and E R Noble. 
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The group of Victorians at the South Australian Carnival in 1954. Photograph taken at St. Peters 
College. 
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Mr. Ernest J. D. Abraham — Circa 1903. 

Chapter 13 
"Staff' 

In earlier chapters reference has already been made to the four Part-Time 
Missioners. They were Mr. Peter Holt, Mr. Fred Frewin, Mr. John F. Blanche and 
Mr. Robert Ross Patterson. Therefore, we begin here with the first full time 
Missioner. He was Ernest Josiah Douglas Abraham, who arrived in Australia on 
October 9th, 1901. 

The following extract from "The Leader", the Melbourne newspaper, appeared 
on October 19, 1901. It gives a very interesting background to this man, who was 
to work with the Society until 1940. 

"Ernest J D. Abraham", it says, "who has accepted the position as Chaplain to the 
Victorian Deaf and Dumb Mission was born at Greenwich, Kent on 12th March, 1867. He is 



164 

therefore only 34 years of age, though his constant toil and anxieties on account of his labours 
have given him an appearance of several years older. Mr. Abraham's struggles in life began 
early. When he was a lad of nine years a fatal accident occurred to his father and he had to begin 
life in grim earnest Before he was fourteen years of age he had a turn at the drapery business, 
then in a chemist shop, next in a merchant's office and at the age of fourteen was adopted by the 
Rev. J. Jennings, a deaf mute Minister and founder of the South London Gospel Mission to the 
Deaf and Dumb. This generous and benevolent gentleman sent his young protege to a private 
college for a year and the ready and diligent pupil spent his evenings at this period in studying 
sign language, thus equipping himself for the future great work of his manhood When Mr. 
Abraham was fifteen he became assistant to Mr. Jennings and soon made himself exceedingly 
popular with the deaf and dumb. Bye and bye Mr. Jennings opened a Free School for deaf and 
dumb children. Mr. Abraham became the Tutor. In 1884 Mr. Jennings died and Mr. Abraham 
was appointed his successor (by a majority of80 votes) by the deaf themselves, though he was not 
yet eighteen years of age. This onerous post Mr. Abraham occupied till Apri4 1887, when he 
accepted an appointment on the staff of the Manchester Society for Promoting the Spiritual and 
Temporal Welfare of the Deaf and Dumb. He is now the Superintendent of the Bolton, Bury and 
Rochdale Society, which was formerly a branch of the Manchester Institution. Mr. Abraham is a 
writer, as well as an Organiser and Preacher. In 1885 in London, he started the 'Deaf and 
Dumb World, which ran for nearly two years. About the same time, he organised an Exhibition 
of Work executed by deaf mutes. This was visited by thousands of people. He also had the 

John Jennings, an English deaf man 
who was stepfather to Ernest Abraham. 
Mr. Jennings attended Deaf School in 
England with F. J. Rose. 



imprudence to undertake the management of a performance of 'Hamlet' by 'Deaf Mutes' at the 
Horns Theatre London in March, 1885. Mr. Abraham was approached by Mr. J. Hepworth, 
proprietor of the 'Deaf Chronicle, a monthly magazine and eventually undertook the chief 
editorial duties. The title of the paper being changed at his suggestion to the 'British Deaf Mute, 
which is now well known both at home and abroad Mr. Abraham also took the initial part in 
founding the Institute of Missionaries for the Deaf. Mr. and Mrs. Abraham and their two 
children, Douglas and Elsie, arrived by sea from England on October 9, 1901. Mrs. Abraham 
was formerly Miss L Collinge of Rochdale. They were married on October 17, 1891, at St 
Marks Church, Rochdale, England". Mrs. Abraham was later to become a tower of 
strength at the Blackburn Home. 

From 1901 to 1905 the position held by Mr. Abraham was known as 
Missionary. At other times he was referred to as Superintendent and Chaplain, 
sometimes simply as Superintendent or Principal and sometimes Principal and 
Chaplain. Mr. Abraham, at his death on July 29, 1940, was referred to as 
Principal. A funeral service was held in the Church for the Deaf in Jolimont 
Square conducted byReverend Dr. Strong, of the Australian Church, assisted by 
Rev. F. A. Hagenaeur, of Cairns Memorial Church. 

Rev. A. N. Northey was appointed as Acting Superintendent on 8th May, 1941 
for a period of nine months. He resigned as from November 30, 1941 and 
finished all his duties at the Centre as from 31st October, 1941. 

