


THE AUSTRALIAN DEAF CITIZEN,

Editorial.

. Wishful Dreaming..

We do not know how it happened, but we dreamt that the Government had
appointed a Royal Commission to find out if there was any justificationfor
the complaints made against the hearing administration of the Victorian
Society during many years past; whether the administration kept its pledges
to the Government and the public re the training of the impotent deaf (the
feeble-minded, and the intelligent unemployed adult deaf); to inquire into
the reason for the debt on the Society's property; into the lag of the work
for the welfare care of the deaf, and why, although attempts have been made
to improve the lot of the other special classes of the community, nothing
has been done for the deaf,

We found ourselves in some sort of Court House, There was a Judge.
4 member of the board of management was in the witness box, and Counsel was
cross-examining him.

Counsel: (reading from the Society's Annual Report for 1931) "The deaf
community, mainly of the artisan class, includes all sorts and conditions,
and embraces all religious beliefs, all degrees of mentality and morality -
the good, indifferent and viciously bad. With few exceptions, they are of
the artisan class, and the main avenue to mental development - hearing -
being closed, it is not surprising that they are not as developed intellect- -~
vally as normal people!,

Counsel: (to board member) Dig you write that?

Board member: No,
Counsel: Is that your name at the foot of the report?

Yes, L

Did you write the report?
No.

Who wrote it, then?

Mr. Abrgham, the Superintendent.

Did you see the statement before you signed the report?
Yes,

You will agree, I suppose, that making public statements like that
"just isn't done"?

Yes,



Do you believe that working class people are less intelligent than the
professional and commercial classes?

Yo,

Then how came you to sign a statement that you would not malke yourself
and with which you do not agree?

No answer.

Mr.Abraham claimed to have had mesmeric powers, did he hypotnise you
and make you sign the report?

No.

I take it that every member of the board is responsible for the state-
ments that appear in the report?

Yes.
And the Patrons, too?
I suppose so.

The only Patrons of the Society are the Governor and the Lord Mayor,
are they not? :

Yes.

You will admit that under no circumstances could the Governor and the
Lord Mayor allow their names to be associated with such a statement?

Yes.

Yet you went behind their backs and made them partially responsible
for it?

Do you know that both the Governor and the Lord Mayor of the period
have repudiated any responsibility for the statement?

No.
Well, we have evidence to prove that they have.

A deaf man named Bourke brought the statement in the report under
your personal notice, did he not?

Board Member: (frowning) Yes.
Counsel: You do not like him?
I regard him as a nuisance.
Why?

Because he is always writing to the public and making complaints'about
the Board and the Superintendent.
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Is it not rather because he has a bad habit of proving your irresponsib-
ility out of your own mouths?

If that jibe at the working class had appeared in the Press you will ad-
mit that there would have been an outcry of indignation from all the workers
of Victoria?

I suppose there would,

The Trades Hall Council would have had something very caustic to say
about it, and all the Unions would have sent you resolutions of protest?

I suppose so,

Do you kmow that the deaf and dumb get very resentful and indignant at
vreople traducing them and passing remarks about their mentality?

I believe that they do.

With regard to that statement, did the Deaf Committee ask for the dis-
missal of the Superintendent and the resignation of the Board?

No,

Did it make any sort of protest at all?

Yo.

Then how can you claim, as you do in the Annual Report for 1941, that

"the Deaf Committee is largely responsible above all for the conduct and good
name of all deaf and dumb folk"?

Counsel: Is it not a fact that Bourke was the only one who made any
sort of protest against that statement?

I do not kmow,.

Did you read an article inspired by Mr.Abraham that appeared in "The
Sun" of 25th September, 1937, in which it is stated the deaf and dwmb"are
all children whether 16 or 60"?

It was brought under my notice.

Do you know that it was widely read and discussed amongst the deaf and
dumb, and that they deeply resented that and many other statements the ---
article contained?

I heard rumours to that effect.

Did any of them complain to the Board about it?

One of them did.

Was he a member of the Deaf Committee?

No.
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Then how can you claim that the Committee "are responsible for the good
name of all deaf folk"?

Do you know that Bourke again was the only one to protest, and that he
wrote a special pamphlet in answer to the article?

Yes.
Did he send you a copy?
He sent a copy to each of us,

Is it not a fact that the Board has refused Bourke the right to be a
member and a subscriber to the Society?

The Chairman: What!

Counsel: Yes, he sent a donation of 10/- to the Society, but the Board
refused to accept it and returned the money to him, thereby denying him the
right of membership.

The Chairman: Are we in Germany? Is not that what the Nazis would do
if a Jew sent them a donation to their funds?

Myself: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Counsel: Not only did the Board refuse Bourke the right to be a member
of the Society, but because he dared to stand out against these men trifling
with the public, the Board and the Superintendent hunted him down and hound-
ed him out of the Society. They expelled him from headquarters therby denying
him the right to the companionship of his deaf friends, and when he threaten-
ed them with a Supreme Court action if they did not withdraw their embargo,
they climbed down.

The Chairman: Well, if Bourke has proved the charges he has made against
the Board and the Superintendent half as well as the irresponsibility of the
Board has been proved in the matter of this statement, I think the persecution
of the man is the rankest injustice.

Myself: Thank you again, Mr. Chairman. You seem to be the only reason-
able man in Victoria in these times.

The Chairman: Orderly, tell that man thet while I appreciate what he
says, he is not to disturb the Court with his remarks.

The Orderly walked towards me and touched me on the shoulder - then I
woke up., Someone was shaking me by the shoulder and saying, "Here, wake up!
You have been talking in your sleep. It is 7,15, and if you don't hurry you'll
be late for work",

Though practically every member of the present Deaf Committee is hostile
to us, we are not attacking them. We do not blame them for not protecting
their mates and standing up for their cause and their class. That they have
not done so all these years is due to Mr.Abraham alone. He made the Committee
what it is. If you were to ask its members what are the objects of the
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Society, what is their duty to their mates, and what they must do to help
the deaf in the right way, they could not answer you because they have
never been taught.

It was Mr, Abraham!'s duty to teach the deaf that the only protection
the deaf could look to was the protection of the deaf themselves; that
the happiness, progress and good name of the deaf and their Society layin,
their om hands; that the protection and treatment of their weaker
brethren depended upon them; and that if they wanted to save themselves
from exploitation and the many disabilities put upon them by the hearing
they would have to find a means of making their voice heard,

Mr, Abraham, however, did not want them to know all this. He wanted
things so that everything must come through him, so he made the deaf as
helpless and dependent upon him as possible. He made them believe that it
was their duty to follow, uphold and support him in everything he did. He
therefore proceeded to create a Deaf Committee that would be controlled
by himself, and this is how he did it:-

Like all imposters he had pleasant manners and taking ways, and a few
of the deaf girls thought more of him than they did of their Society or
their mates. With them it was Mr. Abraham first and last and all the
time and Mr. Abraham right or wrong. To them he was a sort of king who
could do no wrong, so he proceeded to use the power such men as he possess
over the deaf and dumb to get these girls under his influence.

He had the right to appoint and dismiss all the employees of the
Society deaf or hearing.

He also had the right to grant or refuse unemployment relief to the
out-of-work, With this power over them they came to see in time that it
was to their advantage to keep on his side. He was perpetually scheming
to get as many as possible of the deaf into his power or under his in-
fluence. By this means he formed around himself a small section known
as "the Abraham clique", and proceeded to destroy amongst the deaf commun-
ity one of the most sacred things in communal life <= comradeship. This
clique forms a sort of public opinion in the Society. Around this clique
gathered a good number who, although they had lost all respect for Mr.
Abraham, for the sake of peace, floated with the tide., It is this section
that controls elections to the Deaf Committee,

) Mr, Abraham therefore induced as many as possible of those under his
influence, as many as pogsible of the employees of the Society,and as many
as possible of those on inemployment relief, to stand for election to the
Deaf Committee, and gave himself a permanent seat thereon as Chairman.
For all practical purposes he was the Deaf Committee.

All this was done to have the Committee as weak and as pliable as
possible in order to bend it to his will. He made the public believe that
the Committee was elected by and represented the deaf community of Vie-
toria, when in actual fact he practically elected and entirely controlled
?t. It was merely his tool, for he imposed his will on it, and could make
it do and say what he liked. It had no voice of its own., If it spoke at
all it spoke through Mr, Abrsham. He made it the worst enemy of the deaf
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by using it as a tool to fool the public and to d?s?redi? those Ofiu: who
tried to tell the State the truth about real conditions in the Society.

At one time some of the members were strong and were not afgéi% zgem
stand up to and speak their minds to him, bu? he_grgdually got rid o o
and made the Committece weaker and weaker until within thg few years p
to his death not one of them would dare to stand up to him,

He was continually casting slurs on their mentality, telling ?eligiz-
ate lies about them, their Society and their cause. They (the &egﬁ tge
resent it and grumble about it amongst themselves, buﬁ not only di i
Deaf Committee not have the moral courage to protest, but it was cons
singing his praises.

He taught the deaf that anyone writing to the P?ess or theipuSI;;m
about real conditions in the Society, or anyone standing our aii nsinds =
and his ways was disloyal to the Society, and he wogld poison : e ?ters =
his clique against these, his idea being to make things at heiiQua e, &
unpleasant, uncomfortable and as unhappy as possible, Theth qujbraham
consider the rights and wrongs of the matter or wheth?r wha l:r. For i
t0ld them against their fellows was true or not. It gust be 1ev: e B
told it, and the clique would do to their mates what it dared ngliness and.
Abranam, Its members would cold shoulder you,rspurn your frieg insﬁlt-
refuse to speak to you. And the Deaf Commltt?e would no? be above T
ing and humiliating you at Mr. Abraham's bidding, wyen, if they wer
their duty to their mates, they should be on your side.

By these means they have driven out of the Societg all th:s§td§z§w?f
1 i i er get 1
might have helped them to put the Society's hous? 1@ order,
thi chactic st;te in which Mr, Abraham has le?t it, bring peace an%hhaiﬁzny
into the movement once more, and to try and find means to better g
of the deaf generally.