Ernest Abraham Reynolds commenced as full time Missioner on 12th 
January, 1942. He was no stranger to the deaf people of Melbourne, being the son 
of deaf parents. Indeed, from December of 1937 he was appointed by the Board 
of Management as Honorary Assistant Interpreter with an "Honorarium at the rate 
of £20.0.0 per annum to cover fares etc. incurred". Em Reynolds had been interpreting 

(Left to Right) J. W Flynn (Executive Director), E A. Reynolds (Welfare Superintendent), H S. 
Parkinson (Chief Welfare Officer), M. B. Dyson (Welfare Officer) and E D. McConnan (Welfare 
Officer) — a 1970 photograph 
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as long as could remember. He recalls attending meetings at the Flinders Street 
building as a youngster and interpreting at his father's insistence. There was even 
some suggestion that Mr. Abraham was a mite piqued about this, but Cornelious 
Reynolds, Em's father, had utmost faith in his son's ability. On March 6, 1944 the 
Board decided that "the Missioner's title should be altered to that of  Welfare Superintendent 
and Missioner, so as to give him added status in dealing with the Society's affairs, particularly 
manpower matters". The Board also decided that the position of Welfare 
Superintendent and Missioner should carry with it "fill charge of  the Centre including 
Welfare Officers". He was responsible to the Honorary Secretary, primarily, and to 
the Chairman of the Board and Hon. Treasurer in respect to particular 
matters. 

"Ern" Reynolds retired at the end ofJanuary, 1972 and as a mark of the esteem 
in which he was held, 419 guests attended a function at the Southern Cross Hotel 
Ballroom to honour Mr. Reynolds on the occasion. 

The whole Reynolds family contributed to the work in various ways, whilst Mr. 
Reynolds was in office. Son, Brian and daughter, Pat were willingly involved with 
activities amongst deaf people and are warmly remembered to this day. Mr. 
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Matron of the "Mornington" Hostel at folimont 
Square. 



Reynolds' wife, Elsie, was Matron of the Men's Hostel, which was located in 
"Mornington" in the grounds. Mrs. Reynolds died suddenly in 1966 and, later, the 
family installed a stained glass window in the Chapel, in her memory. Brian is a 
Teacher of deaf children and is at present Principal of the Victorian School for 
Deaf Children. It is a delight to us all that "E A. R" has continued his interest in 
this organisation and is able to be part of the Centenary Celebrations. 

Herbert Shore Parkinson arrived in Melbourne from England with his wife 
Bertha and son, Howard on May13, 1953. Mr. C. R B. James, Honorary Director 
of the Society, told the Board on March 3rd, 1953 that Mr. Parkinson had been 
appointed as Assistant Welfare Superintendent and Assistant Missioner to help 
Mr. Reynolds. "Bert" Parkinson was 37 years of age when he arrived. He was the 
son of deaf parents. At the time he accepted the Melbourne position he was 
Missioner and Welfare Officer at the Warrington and District Deaf and Dumb 
Society in England. Prior to this he was, for two years, Resident Missioner in 
Reading, part of the Oxford Diocesan Council for the Deaf and Dumb. He began 
Deaf Work as Assistant Missioner to the Birmingham Association for the Deaf 
and Dumb, where for the three years he held the post, he studied for and gained 
his Diploma of the Joint Examination Board. Four years after his arrival in 
Melbourne, on July 1, 1957, Mr. Parkinson was appointed Secretary of the 
Society. He held this position, as well as that of Deputy Welfare Superintendent 
until 1968, when the organisational structure of the Society changed with the 
appointment of an Executive Director. 

A 1973 photograph of Mr. M.J. Chadwick (Senior Welfare Officer), seated with Mr. M. B. Dyson (left) 
Mr. Denis Cell (Welfare Officer) and Miss McConnan. 
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On the retirement of Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Parkinson was appointed Welfare 
Superintendent. Sadly, he held the position for only three months, until, on May 
4, 1972 "Bert" died very suddenly. He was on his way to Interpret at a doctor's 
surgery for one of our well known deaf men and passed away just before reaching 
the doctor's rooms. His death came nineteen years after his arrival in Melbourne. 
During those nineteen years he had much to do with the founding of the 
Australian Federation of Deaf and Dumb Societies and at one time was Chairman 
of the Australian Association of Welfare Officers to the Deaf. The Rev. L 
Brassington became a part-time Chaplain to the Society from 1967 to 1971 and, 
in conducting Mr. Parkinson's Funeral Service, said "I think he was aware that every 
person had the Divine spark of personal responsibility for self, and others, within him. He 
therefore encouraged the person on the other side of the desk to assume as much personal 
responsibility as possible — to make his or her own decisions — and therefore to grow, rather 
than become dependent". 

Following Mr. Parkinson's death the Society appointed Michael John 
Chadwick to the position of Senior Welfare Officer, commencing in March, 1973. 
Michael Chadwick was a trained Welfare Officer to the Deaf and prior to coming 
to Australia from England was Superintendent of the Bradford and District Deaf 
and Dumb Society. 

Soon after his appointment here, his tide was changed to "Director of Welfare 
Services". During his four years with the Society, until 26th August, 1977, Mr. 
Chadwick contributed much to the future planning of the organisation. He was 
instrumental in some of the Staff expansion of the day. To him credit must be 
given for vision, which has contributed to improved service for deaf people 
now. 

On Mr. Chadwick's resignation Miss Elizabeth D. "Betty" McConnan, who 
had joined the Society in March of 1966 as Women's Welfare Officer, (the tide 
subsequently changed to Welfare Officer), was appointed Senior Welfare Officer. 
She holds that position at the time of writing this book. 

On the retirement of C. It B. James as Honorary Director of the Society a 
different system of sub-committees of the Board was instituted. The system gave 
the Chairman of each Committee greater responsibility. The Committees set up 
were tided Welfare, Home, Hostel, Estates, and Finance. In about 1966 the 
Board felt that, in addition to this system, it needed an Executive Director. 
Advertisements were placed Australia-wide for Applicants to be "Responsible to the 
Board of Management for the day-to-day supervision and co-ordination of all Departments of 
the Society, which include Welfare Services, Hoste4 Home for the Aged, Finance, Property 
Management etc. The applicant will be required to make reports and recommendations to the 
Board on policy matters and to implement policy decisions. He will not be concerned with fund-
raising except in administrative supervision of that activity". It is said that something like 
forty applications were received. 

The successful applicant was Mr. John Wilmot Flynn who, at the time was 
Senior Executive Officer with the Adult Deaf Society of New South Wales. He was 
born in New South Wales in 1932 and had no connection with deafness until 16th 
October, 1950 when he was appointed as trainee Welfare Officer with the Adult 
Deaf and Dumb Society of New South Wales. Ten years later, on 1st August, 1960 
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John W. Flynn, Executive Director and Secretary — 1984. 

he was appointed Superintendent of the South Australian Adult Deaf and Dumb 
Society. When Mr. O.R. Redman retired he was appointed to the joint position of 
Secretary/Superintendent, a position he held until 29th July, 1967. He took up 
the position of Executive Director in Melbourne on September 9, 1968 after 
spending the intervening period with the Adult Deaf Society of N. S.W. He still 
holds the position of Executive Director of the Adult Deaf Society of Victoria at 
the time of writing this book. He is also Secretary of the Society. 

Mr. Flynn took leave of absence from the New South Wales Society in 1956 and 
travelled overseas, during which time he gained the Diploma in Deaf Welfare 
awarded by the U.K. Deaf Welfare Examination Board. For a few months, whilst 
in England, he was a Supervisor at the Royal School for Deaf Children in Exeter 
and later, for three months, Welfare Officer with the Liverpool Institute for Adult 
Deaf and Dumb. 

This book would be incomplete without reference to some other long- serving 
members of staff For example, Miss Eileen Empson. Her connection with the 
Society began with her childhood friendship with Elsie, daughter of Rev. James 
and Mrs. Hannah Martin and, of course, brother of Mr. H. Sumner Martin. Elsie 
Martin married and became Mrs. Elsie White. She was later to be appointed 
Office Secretary at Flinders Street and her friend Eileen Empson visited her 
frequently. When Mrs. White moved to Sydney in 1919 Miss Empson, who had 
gained quite a lot of knowledge of the organisation, took the vacant position. She 
held it until 1942 — a remarkable 34 years during which her influence was 
profound. Apart from her office work she organised the Deaf Hockey Club and 
was delegate to the Ladies Hockey Association. She was heavily involved in the 
Women's Guild and the Deaf Worker's Club. The Deaf Worker's Club was later 
amalgamated with the Deaf Women's Guild. The Deaf Rambler's Club also 
claimed her interest and help. She became a skilled Interpreter for the deaf ladies 
and eventually lived in the grounds of the Society at Jolimont in one of the houses. 
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In 1928 the Board of Management created for her the position of Assistant 
Secretary and Assistant Treasurer with special duties in connection with the Farm 
and Home and made her an Executive Officer of the Society, directly responsible 
to the Hon. Treasurer. 