We do not mean to convey the idea that the Deaf Committee ?ake 2; d
interest in their Society. They do, but they do not prot§ct thelrbwe u:e
brethren nor take any interest in the real welfare of Fhelr mates k;g:n g
they have never been tavght. For instance, th? only Flme we ha;e R
Deaf Committee to trouble itself about protecting their weake? ?: i
the farm was at the instigation of Mr, Abraham, and‘he only did i )
insult and humiliate a new mangger that had taken his place there,

Many members of the Deaf Committee ask nothing of the Socletg zggtzze
right to serve it, and sacrifice their leisure to look after the od g
side of the work at headquarters. Mr. Abrsham legd them astray an
directed their usefulness and their enthusiasm,

The present Deaf Committee does not know what it wants nor whomc;tof
serves, It is making no attempt to find a way t? prevent a reczgr:aam "
the unhappy conditions that prevailed in the §001ety under M?.t‘ ;'nd é
has no ambition to try and better the lot of its fellows, nor tgatlhas Lo
remedy for the miserable, hopeless, worried and usgless lives T
the lot (including a few members of the Committee }tself) of so‘iang 4
fellows during the past forty years. This is not its fault. The de

community of Victoria is one of whi
proper leadership is the trouble.
for inspiration and encourage them to

ch any nation might be proud. Iack of
There is no one to whom they can look
strive for better and higher things.

The Board has made Mr, Abraham's lady secretary Acting Superintendent.
She just continues the Abrsham sy

stem and the Abraham methods. The Society
is without policy or plan, and Just drifting along in the old way.

If you hearing people want to help the adult deaf in the right way,you

must see to it that no man is allowed to lead them astray again., You will
only make them the worst enemies of their mates.

March 24th, 1941.

Some Balance - Sheets.

~New South Wales Society.-

The balance sheet as at June 30th shows that receipts from all sources
amounted to £9,053,

Expendi ture amounted to £

7,631, leaving a balance of £1,421., Receipts
from donations, subsecri

» ptions and efforts amounted to £8,753. Salaries to
staff and commissions to collectors absorbed £2,446. Well over £1,300was
distributed to needy cases, and the hostel served 20,000 meals and provided
5,000 beds.

-The South Mjission-

The Mission balance sheet asg at 30th September shows that receiptsfrom
all sources (for the Mission) amounted to £3,453.

Expenditure amounted to £2,942, leaving a balance of £511, Receipts
subscription and donations amounted to £2,648.

Salaries to staff and
commissions to collectors absorbed £1,433, £585 was distributed to needy
cases,

from

~The Farm and Home-

Receipts from all sources for the farm amounted %o £4,006,

Expenditure

(exclusive of improvements) amounted to £3,917, leaving a
balance of £89,

Salaries and wages absorbed £966.

The farm purchased stock to the value of £1,856, fattened them for mar-

ket, and obtained for them, together with other produce, £3,216, making a
profit of £360. L]

£384 were spent on improvements.

-The Victorian Society-

The Society!'s balance sheet as at 30th June 1940 shows that subscrip-
tions, donations and collections from the deaf amounted to £4,742,

Expenditure amounted to £4,337, leaving a balance of £364. Salaries

to staff and commissions to collectors absorbed £2,922, Only £406 was dis-
tributed to needy cases.

Te
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Receipts from all sources for the farm (including pensions for the in-
mates and a Government grant of £300) amounted to £2,011,

Expenditure amounted to £2,370, leaving a debit balance of £359, On a
weges bill of £914 it produced not one penny's worth of anything nor effect-
ed one penny's worth of improvements. And this from a hearing administration
that kept telling the public over and over again that it would do its best to
make something out of the place!

-Social Security for the Deaf-

We would like to draw the reader's attention to Mr, T. L, Gardner's
letter on this subject on page 9.. It is pertinent and timely. This has been

our ideal too, and what we principally strive for. His remarks and criticism )

will apply with equal force to Australia,

-We Thank You-

We wish to thank the New South Wales Society and the South Australian
Mission for the courtesy in sending us their annual reports.

...FROM HERE, THERE AND EVERYWHERE, ..

Australia, Please Note!

"Bill 9221, U.S.A., Bureau for tﬁé Welfare of the Deaf in the U.S.A,
Dept. of Labour:-

"(i) To collect, tabulate and make public statistics pertaining to
the Deaf, their employment and welfare;

"(ii)  To ascertain what fields of employment are available to the Deaf
and to endeavour to create such new fields of employment;

"(1ii1) To acquaint employers in private industry with the special capa-
bilities of the deaf and to encourage the employment of the
deaf on equal basis with the hearing;

"(1v)  To co-operate with the heads of the various departments of the
Government and with the Civil Service Commission and States
and political sub-divisions thereof in expanding the oppor-
tunity for the employment of the deaf in public service, and

"(v)  To co-operate with any public or private agency in the vocation-
al rehabilitation of the deaf. ¢

"To follow through I would recommend to the new administration that a
special committee on Social Welfare legislation be appointed to bring the
matter to a successful conclusion in the interest of the common good as well
as common Jjustice.

"This Bill is prepared for U.S.A. Deaf by Serator Pepper and others".
- "The New York Journal of the Deaf", Aug. 1lst, 1940.

Difficulty of Placement of the Deaf .

"At the age of 16 the deaf child had to enter into competition with the
hearing world, and he had to find a job. That was not an easy task, A per-
fectly normal child in a similar position went to the Juvenile Employment
Department and if he is fitted for the particular work he wants he is placed
in the job, But the deaf child finds himself in a different position. He
went to the Bureau and stood there with eyes and mouth open, waiting for
somebody to do something for him because he could not make himself understood,
Up to a few years ago there was nobody to do it, and then the Mission for the
Deaf and Dumb stepped in. Hitherto the Mission had looked after the social
and religious welfare of the deaf and dumb, but now the Missioner, knowing
that the boy had been training at school in a certain occupation, helped him
to secure employment".