James M. Johnston or 'finz", as he was known, was a student at the Victorian 
School for Deaf Children until 1906. He always had a fair degree of hearing, but 
obviously, as was written of him in 1931 "was a master ofthe finger and sign language". 
In 1923 Mr. Johnston was appointed Assistant Missioner of the Society, 
conducting Services, classes, etc. having special regard to the welfare of the young 
men. In 1930 owing to the serious financial position of the Society and the need 
for drastic reduction in expenses Mr. Johnston was asked to become the 
Residential Officer of the Society and to live in Jolimont Square. One of his 
children, Dorothy, together with brother Eric lived there as well. Dorothy was to 
become Mrs. Dorothy Shaw and is a very active deaf leader in New South 
Wales. 

Jim Johnston was Hon. Secretary of the Victorian Branch of the Australasian 
Deaf and Dumb Association, Hon. Secretary of the Australian Deaf Cricket 
Association and, prior to joining the staff, was one of the representatives of the 
Deaf Sub-Committee to the Society's General Board of Management. He was 
President of the Cricket, Lacrosse and Tennis Clubs, Hon. Secretary of the 
Australian Deaf Cricket Association, Vice Chairman of the Deaf Committee, 
Hon. Manager of the Deaf Savings Bank and held all offices available to him in the 
Deaf Men's Guild. He served on the Society's staff until 1947. 

Melbourne Brameld Dyson was appointed Assistant Welfare Officer on Mr. 
Johnston's retirement. Mr. Dyson commenced his employment in 1948 and 
staved until 1978. "Melby" threw himself into his job and, like others before him, 
was dearly loved by those amongst whom he worked. Before he commenced on 
our staff, "Melby" was one of the deaf trainees at the Farm at Blackburn. He well 
remembers the 10/— per week and keep he received! Apart from his many other 
contributions to our work, he is fondly thought of by many members of our staff, 
Mr. Russell Watts in particular, for the way in which he coached them in Deaf Sign 
Language. Mr. Dyson was Secretary of the first ever Deaf Cricket team to win a 
Premiership in the Victorian Junior Cricket Association. He and his wife Marjorie 
are still active members of the deaf community in Melby's retirement. 

The Centenary Staff 
As a matter of historical interest, what might be referred to as the "Centenary 

Staff' are listed below. They are those persons who were on the staff at the time of 
writing this book; the period of the Centenary Dinner, held March 31, 1984. The 
year printed after each name indicates the year of joining the staff. 
Central Administration 

Administrative Officer 	  Bryan Dunlop 	 1981 
Administrative Assistant 	  Lucina Saks 	 1983 
Administrative Assistant 	  Irina Kutt 	  1979 
Administrative Assistant 	  Patricia Schroeder 	 1979 
Receptionist 	  Kristine Nelson 	 1983 
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Administrative Staff of the Society 31st March, 
1984. (Back Row) Miss K Nelson, Mr. B.R. 
Dunlop, Mr. C. Emerson, Mrs. S. Tylim. (Front 
Row) Mrs. L Saks, Mrs. P. Schroeder, (Insert 
Mrs. I. Kutt). Absent: Miss J. Hobbs. 

Receptionist (P/t) 	 	Jenny Hobbs 	 
Audio Typist (P/t.) 	 	Susan Tylim 

* Gardener/Maintenance 	 	Charles Emerson 

Social Welfare Services and Programmes 
Senior Welfare Officer 	  
Welfare Officer 	  
Welfare Officer 	  
Welfare Officer 	  
Welfare Officer 	  
Welfare Officer (Barwon Region P/t) 

* Hostel Worker 	  
Hostel Worker 	  

* Youth Worker 	  
Playgroup Directress (P/t.) 	 
Playgroup Assistant (P/t.) 	  
Community Worker 	  

* Communication Tutor 	  
English Development Tutor (P/t.) 	 
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1982 
	 1981 

1979 

Betty McConnan 	 1966 
Russell Watts 	 1976 
Teresa Bird 	 1982 
Julian Hertan 	 1982 
Jocelyn Teh 	 1980 

. . Louise Neary 	 1978 
Rhonda Lister 	 1983 
Jenny Morland 	 1984 
Phil Harper 	 1981 
Margaret Nelson 	 1978 
Gwenda Walker 	 1978 
Kim Abdurazak 	 1982 
Gregory Culpitt 	 1982 
Ellen Papworth 	 1981 



TiWI-are and Programmes Staff of the Society 31st 
March, 1984. (Back Row) Mr. R Watts, Mr. J. 
Hertan, Mr. G. Culpitt. (Middle Row) Mrs. L 
Neary, Mr. P. Harper, Mrs. T Bird. (Front Row) 
Miss R Lister, Mrs. J. Teh, Mrs. K Abdurazak. 
Absent: Mrs. M. Nelson, Mrs. G. Walker. (Insert: 
Miss ED. McConnan). 