- Extract from an address to Dudley Rotarians by Mr.L.Crellin.
(With aclknowledgment to "The British Deaf Times") .

"Social Security for the Deaf',

"When Mr.Ernest Bevin spoke on the subject of Social Security, and put
it forward as a goal to be striven for, we felt that he had provided a re-
markable slogan to remind us of the necessity for planning and thinking of
the reconstructive period that we are all looking forward to.

"As deaf citizens we are naturally as acutely interested in reconstruc-
tion as anyone, We are, or should be, preoccupied with its possibilitiesand
problems as any other group in industry, the professions, or that of a social
character,

"Possibly Social Security has an even deeper meaning for deaf people in
that so many of us have had bitter reason to recognise its non-existence in
the past. Let us consider it as Utopian as we like, so long as we have a
clear idea of some of the things we mean by it, and of the means whereby we
hope to attain it,

"Very few of our older citizens have not vivid memories of some social
injustice arising out of some one or other anti-social act, '

"What then in deaf affairs should we aim for? As I see it an impor-
tant role is that of providing evidence of failures to work ‘towards, or to
co-operate in Social Security,

"The various and diverse bodies who urge the claims of the deaf upon
the public officials, and those engaged in the administration of local
government should each ask themselves if they share any responsibility in
retarding the cause of the deaf towards greater social security through any
failure to co-operate. An honest answer would be that they do. What is
urgently needed is a complete co-operative body, That is the first and most
important step., Action towards this end should be taken at once and -——-
carried out with tact anq berseverence, and, above all, without personal -
animus. We cannot afford to overlook the fact that hitherto our collective
social conscience towards the deaf has been by no means overactive. !

"L, Gardner",
(With acknowledgments to The Deaf Quarterly News).




10,
Deaf Mutes xious to Join A,I.F.

Rejected in Writing. .

Two deaf mutes were among the first volunteers when the Melbourne Town
Hall Recruiting Depot opened yesterday afternoon.

L]
They wrote on a piece of paper, 'We want to serve our country!'.

The recfuiting officer wrote back, 'Bad luck!', and the two men, well
dressed and of good physique, walked away very dejectedly.

- The Melbourne "Sun", March 24th, 1941.

"

THE STORY OF A DEAF DRUDGE
by
J. P, BOURKE,
(Second (rerised) Edition).
Author of "The After-School Problems of the Deaf and Dumb",

"Benevolence and the Banned Baby",
"Fiction and Fact" - A Pamphlet .

... Added to which was the fact that John was deaf, and
therefore was obviously intended to be a hewer of wood
and a drawer of water for his inferiors."

= From the Rev. A.H, Payne's "King Silence',

No., 1 Acre Place, Malvemrn, S.E.4.
Victoria. Australia.



"The second {duty of a biographer), no 1e§s surely, is ?o
maintain his own freedom of spirit. It.ls not his b231—
ness to be complimentary; it is his business to lay ta§:
the facts of the case, as he understands them. Th? i
what I have aimed at in this book- to.lay bgre the ac
of some cases as I understand them, dispassionately, ti;
partially, and without ulterior integtions. To quo?e .
words of a Master - 'I do not eriticise, I do not judge,

I exposel!'".
3 q . 1
- From the Preface to Lytton Strachey's "Eminent Victorians”.
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CHAPTER 8.

Abrahamis_Treatment of the Farm Inmates.

"Wow, the fact was, that both Mr, and Mrs. Squeers held and considered
that their business and profession was to get as much from every boy as cquld
by possibility be screwed out of him, On this point they were both agreed,
and behaved in unison accordingly. The only difference between them was, that
Mrs. Squeers waged war against the enemy openly and fearlessly, and that --
Squeers covered his rascality, even at home, with a spice of his habitual de-
ceit; as if he really had a notion of some day or other being able to take
himself in, and persuade his own ming that he was a very good fellow,"

- Dickens' Nicholas Nickleby,

There was nothing new in his exploitation of them. The deafand dumb have
been the worldts drudges all down the centuries.People in every coumntry in the
world had exploited them from time immemorial. The difference between them and

Abraham was that he was paid a handsome salary to keep them out of the handsof
the exploiter.

As already explained, his whole purpose in establishing the farm was to
enable him to acquire a home and plenty of servants for nothing; to make a
little more money out of the Society; to use the place to fool the Board and
the public generally, and to make it a show place to impress visitors and --
those whose help he needed. It was also "his little place in the country",
his toy and his plaything.

The Abrahams were o poorly-educated, commonplace family, and therefore,
were without high culture and without the desires and inclination that foster
art and learning, When you got to lmow them properly, you came t0 see that

godone despised the deaf and dumb or had a greater contempt for them than they
ad,

When building up the farm, Abraham's need was for good, cheap and docile
deaf labour, and he proceeded to make the place a social rubbish-dump. The
mentally deficient, the unwanted, the homeless unemployed, men of education
and refinement who through deafness had drifted from higher levels, the cul-
tured, the coarse, the timid, the bully, the quiet, the noisy, the ex-prisoner,
the ne'er-do~well and the drunken master were all mixed up without discrimina-
tion at Blackburn and "from each and all were exacted labour of the hardest
and most servile kind of which drudgery is chiefly required",

Victoria handed these people over to him and gave him unlimited power to
do what he liked with and to work and treat them as he pleased, so he proceed-
ed to make the place a hell of toil, of fear, of poverty and of drudgery, .and
to exploit the farm ang everybody on it openly and callously and without pity,
shame or remorse, He used the place as if he owned it, and he used the in-
mates and employees as if they were his servants.

ested in the deaf tries to help them out of, a life for them that he himself
pretended to deplore- "the life of a common drudge". He treated everybody
there in the way he told the public it was wrong to treat them and in the way
he was paid a good salary not to treat them.



30. The Story of a Deaf Drudge.

The school for the deaf had done its best to 1lift the deaf above charity,
poverty and drudgery, and Abraham proceeded to drag them all back again. He
pauperised end degraded us all and made it a crime to Dbe deaf.

By 1909 (the opening of the farm), he had gained complete possession of
the Society, had elected a Board that supported him in everything that he did.
He had worked things out in such a way that no one had the power to dismiss him.,
He was therefore his own master and able to do as he liked.

There were two sections at the farm, the feeble-minded (inmates) and the
unwented and intelligent unemployed deaf (employes).

The thing Abrsham loved best, next to himself, was money. He thought and
talked of nothing else all his life. His whole purpose was to get as much
money out of the public as he could with as little trouble to himself as poss-
ible. He could not make or get enough of it, The only way he could make and
get it was through. the Society. He understood, however, that the public knew
very little about the real needs of the deaf and took no interest in them and
that this did not tend to bring in subscriptions to the amount he wanted. So
he was always scheming to keep the subject of the deaf before the public by
every means in his power, and he becams a past-master in the art of using
everything and everybody for propaganda and publicity purposes.

Loving money as he did, he hated parting with it even when it was the
right of the deaf to receive it (i.e., either as wages or unemployment relief).
He was out to get the cheapest labour he could obtain, and if he could get
someone else to pay for this labour the arrangement would suit him nicely, so
he forced as many as possible of those at Blackburn to get the invalid pension
from the Commonwealth Government even when they had no right to it.

All the inmates therefore got this invalid pension., This was taken away -
from them and went towards their upkeep. The women inmates did (and still do)
all the domestic work on the place, except the cooking. The men inmates did
the work of ordinary garden laborers and farm hands. This was what Abraheam
called training them. A small portion of the inmates' pension was doled outto
them in sums ranging from one and sixpence (1/64.) to five shillings (5/-) a
week, according to their usefulness. This was equivalent to the people of Vie-
toria farming out these inmates to the Abraham family and paying this family
from 15/- to 18/64. (when pensions were £1 per week) per week for the privil-

ege of using them as their servants,

The inmates were expected to buy all their clothes and other necessities
out of the doles he gave them. Abrsham gave us all (inmates as well as em-
ployes) other people's cast-off clothing from time to time, so that in our.
working clothes we looked like a lot of tramps. He remarked once on the grubi-
ness of my clothes, I said, "Yes, poverty in all its glory". He got upset,
for he was capable of making the public believe that we all worked in dinner

suits and frock coats and toppers.

None of the women inmates were feeble-minded. They were merely the rejects
of the world and unwanted. Some of them were good workers and worth £1 a week.
Not only did Abraham §ay them nothing, but he made them pay him 17 6a. (i.e.

out of their pensions
visited the farm on occasion got a shock to-see the heavy work that the = ---
Abrahams made these unwanted women do, One of them has a habit of telling you
that she has to do a great amount of work, and of spreading out her toil-worn

and calloused hands and saying, "Look at my hands®.

for the right to work for him. Deaf housewives who
ed him of the serious state W. was in,

J—
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Som i
. inesggcggf %ignlﬁmates, like the women, were also good workers and first-
o e i runc es of work, as, for instance, flower-picking and spade
rings round us more intelligent deaf (myself included),

and we used to feel ashamed of
SRt iy moeid po eaSigy.ourselves when digging alongside them to find

M .
o yogszegi ;heolgtelligent degf started on 5/- a week, If Abraham liked you
ceived £1 & Weei 0d worker, he increased it to 10/- or 15/- & week. A fewy
- He thought this a munificent sum for a deaf worker ==

We all worked twelve d
ST " and a half days a fortnight. H
Fpbidisy gngfgétsﬁg dlvided us into equal batches, %alf of u: %gzetgsrggzgidgg
e Ay h01§y afternoon and most of Sunday every fortnight, He made
Three mubl ¢ idays. The hours of work were from,7 a.m till'5 L th
rs of an hour off for breakfast and an hour off for dinngém. R

He promi igj
had 1o igteﬁiggg,o?ngaﬁgpt promising, that he would make the place pay, but he
and 1 v and with *i?g it pay. His whole aim was to live there in ease
- ;§:§sure " ofa:h ittle trouble to himself as possible, and to et a
of egrlomlturel oo fe farm as he could. He had never had’any expe%ie cs
Ak el ¥ merelr 0 iany sort, and no one demanded that he should makg ?t
o AR e g tgrgwi nkﬁg:wgnyiiggaﬁhousaﬁgs and thousands-of poundshof
. was %
if he spent t00 much of the Society's fungs onathgigliggfd wouégswgﬁ§¥eh;§;
d ¥

therefore, as to kee
kit leep down ex en wi :
- yol ses, wi thO'llt hurting hi S selfi shneSS s and he