HEAR Service Staff3 1 st March, 1984. (Back 
Row) Mr. P. O'Halloran, Mrs. K Unwin, Mrs. J 
Swanwick, Mr. S. Leeuwenburg. (Second Row) 
Miss. S. Ellingsen, Mrs. K Herron, Mrs. H. 
Ansems, Mrs. C. Edwards. (Third Row) Mrs. D. 
Johnson Mrs. J. Major, Mrs. P Pengilley (Co-
ordinator), Miss. M. Merola. (Front Row) Mrs. A. 
Ferrari Mrs. B. Clark, Mrs. P Dean, Mrs. L 
Prosser. 
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H. E. A. R. Service 
Co-ordinator 	  
Assistant Co-ordinator 	 
Programmes Secretary 	 
Receptionist/Typist 	 
Medical Records Clerk 	 
Senior Clinical Audiologist 	 
Senior Educational Audiologist 
Audiologist 	  
Nurse and Educator (P/t) 	 
Nurse and Educator (Pk) 	 
Nurse and Educator (Pk) 	 
Community Educator (P/t) 	 
Community Educator (P/t.) 	 
Community Educator (P/t.) 	 
Community Educator (Ph) 	 
Community Educator (P/t) 	 

Patricia Pengilley 	 1975 
Kath Herron 	 1975 
Susan Ellingsen 	 1984 
Dorothy Johnson 	 1976 
Maria Merola 	 1979 
Judy Swanwick 	 1984 
	 Paul O'Halloran 	 1977 

Stephen Leeuwenburg 1984 
Patricia Dean 	 1978 
Bronwyn Clark 	 1979 
Lois Prosser 	 1981 
Ann Ferrari 	 1982 
Jeanette Magor 	 1982 
Kaye Unwin 	 1981 
Cathy Edwards 	 1979 
Helen Ansems 	 1977 

Lakeside Lodge 
Supervisor 	  
Assistant Supervisor (P/t) 	 
Sister in Charge (Pit) 	  
Sister in Charge (P/t) 	  
Sister in Charge (Pit.) 	  
Nursing Attendant (P/t) 	  
Nursing Attendant (P/t) 	  
Nursing Attendant 	  
Nursing Attendant (P/t) 	  
Nursing Attendant (P/t) 	  
Nursing Attendant (P/t) 	  
Nursing Attendant 	  
Nursing Attendant 	  
Cook 	  
Cook (P/t) 	  
Cleaner 	  
Handcraft Instructress (P/t) 	 
Woodwork Instructor (P/t) 	 
Gardener/ Handyman 	  
Cleaner 	  

Delysia Farthing 	 1981 
Helen Diamandis 	 1984 
Colleen Estlin 	 1982 
Roma Keown 	 1982 
Robin Toivonen 	 1982 
Allison Bourke 	 1976 
Joan Cook 	  1979 
Dawn Edwards 	 1979 
Wendy Wishart 	 1983 
Loretta Stirling 	 1982 
Mary White 	 1982 
Marilyn Pezzano 	 1978 
Flora Pietropaoli 	 1969 
Valerie Walker 	 1978 
Bernadette Justin 	 1977 
John Moshoulis 	 1975 
Robyn Ford 	 1983 
Norman Teague 	 1980 
David Fahy 	 1984 
Dino Salerni 	 1984 

Executive Director 	 John W. Flynn 	 1968 

* Deaf 
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Staff who attended the Annual Staff Seminar on February 8, 1984. 

174 

Some of the staff at Lakeside Lodge, (Left to right) Mrs. V Walker, Mrs. R. Toivenen, Miss R Lister, Miss. 
J. Morland Mrs. D. Edwards, Mrs. F Pietrapaoli, Mrs. D. Farthing, Mr. J Moshoulis, Mrs. H 
Diamatis, Mrs. M. Pezzano. 