He 4
S ggzzramgggyhharg bargain with and exacted his pound of flesh from us
how Gilfkert: chat ts ow .ard we worked or what merit or capacity we showed
A B coigduitilous Wwe were, we could not hope to better our lot i
nevVer Dave. 1% to Ot even win us a little butter on our bread, for he
us, except as a special favour on Xmas Day and Néw Year's Day

Th ’
e following is g sample of how he worked and used the inmates:~

G.w, i i i

st hi; ge£:§31oged inmate gettlng 2/6d. a week, was about thirty years
wes U pE fléw ¢ was a thin, weak man with some chest complaint, He
Gty P :;»plcker. He had charge of the flower shed as-weith‘
AP e pI have cut flowers ;9 vessels of water. He had to be’oué.;:
ookt o seidom'f' g seen @im out in the pouring rain in a sopping wet ov
neeb T Papphat oo inished his work in the flower shed before 8 or § 30 at T
fveryohe on the ;%agg ggzyaS;?EZeZsaég.it Thés happ:ned - after.nigﬁt.
= A 4t 5 e sometim

€rve some whim of Abraham's, had to be out picki;ge;ioggr:ezz gogodagi’

a.m., My work i
mysolf, ¥y sometimes brought me out at this hour and I saw this for

trai i
ain late at night, leading the blind man, W. was so ill aggmiggkygﬁztbge

had ¢

tho matierd Ho berd pre Be org i ites:, 06 Dlind nen asked . st vas

to the famm is an easylﬁa?; E?dta p:in 3 S IR Bléckbuin Statgis
: wen i

took W. over an hour on this particuié?lﬁggﬁz.to + %880 Pe ROl It

™ . Vet
e blind man, on arriving at the farm, knocked up Abrsham and inform

demanded : The followin i ;
ed an explanation from the blind man as to hisgrggzg;n%ogrgisﬁﬁgg?sg

them i
so late at night. He answered that he had only done his duty Mrs

Abraham said that i
suffering from 3st§£§Te mas nothing wrong with W., that he was merely
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111 that he
but was so weak and n
s usual next day, ' found that he
LM hisazgrk aIt was only then that thglAbriFam : after leaving
e doyg agiin a%g 3§s sent to a public hospital. SVER B85
was really ill.
the farm he was dead.

inciple of his
i ' He made fear the princip i
insulting fellow. D plens me
b washé Yirybégi givgi unlimited power gzertgizkcigours e o
management, and iggngagainst him, he came out_in Slausibility s e e
ot it prgi?g bully, but cloaked it all w1thr2 P
. 2 ] q a .
igéiigggeézsghat %eceived the State for forty ye

t upon us.
would make us pay for it by heaping scorn and contempt up

: tom to take
lves, it was his cus S
could take care of ourse <] e e S en
L o M gslwgissness in getting other v\Jrou..111 t; :ﬁzrfirs% DR e
Pyt Ofloui oitpand get another job. o got a shoc
giilagsmzoig izs coarse, arrogant and insulting way.

d slapped the
though I never saw him do R tha% %ﬁ ggacgﬁg ?ﬁe e
: : waShtoigEatesu%n occasion, but I have §eegtez e |
figis ;io; ie put in charge of us, knock the inm
s 5 '

jety's Garden
. one being "the SOC _b ‘S
farm by various names, and a Dotheboy

Edge"reiiirgi zgtggi fact it was a mixture Ogni zgzkﬁggzeand Abraham and his
of Eden”, tween Squeers t-

= a4 -parallel be 5 the farm

Ha%ln ﬁ g:u;i ir;Zr21§21ascene between Dotheboy's Hall end
wife. e ,

: al, i the poor

kind word to him, TheE 3 at
the first person to say & however, worried a
P sk hedéa%uzge%o Nicholas Nickleby. NIChoézi’gzueerS.’had hinted

drudge Smike had ¢ elty and brutality that went on un be driven to leave, and

the mJust e, e (Nicholas) might in desperation

t0 poor Smike

Smiﬁe had run away.

t had fallen on
i i ip, one desperate cut X ot
‘ " ke firmly in his gr Spt BfRte
i caught”i@éng from the lash and ut?ering a cﬁgenlypstarting s
g iy ~.he Waz Wlain about to fall - when Nlc?olas su
Z?iggdsgfig?i ?ﬁ aaéoice that made the rafters ring.

: round.
‘Who cried stop?! said Squeers, turning savagely

1
' i iThis must not go on',
s1t, said Nicholas, stepping forward.

‘Must not go ontf cried Squeers.

icholas, !shall not.
', repeated Nicho N Bt
' i , 'I say must not', t o M
S thugdig?d %33?%232 disregarded all my %uigzdégzeziz;zr-to it
I will preven 6 - < . tvou have retur < -semgholont
i, gaid Nicholas; you | R b }
able lad's behalf?, F or him, end offered “res Le that, Be
b be%g?gtggriézznesgoi?i blaﬁe me. for this publlcdlnterfar, x
emain duil o
gggidbigzght it upon yourself, not I,

(=] ars Cr eame q ueer S alm S es e 1mse W1 h a:,g ;
? gg [} » OX I
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Abreham!s Treatmen: of the Farm Inmates.