Chapter 14 
"Office-bearers, Committee and Board Members" 

Presidents: 
MacBain, Hon. James 	 1885-1892 
Sargood, Sir Frederick 	 1893-1895, 1899, 1901 
Gillott, Sir Samuel 	 1903-1908 
Grimwade, Hon. F.S. 	 1909-1910 
Felstead, W H 	  1911-1916 
McBeath, W G 	  1917-1919 
Mackeddie, Dr. J.F. 1920-1926 
Peacock, E R 	  1927-1932 
Cleveland, L.A. 	  1933-1938 
Bruche, Sir J. 	  1939-1947 
Sanderson, R F 	  1948-1954 
Bedggood, H. 	  1954-1962 
Wigney, G. 	  1962-1965 
Driver, R A 	  1965-1977 
Smiley, P.A. 	  1977-1980 
Sholl, D K 	  1980-1983 

* Lovett, J. M. 	  1983- 

Secretaries: 
Moss, Rev. W. 	  1884-1890 
Tranmar, Rev. H T 	 1891-1892 
Martin, H. Sumner 	 1892-1911 
Oehr, R.J. 	  1912-1932 
Rowe, W.F. 	  1933-1936 
James, C. R. B. 	  1937-1945 
McCrea, H.F. 	  1946-1956 
Parkinson, H.S. 	  1957-1968 
Flynn, J.W. 	  1968- 

Treasurers: 
Newbigin, E. 	  1885-1889 
Bates, Hon. W.E. 	  1890 
Martin, H. Sumner 	 1891 
Kent, Harold 	  1907-1911 
Haldane, G.G. 	  1913-1914 
Walters, H.L. 	  1915-1920 
Dudley, J. 	  1921-1927 
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Sir Samuel Gillo4 President 1903-1908. The Hon. F.S. Grimwade, President 1909-
1910. 
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Murphy, J. G. 	  1928 
Cleveland, L.A. 	  1929-1932 
Spry, F.W. 	  1933-1934 
Peacock, Edgar H. 	  1934-1948 
Tootell, G.C. 	  1948-1965 
Young, C.T. 	  1965-1981 
Brown, K W 	  1981- 

Sir James MacBain, President 1885-1892. 	Sir Frederick Sargood, President 1893-1895, 
1899 and 1901. 



Sir William McBeath, President 191 7-191 9. President 1911-1916. Mr. W. H. Felstea 

Dr. J. S. McKeddie, President 1920-1926. Mr. E. R. Peacock President 192 7 - 1932. 

177 



Cle-celand, President 1933-1938. Sir Julius Bruche, President 1939-1947. 

Mr. RE Sanderson, President 1948-1954. 	Mr. II. Bedggoo President 1954-1962. 
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Mr. Geo. Wigney, President 1962-1965. 	Mr. R.A. Driver, President 1965-1977. 

Mr. P.A. Smiley, President 1977-1980. 	Mr. D. K Sholl, President 1980-1983. 
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Mr. J. M. Lovett, President 1983 — (Mr. Lovett is 
the first deaf man in our history to hold the position 
of President). 

The Board of Management 27th March, 1984. 
(Left to Right) Back Row: Mr. EL Chesterfield Mr.JE Parsons, Mr. C.T. Young, Mr. D.F. Peters, Mr. 
C.L McKirdy, Mr. E.G. Cutler, Mr. Mi. Shannon Front Row: Mrs. D.B. Alley, Mr. KW Brown, Mr. 
D. K Shol4 Mr. J.M. Lovett, Mr. P.J. Smyth and Miss P. Middleton, Absent: Mr. H. Treidel and Mr. M. 

J. C. Street. 
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Committee and Board Members: 
*Adam, R.E M 	  

Adeney, Rev. H W H 	 
Allen, K E 	  
Alley, Mrs. D. B. 	  
Angwin, Rev. T. 	  
Armstrong, N. 	  
Atherton, A.E. 	  

Ballantyne, Rev. J. 	 
Barnes, Dr. J. K. 	  
Bates, Hon. W.E. 	  
Bedggood, H. 	  
Belyea, H. 	  

* Bernal, B. 	  
Bickford, H W 	  
Blackie, Rev. H. G. 	 
Bremner, E.J.L. 	  
Brown, G. 	  
Brown, K W 	  
Brown, R.J. 	  
Bruce, J.M. 	  
Bruche, Sir Julius 	  
Bulstrode, J. 	  
Burton, Rev. J. G. 	  

Caldwell, Rev. A.M. 	 
Carlyon, N.M. 	  
Carrodus, J. C. 	  
Chapman, S. 	  
Chesterfield, E.L. 	  
Christie, F D 	  
Cleveland, L.A. 	  
Collie, G. 	  
Collins, A. 	  
Colquhoun, J. 	  
Cormack, G. F. 	  
Cox, F.W. 	  
Cox, G.R. 	  

* Crush, W H 	  
Cudlipp, R.A. 	  
Cutler, E.G 	  

Davis, R.J. 	  
Derham, Hon, F.T. (MHR) 	 
Dickins, W.A. 	  

* Dow, Miss M. 	  
* Dow, Miss R. 	  

1966-1970, 1972-1974 
1890-1903, 1907-1916 
1974-1977 
1981- 
1895-1903 
1928-1940 
1928-1931 

1889-1890 
1978-1982 
1885-1891 
1937-1941, 1946-1962 
1937-1940 
1975-1980 
1917-1927 
1892 
1933-1948 
1910-1921, 1926 
1980- 
1967-1982 
1885-1889 
1939-1947 
1885 
1885 

1916-1920 
1973-1982 
1949-1965 
1886-1887 
1977-1983 
1959, 1975-1977 
1929-1941 
1942-1943 
1927 
1897 
1981 
1946-1959 
1886-1890 
1932 
1953-1979 
1983- 

1954-1970 
1891-1892 
1892-1920 
1947-1948 
1935-1938 
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Driver, R.A. 	  
Dudley, J. 	  

1951-1982 
1921-1927 

Duguid, A.E. 	  1895-1896, 1899 

Eberbach, A. 	  1963-1974 
Edwards, G. 	  1927 
Ewing, J. 	  1920-1921 

Falkingham, Rev. G. 	 1887-1890 
Felstead, W.H. 	  1911-1916 
Fethers, G. 	  1928-1935 
Frewin, Frank 	  1893-1895, 1900, 1908-1912, 1916-1935 
Frewin, Fred 	  1892, 1895, 1899 
Frew-in, Rev. J. H. 	  1904-1906 

Gillott, Sir Samuel 	 1903-1908 
Gladman, H. 	  1898-1899 
Gorman, E. 	  1931-1932 

*Greensmith, H. 	  1939, 1959-1964, 1966-1968 
Griffiths, J. M. 	  1899-1909 
Grimwade, Hon. F.S. 	 1909-1910 
Guillaume, G. 	  1885-1886 

Haldane, G.G. 	  1913-1914 
Halley, Rev. J.J. 	  1891, 1899-1909 
Harris, Rev. E. 	  1891 
Hartley, F.H.A. 	  1966-1971 

*Hickey, Miss D. 	  1938-1939 
Hoath, M.J. 	  1930-1945 
Hobson, S.J. 	  1933-1949 
Hornblower, J. G. 	  1886 
Hunt, J. F. 	  1944-1946 

Illingworth, F. 	  1972-1975 
Ingamells, Rev. C H 	 1893-1894 

James, C. R. B. 	  1937-1959 
Johnson„ E. 	  1931, 1942-1943 

* Johnston, J. M. 	  1917-1927 
Johnston, J.S. 	  1885 
Jones, W. 	  1886-1895 
Judkins, W.H. 1905-1906 

Kemp, H.H. 	  1893-1894 
Kent, Harold 	  1907-1911 

Langley, Rev. H.A. 	 1885-1890 
Lloyd, J. C. 	  1886-1887 

*Lovett, J. M. 	  1971- 
*Luff, R.H. 	  1892, 1901, 1913-1925 

MacBain, Sir J. 	  1885-1892 
MacDonald, K. 	  1928 
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Mackeddie, Dr. J.F. 1920-1926 
Mackie, Rev. J.G. 1885 

*Mann, A. 	  197.5-1977 
Marshall, Rev. B. 	  1966-1969 
Martin, H. Sumner 	 1891-1919 
Martin, S.G. 1910 
Massina, S.L. 	  1925-1927 
Maugher, Hon. S. (MHR) 	 1907-1912 
McBeath, W G 	  1917-1919 
McKirdy, C.L. 	  1963- 
McLean, J 	  1928, 1930, 1933-1934 

*McRae, J 	  1961-1962 
Mercer, Rev. H.S. 	  1888-1899 
Middleton, Miss P. 	 1983- 
Miller, M.L. 	  1888-1892, 1895-1897, 1899-1925 

*Mitchell, (Darwin) Miss A. 	 1978 
*Moore, K. 	  1953-1955, 1957 

Morley, Rev. W. 	  1894-1899 
Morton, E.L. 	  1926-1933 
Moss, Rev. W. 	  1885-1890 