"Wrateh', rejoined Nicholas,
not stand by, and see it done.
ten such men as you.
if you drive me on.!

fiercely, 'touch him at your peril!
My blood is up,
Look to yourself, for by H

I will
and I have the strength of

eaven I will not spare you

'Stand backi, said Squeers, brandishing his weapon,

'I have a long series of insults to avenge', said Nicholas, flushed with
passion, 'and my indignation is ageravated by the dastardly cruelties prac-
tised on helpless infancy in this foul den. Have a care, for if you do raise
the devil within me, the coasequences shall fall heavily upon your own headl!

"He had scarcely spoken, when Squeers, in a violent outbreak of wrath,
and with a cry like the howl of a wild beast, spat upon him, and struck him
a blow across the face with his instrument of torture. Smarting with the
agony of the blow, and concentrating into that one moment all his feelings
of rage, scorn and indignation, Nicholas sprang upon him, wrested the weapon
from his hand, and pinning him by the throat, beat the ruffian till he roar—
ed for mercy,’

Amongst the inmates at the farm was a lad named S. He could not be
educated. He had a habit (which he could not help) of placing his hand to
his mouth and giving a yell. He had not intelligence enough to kmow that
it annoyed anyone., Abraham, who hated noise, took a violent dislike to o
He came into the dining-room one day in a towering passion Just as we sat
down to a meal, T had my back to S, at the time, but I noticed everyone
looking in his direction, I am almost sure that Abrzham banged S. about
the head, but I cannot swear to it., When I turned round, S, was crouching
over the table and Abraham was standing over him in g fury. The lad was
staring up at Abraham with a lock.of fear on his face. He ended up by tak-
ing 8. by his coat coliar and dragging him out of the room. Iwould like to
smphasise that S, was not doing anything wrong.He was doing something that
he could not help.

Had I interfered, this, very likely, is what would have happened: -

Myself: 'Here, leave him alone, you'",.

Abreham: ™Who said leave him alone?"

Me: "I dign,

Abrahegm:  "Clear out, you vile houndt"

It was his custom if we dared to show enough spirit to resent his con-
tempt, insults ang tyranny,

to snarl at us and tell us to "clear out". And
he once did cail me "g vile hownd',

I never thought to interfere,

By such methods as these, he had brutalised the wh
that kind of treatment a

ole farm, and we took
: s a matter of course and as one of the penalties we
paid for our deafness,

The deaf subordinates at the farm took their cue from Abrahsm snd knock~
?d their fellows about., We who had to take refuge there soon came to seethat
1f we wanted peace we would have to learn to look after ourselves, for bully-
ing went on from top to bottom.
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The supervision of the inmates was.very lax. Abraham made no attempt to
discipline those there and to teach them the value of good manners and ggod
order. He only wanted our work and did not want to be bothered with us in
our leisure hours more then he could help. He neglected the inmates and left
them to fend for themselves by placing the deaf in charge of the deaf, men
without tact who kept order by punching and nocking the unruly about. It
saved him and his femily a lot of work, time and bother. The deaf overseer
whom he placed over us is a rough unpolished fellow and a notorious bully.
He boasted about and was proud of the fact that everybody on the place was
afraid of him. Practically everyone who passed through the farm complained

about him. )
The reader will say that such things are not allowed in British communi-

ties, and will want to know why we did not complain about them. The answer
is that we took all this as a matter of course and as one of the penaltieswe
1uld not have

We never thought to complain and we WO

imown whom to complain to, even if we had had the courage to do sO. I know
trol Abrsham and to see that he did not

now that the Board was there to con !
use us all in the way I have tried to describe above, but to serve his omn
ends he was perpetually warning us against his terrible Board. I was to find
when I got to lmow them properly that they were his friends, not ours., If I
had complained, the others would have been too timid to back me up, and the
Board would have believed Abrahem and not me. They would have behaved like
the Board of Guardians did when Oliver Twist was brought before them in grder
to be got rid of for "the impious and profane offence of asking for more

("I hope", stemmered Mr. Limbkins, (to the magistrates who refused to sanc-
tion the indentures binding Oliver to a chimney-sweeper) "I hope the magls-

trates will not form the opinion that the authorities have been gullty of any
improper ¢ 1a"). It would

onduct, on the unsupported testimony of a mere chi

only have ended in his turning me out of the farm; but, as I have stated
above, I never thought to complain, and, as I was to learn by bitter exper-
ience later on, no one would have taken any notice of me if I had complained.

Even if, by some possibility, the Board had investigated these things
and found that they were true and tried to dismiss him, he would have snapped
his fingers at them, taken refuge behind the deaf, sent the Board about its
business, and got another Board. I know, because he was to do all this later.
1like mostly everyone else, grunbled at the food
If it could have been a lot worse, it also
ed with all the good

paid for our deafness.

The deaf, being human,
at the farm (myself included).
could have been a lot better. The Abrghams table groan
things of life. The best was not good enough for them, but anything was good
enough for us. We never tasted butter, except as a special favour on Xmas
Day and New Year's Day, dripping of an unappetising and unpalatable nature
being used instead. Someone dubbed it "eart-grease", We got enough-to eat,
receiving our food in a patronising way as if we were being granted a favor,
Many complained that there was not enough nourishment in it for them to do
the hard work that was expected of them, Bread and jam was the staple diet,
the jam being mostly home-made, and as unappetising, wnsightly and unpalat-

able as the dripping.

The cooks used to complain that the matron (Mrs. Abrsham) would not
allow them to cook as they liked, but bound them cown to fixed amounts always
much less than the average. Though some of us who had to have recourse to the
farm were decent men and women used to the average refined home, yet the or-
dinary refinements of the table were completely lacking. We never saw a

table-cloth, except on Xmas Day, and our meals were serve

4 in horrible, chipped
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enamel

Tl mgiigiz 2?dsggps ?ng saycers that would have disgraced a prison Th

The humiliation snd degradation of Grstmers sogert mor oLoosT) Tere anful i
e ordinar, i :

crockery and put up with such TE i gegigggz men having to use such

In 190 3 i i i
- ang gémzeazg¢gazéc§;r1§ that if she would give him the money to build
Sty e e impctent deaf over to him, that he would re d
thementall o rom Phe Syate, and tenderly care for guardand tga?
o R saidanga give the unemployed work. Then he went béhindriié
SIRLT' s, heck o eat ihlg effect, to everyone on the farm(and to all tho 5
s u%; saeir heiplessness had to seek his aid),"Submit to =
T Char'z' are safe. Oppose me and I'll smash and,break na
ities Board, the Government and the public of Victoigz,and
N ?

which are the = ;
to youl, re to protect you from me, will back me up in everything I do

That statement is not : .
worked out, ot as incredible as it sounds, f :
o ofltg?red to stand out and oppose him, and’iforog?at is how things
s story you will see how he smashed and grokga;: to read on

Concditions at the Farm at the Present Time,

Whilst on the subject |
e bjec I_thought it best to give i
1925, and an outline of conditions thire a? :Xsm;£ngit1§§mgis-

By 1925, i i
925, Abraham and his wife had grown tired of the farm, He had found

a new toy and playthin, :
. g in the new h ;
duced his Board to purchase the Prevgﬁgguzzzirs at Jolimont that he had in-

His wife and family had s
e 1 gone 4o reside outside Bla
e hisyfa£i§; thge;armlalone, he had placed his nepﬁgguiﬁ’cizs’ notdcar-
e, placeaocc would not let go his hold of the farm howese raong
e h el eras1§na11y Just to keep up appearsnces, He wa:r,lang
s et anyoie ) He fyuld not look after the place himself g ;y ng
L se mana§e 1t. The consequence was that thé ?2 I
wgrk.too hard". Some mimgziieggegﬂe ghe'geaf s i s igétagg
ed him out of the place, and put a ne;i;anfggnthBZeWhat L e

contr??raham, however, was not going to have an
e drsvandfgltyln a year not only did he dri
2 e off his Board those members who f

aus got control of the farm a ai b :
till the day of his death. o

Vyog; there whom he could not
© the new manager out, but

X roed him out of the farm. . He
and he never let go his hold of it again

During the next t ol i
20t more and Jen years, managers kept comin i ;
Tong ad he coﬁggekﬁegli?ted’ and in the end Nature gwgggoigénfé ol S
devil for all he caigd 1SA?g1%hon the place, the inmates could~ggpt§g:;2. i
weeds, the . ,the cyltivated parts have -
) gates are off their hinges and the whole Pfaggcﬁﬁz gzggigogn gitg
umble

down and shabb
Y. As a conseque; s
Improving the place has beenqwa;gzé all the money, time and labour spent on

There is a similar in’
: : farm in 3
bill of £966, it sold produce anEO?;sequtralia,

Blackburn, on x
anything,’ a wages bill of £914,

and, last year, on a w
ve-stock to the value of £3,216, Mailst
id not produce one penny's worth of
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In 1935, Abrsgham placed his son in charge of the farm, and he has been
M there ever since.

I In 1936, he (Abraham) put aside all pretence of trying to make anything
b out of the farm, and stated openly in the Annual Report for that year "that
2 ' trading had ceased and the produce of the jnmates! efforts is being given to
| | various hospitals and charities'.

, Taking things away from one charity and giving it to enother, and then
the Board complains that it has not sufficient funds to carry out necessary
repairs to the farm!

In 1907, Abraham chided Victoria for her supposed neglect of the impot-
ent deaf, and told her that to regard the mentally deficient "as mere waste
material was heartless', and having for twenty-seven years exploited their
labour to serve his own ends he dragged them back again to the very condition
he pretended to deplore.

He reduced them all to the condition of slaves, for they gain nothing

from their work, They drudge and toil all day, and everything they produce
| is given away. The deaf overseer's job has therefore become a sinecure, and
t he gets £4. 10, 0 a week.

\ The son is a better man than ever hig father was, but he has no ideals
for the deaf. He grew up on the farm, and is there for the sake of a job,
and because he is very fond of the place. His wife is a cultured and refin-
ed girl, and the sort that the deaf need around them. She would, I am sure,
rather help the deaf than exploit them. Everyone speaks well of her. Both

1 she and her husband put themselves out to be agreeable, helpful and g racious

' to the inmates, Which 1s more than the old couple ever did. The old atmos-

phere of cruelty and fear has vanished, but the farm itself is just stagnat-

ing. Bach pensioned inmate now gets an ailowance of four shillings (4/-) a

week, which they are entitled to under the law. Some of them still complain

sbout the food, and, I for one, do not blame them.

(To be continued).