*Muir, A.C. 1888-1889, 1896-1897, 1899, 1903-1908 
*Muir, J.E. 1890-1891, 

Muir, W.P. 	  1902, 1926 
1895-1896, 1898-1916 

Muirhead, W. 	  1897 
Munro, Hugh 	  1911-1916 
Murphy, J. G. 	  1928 
Newbigin, E. 	  1885-1889, 1891-1907 

*Newnham, G. 	  1928-1932, 1936-1937 
*Noble, E.R. 	  1937-1959, 1961-1964, 1966-1974 

Oehr, R.J. 	  1912-1932 
Officer, C.M. M.L.A. 	 1885-1890 

Page, Rev. F. 	  1885-1886 
*Parsons, J. E. 	  1978- 

Patterson, RR. 	  1901-1904 
* Patterson, W.A. 	  1921-1929 

Peacock, Edgar H. 	 1933-1948 
Peacock, E.R. 	  1902-1932 

*Peters, D.F. 	  1980- 
Peverill, A.A. 	  1928 

*Phillips, J. 	  1965 
*Piper, D. 	  1894 

Pratt, Rev. F V 	  1913-1915 
*Puddy, H. 	  1940-1943, 1949-1952, 1956-1960, 

1965, 1969-1971 
Purves, T. 	  1925-1927 

Rolland, Rev. W S 	 1894-1897, 1899 
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"Rose, F.J. 	  
Ross, Rev. D. 	  

1886-1887, 
1904-1906 

1889-1915 

*Ross, W. 	  
Rowe, W.F. 	  

1945-1956, 
1933-1936 

1963-1965 

*Salas, E. 	  1888-1890, 1892 
Sanderson, R F. 	  1943-1954 
Sargood, Sir F. 	  1893-1902 
Satchell, A.M. 	  1973-1981 
Scott, J. 	  1891 

*Shannon, M.J. 	  1982- 
Sholl, D.K. 	  1972- 
Simpson, H.P. 	  1960-1973 
Sinclair, H.A. 	  1921-1924 
Smiley, P.A. 	  1953-1983 
Smith, A.J. 	  1885 
Smyth, P.J. 	  1980- 
Spencer, A.H. 	  1928 
Sproud, J. B. 	  1885 
Spry, F.W. 	  1932-1937, 1941-1945 
Stephens, A. 	  1936 
Street, M.J.C. 	  1982-1984 
Sugden, Rev. E.H. 	 1904-1908 

*Sugden, A.W. 	  1958, 1960 
*Sutherland, A.W. 	  1927-1928, 1933-1936 
*Sutherland, Mrs. A.W. 	 1940-1941 

Sweetland, G W 	  1932-1948 

Taggart, P. 	  1898-1899 
Tait, T. 	  1898-1903 
Tranmar, Rev. R.T. 	 1890-1892 
Treidel, H. 	  1983- 
Trescowthick, I. 	  1944-1956 
Tootell, G.C. 	  1948-1977 
Tudor, Hon. F. (MHR) 	 1907-1917 

Vial, G. 	  1917-1927 
Vincent, J. E. 	  1942-1948 

Walters, H. L. 	  1915-1920 
Wardrop, F.J. 	  1957-1974 
Watkin, Rev. E.I. 	  1885-1886 
Watkin, S. 	  1930-1933 
Webb, Rev. T. 	  1887 
Weeton, Sir Henry 	 1910-1912 
Wells, Rev. W. P. 	  1891-1892 
Whitley, T. 	  1896-1899 
Wigney, G. 	  1950-1974 

*Williamson, A. 	  1891 
Young, C T 	  1960- 
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ing photographs. Mr. Culpitt is Communication Tutor of the Society. 

To those involved with the Society over the past Century who had the foresight to 
carefully preserve in excellent records so much of our past. Most of the 
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185 



"NO LONGER BY GASLIGHT" 

To celebrate its Centenary of 
service among deaf and hearing 
impaired persons, the Adult Deaf 
Society of Victoria has published 
this History. These pages record 
the Society's formative struggles 
and trace the years of growth to 
1984. 

_John W. Flynn, Dip. Deaf 
Welfare, is Executive Director of 
the Society and, thus, has unique 
access to the organisations records. 
This access, combined with know-
ledge gained through his association 
with Adult Deaf Societies in 
Australia and Overseas since he 
commenced as a Trainee Welfare 
Officer with the Adult Deaf and 
Dumb Society of N.S.W. in 1950, 
has led w the creation of a most 
interesting and readable docu-
mentation of the first hundred 
years of the Adult Deaf Society of 
Victoria. 
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